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PREFACE 

The imtenal on I^ni-RoUin is rather extensive. 

Knxtfif the |irtntc(l dcjcunients, newspapers, and books« 

«h;vh |p%*t \*oluminous informattcm about his pout in the 

SrcitfHl Republic, panicularly \*aluable are two histories of 

*Sr revfJuttan of February, one written by I>elvau, I^edru's 

74'irate Mcretar>\ the other by Regnauh, his chief of cabinet. 

:>«i'lr«. there are in the Bibliotheque de la Ville de Pant 

a ;>m thuu^and letters by or concerninj; Ijcdru-Rollin; most 

• thr«c. iKme^Tr, deal with the perio<l posterior to June 

.t I K4^^. and therefore lie outside the range of this study. 

Thi% thesis, the rea<ler will find, is tilled with quotations. 

Ki\r atlfipctfl the method of rendering them all into Eng- 

-th ><<ne words are almost incapalile of translation and 

! ar^j^^ipxc in advance !«>r the niuivalcnts I ha%T used; thus 

• ^'^^ *« :mf i/€* /j :ri/*V I rcmlcr <»/J-/iW rrf^ubluans : chrf 

:Sfv'. ; Atr/ f / tihuxct: cmcutc, uprinng or riot, con- 
->*-<4" \ib.ux. tr^'/urcur-ijcn^Txil, iUtorfiiTS iicncral < >nc 

• • • » 

^ ^ \ '. 'r'jk\r r\t:\ !r!t in the oripnal form * r^ipp%'l 

'. '-^ i*»VrMati«ift *• Lk Pafirrs " usr<l in thr i«">t notes rc- 
'^^ • • rhr linlru k«»IIin nianiiMrriiit nutcrj.!! in thr IJiMiih 

• .-jf V a V:i:ri|r Tarts 

! » *h ! » j^.\T Th.-i!iks ?.» IVi»fc'*s<»r H.-i7cn «>f OJumlna 

- \rr^:Z\ : If hi% invaluaMr advice, to rrotc^M>r Rcnard 

' 'V ♦ .n*''-jfr .Jr fVancr !«»r his c»itin*»r!. !o N!i%s Mud^r of 

• •:r»'«a !>'.:\rf*!tv Ij*»rary f*»r her aid in I "catinjif 
-i--* 4* !'» N! >?:r;:Vr tif thr !*.i*'!i «ehr«.;tjr .fr la X'sllr «lr 

• < ^: * a**:*:arue in lici'jphrnnj; maniisiripts. and to 
r%u^ Mavr* ■ f < <iltim^Ha I *nivrr"iitv. Mr S \V. Drenan 
'•? *,!'•-• '-Ar Ut',:h S*h«-4. and IV-»fe***>r I U Stearns 
' ••r:r*'r* *: t .f rhrir N-ahuMe help in \vi»rk of re\*i<i*ni 
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ROLUN AND SECOND FRENCH REPUBUC [170 

s the church of St. Gervais. His grandfather 

omus, a prominent physician and physicist, who, 

3 love for spectacular experiments^ earned the 

: a prestidigitator. Ledru-Comus acctunulated 

»le fortune which ultimately descended to his 

He had two sons; Jacques Philippe Ledru, a 

fCtoT, a member of the Antiquarian Society and 

:smy of Medicine; and Jacques Auguste Ledru, 

pawn-shops. The latter married Marie Honor- 

d from this tmion resulted two children, Emilie 

idre Auguste. The son took a classical course 

Se Charlemagne and then proceeded to the law 

.5 University of Paris. His record as a student, 

iant, was at least full of promise. In 1828. 

Ttdmitted to the bar. To distinguish himself 

!>known colleague, he added to his surname that 

the maiden-name of his maternal great-grand- 

loquence in court, Ledru made a rapid success at 

dready his quickness in mastering a subject made 

rent. He usually studied the case which he was 

n the morning of the trial, often on the way to 

om, " nevertheless developing his case with that 

thought and that clearness of expression which 

one of the most distinguished lawyers of the 

.irt." * He took part in the editing of two lead- 

riodicals. 

work did not satisfy his ambition. He threw) 
the liberal movement in politics. In 1832, he 
lef on the state of siege, which Odilon Barrot, 
.>st distinguished lawyers of the day and leader 

kI of diilcfiiood and youth see Hartmann in La Citi 
oire de la RSvolution de Fivrier, 153. 
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ot thr IH^irnJ mtHurchic {)arty in the l'*^! stature, utilized in 
ki« iucrraful pica tirforc the court of aiipcalik In 18^, 
ijrdm pdNiihed a pam|>hlet on the Transnunain Affair (an 
g ifurr ectkin put drmn with great vigor and cnidty by the 
f^^rvmmmti. a pamphlet which created a great sensation 
Thereafter he was frc<jiiently called uptwi to defend liberal 
arwvpapers and persectitrd re{Hiblican$ ' Odilon Barrot was 
acquainted with the priimising young lawyer and stipported 
h^m in hi% candidacy i(»r the legislature in iHjc). but I^edru's 
p&aifonn was too radical for the constituency of St. Valery. 
zM his consenrative opponent won b)- elevtn votes. Two 
rears tater. Ledru was successful at I^ Mans. The death of 
riam:rr* Paces the elder had left \-aca'it that !ieat. and there 
arms nrach discisssion as to who should replace that leading 
k^icra! orator Trouve-Cluuv*el. a repuNican and a former 
muky*i€ of Ijt Mans, finally lent his support to Ijedru-Koilin, 
ar»! thts all-powerful ad%-ocacy gained him the seat * 

fjr-fni's profe^^icwi of faith in the meeting that preceded 
•Sr '-r-'^c: mfnt^ jart:-t:iar .it!rnt:*»n. ?or it i^ortrav^ his 
i^ir-w* i* •He outlet '»? h:s ^y^liticnl r.ircrr \ftrr larnrntr.i^ 
•*j»r rr *^T. of x)¥r jwM»r. the oan<!:<U!c cnimciatcd the v>v- 
^^t^'* '•! 'He |iet»^»lr a** the chief j»r!nri»»lr of j^nernmrnt 
'^^^ • f *• %vj> t«>\\ jr<U th-* iftial. hr vanl. i»tij^h? to W electoral 
•^.^^ 'kit I* iiDivervil ^uffra^e. !«»r the entire exiMing 
:• I •-'J* *v**em %%a* 4->^i:r«l arvl ilishone^it The <lvna^tv of 

-«»•*:#— *• <*:\!n^ riK-'- '^**'' '•'^ [v»'-'.ilir '•*rfr':^n!v V-* 
•-H- :»^.':cal jurtie* * ' »?' ThiTs rr-i!!\ <le-irnl few 
*^u' rr%^ ymw^g tBm^ ^^^"^^ ^ ' ' 'r\ a ^lightK lietter 
'^-rr I.. ^ th^ -^^^ ^ ^^ ^'^^^^ ' ^'^ ' ' only |>re 
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1 8 LEDRU'ROLUN AND SECOSD FRENCH REPUBUC [172 

lieved in the people and advocated for them serious reforms. 
Meanwhile what did the Chamber do? It wasted time over 
the address from the throne and inspired hopes that never 
matured. In foreign affairs France vacillated and allowed 
England to triumph; for Algeria no satisfactory measures 
were taken; the fortifications of Paris were built to subdue 
the faubourgs, not the foreigner; nothing was done for the 
people as the deputies were busy logrcrfling. Fear and 
venality dominated the legislators. .-\s for himself, Ledru* 
Kollin promised not to follow the lead of the deputies; he 
would fight for democracy. 

In this speech the beliefs to which the orator adhered 
throughout his lifetime were clearly enunciated: popular 
so\'ereignty as the goal, universal suffrage as the means 
thereto; detestation of constitutional monarchy; desire for a 
bold foreign policy; a domestic program for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the |KX>r. 

This speech marks the appearance of Ledru as a leader. 
There were men of |K>sition who. like Odilon Barrot. opposed 
the conser\'ative tendency of Louis Philippe's ministers; 
there were others who, like Ehipont de TEure, went so far 
as to state their ideal preference for a rqnibiic; but I^edni 
was the first representative elected under the July monarchy 
who o|)enly declared that the constitutional form of mon- 
archy was fundamentally lad. This meant necessarily a 
rupture with the statesmen who headed the parliamentary 
opposition, with Odilon Barrot who had supported him in 

It took courarr ^\ -*^* *^~ "^'^ md hU 

gmemmcnti ru audaciously, and Ledru was p^.^^^^^^^^ 
for bii> electoral speeches. This merely ga\'e hin ^ ^^^ 
platform from which to preach republicanism. I>«^|^y ^^ 
a.cquittetl on a technicality and in December 1841 ^^j. y^ 
scat in the Chamber. He was reelected with eat^ ^^ ^ 
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IrpUatttrr that Mt fnim 1K4J to 1H46 and spoke therein 
laxriy trrqumtiy. Kepeatetily he attacked the government 
en %anuus phaAcs ot its policy, domestic, colonial, and for- 
c^ET*. but only in one field was he listened to with attention : 
tn discussums concerning the aU>liti<»n o( negro slavery. 
I; vat tmjc what I^edru said that createtl his im{>ortance; it 
«as hii presence as an trrecondlalJe repuMican in a nHmar- 
chist as«enil*ly that attracted attention. In 1846 he was still 
oppiMcd to the entire policy of the government. C)n January 
{•^. Ix«ini deli\*ered a violent attack on all the d>'nastic 
parties, tpcakmg of the illusor\' glory of France abroad and 
the sUttftoT) prifSfierity of I*^rance at home. llankru|>tcy was 
apfiTfiiching. he said. 11k working class was in a deplor- 
able CijrulitMifi In the recent union of the left centre and 
thr let't ' the latter had aliandonetl nearly its entire program. 
\khoa(h the foreign policy advocated by Thiers ^as laud- 
tbJr. that statesman was ncx sincere in his advocacy of it. 
afih! h\% internal imJicv was essentiallv the same as that of 

mm 

• '. : < and the existinij Tuinisiry I here was no \\\t in 
4.«:*--4 r.j^ ! I the iluni!<T. it was to the ciKintr*. that he 

r«!f': K'kIjm viiff'N ir!t thr rjcrtl of a rqMiMicaii or^an 
,'^ <(ai:^re h:\ advarKcd i<lras The Satiofuil. althmi^h 
*• : 'r-\ ^r-. fqKibiJians. was n<it sufViciently radical t'»r htm 
i-'I •»»»$e?r'»v «'a\aijrnac. arcordm^ly thev !<nn«lctl tlic 
- i'* ^wr \\ fir*! <*a\aipiar r<»?itr«>llrd the new sj>a;>cr. Imt 
»V-^ ittrr h-* death ll'Con licvaine rtlit«»r-iii chirf. Ix^lriis 
- ^ ^^rr \w\'xvnt nj'fr krenU frit* Ixdni's c.»irircti*in 



• • • 
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20 LEDRU'ROLUN AND SECOND FRENCH RBPUBUC [174 

with the journal was fourfold : he was its representative in 
the Chamber of I>eputies and received from it unqualified 
support and fulsome praise: he was on the directing board 
and hdped determine the general policy of the newspaper; 
he wrote articles for it — of course all his utterances in or 
out of the CTiamber were published verbatim, but he was 
also the author of many unsigned essays and of several 
manifestoes: he was its banker, for the periodical never was 
a financial success and Ledru-Rollin impo\'erished himself 
supplying funds to maintain its propaganda. 

It was during this period, in 1H43. that l>edru married 
Henriette Sharpe. a rich young Irishwoman and protestant/ 
Mgr. AfTre, later Archbishop of Paris, performed the cere- 
mony, and the groom's future colleagues, Frangois Arago 
and I^martine. acted as witnesses. It is interesting to 
speculate on the influence of Ledru*s wife in his dislike for 
England. It is notaMe that in the same year as his marriage 
I^dru'Kollin went to Ireland as the representative of the 
French republicans and was present at O'Connell's gigantic 
meeting at Tarn. 

I^dru was happy in his married life. Henriette held the 
same political opinions as her huskind. She helped him in 
his work, wrote letters for him when he was sick, gave him 
money for political propaganda when his considerable for- 
tune was exhauMed,* and while he was minister took her 
place as patnmess of various piiMic charities* The couple 
occupied a large hfnise, 4 Rue cle Toumon. which had a 

* For marriaicr contract yet LR I^apert 4 \2 For p«*rmi««infn to make 
1 mixrd marriai^ »rr %h%d., 4 to. 

* In |R|8 \jt*\xM tran^frrrrd to hit wifr all lii« rrmaininff po%\r««iofi%. 
conststtnjr f>f ml estate in I'arit and I^ Mans, and hb share tn xh* 
family mansion at Funtenay-auX'Riwes. a house liuilt by the Searrrvi^. 

*Meltsn 3 11-19 praites her work for hit FrtttfrmiUs. an orfcant#Att<)a 
in vhich eac* tjetlthjr lady acted as ftuardian of one ;ww famtK 
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CHAPTER II 

The Banquets 

In 1847 Louis Philippe was reigning in France; for 
se\Tnteen years he had maintained himself on the throne and 
felt himself at last strongly established. Guizot, his min- 
ister for the last seven years, had just received a new and 
large majority in the Chamber of I>eputies ; ' the opposition 
was broken up into fragments. France had passed through 
an era of prosperity, for the citizen king favored the bour- 
geoisie. 

The era of prosperity, however, was clearly ended. The 
government's finances were in a lamentable condition. 
Many prominent business firms were on the verge of failure. 
In the legislature the king and Guizot had a majority, but 
a majority composed of officials and place-hunters elected 
by a small minority of the i)opulation. The great majority 
of non-voters were dissatisfied with the government, and 
the proletariat was even antagonistic to the existing social 
svstem. 5>ome advocated socialism, for the theories o£ 
Fourier and St. Simon had penetrated into the working 
classes, but the greater part had no clear idea of what they 
desired in place of the existing system ; any catchword might 
rally them to revolt. 

In the Chamber the monarchical opposition, composed 
of the left centre under Thiers and Dufaure and the left 
headed by Odilon Rarrot, was stronger in ability than in 
ntmibers. In the government ranks only (ruizoc and his 

'LHni had howrver. brm rcrtcctrd at Le Mans without difictilty. 

22 (i;6 
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wmmurr of the interior. I>uchatel. stood out, whereas the 
offKMttuvi inciixktl nuny eflTective orators and prominent 
icatnmen At this time Thiers protably differed little from 
««u:x«< except that the latter was in, the former out of 
pi>*er. Inst he had joined Odilon mrrot with the avowed 
aim «»f parliamentary and electoral reform. I^amartine. 
!b<ui:h ct«ifieratinf^ with them, was a member of no party, 
Ik:: 4 tree lance, already heacted towards repulJicanism. 

rSe irrecYifKilal>le parties were the legitimists, supporters 
o? tSr principle of the diviiK rif^t of monarchy, and the 
rrpuljtcans The latter were divided into two groap%. 
The \aiwmal coterie, the moderate wing;, was far more 
pD«erftal in the Cliamlier where IWthmont. C^amol, I>upont 
4t I'Kure. f«amter-Paf^. Marie, and i^ignerre had seats. 
Tht^ wtfbrd for a refnihlic hut accepted the constitutional 
rch\ as a ft/ o//^ They were iitterested in wide 
retf<7ns. Iiut they i|^ored social questions. Above 
aS ?hr> opposed with all their streni^h violent methods. 
^"^ • a^tmlr d:<l n»t sati'^fy the uufrr ardent rqniMicans 
• 'V h*rt ^rmr \%h«»Nr ^*Ac vj>«>ke^nun in the lejp^lature 

• a» ! r»?rTi-krJlin, tho«iph Iraivoi** Araj^o v\a^ miUIK 
t'»'rr*;a':'*ef'r l%>f thmi m«Kiarih\ wa'i titii<Un)cnta)lv fad 
MTwt ''*-^ •i\na%ty ot ]jit»u% \*h\\\i\v[K^ an unrnitifratcd evil 
^f trr- .rr thr\ de^irni vcial .i< well an |»«»litical tran^tor- 
■ra! # * FVacrfuI mraru for ovrrthrowinjj the monarchy. 
^^"^ ;«f 5aj;;an«U. \%rrr in^ufTicirn! . whm the mofTK-rti ^a* 
• -:#► -.T-iirrt niea^iirr*. a rrvc»Jiit!««n imi^t *< rrsortr«l t«> • 
]-rf •*^r?'. rSr^c tvko *ci-tn»ns of the rq^-ihlican farty. lirt\^ren 
•ir%r r* . r.eu %|a{irr«. l<iwren iiarrixr l*a;rr^ and l^edni- 

• « - 'cfween Srmand Marra^t ami !-';«K*on. a vu«lent fcu<l 
•"t ^*^'i t'jel\ were rvm thrratenerl '["he tirul pal wa* 

''*^ *k*9* 'A 'hi* ;aft)i I^.iriiRiklttn. h«»wr\er i!th«>ufh tSr^frlicAnT 
tit «'i« t;;«;trYi nnn^4 br ^>"Mj%t crrtAJn 
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the same, btxt their methods of reaching it diflfered funda- 
mentally.' Thus, whereas the Saiional republicans joined 
the coalition of the lefts, Ledru-Rollin, although he usually 
voted with them, took no part in their councils and their 
conferences. 

The opposition decided to show its strength in the country 
by a series of banquets. The ballot box had given a 
majority to the government, but the lefts wished to show 
that the majority of citizens were on their side. Public 
meetings would have attracted large crowds, but it would 
have been diflFkrult to count those present and many persons, 
merely curious to hear prominent speakers, might have at* 
tended. On the contrary, the buying of a seat at a banquet 
was a formal adherence to the principles of the organizers, 
and the toasts at the dose of the feast gave an excellent op- 
porttmity for expounding doctrines. Guizot and Duchatel 
had each had a banquet in his own honor, and the opposition 
leaders felt that the government could not reasonably object 
to the adoption of the same tactics by others. All shades 
of opinion from Dufaure to Gamier- Pages were represented 
at the first banquet, held at Chateaurouge on July 9, 1847. 
Thiers, however, the most conservative adversary of the 
government, although evincing s)*mpathy, refused to take 
part; and Ledru-Rollin, the most radical, did not attend 
'* At the banquet of Chateaurouge, which commenced that 
series of reform demonstrations which had siKh a sad re- 
sult," sa}'s Barrot in his memoirs, " M. Ledru-Rollin had 
been left out, and that not as an oversight, but as an exclu- 
sion premeditated and decided on by a committee in which 
the moderate republicans were the most eager to repulse 
him.** ' In fact at first Ledm-Rollin and the Rcfarme 

* For a food dttOMUon by a coatcinporary mc Garnkr-Pai^ft 4 : 67. 
*Barrot j:2S- 
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adofted 1 rather contempcuous attitude towards the move- 
flKBt Htst tinaliy. realuini^ the fH'cat influence ot the 
^ttfti)tKt«, and pcifMbly influenced by I^nurtine's >|ieech at 
Uac'in.' the radicals determined to enter the cumbat and 
dbuic m Nm-emher 1H47 the inendly city ot LiUe for their 
^K apfxarance * 

V oxnmtttee c«iinposed ot liberal monarchists and of 
rfttbcal refNiUtcans. the latter headeti by l>elescltue of the 
»m^an%al dm Sord and Uianchi of the Messagrr* had m- 
ntcd to the banquet which was to be held in Lille on Nov- 
7« lUrroc. Cremiettx, and the deputies from the de- 
of the Ni>nh, (jamier- Paiges and liedru-Kollin. pro- 
repoiiiican^ like I.ouis BlatK and Recurt. and jour- 
ts hke Kliefuie Arago, IXmucs, and Flocon. BarroC 
extremely imtated when he heard that Ledru-Kolltn 
«as to attend, he feared that the presence of this radical 
vookl firt to the banquet a tone too re\'olutionary. To 
eooBCeract this he denianded the insertion of a t<Nist h> the 
t -x * ^•N •>nce lietorr had thi^ l)een denurulrd an<l then 
MZ nrr I! had cauvnl the retirement of (fAmlxHi Imme- 
t^:^.% Ix^lru and Testelin vkithdrew their arcr|>tancc Ihis 
• *• r*x to the XAstr o{ x)\c 'irii^nizin^ committee and it re- 
pair"! a^«v»*ti:dy the t«ia%t to the km^ liarrot tried to ini- 
>Mr h* will \t>w lie in hit turn refused to lie present. 
f^Zf^-'^'Z *hat the c«»mmittce wcnild *u*»mit to hit <lenund 
ih^r. !«>*e hit prr*e!:ce F^iit o?ily hit fellow dqmiics. 



^p^'^^m^ f^inmk. A!lnn SKrr t\\ Yen %co^ «tui!y «>f f*»*t*'«4i of 
»f ?fc-i Xftm **r lur«7 4'»urfuj< m A*/:v.*iiii**ii it tt^% /» 17.M ^7^ 

•* TW if^rvrib <A I^?nAntnr •»» for ficxcm, Ix<lfu-Rol]in I-«»ut% 
A .'fif Wx* ^f Itffjt " Alt o Shrr ft: 

f^T^tr^k^'wcf *Atc « \%^ hj'i rrfuwd to allow I^ Man* !•• ci>c 
Si i\3u\ak\ 6| — Kut •hi* f.»frT»r«i no purt i»f fhr Uanqud 
f<itec'l I^ru'ft * f tt Ai'prarAncr wit at Lillr 
%« *a»«Afv ^ tJUH ! r^lru wr<><r t«^ RtAnchi a»ktn( htm to a*«I 
^**r s A !(«<'«*' mittfv. tX l.i!!r f .' '.cttrr »cr <M.*«»<f 106 
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the president of the banquet, and a score of guests followed 
him. The remaining twdve hundred banqueters appeared ; 
a new president was elected; a deputation composed of 
monarchists and republicans visited Ledru and induced him 
to be present; and the dinner passed off peaceably as an 
ovation to the deputy from Le Mans. The conduct of 
Ledru-KoUin showed a happy contrast to the uncompromis- 
ing attitude of his opponent. In order to conciliate the more 
conservative guests he had agreed to substitute a toast to 
the tvorkingmen for one to the national sovereignty. He 
would not drink a toast to the king, but otherwise he was 
willing to accommodate himself to the wishes of the people 
of Lille. The affair was *' for the chiefs of the democratic 
party more than a triumph of pride ; it was a powerful pro- 
paganda, causing numerous conversions to the republican 
faith." ' 

Most surprising was the moderation of Ledru-RolUn*s 
speech. He deprecated the false picture of the proletariat 
inca{)able of political power, deplored its misery, praised its 
patriotism and devotion, attacked the selfishness of the 
dominant bourgeoisie. Who represents the people in the 
Chaml^er today? he asked. You. you, cried the guests. He 
was doing his Ixst. the orator declared, but he had never 
shared the misery of the people. Universal suffrage was 
needeti to bring the working |)eople into their own. Napo- 
leon said that in fifty years Kurofie would ht either Cossadc 
or republican. How true! Eurofx shall not ht Cossack; the 

•.Mtnn-Shee 63: cf. Strm 1 : JJL On the banquet i« Gottei 96-10$; 
A]ton>5hee 61 -i. The account of YK^rrrA 1:464-6 ti tjrpkal of itf 
ttithor. mixmit truth and misrepresentation. lie pretends that the radi- 
cals oKtatned control of the banquet \rf trickery, not informing htm of 
the prevmce of Ledru til! the lift minute, whereas the IJIte newspapers 
had announced the attendance of that deputy several days previous. 
He tn«erts his speech of resiipiation and insinuates that this oration 
made a scricMs impres»i<in, whereas nobody noticed it. 
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k%iire bwf, he said, prevented him from discussing the 
mhrmalire. Then Ijedru<Koilin eulogized the men 
he cnnsidered the great apo^itles of liberalism : Chateau- 
briand. I^amennais. Reranger. Lamartine. Francois Arago. 
DirMl d'Angers. I-le spoke for an independent Poland, a 
cBfirtrd Italy, a d emo c ratic Switzerland. He ended with a 
f t ^j fhtc y of the inevitaMe approach of IJberty. Kquality, 
Fratrmitv ' 

Ijunartine praised this speech in his newspaper. (Was 
M bcraissr I^amartine himself was praised in it?) "The 
Ypcrch of M. Ledru-Roilin is one of the most eloquent and 
m^ reasoned that he ever pronounced . . . The com- 
aBTissm of M. Ledru-Rollin is practically ours; that is. an 
acelltgem knr of the people. . . . There is nothing to be 
aagrr at. but mtich to reflect on.** ' 

Fmhoidened tiy the success at lille. the radicals con- 
nsoed their campaign, and their leader took part in two 
orxT tmpoftant banquets Kxactly two weeks later ( Nov- 
rrrVf .1 ♦ he ^fw4<r at Hijcm To thi^ affair the ilyna^itic 
:^*^a\ • mrre rn4 r\m invite*! Thi< time !.e<lru was per- 
— ••r-* ♦ t Xft^xt thr /.^rvrrwftfv of thr pfofAc In a mr>re 
'^t a^ manner he <lcvel<^^<l the cjcx^nnc^ rniinciatrtl at 
IjV \{r adv**-a!cl univrrval ^iiffraj»r and <lr fouled it an 
p^a.'r•<a^^> He «lrnotiTKctl the wi^hy- washy tactic^ of the 
;»-''-a*rf*itarsan< and proclaimcti the uncompromising; prin- 
^•7t>^ c? the re;Krf>ltcan j>arty He tcJd how (kmuKratic 
#Vat mrrr iprrading even among the upjier cla^srs and 
^ZK^Jk^'\ ! » hi* audietKc to aid in tlie propai^tiofi of the 
tOi* ♦ of I j*<Tiy. F<jiuhty. IVatrmity * 

" 'w« ' »>.w No^rf^*«^f .'4 
-m* tr* \ t.jrt <^w^ y- 
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The last of these radical banquets was held at Chalon-sur- 
Saone a month later, December 19. Lamartine refused to 
be present but sent a friendly letter and urged his friend, 
Lacratelle. to attend. The latter begged Lamartine not to 
show apparent disapproval by absenting himself. The poet 
replied : " That is what I desire, however. I do not wish 
to combat Ijedru-Rollin in put)lic; I admire him and consider 
him a force for democracy, but my sympathies are not with 
the radicals.'* * Two thousand guests listened to Ledru, 
who enunciated the same doctrines as at Lille and Dijon. 
This speech is interesting as showing three cardinal features 
of Ledru's policy: admiration for the Convention of 1793. 
dislike of England, belief in the fraternity of all democratic 
peoples.' 

After the public banquet there was a private dinner at 
which Lacratelle met Ijedru, ** this powerful instrument in 
democratic ranks. ... He had made a splendid speech but 
did not seem at all exhausted. That great chest had breath 
enough for twenty speeches, but there were ladies present, 
and he did not impose on them longer than to satisfy curios- 
ity. He proved himself a temperate and attractive speaker 
and left the impression of being a thorough man of the 
world. . . . Flocon abandoned himself to his theories and 
frightened the ladies.** In a private conversation with 
lacratelle during the dinner. I^ru-Rollin declared: "The 
great serice that lamartine has rendered to the public is 
that now one may discuss Robespierre without being con- 
sidered a cannibal.'* * Lamartine praised Ledru's Chalon 
speech as ** bold, eloquent, .significant." * 

M.«cratelle ija 

^Disccmri pdui^tt I Ji5i-j6a For dctailf on b an qact ttc Alton- 
Slice 7^ 
"L^ratdlc iiy 
*BUm Pmtlu, qttolH bjr LacritrlW ia4-S> 



larirt! " He l>r'»«j;ht to the <Tiam!)cr nriihcr ahility 
-*ir 'ii»t:rx-t!on nor urlunitv He tctok hi* *eat hut nfit hi^ 
Tewuut^ X lawyer withtnjt a name. withr»tir clei>th. he had 
• S * hrad mn the »pirit !»iit the vene< of the Rev<»hitiofi " * 
I^snariine a^^m* that " In the eye^ of the mnterialiMic 
p ^e r r jt K n t M ( Klilon mrrot wa* only honest eloquence 
•tiS-^i? will-power. M Ijedru-Kollin only !u*nf>rini« pofni 
-ar*^^ wiundmi; the clarion of the rrrtiMic v\tth«nit Wlievini: 
■r- •• :r. nffler to divnncert and mi«»lr.v! the o|)(M»«iti(tn " * 
!n their action within the (lumfier an well a* in the Um 
campftii^. the left • |Any of Thier*^. |iarty of I>tifaiire. 
Mvc ItlrraN. .V.jff/>ii.i/ reiniNicans) fomiecl a »inv^e 
«?rrrrl ^rmp at the end of 1R47 Only fjeilru-Kollin w.i« 
rm :'*A-.!e*! to their rrninnN * He i«|M4(e frrtjunitly. j^irt: 
[r*\ f-^. cvJ^mia! matter*. Imt he made 'sttlr un irr^^so-i 
yt\\\ot\ as a mhole wa« mipnwlnctive The tjtiver"*- 
!• oppntcd all attempt* at reform. an<i the mild |»ro|MtsaU 
M r>trrrr|per de Ilauranne for an exten*i<in of the »utTra};;e. 
aad of Rrmutat to exclude office-holder* from tlie ?e'.:iOa- 
■ere defeated hr the oJiedient maioritr 



* * T-^ f 4r <AiiJiCnK : i:7 The tAmr mritrr. tprAlunv i>l lx^!ru 
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Ledni-RoIIin*s devotion to the ideas of 1793 and his ad- 
miration for the members of the Convention were manifest 
in all his speeches. Other persons were now instilling love 
of the first republic into the country. The lectures of 
Michelet, Mickiewicz, and Quinet spread republicanism 
among the eager students of the colleges. On the continent, 
especially during the first half of the nineteenth centur>\ the 
universities were the hot-bed of liberal thou^t, the soil 
where the ideas of the future germinated. Equally im- 
portant were the historians of the Revolution. Even 
Thiers* work stirred people to enthusiasm, but of greater 
influence were I^martine*s poetic (for it cannot be called 
historical) panegyric on the Girondins and Louis Blanc*s 
el(X]uent eulogj' of which he darc<l to make Robespierre the 
hero. The effect of these two books was widespread. 
HverylKKly read them, and many l)egan to feel that perhaps 
the republic had Ijeen maligned. 

Interesting light on I^dru-Rollin during this period is 
thrown b)' the philanthropist. Melun, one of the leaders of 
The Societv of St. Vincent de Paul : 

.\ few days before the revolution I visited him ; he lived in the 
Rue dc Toumon in a rather fine house . . . for the )>opular 
demagogue was rich and did not affect the austerity of a Cato 
or of a Diogenes. He recei^xd me politely: the conversation 
without t>eing political concerned popular education «ind the 
institutions best fitted for toys. I profited, by the bye. in mak- 
ing him take lottery tickets for the benefit of my afprcixtices, 
a thing hr did gladly. There was nothing in the interview 
that could irritate me ; only he reproached the friars as having 
an air too vul^r and too unintelligent. Finally while seeing 
me to the dof>r. he said : M. de Stelun, xvt are both interested im 
the people (dthouijh undoubtedly in a slightly different manner. 
Well, you can be certain that if exrr it becomes master, xvt 
shall be the first to be hanged. I laughingly threm* myself, to 
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h» pmitctum, on my iibvurtty and on the little nuiftc my 
ATuatrd. but he nK>re than once in hi» |M>litical vu i^^ittuieft 
«j» wry near tcemg his |>ro|>hesy realixcd.^ 

The r-eip^laturr reassenil>lctl in Decetnlier Jj, iJ*47.' and 
jrvnediately hrntilities began. The Kin|; in his address 
-foes the thrcme spoke oi the lianqisets a^ ** an agitation due 
*3 Uind and huttile pasMons.'* The phrase could not lie 
9«Tf'AJoLed by the upp(><iitian and all eflforts at conciliati(in 
■ err iruitle^i^ ()rat«>r succeeded orator, and on February 

# l^lni entereti the delate. He treated the right of meeting, 
tSe nght to hold public political assemUies. He com- 

T>fed by refuting four claims of Hebert, the Keeper of 

Seals This go\'emment spokesman had claimed that 

wa.s no law authorizing the meetings: Ixdru prtXCNted 

tVa: It was for the caliinet to find a text forbidding them; 

A.-*! mnmner. the cofHtitutirm of I7«;3 did sijccifically {>cr- 

!r=c :hrm Hcdcrt had nuintained that whereas all other 

'0r*in were enumeratrd in the Cliarter. liliertv of inert- 

■ .- ^kl^ :;< jruluilcti ,\:u\ Itcfuc diif not cxi«it . Ix-dni c<»n- 

•• .•'•••••! thi% thrrr wrrc many thinj;^ n«»t in tlir « liartrr 

..• ^rrr \^mrTA'\\ m'.»i:ni/rd. wuh a^ thr m »\ rn ijii! . of 

' :«^^*> and ihr rj;;!i! t.i H|irak in the Ir^;: slat Mir The 

* ^*T •'• the Seal** b.ad stated that the ri;:?it i»i iticott:;^ 

• •* ••**• -imr a^ th*- r:;^!!? •»?' av^'riatnifi. the ri^lil !•• I ••fin 
t^-^f a' ^»f j^!:i/a!i«»f:^ . Ix'lrit asserted t!ul hi** adversary 

• - * •*-*• ? rfrrrr*ir \rTN \\r!! I-aHtlv Hc?»crt had c»ti!rn«|cd 
. ..^. .-..^ T:»-^! .-• fnrrr:r.^ cf.^^cTvlrrrtl rV.r r:;:ht of .i^sVM'.ion 
#-t;»'^^*\ ;»f •>-. 'Ktrd . Ijrdru afV^rninl !ha: as a tuatttr t»t 
•A • •'^ r:;^':\i ..• as*-n-iali*»fi ^ainr fir^t h:>!»»rua!! » ilow- 
»-i*-* --r r'.;r^l Ijt'Itu I*i»I'in. the entire «|iiestion is ■•vr of 

•• » ' * ;»H:::ts !*.-. ilrtnm;; al! tirrArittrti r!^;^.!-. thr 
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authorities deny fundamental liberties. Remember the ban- 
quets of 1829 and the fall of Charles X! In an doquent 
peroration the orator turned to the left and begged that it 
cease all recriminations and unite on this qtiestion.' 

Ledru's speech was a great success. " For the first time per- 
haps since he sat in the Chamber, he was listened to with 
serious attention; for the first time also did he rise to the 
hights of the orators of the great assembly. His argument 
was logical, his speech passionate but restrained: his 
eloquence borrowed, for the sacred cause he defended, a 
\-ital force.** ' Odilon Barrot had feared that Lcdru " would 
bring the government a useful diversion by his revolution- 
zxy exaggerations ; such was not the case ; he confined him- 
self to treating with elevation and even with relative 
moderation the \tg^ and constitutional question of the right 
of public meeting." • .\11 the newspapers of the left praised 
the speech. The R^arme, naturally, was eulogistic. The 
Saiicnal declared: " M. Ledru-Rotlin in a discourse justly 
applauded completely overturned the poor scaffolding of 
M. Hebert. * The Siicle wrote : " He profited very skiUf uUy 
from the mistakes of M. Hebert. . . . His argument was 
concise .... and caused a real sensation on the ministerial 
benches.** Even the governmental Dubois admitted his ** real 
abilit>'.** When Ledru's oration was discussed in the pre- 
sence of the King, one of the courtiers feared that such a 
speech might intimidate the majority, but Ixxiis Philippe re- 
plied that possibly there were " fifteen or so capable of being 
thus influenced, but that the government would none the less 
have a majority.' 



»• « 



» Stern I : 76. 
* Barrot 1 : 4^. 
•Marnay JOI. 
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THr Irtt tcmk up the challenge of the Ko^Trnmctit and 
decxkd to close the series of binquetii with a monster de- 
■vAitration in I^ris. Eighty deputies were to attend at 
the halY in the twelfth arrnndissement ( I^tin quarter), tnit 
en mr.diti«i that Ijedru should not take part. Irlaght hun- 
irrvi «:i>ir:i:« (letitionefl that Ixtlru lie alloucil to siicak at 
:hr i«a!)i|uet. even if that should cause the al>»eiKe of all the 
ochrr «kfiuties The extreme democrats ni the organizing 
ccmmittee de^irefl l^ru's attendance, and tlie legitimist* 
«Q;j(«^rti tliem. Init the members of tlie d>iiastic ofvposition 
and ;hr nv^rate republicans preferred the prewnce of 
cschc\ deputies to that of one. I^ru made matters easy; 
kr tt4d the organixers of the banquet that if his colleagues 
m the Cliafiitier objected to his presence, he would not be 
affmdrd at being told so. " I am very much flattered by 
tke honor you do me.'* he said, " but it is preferable that 
cicte\ deputies attend rather than one. I advise ycni to 
cake the greatest precautions to maintain order at the ban- 
•♦jr: !'i 4uth(»n/c nc» repuMicaii «»r Ici^itiini^t tcast. to kcrp 

• •h:" W^l Unnul^. ^«i that thr authorities canrnK make 
<^^*^' «"w? ni any irrr^'iilantir^ vshuh winili! serve it a*! 
SI •*'•'. :*fr It ha^ <lei*:«lr<i to u^c vi'tlcnce in orikr to Mrerij; 
•-^- '\ ;■•* !uin *:r:cr Irvjality is c»»Titrary to its e.xistence ' ^ 

? Sr p'%rrnnK!:t excrtrti itse!i ti» :hc iitin<ist Xu |»fcvc:it 

• *«^ 'a:.',t>ri. thrratrnir:^ a i|irr\*t prohilntifNi 1'in.ilh 
'• '•* 4* ♦? <<hrT^ hr«ni>j!it AlNnit a i-umjM'ofniM- lwt\%mi 

-- : ' Ar-J r.arrot \i! the jjuc^t^ wrrr tt» ap;ic.tr at thr 
-TT*^ *r * ^I:l'«i !Varr«K v%a% to take the chair, a |w'»ce ciim 
r- •. rrf ykx% to a{>t«ear ari«! «»r»Ier tlie ;:iirst> to »|i*jKT*r. 
:a** * *A« to niakr a :4irmal protect, thr ^at)<|urt na^ to 
L »». • .•- a* ! thr <a*r «h«*uld thru lie utiUnittril Xu tlie c»mrt> 
•^#--u'. J.' ma* thr 'latr agreeil iipnn. }'\tx on the twentieth 



34 LEDRV'ROLLIS ASD SECOND FRENCH REPVBUC [188 

complications arose. The Riforme announced that Ledni- 
Rollin would attend the banquet. Probably Ledni was dis- 
satisfied with the compromise and wished to precipitate mat- 
ters. His presence would mean the attendance of the ex- 
tremists and the men of the secret societies ; ^ it would 
threaten the control of the banquet by the monarchists.* 
More important than Ledru's proposed attendance was the 
manifesto drawn up by Armand Marrast, editor-in-chief of 
the National and the most prominent member of the com- 
mittee in charge of arrangements. As the banquet was to 
be a mere simulacriun, the demonstration would consist 
largely of the procession to the banquet hall. Marrast 
published in all the liberal newspapers on February 21 an 
order of march in which the National Guard was to march 
as a unit. This would constitute an act of defiance of the 
government, for the National Guard was not supposed to 
assemble except at the order of its leaders. When Guizol 
heard of this on February 21, he repudiated his compro- 
mise with Barrot and definitely forbade the banquet. Was 
the left mildly to give up the contest or boldly to def> the 
government ? 

*Thc rcpoblicani tinder the July monarchy orgBniied tn iccrci 
cieties to overthrow the Kiaf . 

•Sec Alton- Shee mA 



I -• 



I'lll I'KBKrAKY I).\Y^ 

rtBAi AB\ Ji wAii a crucial tby The ii|»po$iti(m dcpu- 

n c^^hrml at (XliKiti Harruc'^ h<nisc. The timid lilieral 

irarchittft «i»he<l to draw l«ack. In s|Mte of the oppcMi* 

or i*i Ijimanine and ni Ahon-Shce. the liberal |)eer,' it 

at •irotSnl that the meniliers of the tliamber should ncK 

-r-^*! The )ant|uct in the twelfth arrondissement Kmile 

rar<ijn %u|Qr^ted that the dq)Utir« of the left shcnild 

i '.r, at the i'tumlrr a collective resii^nation, Init the 

»at rejected * All that these deputies could agree on 

« ^r. :m{ieachment r»f the miniMry. 

^': hii{« of action n<»w dqiended on the radicals. Mocon 

siTTfvl h:% oJleai^ues on the K^formr to meet at 8 p m. at 

',hg ^xe o? the newspaper to consider the fiiuncial situation 

>? ?hi; j'jumal This stmimons deceive«l no one; all knew 

:Se qtaestton of a revolution would be discussed At 

i;^«i«Rteil time there a«serTi(>led under HiKon's presi- 

"9B->4tfv «at an An(>nvi!>. « rrpuUican prrr. The folUivinf i% hit 
« cf l^fv-RrUlm ' Hr was « tne man. plri«mc and aitracitvc. 
'warv-l mh arn'Mif iScnwvratft. iipm. |rficri>u«. imprrfttinnablc, 
rm» m ^tt 4r««rrt an«J at 1>* hit ca|«acity at a ttatnman. drraminc 
•v« n ai M Thirft nf Napolrvm. I'nfnrianatrly he lacked the 
rvi *-v vlitfli be «at m>«tf amhttifiut ? f mnrtt. character. \ well- 
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dency over sixty of the most ardent republicans : collabora- 
tors on the R^onnc, delegates of the National Guard, 
leaders of the secret societies. Alton-Shee, Caussidiere» 
and others wanted the radicals to start an uprising, but 
Louis Blanc declared for inaction.* Then Ledru-RoIIin 
took the floor. This was the supreme moment of the meet- 
ing, for his influence ^^s sufficient to turn the scale in 
either direction. 

If we look at I^ru's antecedents, we wonder how any one 
could have doubted that he w^ould oppose an uprising. Emile 
Ollivier later declared : '* At this time I was well acqainted 
with Ledru-Rollin and his friends. There is not one of 
them I have not often heard repeat that before the death 
of Ledru-Rollin nothing could be attempted toward establish- 
ing a republic." ' Ledru had never been a member of any 
secret society: he had never taken pout in nor abetted any 
conspiracy. "Consult all my friends,*' he himself said 
later. " all those who have fought with me. behind me : 
nexTr under the old go\'emment did I wish to bdong to a 
secret society, to a conspiracy. Conspiracies produce riots; 
open discussion produces revolutions," • Always extremely 
violent in words, Ledru showed himself circumspect if not 
timid when it came to action.* Yet by Alton-Shee and 
others his moderation was unexpected.* 

*Alton>Shc« 22yA, Sarrans i:jHj-s; CasttUc 1:137-^; I>clvao 1J7: 
La Hoddr Saisttuue 40^40; Noagmrcdc 46. Others pmcnt were .\lhert. 
Etienne Ara^n. GoiiYard, Quinet. and Thorr. 

•OlIiTier I : 470l 

'Speech of .Augutt 3. 1(148. in Disc our t politiquts 2 : 44. 

*** Impetooos in hit fpeeeh. hut weak in hit actt.** mji RabaiHl- 
Laribiere 1 : I7- **An artist in revoltttiont. He loved fme gettttres and 
•OQorotts wordi. . . . L^ntfm thunderinf at the Gxivention was hb 

model He loved splendor and cnjoTed life. The sight of blood 

troubled htm. . . . .\ man of the tribune, he was incapable of action. 
Weak in character, he was nstned by his friendihtpt.* So speaks the 
ooQJcrvative Rrr>nat i$-6. Cf. N. Oullois 10s. 

*Ahon-Shre 2^^ Cf. praise of his moderation in Sarraas t : J^ 
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tjcdm in the »prccch which he now delivered Mid: 
* L>ttnnc che tir^t revuluti^m. when cnir fathers appointed 
M 4a> fur an insurrection. the>' organized for it lonf; in 
advance Are there enough of us? Have we arms, 
Bsutions. a plan of battle? The go\'emment is well 
pepftrcd It has a numerous army, a formidible artillery; 
ic« trunp* merely wait a word to o\'erwhelm us. I lielie\*e 
a b*ctle begun under these conditions is utter fiilly *' Vs 
Rri insisted tm action. Ijrdru resumed : *' I^et us nnt take 
'i^ir desires for realities I'or se\Tral months we have been 
g^Tttng ground; In' preci|>itate action we shall ctHinnimi^^e 
*be f attire, we shall ri^lc the annihilation of our farty.'* * 
Tlt=i tperch dended the a«sefnl»ly The police spy and agent 
^r^vcj/mr. Iji Hodde.* trieil to rex'ive the sentiment for 
rry^ik Hut the meeting favored Ijcdru-Rollin. Ouinet 
«<^ipi«trd him. and FIociki. in clcning the conference, ad- 
rard that those present preserve a quiet attitude unleu a 
•e»^*-a! ncra^ion offer itvlf Tlitis the meeting di^^Jved. 
••A* -^if -Irtrrmtnerl <ki no coutm* of action The nrxt <lav 
Sr > r^.^rmr dq>rccate<l violeticr 

'•"^ '■vT' <riiw?i f«f«»kr on the twrnty '►ecofid the lri»lrr«» \%rrr 
r.". •:r.FjfrT/4ri| nit %o the peii|»!r Thrv {viradril the Mrrrt% 
uSw^:-g -''iTi"!! Ziith (#iiir.>f or Hurr^ih for rrfortft. cheering 



" ■■ **^ •>!< fr;,u(hiran« camr inti> j"i»rf m FfbruAry thr* i'»* •^rfr'l 
!»^ '. ^ ?' -'.-V 4r*! AT'^hrf mrtrbrf **i the %rcrr^ vKjrtJr* nA'-^r t « "hrnu 
»•-• •• ».'r »*•■«-« I'jQttt'Srrr. fhm ; re fret *-f t-j'icr. «*''*• ' ? • •! <f h"« 

i^i t»^ A~Wr? :r*rrtrfv.* «,'iu«t! !irfr hfttl apKK< Ct'r J * ^r I rilru't 
^mf^rw Sm •• It ir^f'am h'« mtxh I^-fru kxiri* . f fht% irTcgnitAf 
^» *^ ^Vn-a !V».K Sf—r :•*: , \a»uTAl1y la M ! Ir !:. . a !c.« 
«9M«i««i 'fri 'dfifM In hii '. Jinm.r J^ la fC/fuhh^ur v> %Kl-^. 

A '-^fV •* -'^i !#«••«■» Aii'*i 4t All I rjt«-*r ^a^irtif " * :» *hKl 
•^.arir*v*-«*> « Afr fr<5tind*ry ami htatttr.s" an«! 'Ir^^rilM** htin a* 
* Kift^^f A - tr* 'i| rB««c f*mr ami mjo^mmt . a man li intfl'.rct 
liir • **t3«* W'^ <vtff)prrKtntx«i ^kf %arirff tut tufir^iVia* attammrnti ** 
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for Barrot or Marrast or Ledni-RolliiL They erected bar- 
ricades here and there, but with no definite system. Al- 
though the banquet had been called off, the students and 
the workingmen who were to march to it assen:d>Ied at the 
Madeleine and added to the uproar. Qearly all Paris was 
against Guizot. Fortunately for the revolution the King 
was as undecided as his adversaries. Had he adopted at 
that moment a policy of vigor, the uprising could have been 
suppressed ; had he adopted a policy of conciliation and dis- 
missed his obnoxious ministry, the excitement would have 
subsided. But Louis Philippe and Guizot espoused the 
tactics of watchful waiting, taking no effective measures 
of anv sort. Liberal monarchists and radicals continued to 
hold meetings. A group of republicans assemMed in the 
Rue St. Honorc in the afternoon. Caussidiere declared 
that affairs were progressing well : such was also the opinion 
of Mocon. Ledru. and Louis Blanc. In the evening they 
met again in the Palais Royal. No definite measures were 
taken, btit they agreed that in case of need the secret socie- 
ties should assemble in the Boulevard S. Martin.' 

The twenty- second closed in a quiet manner. The agita- 
tion seemed to \yt subsiding, .\hout 4:30 in the morning 
of Februarv 2X Ledru-Rollin met his confreres in a small 
restaurant and the general opinion was that there was little 
hojie of a re>'olutian. I-edru, who had never believTd in 
the success of the uprising and who feared arrest, manifested 
his <^tisfaction. Hocon was in an angry mood: only a 
few did not des[>air.* 

\lthough the republicans were despondent, Ijouis Philippe 
was e<|ualty so. Now the terrified king tried a compro- 
mise. Had he aMicnterl at this moment in favor of \\\\ 
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fia mfaum or had he cvm callcfl Oditon lUrroc to thr prrmier- 
all would have brm well ; but from now mi he \'ielded 
bjr 9tep. but always just too late. What would have 
the mob a little earlier Ijoui^ I^hilifipe granted only 
the firopitiouii moment was pasi^ed. Thus the kin|f 
Ketcuary j^ di«mi«se<i riuizoc and called on the coiorless 
Moie to form a cabinet 

Thr clumber met ami«l general agitatuMi. The impeach- 
: (»f the ministers was moved and merely aroused a 
im (iuixol'i lips At last Ckiizot took the floor. All 
vtvwSrred what he could say; how grrzt was the stupefac* 
tvei when he calmly announced that the kinj; had stmimoned 
c oont Mc4e The left broke out into open cheers which 
were calmed with difficuhy by liarrot. The rifjht and centre 
wre dufhbfnunded at sceinf;^ themselves abandoned with 
«trh {iu%ilbnimity by the kinf^ they had defended throu|^ 
tbck and thm 

FHiTuary 2\ had |*a«4e<l with«»ttt blcmdshcd. and it looked as 
"•* •-vri 'hr rhrra!r!iv:4j n;»riHinj^ rnii^ht Mil^hlr Hut Niit|<|cnly 
*- r I •.■ f-.* altrrril .^^itninifir tirrt! a %iray ^h**! in the lUnilc 
• iT'i 'it% < a^KK'tnc*' 1 hrrni|*<»n thr tn »<>|»^ rrplinl with a vol- 
^^ ar-I «<firr> «»t inn*cm! !»ys!.in<lrrH fdl ilrail <»r \\<iiintlcd 
** • ^l^ri. ij^Tuirtl the ^niotildrnn;; insurrcrtKKi 'Ilw 
5^-: > fa:*cd ^arruaMr* in every jart of the nx\ \ t«*ri*h- 
f*** ;*r'*r^v:*<f: J<nrin;j thr victim* t>f thr MAixuurr )ara(tr«l 
•V •■r'nr!% Jeav^rij* Jchirul a trat! nf iiul:ifTiation an<l rn- 
•* :* 4»r?*, Thr Nat^fta) < itunl. which till mm* had iiuin- 
•A 'r * a Vncv'Jrnt rinifralitx. thrr^ in it< lot with the 
',^ r-r fV ^-KiTijn-i^tr h.i'I u*'rrt\ thr f»ri»lrtariat 

'• «a« •*. -vfc rh«4f Ix'Ini '%••'*•?: • h in;jr«l hi% ulra-* a* to a 

••-I *• * 'ftrl '^f. rr^i(^jti«>*i **i .!:r prmir mniKtrr and X\\t 

#-,r-M .,• -Sr !*-iniVrvar«! '\rs < a ;»!:•■ :rir* hr had r n^wJrrril 

A- • t :^-n* «r. :i»H:*h \*<»w hr vaid to his frimd* ** V\rf\ 

• mr 1# • » %i>\rr»1. it ^ill ha^i-ttutr the jir(p|»)r t.» ^trrr? 
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fighting, and if Mood is shed, it is on Barrot that the 
sponsibility will fall." * Lcdru-Rollin and Alton-Shcc went 
to the oflfkes of the Reforme. The leaders assembled there 
were congratulating each other on the course of events when 
the sound of an approaching crowd was heard. The 
Parisians loved to hear patriotic addresses and this group 
had come " to get the password from the Rffomie.'* After 
Flocon had told the news of Guizot's fall, Ledru-Rollin 
praised the energy of the people who had broken the will of 
a despot and urged them not to lay down their arms 
till they had gathered the fruits of xnctory. The concessions 
they should demand were : amnesty, liberation of all {X)litical 
prisoners, recognition of the right of meeting, and suppres- 
sion of the property <|ualification in voting. After the de- 
puty, the peer: .Mton-Shce reiterated Ledru's four demands.* 
The day closed with the people in open revolt clamoring for 
Barrot and reform. Ledru-Rollin committed to the cause 
of revolution, the king terrified and yielding slowly. 

On the morning of the twenty-fourth the tumult con- 
tinued, and the demands of the people increased. They had 
at first demanded merelv electoral reform, then the dismissal 
of Guizot. Later no one less than Odilon Barrot would 
be accepted as premier; now the alxlication of the King and 
the regency of the Duchess of Orleans was the minimum 
demand. Some even went so far as to urge a provisional 
government during the minority of the Count of Paris, 
the grandson of I^uis Philippe. The King )4elded inch by 
inch, but alwavs when it was too late. Mole had been unable 
to form a ministrj'. and Thiers, to whom the King next 
turned* insisted on the inclusion of Barrot : but this advance 
toward liberalism had been neutralized b\' the appointment 
of Marshal Bugeaud. a cold-blooded general and confirmed 

■ Noacmre<Se ts^ Cf, Barrot 2 : 304. 
*Alton-Sli^ 'SJ'4: Sarrini 1 : j64-S* 
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*fsKttocnnr. to the command of all the milttarv forces. The 

ua* patntnu jjnniml. f'Acn the soldiers of the 

a\*erccl in their <levci<i«in and ^houcd a rqK:;:n.'ince to 

(m the revoluticmist^ At Um tlie Kin^ nude his 

ftacntWe. he atxlicated in favor of hi^ j;ra:\i* »m with 

•^ Ih>che*4 of Orleans an rej;:rnt and !Uirr«»C ;i'i premier. 

Vx^:n he had i^aited too lon^; even this di<i not now (|uiet 

'.he people. the\- were clenundinf; a provisicmal j;ji>vernment. 

The Mlea of a |irovi^i<Mial );ovemment which sihould rule 

11 the name of the <*ount of I^ris was slowly growing, for 

-ii» ««e had >et «larrtl to propose a republic Numerous |>ro- 

>i«.al« for memtiership in the new executive were circubted 

••^f^^sgh the crrmdf that thronged the streets. Of twenty- 

*^e 'fcfferent cfwnhinations. Arago's name a|>|iear^ on all 

*a3K nor. Ix«lru*Koliin*s on twentv-one. I^amartine\ on nine- 

•*m then in order of popularity came Marie, I>»uii I*latK« 

• ^rnierPagrs, MarraM. Hocon. .Vlbert, I>upont de I'Kure. 
y^r^it. Recurt. Cremieux. and I^mennais. The centres of 
i^'xz: -n urre the twr) rq>u!»ljran news|ia|iers. At llu- .»i 

*rrt .>f the .\\Ut^*»uil a c<alition with O^lilon Ilarrot \\as 

■-^•••rrrfd to *'f\r with I.nlru K*i>!lin Thrrr the i'lca o* a 

" .♦ ^«i' j»ii\rfT'nirf:: ua^ n>t wcw . for *»cvrr.i! *\.\\s l>c 

• iT^ 1? i »-KvK"h-iri\ <k !: ni%r thr |»ri»icrt had ^nm\ •liMii^'^rtl 
f.i ! Ka ! *«rrr «!rTrT:iirrd •• rhniinatc !>r<lru a^ \\r!! a*' 
'-•; • : irv \*«»%\ thr 'taTncx .1 Irancoi% \rag«». « laniirr 

ir^^ :-inurt::;r a?: I '.!ar:c a err .■irce{>ted iina!i:m«>tisiy 

. 'V r>«!rratf%, a%vcniM<-x| at thr National o!?:cr>. those 

-* '•!afn»t anil llarr«ic \%ith .IrtTuMlty < urn»e ap.d ' re 

?ti#»j:m mrrr reicrtrrl The r.ariir «»!* Ir^lru K'nlin canard 

' '^ •*"jTU d: wu^*H•f^ It v%a* fina!!\ rrrttr-l. a> th«»sr prr 

•ir-- •#-*• h% ume had n««C vet c«imr * I-«H.n\ J'lanc a!i<l his 



^ LEDRV-ROLUN AND SECOND FRENCH REFUBUC [igg 



^\rc<jier arrived from the Refarme, but the National would 
«$. ^«t SBike no compact with its rival. At the offices of the 
C:^^'^^^ Barrol, of course, was rejected, but many moderate 
^M^iJKaRS were included. The accepted list consisted of 
\.,>fr^XoUin. .AJbert, Arago, Louis Blanc, Flocon, Marrast, 
^M Vone^ Later in the morning Martin de Strasbourg in> 
4%iv:^ ttie Sational to compromise, and in a conference with 

^Mi> i^&jLiK a list of nine, the same as that finally adopted 
hUn :^V names of Albert and Cremieux, was agreed on and 
<%i.i.v 4|r|?f\^\Td by the two newspapers.' 

vN l<\lru-Rollin during the morning we have two 
Mii«ftfc^«^ At ten o'clock he met General Bedeau in the 
*Vfc^v ^ *jk Concorde. The general declares : 

^V^ ,v*» everybody seemed disposed for peace. I was ac- 
vH*v^ ** ^^^ ^^"^ ^y ^ ^^^^ ^"^ looking man. accompanied 

V % >ivH*«»<<^r 4nd slighter friend, as pale as the first was red. 
. ^••n. '.^ K>rmer said to me, / src you are making smcerr 

^%#^ AiK"^^ k^mciliation: I assure you we also desire it. I 

,^ «^«ft V^i*«. ^^ I om actively employed on that mission. 

V tH.*»^ ^♦^ ^' Jules Favre. Was M. Ledru-Rolltn then 

%v«Mv«4<^ ^^ ^t^\\^tii>n and did he seek to put my vigilance to 

^^ . *!. Va ^s^i^? I doubt it. and several persons of the 

kvs^tKHNAr^ V*»^^rty have told me since that at ten ock>ck he 

V %i.\x» ^^^'^^ ^^^ *^^"^ conser\'ative deputies : " You have 
*u«^ '^^ vyi^ ^^ ^^ *" ^^^^ ^^ abdication of the King and 

^^ vi.M*v^ <^^ ^^^ proclaimed, the sections will come here. 
^ ^ uV V^aittwhlv. and there will be a complete revolu- 
V% ^^ ^ ^*'^ ^^ "^ ^^'"'^ ^"^ '^ * republic or 
vx., vx * ^s^^^JM^tul i^nxmroent. 



\ * »•'» 
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\aaclKr tncidon too commonly aocepccd is prolnbly with- 

mm foondttion. Refiiatih declares : '* In a roorninf con- 

iMfwfcn M. Camsidi^ and M. Ledra-Rollin, h was 

chat the fonner should imhe about him the armed 

of the secret societies and march on the Cham* 

Hofwewr, this would not fit in with the other two 

of the mominf . Note espcdally the irnKkelihood 

Farre. who was aocompan)rinf Lnbu, betnf a fiarty 

d ecei^ int General Bcdcau. Secondly several persons 

to have believed in Ledni*s pacific intentions. Thirdly 

did not go to the Chamber but to the prefecture 

of pohcr. Fourthly the fattter did not mention the incident 

m hu memoirs and he is not usually reticent about such mat* 

Fifthly Repiauk has a tendency to see plots every* 

we than eome across this trend of his again. As to 

other accoimts they are either brief and vague or they 

a fiavor of absurdity and impcnbabclity.* 

The centre of interest now shifts to the Chamber. 

I^ira-Ronin was not yet ready to dccbre for a republic: 

• Sim the c Mre me left held a meetini^. he with the other 

Vr% vxntd for a ref^tncy.* His cdleai^iri o^Trwheimed 

«nth questions and he|Q(ed him to use his influence to 

4n rrvl to the 9tni|^f^. " No," he told Mime deputies 

!>• *hr cmtre. ** not until the people had ditained all the 

Mf f tViinn thry have the right to demand." * 

«e»«!4«i of the <lumlier began about one «>Vlock; 



!• j6r accrpit the %torj Sirm t uj brlir%f« H "ikvoiiS of 

* p**Tu'rm0 4t t^mdfff }u\y t. l^mariinr t iju. lUmd in FrMsr^'t 
0mmfmg 91 14*- 4 drc '»rr« that l^Hrv tolil htm prrsocully thai he. 
.^'•«ik W4 mrm I.4flufiftw o^rr to I hr i'Sra of a rrpuMic H«l ibrrr i* 
Trt --ir^^«raff4a far fhit ttalrtnrai and Hlind ofim makcf mntalirt. 

* «.'«al r* .>ir/;.*'»r- • i.- /### 6 14. Sarran« 1 4^ 
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half an hour later the Duchess of Orleans entered the hall* 
accompanied by the Duke of Nemours, her two sons, and 
several deputies. One of the latter, Dupin, was forced into 
the tribune and in a woefully weak speech proposed the re- 
gency of the Duchess/ Lamartine demanded that the ses- 
sion be suspended till the members of the royal family had 
retired, and Sauzet, the conservative president, with char- 
acteristic weakness agreed, thereby aliandoning the only 
hope of obtaining the regency. After Oudinot had de- 
fended the claims of the Duchess, Marie of the Sational 
openly demanded a pronsional government. He was sup- 
ported by Cremieux ; this was important, for it was the first 
defection from the ranks of the liberal monarchists. A! 
legitimist. Gcnoude. declared that only an appeal to the 
people could decide the future form of government. Itarrol 
now appeared in the tribune and made a final api^eal in be- 
half of the Duchess: *' As for me, I cannot take the respon- 
sibility of civil war. The regency of the Duchess of 
Orleans with a ministr}* of the most reliable men will give a 
more certain guarantee of til)erty. and an appeal to the 
country .... can then be made, and made without leading 
to civil war.*' Ilarrot closed with the declaration that he 
was in favor of true liberty.* 

A legitimist. I^ RcKhejaquelin. was the ne.xt speaker; 
he u-as interrupted by the entrance of a small liand of 
armed men, whose leader advanced and planted the tricolor 
in the tribune in spite of the resistance of the president. 
Many deputies left the hall. Tumult reigned. Many 

'By the Uw of \%^ the Chamber had granted the rcfency to the 
Duke of Nemourt. uncle of the Count of Parts, but he was unsMipular . 
aocordmfly the Ktnf in al>«iicattnc had named as regent the nr«' king't 
mother, thus Ulefilly by his o%kn authority abrofittnf a formai law of 
the lecislature. 

^Mcmtemr, February ^5. VSTien no reference f«>r parliamentary de- 
bates It fi^o^ the M^miieur of the followtnf day is meant. 
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«rmtor% crowded to the trtlntne. Oemieux. Ijimartitie. and 
LciiniKolhn pushed to the front. The latter sticceeiled in 
fgZT^ctin^ the attention of the mot> 

Thi% wzs the moment for which I^ru liad licen waitin^^ 
for >ear% I^anurtme say^ concrrnini; it : 

^teo^ the onlv rqmhlican in the ChamlKrr. in^ptrrr of thr 
■lie an prr««. orator (»f dmnK-ratic tanqurt^. declaret! 
of all coni|»rofniMr«. of all rcvrvati<m«. of all half- 
birartrd mo^emrnt^ bv the fl\na»tio left, a man w\\t* rarrirti 



ts% ofifKMxtion mi^ide the i.liaml>er tu the |)oint where facti<Hi%- 
ir-»« ^>ef»n. and otitftide to the |M>int where it liecame v^litMin, 
M IxdmKolhn. y<Hin|(. welMniih, with a full-hkxKlec] coun- 
^maace. impetuous in voice and f^sture. hut firr^rvini; tlie 
4r^]brrate molncM of a {M>litician under the apparent f rrnxy of 
aa orator. «mned the man prepared for and dcniamle«l hy the 
ntix%^<\ Hi» iftoffl*. stroni^ly aflfrcted by a slu<ly of the forms 
*3^ ;ir|<ular cWv^uence. jKwvrsscd thr ^lif^itly |M)%thum(ni<( advent* 
€>4 rSr C*on%entvm The lanf^uaipe of Danton breathed aifain 
f? - * fr^^f**fn% \{\\ far lie an<i rich imafpnation *renirit to 
■-— • ■ ?hr ;»a*t f* r a rr-'nlrl f«»r the futiirr. ar.«l l>r seeinec! to 
••T*'' '^'^ ''"*^ <»pj»»rf.in!t\ t'lr ^iruj^jl*'. f<»r >r^«'r\. {«»r imnwirial 

v**" -y thr \Ant%hr«| tlraHM ••! the preat re\o!uth»n Nolatr<l 
^: '*^ r*trrm< >ft «»f the OiainVr in a premature re^mbluan- 

^r- '-' r e'Iru kollin via** rrfnarke<i only for hi^ abtbtv Hi* 
• «'i*-i*'* Ka«l i!p ?•» that time b'^tencii to him rathrr with 

. • . •• . T.an mtth terror . 111 ;heir eve^ he wa^ merelv a rcvohi 

• ^r^' g- . *• •.» thrir ear% hr w.is on'v the so^o^lnl^ c\ ho of 
* ' • " : •". r Vr-.t ar: ! J iirir»! Sinlileiily t!>e rolr% Ita*! 

•— C .■ *A* J'.iN (llraii^ur* \%lio were ir\ th* pa*: ;? w.»^ 

••-' - -, i< V tj.^t J it J.rM.ir.r the realit) 

- The rame of the |»ro|»le voii represent, f demand 
u,^r^^r ^re*! Ixdru K«»Ihn iri hu ^tmt<^run v«»ice. the mi*'* 
'a-j)fV* ?rti •V rry •* In the rurne of M l^ruRiJbn. 
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dency ovtr sixty of the most ardent republicans : collabora- 
tors on the R^onnc, delegates of the National Guard, 
leaders of the secret societies. Alton-Shee, Caussidiere» 
and others wanted the radicals to start an uprising, but 
Louis Rlanc declared for inaction.^ Then I^ru-Kollin 
took the floor. This was the supreme moment of the meet- 
ing, for his influence was sufficient to turn the scale in 
either direction. 

If we look at I^edru's antecedents, we wonder how any one 
could have doubted that he would oppose an uprising. Emile 
Ollivier later declared : ** At this time I was well acqainted 
with Ledni-Rollin and his friends. There is not one of 
them I have not often heard repeat that before the death 
of Ledru-Rollin nothing could be attempted toward establish- 
ing a republic." ' Ledru had never been a member of any 
secret society: he had never taken part in nor alietted any 
conspiracy. "Consult all my friends,** he himself said 
later. *' all those who have fought with me, t)ehind me : 
never under the old go\'emment did I wish to belong to a 
secret society, to a conspiracy. Conspiracies produce riots ; 
open discussion produces revolutions," * Always extremely 
violent in words, Ijedru showed himself circumspect if not 
timid when it came to action.^ Yet by Alton-Shee and 
others his moderation was unexpected.* 

'Altoo-Shcc 22y^; Sarrant i:jHj-5; Castillc t;iJ7-^; I>clvaa tJ7; 
La Ho(!«Jr S'aissatue 4D-40; Nooffmrrdc 46. Others pretent were .Mberu 
Etimne Ariico. Gairard. Quioct. and Tborr. 

*OlltYicr 1 : 470. 

'Speech of Aucuftt j. 1A48. in D%sc<mrs politiques i : 44. 

*" Impetoriaft m hit speech, hut weak in his acts.** says Baha«d- 
Laribiere 1 : 17. **An artist in revolutions, lie loved fine gesturet and 
sonorous worda. . . . Dantrm thundering at the Convention was hb 
model. . ^ . He loved splendor and enjoyed life. The sight of blood 
troubled htm. . . . .\ man of the tribune, he was incapable of actioii. 
Weak in character, he was mined by his frtendihips.** So speaks the 
conservative Rrejuat t5<6. Cf. \. Galloit los. 

*Ahon-Shre 2JS- Cf, praise of his moderation in Sarraas I : JQS. 
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Ijcdni in the iiprrcch which he now delivered Mid: 
* I^onnfc the hr^t revolutifm. when our fathers appointed 
a da> (ciT an insurrection, they organized for it long in 
Advance Are there enough of us? Have we arms, 
ssutiuns. a plan of battle? The government is well 
jprrparcd It has a ntmierous army, a formidible anillery; 
tt% iruc^ts merely w^it a word to overwhelm us. I I relieve 
a battle begun under these conditions is utter f«>IIy '* As 
Rr\ moisted f«i action. Ijedni resumed: ** Ixt un not take 
''^ar drtires for realities For se>Tral m<inths we have been 
^^rtxn^ grocmd; In' preci|>itate action we shall ctmnromise 
the futtxre. we shall ri^k the annihilation of our party.** * 
TTt:» %perch denoted the a«semt>iy. The police spy a:i*l agent 
fn^-^-a/mr. I^ Hodde.* tried to re\'ive the sentiment for 
fmili Rut the meeting favored I^edru-Kollin. Ouinet 
■ lyy iirteil him, and FIocimi. in closing the owiference. ad- 
rtscti that those present preserve a quiet attitude unless a 
•cw^'-a* orratiofi iiffrr itself Thus the meeting «li'i^<Jved. 
•a. "Y 'Irrrfmine*! (ki n<» r«»'ir^ f>f .irtum Thr tirxt <lav 
'^^ y<rf.*rmt ilqirrcaiecl viiJence 

»^ '"v-r *!awM J'T<»kr «»n ihr turrity ^rc<Hul thr Iculrr^ wrrr 
»?:" t*./irc?'ie*f n-^ m» thr pet>^»;r Tliev |«ararlri! the streets 
vSw.:rr-g * .Tif! Zi-xth (/Mir.*f «»f HurrrJt for rfform. chrcnng* 



• ■ •*• •-*-' •»•«** nan* CAfnr inli» pi»mcr in Fcl>ru*fy thr» .■»* '\rrr*\ 
'St^ \^ ?' .■V *.•>* A- A)'tt rrvTrSrf <.f thr %rcfn *««c!**ttr* r.i—*- * *. >»mu 
•** • •• ** tr-^i ^ AOii: Srfr. thrti ; rrfrct kA ;<>!icr. c*'!*- ' ' 'X rr h-* 
•'•r •' ••*^* ?►♦ 17-'% ^0'fr*\ *n ! «>kj!i! hj\r ♦rfltmcrtj tJ «■— . •• IrHh 
:<»i ^•j* A;Vr^ r'r-.f'w ! ^'lunitirrr hail a(M>!> filfrJ * ■: : *-i!ru't 
t^m0^^^ )mf •* ;i « ^'••jiin h- • nuKh I,#<!ru knrw i«f fh*« •••r|pti!Ar 

4 -'^.'^ ** •• rt ! ^ti*u'« al i' M ** Jkii I rj?i"*» «a\inf{ * ■* .?k1 

*n***r*»- rf^ » jkfr rr<^•Jr.^l«rT jtriiS Ua»»ir.<** jr*I •Jcwnlic* htm j« 
*tj*»7.t « ic* '.< r»*«c <*fr^ an*! mj<«^rT*.rtit . a mai» if intrl'.rct 
%«r • '^.^Mf Sr <A<! ci«r»prvhmtK^. of \arMr<f t ul %ut^**.<i^\ attammmii ** 
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for Barrot or Marrast or Lcdru-Rollin. They erected bar- 
ricades here and there, but with no definite system. Al- 
though the banquet had been called oflf, the students and 
the workingmen who were to march to it assembled at the 
Madeleine and added to the uproar. Qearly all Paris was 
against Guizot. Fortunately for the revoltition the King 
was as undecided as his adversaries. Had he adopted at 
that moment a policy of vigor, the uprising could have been 
suppressed ; had he adopted a policy of conciliation and dis- 
missed his obnoxious ministry, the excitement would have 
subsided. But Louis Philippe and Guizot espoused the 
tactics of watchful waiting, taking no effective measures 
of any sort. Liberal monarchists and radicals contintsed to 
hold meetings. .\ group of republicans asseml>led in the 
Rue St. Honorc in the afternoon. Caussidiere declared 
that affairs were progressing well ; such was also the opinion 
of F*1ocon. Ledru, and Louis Blanc. In the evening they 
met again in the Palais Royal. No definite measures were 
taken, but they agreed that in case of need the secret socie- 
ties should assemble in the Boulevard S. Martin.' 

The twenty-second closed in a quiet manner. The agita- 
tion seemed to be subsiding, .\hout 4:30 in the morning 
of Februar\' 23 Ledru- Rollin met his confreres in a small 
restaurant and the general opinion was that there was little 
hope of a revolution. Ijedru, who had never belie\Td in 
the success of the u|>rising and who feared arrest, manifested 
his satisfaction. Mocon was in an angrj' mood: only a 
few did not despair.* 

Ahhough the republicans were despondent, Louis Philippe 
was equally so. Now the terrified king tried a compro- 
mise. Had he atxlicate<l at this moment in favor of \\\% 

•NcHifarr«V 149. I^ lIoiMr Ntfijiawrr 65-/* 
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(randian or hftd he rvm called Odilon llarrot to the premier- 
k. ^ would have been well ; but from now mi he vielded 
bjr fttep. but always just too late What would have 
the mob a little earlier IjOuis I*hili|ipe granted only 
the priipitious moment was passed. Thus the kin^ 
rm Ke^icuarv J\ dismissed CiuizoC and called on the colcjriess 
Mote to torm a cabinet 

The iliamber met amid general a|ptaii<>n. The impeach- 
of the ministers was movefl and merelv arcnised a 
(«i (luixot't li|>s At bst (tuizot Xixik the tloor. All 
voivirred what he could say; hem* fH'eat was the stupefac- 
?-««) when he calmly announced that the king had summoned 
i fmmt MfJe The left broke out into open cheers which 
merr calmnl with diftioilty by liarrot. The right and centre 
«Tre dumbtiiunded at seeing themsehrs abatidoned with 
torh (iu%i!!animity by the king they had defendetl through 
tkck and thm 

FV»marv j} had |-a<k^d withr*tit t>l(Nidshed. and it Kifiked as 
'* *'^''^' •"*'^ •hrr.itrrvrii; tr. riHinij might miIh,ii|c. Hiil ^iitldctily 
- r * •.■ t\s a!trrri! >«ifiin»r)r tirrd a ^trav ^hf^ in the limilr- 
i- 1 "Ir* < a;Hjr:nr'» 1 hrrrt:j»» -ri thr tr«n»p^ rrplird with a vol 
^ *:•! *tffirrx .if ifi?Mir!;t NvN'.iTulrTH ?r!l ik'ad or wmindrd 
* - • *:arV. :i^u!r*l tfir ^niotiMrrirv^ inMirrcrt»<»ti 'Ilic 
pr* f > f4:*c*l >arri«.i'lr* m f\ery jart of ;hr nX\ \ torrh 
f*' ;*f*'r^*:"". ^^'.Trt'i;: thr victinu of thr fM.ic<»s,rr luradrd 
•*^ ••f'^* jeav!::^ >ch:r:<l a trail «»t m«l:in^atioTi an<! ru- 
•".♦*•»•• Thr \at'.'»f*.a' < 'f\ur«I. \%hirh till now had niain- 
'A '^ t j^ Vnr\Jrrt nrii?raht\. thrrw in :t* l«»t with thr 
•^ •:-•' rV ^.»»ir^r».f*r h.wl r.»"r*l rhr pnJrtariat 

'■ aA« - .•* '^'^* \jr\ru iNi'lr! i h in;jr*l *:i* nlra"^ a* to a 

••-. •• v.- ' •v^r rrMi;,T!a?i"r -••' .]:r primr ninii'itrr and tlir 

#".--•1 .. .1^ !*-i*!Vvaf«! 'IcN < a;»ti« :?ir< hr liad r •i*wlrrc«l 

*• - , :»*r« • IT- :■■»!■ ^h \'<iw hr \aid !o his frimd^' ** \ vm 

• mr • . • ' ^.y\rrn\, i? will lu^^tiutr thr jir^ij^lr ! » *!rrr! 
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fighting, and if blood is shed, it is on Barrot that the re- 
sponsibility will fall.*' * Ledru-Rollin and Alton-Shec went 
to the oflkes of the Reforme. The leaders assembled there 
were congratulating each other on the course of events when 
the sound of an approaching cro>^'d was heard. The 
Parisians loved to hear patriotic addresses and this group 
had come " to get the password from the Rffomie,** -\fter 
Flocon had told the news of Guizot's fall, Ledru-Rollin 
praised the energy of the people who had broken the will of 
a despot and urged them not to lay down their arms 
till the)' had gathered the fruits of xnctor)'. The concessions 
they should demand were : amnesty, liberation of all |)olitical 
prisoners, recognition of the right of meeting, and suppres- 
sion of the property qualification in voting. After the de- 
puty, the peer; .Mton-Shce reiterated Ledru's four demands.* 
The day closed with the people in open revolt clamoring for 
Barrot and reform, Ledru-Rollin committed to the cause 
of revolution, the king terrified and yielding slowly. 

On the morning of the twenty-fourth the tumult con- 
tinued, and the demands of the people increased. They liad 
at first demanded merely electoral reform, then the dismissal 
of Cfuizot. I^ter no one less than Odilon Barrot would 
be accepted as premier; now the abdication of the King and 
the regency of the Duchess of Orleans was the minimum 
demand. Some even went so far as to urge a provisional 
government during the minority of the Count of I^aris, 
the grandson of Ix>uis ITiilippe. The King yielded inch hy 
inch, but always when it was too late. Mole had been unable 
to form a ministr)*. and Thiers, to whom the King next 
turned, insisted on the inclusion of Barrot ; but this advance 
toward liberalism had been neutralized b>' the appointment 
of Marshal Bugeaud. a cold-blooded general and cont'irmed 

'Noagmrf^ IS6>. Cf. Barrot 1:304. 
*.Mton-Sli^ 1SJ-4; Sarrant t : 364*5. 
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^fStftiocunr. to the command of all the militarv forces. The 
\\a* fi^mini; jjrtnnul Mvcn ihr MJclicr^i of the 
wavered in their devi^iim and showed a re;K:;:'unce to 
'.SL^ nn the revi>lutioni!»t^ At last tlie Kin^;; made hit 
J lacTitife. he aUiicated in favor of hi^ j;raT\U ••» with 
•ir Ihiche** of Orleans a* re;^nt aiwl llarr»>t r> premier. 
\Xajn he had waited too lorxf^, even this did not now quiet 
zht ptftfic, ihty were denundinf; a proviMunal government. 
The idea of a |irovisi4>nal government which should rule 
n the name of the Count of I^ris was slowly growing, for 
^» «oe had vet tbretl to propose a repuMic. Numerous pro- 
p»iiAJ« f'lf memliership in the new executive were circulated 
•'*^''«gh the cro^d* that thronged the streets. Of twenty- 
•^e fbfferent comhinations. .\rago*s name ajjfiear'* on all 
one. I-rilru-RoIlin's on twenty-one, I^anurtine's t>n nine- 
then in order of |i«ipulanty came Marie. I^»uis lUarK, 
« i#rruer- Pages. Marrast. F'locon, .Mbert, I>itpont de TKure. 
V^TTtii, Remrt. Cremieux. and lamennais. The centres of 
i^-Tat: «r. v%rre the twi> rqniMirafi newsfajjers. At tlir •»! 

• rri .#f thr .V*i/i ►istii a c«alit»«»n with (klilon Flarrot was 
•.^^•#-rrrd !*» *'f^r with Lctlru-Kollin Thcrr \hr i<!ca o? .1 

* .* na' |^»\rrTM7irr:! was riot :;cv\ . tor •»e\rr.il '\.i\s Iv 

• 'T* 1! «rnvkha*.i\\ I'.Ki^f thr |»r«»irrt had *»cr!i 'liMU^^ctl 
t-i! ! hi<\ }ierr. ilr'rTv.ur.rd •<• rhniniatc I^rdni as wrl! a< 
- •: « *' .i:^ \'.»\\ thr M.iincN .»t l-ranciMs \ragti. < ianiirr 
ir^-* : jiRiar!:r*.r a?: I \!ar:c .^^^c .i(*cc|>ted iinai!:nvMiH!y 
. 'V r7v«!rra:c% a^NcniMnl at thr National ott.vr^. those 
.* *.!irra»t and l'arr«iC \Mth .lirTimltv < .irn«»t .ii.d rr 
rri^».i» mrrr re;f\trtl The nanir «»f Ix^lru K'nlin cau^rd 
' '^ '^fr%s *!!%ru%*:.»fi It \%as t»n.i!'\ rootrl. as !'"..»sr prr 
>^-- '^'* h'% !!me ha«l n«K vet c^mir ' I>«niis T.lanc an! hw 

-'•fc^^-Ait n '^jirrtm li^uchjift ke;-.»ft i -•»< . Stem i : '. . 
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brother arrived from the Reforme, but the National would 
as yet make no compact with its rival. At the offices of the 
Refomte Barrot, of course, was rejected, but many moderate 
republicans were included. The accepted list consisted of 
Ledru-Kollin, Albert, Arago, Louis Blanc, Flocon, Marrast, 
aid Marie. Later in the morning Martin de Strasbourg in- 
duced the National to compromise, and in a conference with 
Louis Blanc a list of nine, the same as that finally adopted 
plus the names of Albert and Cremieux, was agreed on and 
was approved by the two newspapers.* 

Of Ledru-Rollin during the morning we have two 
glimpses. At ten o*clock he met General Bedeau in the 
Place de la Concorde. The general declares : 

About ten ever>'body seemed disposed for peace. I was ac- 
costed at that hour by a large fine looking man. accompanied 
by a >'oungcr and slighter friend, as pale as the first was red. 
General, the former said to me, / see you are mtUting sincere 
efforts toward conciliation; I assure you we also desire it. I 
am Ledru-Rollin, and I am actively employed on that mission. 
The friend was M. Jules Favre. Was M. Ledru-Rollin then 
thinking of revolution and did he seek to put my vigilance to 
sleef) by bis words? I doubt it, and several persons of the 
revolutk>nary party have told me since that at ten o'clock he 
did not even desire it.* 

At noon I^edru told some conser\'ative deputies : " You have 
no time to lose ; if in an hour the abdication of the King and 
the regency are not proclaimed, the sections will come here, 
disperse the Assembly, and there will be a complete revolu- 
tion." • .\s yet Ledru had not come out for a republic or 
even for a provisional government. 

'Martin in R^ormt Jtmc 2. i 5Urraiis i -A^-X 

* Rn-ue di Paris for iSgft } 46.V Cf. Lrdm at BarWs trial kionit 
for t&ig. p 94R- 

*Garnitr*Pacr9 5 iii. 
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\nochrr tnci«lmt too commonly accepted is |»rohciMy with- 
(nonditton Kegnault declares: " In a momin|; con- 
between M. C'am'iidiere and M. Ijr<lru-RolIin, it was 
that the former should unite alxnit him the armed 
«;mdrnns of the secret societies and march on the Cham- 
ber " However, this would not fit in with the other two 
:acKimtf of the mominf^. Note especially the tmlikelihood 
of fules Favre. who was accompanying Ijedru, being a party 
?o deceiring General IVedeau. Secondly several persons 
smn to ha\'e lidieved in Ledru*s pacific intentions. Thirdly 
Cao^sidiere did not go to the Chamber but to the prefecture 
oj police Fourthly the latter did not mention the incident 
m his memoirs and he is not usually reticent about such mat- 
trr%, Fifthly Kegnauh has a tendency to see pl«s every- 
wHere. we shall come across this trend of his again. As to 
the other acrounts xhty are either brief and vague or they 
hM\r a rlivor of absurdity and improtability.' 

The centre of interest now shifts to the (Tumlier 
'ir*!fj Kr-{!in \%a^ m< yrt rrad\ t<» <lrclarf t«*r a rqwililic . 
• ^«-^, •}yr rxtrrme left held a nirrtinjj. hr with the nthrr 
— »»-rVf\ virfr<l i<n a rej^mry.* His collcainie^ ovrrw helmed 
' ••* »::h qtir^tion^ and Wj^prd him to ii<e his inthirruc ti» 
;•- ir r*' 1 to the *?ruj^ple ** No." hr tol<l M»fnf (Icptitirs 
• '^r •rr.tre. ** n<it until the j»e«»f>le }u<l «rfilainrtl all the 
vx- *!A-t c. ?hrv )\jk\r the ripht to demand ** * 

'^j^ *<-^* 'in ••?' the 4 liam Vr ^le^an al»^Mit **nr *\clx\: 



' • •» i. ' .'nj^z-f T.J ^ : \ a'Tvi'Tir-r : : \i *"!r"'1 in i fjtr* t 

'i *^i m •". laTj" -r .\rf t.» tKr ! V^ • f 4 frpu*i»"»c I'.u! fhrfr 1% 
^- >«*A» »• • • T • iTajr-^mt a;'.'I fi-.r-! t^ixrr rr.Akrt mMtakrt 



L. 
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half an hour later the Duchess of Orleans entered the hall, 
accompanied by the Duke of Nemours, her two sons, and 
several deputies. One of the latter, Dupin, was forced into 
the tribune and in a woefully weak speech proposed the re- 
gency of the Duchess.^ Lamartine demanded that the ses- 
sion be suspended till the members of the roj'al family had 
retired, and Sauzet, the conserN^ative president, with char- 
acteristic weakness agreed, thereby at>andoning the only 
hope of obtaining the regency. After Oudinot had de- 
fended the claims of the Duchess, Marie of the Sational 
openly demanded a provisional government. He was sup- 
portetl by Cremieux; thi.< was im(>ortant. for it was the first 
defection from the ranks of the liberal monarchists. A! 
legitimist, rienoudc. declared that only an appeal to the 
people could decide the future form of government. Ikirrol 
now appeared in the tribune and made a final ap|>eal in be- 
half of the Duchess: '* .\s for me, I cannot take the respon- 
sibility of civil war. The regenc)' of the Duchess of 
Orleans with a ministry of the most reliable men will give a 
more certain guarantee of lit)erty. and an appeal to the 
country .... can then lie made, and made without leading 
to civil war." Ilarrot closed with the declaration that he 
was in favor of true lilierty.* 

.\ legitimist, I^ Kochejaquelin. was the next speaker; 
he 1%-as interrupted by the entrance of a small liand of 
armed men. whose leacler advanced and planted the tricolor 
in the tribune in spite f)t the resistance of the president. 
Many deputies left the hall. Tumult reigned. Many 

'By thr Uw of iSiJ the Oumbrr had grmtcd the rcfpmcy to the 
Duke of Nrmourt. uncle of the GMint of Partt. but he was untM>p«iUr ; 
aocordtnclT the Kinf in abdicating had name«! as regent the ne«' king't 
mother, thus illegally by hit oi»n authority abrogating a formal law of 
the legiftlatitre. 

^Momteur, February ^5. When no reference f«>r parltamev^tary de- 
hates is gi^cn. the U^miieur of the following day it meaM. 
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«rmtor% c ro wde d to the trtlmne. Crcmieux. I^martitie. and 
Lcdm-Roliin pushed to the front. The Utter Micceetled in 
mrftctini; the attention of the mol>. 

Thift was the moment for which I^ru had licen waiting; 
ic^ )rar% I.;unarttne says coiKcrning it : 

\teoM the only rqKihlican in the lliamticr. in%f>irrr of thr 

rv^Kibiican pre»». orat<>r of demiK-ratic lanqurt^. declaretl 

q yyo or n t of all cc)fii|»ronii^v <»f all re^rvations of all half- 

W-artnl imnrmcnt^ bv the cUnastK* left, a man wl)«» carriH 

l^n ofifioAitton m<iide the diamlier to the point where factious- 

ar»% befmn, and outside to the p(»tnt where it became !kr<lttion, 

11 IjrdrD-Rolhn. )r<iun|(. well-built, with a full-blooded coun- 

trfliaace. impetuouft in voice and i^sture. but pre^rvini^ the 

<Af IA er a tc coolness of a |K)litictan under the apparent frenzy of 

an orator, seemed the man prepared for and deniantled b\ the 

^xxx%^*n His word*, strongly affected by a ^tudy of the forms 

o< ^\*'iiUr eloquence, pos^ssed the sligiitly fxi^thumous atoent* 

c*l The Cm%entk>n The language of Danton l)reathed again 

*? ^:« r,rat»f*n* Hi* farile and rich imagination %remrd to 

'-— • . The ;^a*t for a m«Hlrl for the f\iturr. ar.«! Iw ^retnrd to 

'rx*"' '^.r m'^t »»;>{• 'rtiinity for "^tniggle. for gl«»r\. for immortal 

*.^A"r n the \Ani*hri| drunM ••! the great re\oluti*»n Nolalrd 

*: •**• raTrrm^ Vfi of the lliuinJirr in .1 prrmatiirr rr|Hil>lK*un 

»."- '•' I e*iru Kol'.in v^a^^ rnnarked otilv fi»r h\s Abtiitv Hi^ 

* ^x^-.r\ l.AiJ Up to that time li^teneti to him r.ithrr with 

. • . •• . *i.AT\ rnith terror . m their eyes he was n>erely -^ rc\i#lu 

*ir^*. f: *t !•» thrir rar\ l;r was <9%v\ the sonorcHi* c\ ho of 

k ■ '■ " : •"•. '•r 'rut uf'.I J.iirir*! Suddenly tl>e rolr* l'.a«l 

•-i'C ." •*jkO-:> .«.!!ra>^ur\ wh.o were m th* ja*: ;t w.** 

-*.* - -. ,« > tJ;4t \ X \ t^xiinr thr realitv ' 

'- !He rjkTx^r of the j»e*>|»Je v«ni represent, f demand 
%».itncT rr-ni Ixdru KoJlin m his stent<»run v«nce. the fni>*» 
!? trr» the cry *' In the name of M I^ru-Kolhn. 
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silence!*' In relative quiet» but amid numerous interrup- 
tions the orator continued : 

In the name if the people everywhere in arms, master of Paris 
. . . I come to protest against the kind of government just 
advocated from this tribune. And this is not the first time 
I have protested, for in 1842 during the discussion of the 
regency law I alone in the chamber declared it could not be 
passed without an appeal to the people. (La Roche jaquelin: 
I aUo,) 

You have been told of the glorious constitution of 1789; 
see to it that the people who speak of it understand its true 
spirit. ... In 1791 in the very text of the constitution it was 
declared that the Constituent Assembly, the Constituent As- 
sembly you understand, with its special powers, did not have 
the right to pass a regency law, but that an appeal to the people 
was necessar>'. . . . Well, gentlemen, for two days we have 
been fighting for that right. If you resist, if you dare assert 
that a government by acclamation, an ephemeral government 
. . . exists, we shall fight on in the name of that constitution 
of 1791 which soars alx>vc our histor)*. . . . Suddenly, without 
due deliberation, you break the law you passed in spite of our 
opposition in 1842. You do not desire it. That exfiedient 
would gain no adherents in the countr>'. In the name of 
justice, which must be res|>ected even in revolutions. ... I 
protest against your new usurpation. . . . The shedding of 
blood affects us, it can cease only when principles of justice are 
satisfied. ... In the name of the people which is everything, 
I ask you . . . what guarantee your law gives us. 

.\t this point one of the few deputies of the centre 
who remained protested. One of the mob menaced the 
intcrruptor with a sabre, but he was restrained and 
the interlocutor removed by the deputies themselves.* 
The Chamber was tiring of this orator)' which seemed to 

*SUcU, Fcbrtury jy 
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to no eondnsioQ and Berrycr. a Icptimttt member 
; "Condode! The provisional govcmment!" Ref* 
and odKn daim that Ledni wai merely trying to gain 
ciD Caoitidiere should arrive with his legions; we 
Hcn the im probability of this theory. In their opinion 
Lr&n only stopped when he felt sure that Lamanine would 
* foffth at his usual length. It is far more likely that the 
of the situation to the orator caused the vacuity of 
ipeech; he was at last playing a leading part in the 
of France, and this overpowered him for the only 
m his career. 
" In 1815.** Lcdru coittinoed, " Napoleon wished to 
in favor of the King of Rome. The coimtry was 
the coumry refused In 1830 Charles X wished 
in favor of his grandson. The country was 
the coomry refused.*' Again Berryer interrupted 
""We know our historv. conclude!" Then at last 
Ledrw-Rollin arrived at the point for which everyone had 
Wen waiting since the beginning his speech : " Today the 
^umu rv t« nppoied and you can do nothing without con- 
nricmg It To sum up. therefore. I demand a provisional 
fomrmutnt. named not by the (lumber but by the people, 
s pn^ntional government and the immediate calling of a 
cum e nt ion to establish the rights of the people." ' 

Tint oration was not highly thought of at the time and 
Qcrtamly is mferior to the hter ad(lrr^!ies of the |x>pular 
t fiiwj n t lamartine followed I^edru and also advocated 
a provifl»r«ul government : it m-a^i the weakest of the port's 
Asmortrt during these trying davf. 

Bt •hit time <vily a handful of dqnities were left in the 
mrmbrrs of the extreme left and the extreme 
I>upont de I' Kure. the patriarch of republicanism* 
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was forced into the chair. He read ^ a list of seven names 
as the provisional government. His own and those of Lam* 
artine, Ledru, and Arago met with universal approval, those 
of Garnier-Pages, Marie, and Cremieux with slight opposi- 
tion. Dupont and Lamartine then left to go to the Hotel 
de Ville. Ledru-Rollin was alm<^t the only deputy re- 
maining in the Chamber. He seemed to think it wise to 
have the provisional government more formally proclaimed 
by the populace present. He made a brief speech and the 
seven names were again approved, though there were a few 
noes against Gamier-Pages and Marie'. It was now about 
four o'clock and Ledru in his turn set out for the city hall. 
He soon caught up with his colleagues. The processsion 
proceeded amid the cheering throngs with drum beating and 
colors flying. A shabby public hack had l)een found for 
Dupont. The other members walked arm in arm with 
their friends. Jules Favre and Felix Pyat accompanied 
Ledru. The people took off their hats out of respect for 
the ne^^Iv chosen executives. Finallv the members of the 
provisional government reach the square in front of the 
Hotel de Ville. In vain those who accompanied them tried 
to force a way through the dense masses. Individually the 
ne^' governors of France had to push on to the city hall." 
It was during this journey that Ledru made his celebrated 
remark to lamartine ** \N'e are marching to Calvary." * 

'There it much doubt a« to whti read the names; the Monileur w here 
followe«L .Mt'jfi-Shee 143 and I^xii« Hlanc i : 71 attribute the reading 
to Ledru. but they probably ha<S in mind the second reading a little later. 
Still i>ther writers as»rrt that Cremieux read the list, taking occasion 
to insert his own name. 

^Monittur for 1H48 p. 5jM 

■Gamier- Pages 5 Ai5: Sarran* a 4j». I^ Hodde SotiH^s t^crHts 
4W; Robin I 34J. 

•Speech <•{ AugiLM jt iJUH — D%u^'*urt foHtiqurt 2 . 4^. 
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Kt thr Hoed dc Ville (farnier- Pages had just been pro 
rtumrd mayor/ As soon as the crowd recof^ized I^ru 
nficnctl a passage for him amid cheers. I^laced on a 
ir^m. he made a sfieech, asserting the sovereignty of the 
but avoidmg the i|uestion of the proclamation of the 
' Ik l'um\ there he v%'as carried bv the croi**d into a 
r«R €>f the city hall Mere the people insisted on ratify- 
the eirctinn of all the members of the provisional gov- 
nt iHtpont was accepte<l without a sfieech. Ijctlru 
s»«t?tte«l a wobbly table, told of the naming of the pro- 
rctMinal government, and praised the populace for asserting 
-tt •t'^Tretgnty He hoped that the (leople would decide in 
of a republic. Init he did not suggest that it lie im- 
k!ef\ pnclaimed ' He and l^martine were greatly 
Armgo, Gamier* Pages. Marie, and the absent 
< mr^eux firre also acceptetl, althcHigh uith less enthusiasm. 
\ftrr these seven members had retiretl from this roam. 
Ffarrc- and ljn%i% lilanc <poke. (>j>enl> advcKating a rqniWic. 
f'i •^•r. Affr acclaimrd Tnrn)l«er< of the j^«»\crnmcnt 

V ^Jr!r*<Ta!Mfi ciHiM W held amid thr cn»wd. .md ac 

r { " j'v I^rtfrti and his coKrapirs fiaci withdrawn to the 

■*ar-Vr ♦( (He numtriful coiinr:! When the crowd xw- 

,^.^1 .1,.^ f'Bini. thev mo\Tfl to an otTior adiourniti^ that 

*' '-frrrrt .i! !hr Srinr. then to tlut «»t tlir vrrrtarv- 

• •- •• rxr the v:'»vrrnmm! }iad to intrrnijit \\< divuvvinn 

*#• i» •• ••■■« 1" rr* \r^ 4; ;*■•'■* 't 

. w^r- , ,- • •,/ ^'* f''..AfH r: .* !»rrvr» ^^ I.jvarniOr y» 7 MI 
^ t'**» - '^ : » ••*• •^' ■■! '!'•- '•'< ;f:<Uirti ih^ rr;»t»*hi* c Hul 

• -^ .< .-» *»i A /"'r- •.-: I -Twlif fT«<n YrXw PvAt " I found iF«tu 

' *•»-* ;i." "tr-jri J 44. I »tr% ft i2 



•* • "^ , 



f 



JO LEDRU'ROLUN AND SECOND FRENCH REPUBUC [204 

to appear before the people. The cheering was so 
loud that Dupont de TEure could not make himself heard. 
But at the sound of Ledru*s voice silence was established. 
Ledru related the proceedings at the Chamber of Deputies* 
the nomination by the people of a provisional government 
which recognized that its rights and powers came from the 
populace. The crowd confirmed by acclamation the acts of 
the Chamber. Still it was not completely satisfied The pre- 
sence of Ledru in a government with six moderates did not 
seem a sufficient guarantee of advanced sentiments, and the 
ultra-revolutionary followers of Blanqui declared that the 
ideas of Ledru-Kollin must prevail. The mob shouted Pro- 
claitn the Republic! and a workingman waved a scroll on 
which could te read : Three Cheers for the Republic! Ac- 
cordingly Ijcdru replied that the repuMic ^as the unanimous 
desire of tlie provisional government, and that the govern- 
ment would summon all France to a constituent assembly 
which could found the repiiblic. He asserted that he shared 
the desire of the people, that the popular will was for him 
law. and that he wotild retire with his colleagures to deli- 
t)erate on the form of the proclamation of tlie republic. 
This declaration was received with wild enthtasiasm« 
I^ru's spech. which Gamier- Paiges called '* wise, opportune, 
full of enthusiasm and energ\'/' had not absolutely satisfied 
the crowd, though it had put it in a better humor: Lam- 
artine followed and his magic eloquence carried av^'ay those 
who heard him as it was to do again and again during the 
next few da vs.* 

Several outsiders were present while the provisional gov- 
ernment deliberated. .\ feeling of brotherhood |)ervaded 
all who were gathered together. There had been disagree- 
ments between the radicals like Ledru and Mocon and the 

'Garnirr*Pa«rt 5 jai-j; Sfrrn 1 : J47: Laviron 13-14; Robin 1 J44-5* 
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like Gftrnicr-Pifet and Caniol. but their com- 
victory was a bond As soon as Gamier-Pkifis saw 
Li*«-Rollnu he held o« his hand and said: ** Let us for- 
Mr qoarrds. Let us have only one wish, one desire, 
of conseerattnf ourselves to the safety of our country, 
of democraqr, to the definite triumph of the 
** Ledru warmly shook the p ro ff ered hand and 
** Those are my semiments; I was looking for you to 
sa** Camot also, who had been repeatedly attacked 
m titt Rifmrme. embraced Flocon and Ledm-RDllin.' 

k was now seven o'clock in the evening and Lamartine 
y drawing up a draft proclamation which contained 
" The provisional go ve nu ne n t dechres that the 
form is adopted provisionally/* On Ledru's 
ftfwMic replaced Tf^uN%cot% /ofm. All agreed 
the manifesto was sent off to the printer.' The pro- 
government next turned to the distribution of mtn* 
Dupont de TEure was unanimously chosen president 
tM ;hr cfjuncil He wa« tor) cJd to take a portfolio. N*o 
Oppfjwtion «ra« made when Marie chose for htfi ministry 
that of puMic works and lamartine that of foreign affairs. 
^Immtetf*^^ was fully occupicti with the mayoralty of 
P^nt i'rrmieux wrote bin name down opfiosite commerce 
and :hcn asked I^edru to chno!ie that which suited him best. 
• 'AhachrYrr you wish." was the modest reply. Ciamier- 
ragrs. tupfportetl by Marie and Pagnerre, |M)tnted cM 
's aptitude for the ministry <»f justice and the nce<l in 
prM of a «trong man capable of carrying through 
ing reform* I^edru accepted. Imt when C^rrmieux 




f'acrt $ JfMi. (AfTtOl tc- 

l» P«iwr4vic^ at llir M«4rl dr Villr thr acctwni oi Gamicff* 
i ^ ••^ . bit acciHMi it ibc fnllrit ati«S moit •vqiuKkHit 
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pointed out the desirability of having the interior depart* 
ineni in the hands of a popular figure, a man who should re- 
present the active element of the revolution, Ledru after a 
brief consultation with his friends, changed his mind and 
accepted the ministry of the interior.' Cremieux was then 
forced to take the ministry of justice. The navy went 
to Francois Arago. This provided for the seven members 
of the government. The remaining portfolios were given 
to Camoc (education), Bethmont (commerce and agricul- 
ture), Goudchaux (finances), and Bedeau (war).' Pag- 
nerre became sccretar>'-general of the government. Cav- 
aignac was made governor of Algeria. 

Now the council, at the suggestion of Hixio and Pagnerre 
and despite the protests of Ijedru and Cremieux, decided to 
reconsider their proclamation of a republic. But before 
they could decide on the manifesto to replace it, there came 
a new interruption. I^uis Blanc, accompanied by Flocon 
and Marrast. entered and demanded that thev three and the 
workingman Albert \yt admitted to a place in the govern- 
ment. He lased his claim to this place on the lists in the re- 
publican newsfiapers and on the acclamations he had received 
in the streets and in the city hall. This addition was strongly 
opposetl. The ex-deputies felt that the government was al- 
ready overlarge. The admission of even Cremieux had hten 
contested by Marie and riamier- Pages. The inclusion of 
thei^e four new men would bring the C(Mmcil up to the un- 
wieldy numlier of eleven. Moreover, as three of them be- 
longed to the Reforme group, the moderates felt that their 
power would lie thereby decreased, .\rago showed himself the 
most energetic in opposing them, and the c|uarrel became so 

'<»amK'r-rajr« 5 • .li^-.V Carnitt decUrrs: **\ was offered the min- 
iftry *►( thr m«rnor I rrfiiM-d": hut there i* no «*thrr rviderce lr» sup- 
port thi^ a*»^rtion.- ff.*? . /nf iVm de rSs^. 6 ja 

» I-ater m the diy lledrau refu»c*! ; *ct *nfra. «• vi 



JQ2) THB PBBMUARY DAYS 53 

ihttt Louis BbsK was on the point of appcalinf to the 
when Lrdm-Roiltn intervened and urged him in the name 
«< pmrioiinn not to fow discord in the ranks of the new re- 
Floeon and Marrast immediatdy agreed and ac- 
Gamier•P^lb's stiggestion that the four new can- 
be indudcd as secretaries only. Louis Blanc, tm* 
was obliged to yield.' This inferior rank, how- 
. was soon forgotten, and within three dajrs they were 
as regular m em b ers of the provisional go v ern m ent. 
The council now took up again the question of the pro- 
ion of the republic. " The scene is worth dcscrib- 
" njrs Louis Ulanc ** M. de Lamartine appeared radiant. 
Ledru-Kollin resolute. M. Cremieux excited, M. Marie 
and sombre. The face of M. Dupont de TEure 
noble resignation. M. Marrast 's lips had their 
smile, a smile of light and mocking soeptidsm. 
If Gnrmer-nMpes seemed to be s ur prised at our pres enc e . 
\s to M Arago. how little like himself I found him! " " 
The quntMJH l«forr the cixmcil admitted of three mAxm- 
Flocijn. lxm\% Rlanc. and Ledru-Rollin demanded 
cmmcdsate and unconditional proclamation of the rt- 
yfMse Ihtfmnn de I'Kure. .Xrago. and Marie asserted that 
TJwv had no authoritv to make such an assertion, l^nur- 
•me. ^iarnierl'^gf^. and (*rrmieux held a middle ground 
•av'^^rmg prnrlamation suhjecl to ratiAcation by a constituent 

Marrast was silent The argument waxcti 
I^Mus nianc was particularly violent. Ixdru- 
9nlkn sfirJ^e in a sptht of conciliation: the victory had 
hmt an«l the respunsalnlity of cifllice already weighed 



s#tf-x« A«>/SP <\»rnwf-VMgr% % 3l9-.?Jt . Robin t %4^. Bt«nc ' 
^ VMitt iSut tl^ I'-mr mttr Adaiittnl ifnmHutcljr a« ful1-rtr<lcH mrtn. 
w*« ^m «■ tAv 6t€rtt t mwm o n mf a c«imtrtiicnl Aivrmbly hr himtrif 
M« ffim^ uf^fimy. For a lacsimilc of Uiit docvmcQi tee 

> n 
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on him. Finally a version by Lamartine was aocq>Ced: 
*' Although the provisional government acts solely in the 
name of the French people and although it prefers the re- 
publican form of government, neither the people of Paris nor 
the provisional government pretends to substitute its opinion 
for the opinion of the citizens who will be consulted on the 
definitive form of government which the sovereignty of the 
people will proclaim/' Akhough this statements " did not 
suit *' Louis Blanc and although he found it " singularly 
equivocal/' he accepted it after prefers had been changed to 
betiet'es in/ Rut Lcdru refused to sign so ambiguous a 
proclamation, and Flocon struck otit his signature on finding 
that Ledru would not add his.' 

/\t this poirtt the provisional government interrupted its 
proceedings in order to receive General Bedeau, who refused 
the ministr}' of war. but who accepted the command of the 
first military division (Pkris). The General insisted that 
discipline must be maintained, that the ofikers must be up- 
held, that no attention must be paid to denunciations of 
military leaders. Gamier- Pages and Lamartine promised 
him their support. " L also promise you what you ask. for 
I understand its importance." said Ledru-Rollin.* He 
never swer>'ed from this assurance. The war department 
was now given to General Subervie. 

The failure to receive the signatures of Ledru and Flocon 
caused a reconsideration of the proclamation of the republic, 
and each member now spoke in turn. Ledru-Rollin began. 
He told how the people clearly wished for a republic 
•• VNTiether the members of the provisional government wish 

> Blanc 1 : 85. 

• Stem 1 : 25J ; Carnol in Rh*otnti<m dt 1848. 6 : 37. For f ic»imiW 
with «tfnaturr«. >ee Stem, end of volome t. The entire manifesto vm& 
very long : only the vital phrase has heca quoted. 

' BctSrau in Rnttr dr Paris for t8g6i. 3 : 477. 
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jl ^ MM; dv iti wMk is prodBiawd,'* he nkL " How cui 

Lovis BhuK ^tf rff fgd thit tint rr pii MK wss the oohr 

ol f gf truimm by the people. Garnicr-nifb demed 

■■edtaie prachoMlioiL ** Well« die affur is eettledt^ 

Ledni, bat CmnaeT^FBgh tm^ftnl that the ochen be 

lufie oppoeed hAstCL Dupont ttid AfifD vepeeted 

E pfoviMQiMl (ovei'imient had no npit to uutiile 

ae upBoeo py. ine pravuKinBi fdveiuineoi pvo* 

he isHwHatelT oontolted.** Laimfttiiet Ctrnott and 

appfovod this vefSKML Ga^llCf"R^^ siiQpKsled 

of wi^m tor ^rodmmu, and thb laodifah 

acBeatod. Then all siflned: a haomr to h irioft had 



these Hnpoftant ainifi were not the only niattefs 
vhKh the guveffiunent had to decide. Numerous decrees and 
appointments took up much time.' The question of the 
ffoval family was brou|^t up. *' Bah/* said Ledru- Rodin 
** ht then 1^; ^ and no order for their arrest was issued* 
.^Jreadv promtnem officers be|^ sending in their adhesion 
to the republic.^ 

* Cmfmrt'Vttk* $ JJ^MT- For ffodsautioiu we U^miUmr far ii^i^ 

* Umm atfropriiiclj tht firn deem thst Lcdni lifiiH ^rotlstmcd tW 
laaiSMM mi tlAv^cry. Tilt mccmmI repealed the taxes on tsh and wood. 
TW iftaNL mhidk ht hmd frtal diAoUty m ckumung irnm tlie goirtm* 
«■«. crtaMMisd a Iioom for old sDd mhrm workincmett.— OttvMi JOT-^ 

*C«rwr>Pi«^ S'3«^J9a l^aler Lcdm opp o i ed tlie cnofitcatioa of 
w ^.niBflPMi propierfj , ne ocJiruyea Mverai iirof em of comncifiiio 
«p H j«let FaTrf.~-S<ef« 3 jik 

of llMse Icnert of deto ti ow took vp to mmth timm 

tkal Ledm Mitcd whMt ralve there was la tlNM 

of flBoi ever ready to ewear mv ostlM»* 

■self wiui tlian.**ltiiSlMMll ^. 
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Soon after the proclamation of the republic, about mid- 
night of February 24, Ledru left the Hotel de Ville for 
the ministry of the interior, but he did not go there directly. 
He wandered through the capital, pacifying the street- 
fighters. He visited the prefecture of police, heard from 
Caussidiere and Sobrier how they had taken possession of 
the prefecture, conferred with them on the situation, and 
received from them the keys to the secret funds of the 
treasury.* 

Thus on February 24 the re\'olution of 1848 was com- 
pleted. Four days earlier hardly any one had expected an 
uprising; few had desired one; no one had dreamed of the 
immediate proclamation of the republic. But now, to the 
great surprise of all. and not least of the chief actors in the 
drama, the republic was an actuality and all France acclaimed 
it. The King and all the members of the royal family were 
in flight, a provisional government composed of republicans 
had been installed and was now ruling the country with 
Ijedru-Kollin as a memt)er and as minister of the interior. 

I l.4fnartifie 1 : lAa, JOi-s ; Carnier-Paffct 6 : j^ 



CHAPTER IV 
The Ministu or tub iNxnucNi 



LdttL'-RoLUM was what the FrciKh call urn M homrn^, 
hit prrftonal appcarancr would ihiC appeal to Anglo- 
Sftxon tastes. I le was a large man with a powerf til frame 
hm um fat. <*ood future was reflected in his features, and 
tfar strength of his jaws and of his e>-es was contradicted 
W the flabhincss of his cheeks. Contemporaries natttrally 
^Mtrti in thrir descriptions of him. Jules Favre says : 

I^^cdm-Rollui |jeliHigr<i to ilut race of privileged lieings whum 
hand of (jud has marked with the teal of their prede«tin- 
Me was bom an orator, an athletic tribune. A large, 
welltet . . chest, a massive head attached to robust shoulders 
%w a nrck both ample ami graceful, a firm and cadence<l walk. 
gT»»-f^ An<i 4!cct%iiHi in each of hi» movrmcnt*. the natural 
»=•>-»•!> of hi% fraturr\ niadr lif him a ty|ie «>f j>hy*ical 
•^ * a:vI tntrllrrfual Mij>rrii>fily.' 

\*^khranfl is \c%* Uudatr>rv 

\ » -*? ifi gunt. a kind of niiHlrrn I>a:;ton with a tiour|;r«>i4 
t^j'r \ largr chr\t. a %oic€ of firtr i|ualtty Knmigh natural 
{-f!% rvKigh knimlcilgr al^». m> that there wa« m hmi a natural 
•^•iv* Mr had a countrnancr of intiptd lirauty. S»mf 

3-< •- % •ri^n<*» *jij.! in a whi«|icr that i* not a linitu* . he ha* 
*>^ • •• • i'g\t*r .»f 4 iKitaliella lli^ |iauni-h wa« Kal>elai«ian. 
•!.% t^'iarttc trait* ne\er let hmi Vise *igfit of the inter»-*t% 
4 *:^ ai:»r tu »hta h he Ma* «le\«»tei|. {icrhaiM he mifht even 
'«" h> -jw 1 "f liring !•■» feak>u% ' 

'"i 57 
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Estimates of his character differed equally. Louis Blanc 
writes: 

A very keen and nervous temperament, a political energy tem- 
pered by fresh and engaging manners, zealous will-power, 
integrity, a violent desire to insure the trhunph of the revolu- 
tion, an oratorical talent of the first order . . . were set off 
by a good figure, an imposing form, and a certain magnetism. 
. . . M. Ledru-Rollin, a generous and confiding character with 
the nature of an artist, was less capable of offending a friend 
than of courageously holding his own against an adversary, a 
fact which made him too accessible to the influence if his en- 
vironment. ... He was haunted by glorious visions of the first 
republic, and he would gladly at one stroke have revived the 
past. He did not pay sufficient attention to the thinkers of 
the nineteenth century.* 

On the other hand, Persigny, the friend of Louis 
Napoleon, declares: 

In person he was a big fellow, a jovial voluptuary, of whom 
nature wished to make an honest bourgeois . . . but whom 
flatter)' and vanity pushed to ambition for popular honours. 
An able lawyer, but with few brains and little courage, made 
to be dominated by the violence of his party and not to guide 
it, puffed up with pride, filled with chimeras.' 

* Blanc i:j8c>-i. Similarly Castillc 2 : 3g sayi: ** He is tio honest, 
too good-hcartcd. too affectionate to resemble Danton. . . . There b 
much of the artist in hit frankness, senerosity. and sweet and friendly 
manners. ... He is not a thinker or a philosopher hot a true orator.** 

• Persijcny 7> j. The < )rleanif t. Ernest Charles, writes in the Rrt'w 
Blrut li sigi ** Le<lru-RoUin far surpassed llarrot in lack of fore- 
sight, in stupidity, and in canity." The extreme revolutio'ust. t4i\arenne. 
Ho. 144 describes Ixdru at follows : - Popular tribune and marvrllous 
agitator, he feh boiling in his vetnt the blood of the old Mountain; bat 
he lacked the meant or the ff»rce to bring about his desire^. . . . Ife was 
a denugofue . . . totally lacking in political capacity.** Mirccoun $-14, 
5^-4. 68-70. 77 describes Lcdru as "a superb orator but a mediocre 
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«M an iodolm bat ablt liwycr . • • a mu of 

^^BD —^^^ ^*— MM B^HDOr A mIMMI um IbHIImiWTi W^^B 

Tbe natoni wcakncaa of his character and Ui 

m pooocai dmhescsV lao nsii brbo cn^ivv iiviii vvmcn 

A%Quicr nia BiuLU V d0% dnniiscic dhutio'ubbl 

100 oran pcrvcrm oj lua lovv oi popo* 
krilf. fMid Mm for IcMknUiK He mlind tUt taca|Mcii]r 
tcaraw Im Ik thouM not inpoia fooctaiy ha wtthad 

iffTOcifl • • • this children s bo^y • • • has tba bast of 

Is afHBOot iHHracL is toa most caauy innosni^ao ot 
As optinHitic (xins|Nraloc» a lasjr iiiniistar» abova all a 
naBBMcai cflBmoa * • • a bmub oi ^flEvsncinsf csoananca and no 
««4 passinni . . . but of no lofty statesmanlike concept bos. 

34. Ledm-Rollin beloofed to that class of repubiicani who 
hs«Y a mediocre idea of the reasontiif power of the people and 

'^e eren in their tearch for popnlarity a certain air of 
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tWBtd br books of cktYslrjr ... in tint kis 
Vf ■ r t tclm l rrvol«lioaaf7 tilcrtt«rc. . . . He wmt 
lltfcat . . . cjrtrsTacint . . . s <)rri1 of s L^ovrUct 
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t J7A 61IL 6$-6. J* 41; Lrffrri r^pmbikmmeg No. Kk ppu 9-II. 

ii horn oot hj oilier writers. Mm ij calb Iwa ikt 

of Ike pfolcurwi bat of tbc mmH tr»<krs. Hcrsoi 

# jgS MMkn s fimlsr rtmsfk. Tke comcrruive Oumacr 1 : m*J 

* H» pmoMl sp9c*raocr it higbly f STorablc ... bat msrks s 

s Irtrdinf rcpttbUawL ... He ipubi wiik 

He «• s man of — qmjt tonible abiUly. of 

NsaokvMi Gftllott ios-7 teoibet bit (ritttd. Lcdm. 

bf f oftooc. s dt wMJCfrt bjr kcsrt. s cle«w 
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Perhaps this description is too severe, but it does indicate 
Ledru's outstanding characteristics. 

Naturally a man in Ledru*s position was the target of 
numerous calumnies. Pamphlets against him were hawked 
about in the streets; songs ridiculing him were sung in 
aristocratic salons. The press, Orleanist and Bonapartist, 
clerical and ultra-revolutionary, made every kind of wild 
accusation. " One member of the provisional government/' 
says John Stuart Mill, 

has been a mark for greater inveteracy of assault than the rest : 
M. I^dru-Rollin. Kverybody has heard scandalous stories con- 
cerning him ; and in his case some of these were specific and 
accompanied by name and circumstances. If those that did 
not enter into particulars had no better foundation than those 
that did, M. I^dru-Rollin as to personal integrity is the states- 
man of most unimpeachable character in Europe.^ 

Ledru declared in the Constituent Assembly : 

In the perkxl of trouble and anguish, day and night I watched 
without slacking. It was by an absolute devotion to my duties 
that I replied to the infamous calumnies of which I have been 
the object. I have never seen in this unexampled outburst 
anything except an additional reason to defend with greater 
intrepidity a cause which the fury of certain fanatics wi5hed 
to injure by attacking me. I have tru>ted in the good sense of 
the nation, in the justice of the Assem!»ly. and I thought that 
as a soldier of the revolution I should suffer all for it and not 
lose in refuting odious calumnies the precious time that its 
ser\*ices claimed of me.* 

alift of artistic tastes, laiy except when arooicd by a •en«c of «1tit3r. 
Booton, an extreme rerolotiontst, says of I^ni : " Insincere, without 
virtues, he has no stability at all. Vain, the fool of popolarity. lovtnir 
the people only at a distance, he docs not possess the tmc mrolutionary 
force.* 

' Mill 567^ CI. Delvan j66^: .\adebrand is Rfvue Btrme 46 179. 

* Speech of May 6, iSA Discaurs poliiiqu4t 2 : J5. 
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:tr Aa« accu^ni of nild cxiravaipncc and li€cnttou«nc»!i, 
n 4^ictanf luxury and drunkennc»!i In the prcwinces the 
«.CT wx% spread that /v l>mc RoUin indul|;cd in orgies with 
*vu cr<innanft. La Martime and La Marif.' (lamier-I'agrs 
4a1 f*ai;nerrr lock a day's holiday to hunt in the forest of 
•^hantill) The account was chanf^l and elaliorated by the 
''^A.i^t pre%% and the Comstitutiont^H printed: *' News of 
-He c-»urt VeMerdav there was a luncheon at the Petit 
Tr-an»«: There were wrmien M Ixvlni-Ktillin was host. 
«a« als4i a hunt at iluntillv.*' This was the <»nlv 
n\ Hi which I^cflru-Kollin deified to reply. He 
s€*i the statement categorical!) and added : '* SiiKe 
^rtcuar> .*4 I have not left Taris for a moment; out of 

■■^^tv-i^mir h*nir%. I devote twenty t«> work." * A drunken 

* 

Bar ahused the National (juard: an oftWer of that Iwidv 
■**hi ^ any inveMigatinn spread the Mciry that the drunkard 
«at I.e«lru ' 

*V< c<inin>>nr%t f(»nn i»f viliftcatittn ciWiiMwl of attackn 

*- \f !:■: * i*n:*r •»! Ins iTiiiiistrri.il jMi'^iti* i; It was C(Aimr«l 

•••^- "^ ••••:*rr.| .»fi t?ir rrlraM: ir«»in WtvsX priMm of a 

u .■*" •:* • -^i^T rh.it hr ^ivr tlu- ;^»s;t5i»n ••• «lirtvtt»r **i 

'-* N r ; **u^ut' :•• ;i,4\ .III f»l«I •jrht. tlut lir i\'Jk\r puNu* 

'. • • '".i* \A.r'.. !«• ihr liuvliaiiil •»! his witr"^ ni.ihl. to 

«.- ,.•••- *;•:* .'• .** 1Vj»T : 11 Krir*Au't i*v:'»» 'r 

;.— • * ■ I •'■^i'^ »■'•■• •• r .• n ,• /".* 1 •.. I kr*'i^#" ?^*f»*.j *'.»■ * 

**■*• • - *■ t ■■ r c -irt 'r« • V * !*•.•• -•a'KT Va ' nr>t U-m pr »%r«l 

i. f-i» ' : :'i • "r ; i--:'!^ \» tir <j'"r 'i-^r ! r'!rtj h* 1 itw! 

- , r**»- -.»-• ' i • * ra'i!"T"rt Stit ?^r r »«:f! * r* * thj? It viAi ittC«ifn- 
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a cousin, to a revolutionist as a reward for killing a 
stable boy who was defending Louis Philippe's horses, that 
he had taken £14,000 from the public funds and placed them 
to his credit in an Elnglish bank, that Goudchaux, minister 
of finances, resigned because he would not agree to Ledru's 
financial extravagance.* 

Fulsome laudation was equally common. Songs were 
written in praise of him. Medals were strtKk in his honor.* 
A citizen of Roubaix wanted to call his son Ledni-Rollin 
Victor.' The father of Juliette Adam was of the opinion 
that : " A Ledru^Kollin, a I^ouis Diane is the continuator of 
Christianity." * 

That Ledru-Rollin was scrupulously honest and not even 
over-extravagant there seems to be little doubt. On August 
21. 1848 I^dru defended in the .\ssembly his expenditures: 

What do you have at the ministr)* of the interior ? Two things. 
Those expenses that were ordered for general services ; these 
the minister merely st^n^s, as you know ; the chief accountant 
distributes to the emplo\'ees the sums indicated in the budget. 
. . . Besides these there arc the secret funds. . . . Well, these 
secret funds . . . remained below the abnormal average exist- 
ing under the late monarchy. . . . The budget of 1847 could 
not foresee the establishment of the Garde MobUr. of the Guar- 
dians of I'aris, of the commissioners sent into the departments, 
the organisation of universal suffrage, the men who sought aid 
from the ministry- of the interior. . . . .Ml this was taken from 
the secret funds. 

• Qoentin-Rauchart Report i : 2yz, J97. JI34-5. 347; Momitenr for §$48, 
2731; ConstUmtiomnfl, May iK 18A January i. 1&19; Courier de Lyom, 
March 15, 1851; I'ois dm Proscrit 1 : 3lB-350; Lcntenu, May 4. 1S48: 
Tircl 60-6 J ; Mirrcourt 72: Ronde 4R. 

• For letter about one such medal, tee appendix. 
^ Archives departementalei of Lille M 134/14. 

• .^dam 156. 
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Lcdm pvrt further details as to expenses and ends with a 
^vciaratujn of the impossihihty of conceahn^; misuse of 

A thrnuf^ examination was made by the hostile and 
cxntcr^ative I>ucos commission. Af^^eini^ with an earlier 
rrpurt. Kci|^ Ihicos declared to the Constituent Assembly 
thai the ^rtat expenditure was jitstitied by the extraordinary 
:tflsr« and that tliere were no irregularities. Though 
fncitkd to two hundred thousand francs, 

M I^dniKr4ltn t(M>k no ftalarv as minister of the interior 
^% tttvier the administration of his predecessors, M. I^dru- 
R^n£:n drltvereil a itreat numtier of ordrrs to bearer, Imt we 
*TQ«t mciifnixe that he tiM>k ir^rat care to stipulate on cuh <>ne, 
r« :vp( 6\r iir SIX for sum% of no grrat importaiHr. cither 
wiKrznm of it« destination or the initials of the (person for whom 
X «a» dettmed. Thanks t«» this precaution, which the previous 
susufttert did not think nece^sarv tt» take liecause thev were 
*^cTxsnt*}ile to no one Init the kin|( ... it has been |M>«Mble 

• • '1% :i» Jita!!! c\*>ianation% .linKit tJuh one fr«ini M. 

. • • • ■ 

• a* *:* rciin. »mir'* nerr {Niinted otit A tew exiK-ii^^rs were 
••a-^^1 evj^Ti^littirrs liy *<»fnr f»i the cofnmi<«ii«>nrrv. rail- 

• ift ! 'Arr to toreijjTi workin^neti rrturninjj to t!ir:r own 

• •— rr^ nvmey to watch his ciJIeaj^ie* in the pivernment. 
'-^ IhK.n a(lm:ttev| that every ^in^jle (nitlay ^a* rej^ilar ' 

rr» rr c*«ii|Hete itistifWatKm of the miniMer wivtild he 

^' *%* if the *trirtijre< on Irdfu* a«ln)tfii«tratton ni the 
•• mr 5r;ur:m<T!t %rTr the result of the |»erMinne! of the min- 

' •m m ••-.*• ;frM-r.tr<1 ^;fl! 14 :**ji^ ; t:S*t«Sr«J Ur<%i.V*' x-^'l. 
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istry. But this was more the resuh of the sitttttion than the 
fauh of the minister. All the trained official were moaarch- 
ists ; so choice had to be made between retaining experienced 
men who were not in sympathy with the reforms to be insti- 
tuted or leaving the work to friendly but inexperienced repub- 
licans. In his circular of March 8 Ledru gave his solution : 
•• Political offices is no matter what degree of the hierarchy 
must be filled with tried republicans. . . . Less rigor need 
be used in regard to officials whose role is purely administra- 
tive. Those may be maintained who, strangers to all poli- 
tical action, have reached their position by useful services." ^ 

Most of the higher offices were filled with competent men. 
When Ledru-Kollin arrived at the ministry of the interior* 
he found it occupied by Andryane, a former prisoner of 
Austria who had passed some time in the dungeons of the 
Spielberg, and whom the pro\nsional government had ai>- 
pointed under-secretary of the interior department without 
consulting Ledru. Andryane had already on his own 
authority signed the liberation of Teste, an ex-minister of 
Louis ITiilippe. who had been condemned for bribery. 
Ledru insisted on the retirement of Andrvane and obtained 
his resignation, but not without difficulty.' For a time 
Flocon acted as under-secretary. but either he felt that a 
subordinate position did not l^ecome a fellow-member of the 
government or bclie\*ed that he could be of more service by 
representing the radicals at council meetings instead of de- 
voting himself to the details of administration. No one 
succeeded him as tmder-secretary. 

Jules Fa\Te was secretary-general and. after I^ru. un- 
doubtedly the most imfKMlant jierson in the department. Hit 
position in politics is almost inexplicable. \X heart cer- 
tainly a republican and seemingly a radical, in the Con- 

' Ditconrs ^0lU%qu€s 2 : J-y. Sec alto Rcfnanh lSI-2. 

*Strm 2 t^7l Rcfiuolt tct. 154: ConstUulicmtuI, Fcbnias7 IS- 
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i iHiiiiUfy of hit putjr. Om of Lednis ci ot c i t 

md psftifluit in February, Fivre hter in the year 

atuched htm. In his relationt with Georfe Sand, 

to be Icadinf Ledra toward tociaHtm; yet 

he was a moderatinf force. Rcgnanh calls attcn- 

to ra¥fif*s respect for kgafaty in contrast to Ledni 

cared little for it.* In spite of their ififfcrcnoes, 

BIS term ot oBioe. L^drtt*lcollm oisfieQ tne 

fenanoe upon Joks Favre. 

's chief of cabinet was Elias Rcgnaidt, a 
of the iVah'onflf group, but a loyal sopporter of 
in all his reforms. He was a news p aper man 
Le Mans and had aided the dection of Ledm in that 
miy. .AKnoqpi always rcaoy wiin c o unse ls ot mooeraiian 
Camd therefore the hiU moir of the extreme reirolutiooists). 
Urn was by no means a conservative but an advocate of slow 
pwnitj s and reform. He was not a man of extraordinary 
wkaibty. bat a painstaking ami reliable oflfVcial. Renault's 
of hts chief was as follows : 




Is lakfQf under hit direct iun the minittry of the interior M. 
Rollm did not deceive himself as to the weight of the 
on vhich the success of the republic depeiuled. With an 
desire to deve lo p new institutions, to awaken republican 
s m the departments, he judged himself proper for 
mie be had chosen and boldly took his place in the ministry 
mi tkr atterior. that centre of the most reactionary* traditions 
bottile passions. Audacious by temperament and 
pffofressnre, he was not frightened by obstacles or ill- 
and for the mtsaaon which he accepted he had no need of 
or rather he had served his apprenticeship in 
of the triKime and the press. In purely admin- 
experience has its value ; in political matters. 
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it is routine that is called experience, and M. Ledru-Rollin 
knew that it was against routine that he would have to fight. 
. . . Prompt in action and quick in thought, he was unequalled 
in the facility with which he seized on the different phases of a 
question. . . . When a new subject was presented for discus- 
sion, he needed only to provoke a short argument, and at the 
end of a rapid conversatk>n he could mount the tribune, full 
of his subject and able to throw light on a question to which 
he had hitherto given little thought . . . Without having the 
brilliance or grandeur of M. I^martine, M. I^dru-Rollin made 
a deeper impressk>n on the hearts of the masses, and with less 
difTuseness went straight to the point ; with less poetr>' he had 
more fire.' 

The direction of the police department was in the hands 
of Carteret, who, like Kegnault, was a hard-working official* 
a moderate, loyal to Ledru-Kollin. The prefect of police 
was that colossal revolutionan* Caussidiere, of whom we 
shall hear more later. The head of the political police was 
Cariier, one of those clever weathercocks who violently 
advocate the doctrines of whatever [arty is in power or 
soon will be. When the reaction .set in during July 184K, we 
shall find him turning against his former chief. Later still 
he was to become one of I^uis Napoleon's notorious prefects 
of police. 

The private secretary of Ledru was Delvau, an extreme 
revolutionist. I>el\'au regretted that his leader had accepted 
a cabinet position, believing that he would have better served 
the interests of the country as leader of the opposition. In 
support of this position he mentioned the case of Mirabeau 
and called Danton's acceptance of a portfolio the cause of 
his overthrow. He continually bewailed the fact that the 
minister was not suf!kientlv revoltttionarv. At the same 
time he atisolutely worshipped his chief and lielieved him 

*Rcciuwh iSJ-3- 
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*hr nan of the hciur *' and cmr of the greatest men of all 
lieicribinK him mcvre in detail, Delvau 



:i€ aas the man of thr masses, the )Mi|iular trilnine far cxifl- 
«r^^ lie had a strong and resonant voice which pn^ 

' cf^lS «iirre<i thu^ wh<» heard it. Me had a sanguine tern- 
combineil with ardor. tm|>aticnce, anger. ... His 
was lighted U|> by a smtle of irresistible kindness 
an-l ht« glani'e rcvealnl |tower and nobility. . . . Ledru- 
n^Czsx Ird a life <»>crtilled with work. Ardent in thr task he 
t»l amScrtaken. destnvus to prove his de virion to the peo()le 
)-« h» acts and bv his words, he laboriouslv filled the hours of 
r».r di> •«> well that it tiX>k all the energy of his will, re- 
vs ^.rd b> the energ>- «>f his rotmst temperament to resist 
tae^r^ A^d sHkiies% He arose at six in the morning and went 
1^ *«^2 regularly ai two hours after midnight. Twenty hours 
^ work. \e I hronkrlers who lalumniatt him so freely.* 



• <r.tfar.!!v at I<edru's elbow. Delvau continually urged him 
-»: • Aa-r* if: Anil |»rti}ati]y to a l>reak with his nv)derate ccj- 
r-*^ x^ '. :^r t>r«*vM:c»nal C'^vernment * \*er>- likelv the 

< . A-^ *r^ rrrarv \\4* the centre of these intrijjurs with I aus- 
•-t"' ^-^-f^er. r.Uni{ui. Motle. and other extremists, which 
1-- . :^-<tr>! r • Ju\e is*iie«l !r«»iii the ininistry (»i the interior 
• *' Sri! «•{ ?hr ilmsion «»f iVeaiix- \rt% l^tlru's first 
•• »4* ?'t:er'.r.r Xra^^n. the dramatist .\raj^i> would 
'J - •'•'" »: 4 I !'» ai.rpt. Init he wa^ alreaily direct«»r of 
:• " ■ ^ A* .\r rjll It. |»«»*tnu»'ter-j^neral. and hi** suln^r- 

• -J*' • * %T 1 •*: \\\> re!.iiMi!i^ xhw \^*^\Uin\ * In spite of 
-• . ••" i%j' ftimne \ra>:i» renuiiTied an intluence at the 
-^ ' ' r 'hr mterifiT. !ike Ixilrii l\.»I!in himself, he was 
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a radical but conciliatory. Finally the ofike was given to 
the painter Jeanron. This choice was universally applauded. 
Lockroy. the dramatist, was appointed head of the bureau of 
theatres ; he played no part in political affairs. 

The minor officials in the department were less satisfac- 
tory. The men connected with the Rfforme, the men of 
the secret societies, all those who were ultra-revolutionary 
through self-interest, hastened to the ministry controlled by 
a radical, and many obtained positions. Their chief con- 
cern was not their work but the revolutionizing of the 
countr)-. Some of these men were undoubtedly adven- 
turers, but most were probably fanatics with a love for 
almost anarchic liberty.^ Many of the old professonal 
bureaucrats were also retained in the ministry. Between 
these two classes of men, the one trjnng to urge the minister 
on too rapidly, the other unwilling to aid in any change, 
there was constant antagonism. Ledru-Rollin simplified 
the administration to a slight extent and made some changes 
in order to do away with monarchical practices or to intro- 
duce economy. Too radical measures he dared not under- 
take. Flis loyalty to the government of which he was a 
member was unimpeachable and he knew that the controll- 
ing moderates would not support him in a thorough pro- 
gram of reform. On May 6. 1848 he told the Assembly: 

1 would have preferred to introduce into the mechanism of the 
department changes destine<l to make it more simple and more 
democratic. I thought that these reforms should not be isf»lated 
and partial and that they could be more wisely accomplished 
by him who would receive definite authority from >'our hands. 
I feared U> *tir up tnmhle in the department at the moment 

' The mm-pottticdt bureau <>f fine arts was an exception : ** Ledm- 
RoIIin haJ separated art iuwa the passion of partiet." sajrs Gamirr* 
Paire* « 8s. 
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• ^tf^ 1; «ji« m(>«t r%»rntul ti» prcs^nr it^ iimiinch and rc^^br 



Ahrrx'\cr an\ <lctitiitr caMr of ahiisc oi their |MiMticifi tm 
r (urr <*t the radicaU Ha<i tliscuvrrctl. it wa» immoiiatcly 
t-r^! F«»f instance. C arlicr rccniitnl mmiic c\-;M»litical 
;r w f-rr^ t«) act a« a |^unl for the ministry. Some of these 
sarr. ci«n{»i>vMl over • rev ol lit i(«ury placards and issued them 
•-«n the miniMrv of the interior. As soon a* C'arteret 
;a«r.;e*l 'Hit thi« aclidci. Ixdni dismisseil the culprits ' 

TSr laUtr of the minister was enornKKis. He had to re- 

•T-,»e r.umeriiu* dr|nitati<ms and f^rant a never-endinjj series 

^ :r.!eTvie»*. (iniple came who desired places f«>r them- 

w'yr%. "f nu\(r for their wives* relations; cjtliers came 

arrr, t«» j:i\e advice «ir to jjain protection for s<Mne iirj^ni- 

ra:>n I.i!r !«>n^ muturchists dul not hesitate tn Cfune to 

*':» faiijcal niini\ter. asiture him oi their devocion to the re- 

tv^Wtc. and \^ favtPTs * Melun came to ask procectiim for 

••^ ^ t.^*. '•?■ ^t \'iruefit dr Pail! ** As s<ion a^* \\c ar- 

• . ' ^-4". » :}*\s i-iin>rrv.-i!:\i philanthropist. " hr urtlrrrtl 

.■ * •• i !v"Vr«| :>!cTir.l t«» -Mir «i?iNcrv.itnHis. an-l isMirrtl 

•'..• ''".r rr; •:*.!:»' af'.d ts miTustrr'* had no sTich h'»stile in- 

*- ' # iv .\r ^-riit-t^rd. th.i! \* \%.i< a caitinii'.v to vav v> 

'■ - ^ • rrvifr s.ri*:r«l uith hi** rrcrption than with hi< coin 

:-fc- r* ind *:r I r^4 hi* \% »rd !«» U"* ** * 

*•• • - i"'^ 
**•■* •- '^' •.••';'ilt -f •*• ifx « *-'r»!**r% ^-v j.I» ft I- f"-%r ♦■€ 

|.«- • ■ ». -•---»- r ' • I ^!t ji-.i ¥ * 
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A typical ofllke-sceker was the young Ulbadi, who desired 
the position of sub-commissioner and who presented him- 
self before Ledru with a " certificate of civism *' which he 
had obtained through family connections from the minister'2» 
wife. ** That was my sole title to the favor of the gov- 
ernment,** says Ulbach, who later became a prominent demo- 
cratic journalist. 

Let me say immediately that it seemed insuflkient. Ledni- 
Rollin put the paper under his elbow so as not to confuse it 
with more serious papers. I was received and dismissed with 
an encouraging smile; that was all. As I entered the min- 
ister's oflfice, a lady was leaving. I recognized George Sand. 
... I found in the ofllice one of my compatriots . . . this was 
a pretext to remain. . . . The office of the minister was filled 
with ()eople. I^edru-Rollin was smiling affably, speaking in a 
loud voice to those he could salute with the name of combattant 
or martyr and defending himself in a low vokre against the un- 
known solicitors who surrounded him. ... I have never seen 
a finer head, exhibiting more contentment, radiating more 
serenity than the head of M. I^dru-Rollin. His great fore- 
head, his eyes, his mouth, his quivering nostrils, all indicated 
the orator. . . . (>n the slightest pretext he raised his voice. 
... I retain a precise recollection of that morning, the tumuh 
of the audience, and e\'en a processbn of several prefects of 
I-oui$ I^ili|)pe who came to offer I^dru-Rollin their devotion.' 

StKh was the man Ledru-Kollin; such \%Tre some of his 
assistants: and stKh ^^^ere the conditions tmder which he 
worked. The tasks to which he was compelled to apply 
himself were most varied. Some of the most important 
we shall consider later. stKh as the organization of tmiversal 
suflfrage, the commissioners to the departments, the famous 
circulars, the Bulletins of the Republic, the reorganization 
of the National Guard. The minor topics are too numerooi 

■ I'Ibach 41*2; Revmt Blrue 2$ J63 
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?o inrntH«i chry incliKlc ^iich nutters as the reorganization 
^! :hr pf\-cmmrnt |awn-shcip», the a|»]x»intnient of com- 
^tter« Id Mtidy retnrni^, even in af^'i^^^lture, and the im* 
prtnTfnent <if hifthwa\5 and byways. ' 

:V4i«: charity alM) icll within the jiirivhction of the dc- 
pftrtment ot the interior. I^ini-Knllin de|»lored the snull 
i» vnt iif m(«Ky at \\\s di!»|Hisal. fnit did the best he couki 
:^r::vi2Lar atd was f^ivrn t<i th<r^ who lud lieen wounded in 
:Sr *trret tif^htinf^ of the I'diruary I>ays. l*he minister 
=u«Sr rrfieatetl visits to the hcispitals where these unfortun- 
a:r% i^rrr treated. sp(4e to them individually in his afFable 
B^r.nrr ami distrilnited relief to their families.' 

I^tri: ic^\e |iarticular attention to the Inircau of fine arts 
':{r rr«ir|^ani/rd its admistration In s|>ite of his |K)lttical 
<jnrvfa!i<«i« he presideil at the meetinf; of the committee 
(HiftT«! with the question fif the trans|Knrtation t(» the Tuil- 
rf-n **i !hr \atu>tu1 Ij!irar\-. ami the unifin at the Louvre 
.*** a" tSr nui«cums then widely di'i|>rrse«l His deinccrat- 
- . ^ -r- >• • Au^ !rh r\rti in thi"* !ir!»l . hr ;;ran!r<l to the 
i— '•* •'■x-rr.*r!vrN !*ir r!c\t!«»ti of the h.iri;:nijj commit trr for 

mr,^ a! \/r^\x\\ ir;trrrHtr<l htiiiHrlf in thr thratrc* He 
-m ^^ ^-j-.-r«| \%!?h wa^t:!!!; niuch of hi^ time tn thrm * < >n 

' • •• • • '.• ■; 'i. '/!.• 'rf*i 'mt Jm ■ i-nr.V Mj'in y 
-^ V*-" , ur-^ '• '■ i*"^ !'ai-r« •» **; ^f^rmr March 

*•*■■ ■* '•:-• '• *•• • i'*\ r *'• 'j "•■.*?•;••*■ Itf-'fu 

• • '*- - 'J* '/ -J !'■ .r» J'* ^j...« »*,,, p:rturr% " 

•- . ■ . ' ' • •/ • ' ' -rr .' •;'•?*• r r' r j'jir .V-^j' 

• -» • • ' ii*-' • • •», rr^ u* " r ^t% Trttt!**^- t*r \* i^inl 

' ' » -^ 4- A** 1 • . ,•• , r k ,..| •« tr!rri fw. c' <■ -I ir Kr* 
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April 2, Caussidiere, Ledni and a priest spoke at the plant- 
ing of a liberty tree near the Opera, The minister of the 
interior aroused enthusiasm by a warm speech in which he 
enumerated the titles to glory of the Opera and recalled the 
great effects produced by singers and by masterpieces.' 

The most important work of Ledru in the dramatic field 
was the production of several free performances. He first 
obtained the consent of the provisional government ' and on 
March 24 signed a decree announcing them : 

Whereas the state owes it to the people ... to encourage their 
participation in the moral pleasures that elevate the soul . . . 
the government commissioner of theatres is authorized to give 
free national representations. . . . The tickets shall be sent in 
equal parts to the city hall and to the prefecture of police to 
be distributed in the factories, clubs, and schools to the poorest 
citizens; the tickets shall be drawn by lot.* 

On April 6 occurred the first of these free performances. 
It included Comeille's Les Horaces, Mdi^'s Malade im^ 
aginaire, a prologue by George Sand called Le Rot attend, 
the singing of the Cha$it du Dfpart, and the recitation by 
Rachel of the Marseillaise,^ The next day there was a free 
performance at the Opera, and on April 9 Auber's La 
Muette de Portici and the ballet from Griseldis were given, 
followed by a patriotic tableau and the singing of the Af or- 
seillaise, I^ru-Rollin was present on all three occasions, 
accompanied by various members of the government; to 
show their democratic spirit they sat in the orchestra and 
not in a reserved box.* 

1 Rhr^hticn dt ti4». 10: 480-1 ; Catustdierc 1 : \%b. 

* Gamier- Psfi^ 8:87-91 

* Uomiumr for ii4i. p, 682. 

* ibid,. 7^ 7^ Got 1 : 22s calif U Roi §ttfnd " » approfwiate pro> 
lof^ which Lcdm-Ronia had ordered of George Sand as a simple 
UttllrfM #/ tlu RtfbHcr 

*Ganuer-Pafft 8:89; ComsHimtiomiet. April 12. 



CHAPTER V 

ThK PftmiSIONAL GOVEKNIIENT 

BMAitms beifif minister of the interior, Ledni-Rollin was a 
of the provisional government. Council meetings 
held every day, but Ledru's multifarious duties kept 
hnn from coming tmless important matters were to be dis* 
cvMcd In ordinary cases the minutes of the session were 
H9t tn him at his ministry.* When Ledru did appear, he 
tank a p r omi ne nt part and talked much. '* Speeches were 
the great ann. the great force of the provisional govern- 
says Marie. ** Through them the crowd was ruled. 
Bat in the coimcil itself, they were an <ibttade, I 
said a plague. Two men especially allowed them- 
*r' '•T^ !•» Iir carrieil awa\ to oratf»ry cm any and every sulijcct : 
I^amaninr and I^iru-Kntlin. tmth mdoweil with a great 
iTif* '"\t\\ imaginathtri. difTcring in tcmn and qtulity. iden- 

•wa' :r, result " * 

T\t provitutful govcrnnirnt contained three clrmcnis: 
h«-ia'tft!« ( I'lanr an<l XHirrtK radicals i Ledru and Mucon). 
4.-.! rr>>|rrairt « the rrnuinin^ soTn). All were devoteil to 
'hf rr;*utW:c. Injt tlie min<irity. that i« the radicaU and ^icial- 
rtf% «i%hr«l t«> mctniraf^r the revcJutinnary spirit, to crush 
-^^nituwi, an<l to shelve the lil»cral m<inarchi%t» whojic con- 
i*r%;'€i to reputJicanivn ihcy diMruMnl. whrrea2« the 
-a- <:!* detiml t'» rrMrain the rrvcJutuitury spirit, con- 

^vA-'Tcav 145^. «b^ himtcif carrir«S the minoirt to l-c<!r« •rvrral 
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ciliate opposition, and cooperate with those dynastic liberab 
who accepted the republic' The moderates wished to wait 
for the Constituent Assembly before instituting fundamental 
reforms: the socialists wished to republicanize French 
institutions completely before the legislature met ; the radicals 
occupied a middle ground, anxious for reform, but desirous 
of conciliating the moderates and of working harmoniously 
with them. 

One might think that the moderate party of seven 
members could easily defeat either other party or the two 
combined. But there were several things to be considered. 
Lamartine (particularly after April 16), Arago, and Cre- 
mieux sometimes sided with the minority, and then natur- 
ally they carried the day. But more important was the 
fact that the council could not afford to allow any member 
to resign; a popular ttunult might restilt.' The presence 
of the four members of the minority restrained the people, 
prevented a successful uprising. The presence of the 
majority conciliated the bourgeoisie. Each element relied 
on powerful groups outside the government, but each also 
feared that their adherents would drag them further than 
they desired, the one toward anarchy, the other toward 
reaction.' The radicals found as aids the audacious dub- 
leaders who were the advocates not only of progress and 

*Rrfnault H-13 mjts: ** M. Lcdru-Rolltn believed the refmblic com- 
promised hf too much weakness. . . . Hit coHeafUcs belie\'ed it com- 
promised by too much audacity. ** Proudhon. liters, a : 315 describe* 
the three parties : the doctrinaires of the Saiiomat who oppose proffrcst. 
the honest and devoted radicals mho do not understand the century and 
too frequently look back to 170X and the socialists who have false ideas 
as to reforms. See also Qtientin-Rauchart Report i : 224, jyS. 321. x^x, 
testim«iy of Arairo. I>upf»nt. Nfarrast. and Pajmerre. 

'^"•oudchanx declared that he atnne mould have been triad of the 
rrsffmation of Ledru and Hlanc.> Quentin-Ilatichart Report l : ^ 
*<tf Reirnanh 15. 
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tinfff t i c action but abo of anarchy and disorder. To «!• 
dttin time lumuhoons cfenmics would be to p r o vo ke a 
iw e w en t of which Ledni and his friends might no lonfer 
hr aasters. which might ruin the republic through its cx- 
cnac» The moderates were supported by the business and 
inannal interests of the country, the former supporters of 
ihr monarchy, and they rightly feared that a break with the 
mdicaJt would deliver them into the hands of these reac- 
tionary forces. 

The rciations of the radicals and socialists with each 
ockrr must be noted. Sometimes they were tmited. some- 
tunes separated' LedriHRolltn never shared the socialist 
pr ina p hs of Louis Blanc. Throughout the second re* 
pdbiic he remained merely a social reformer, what the 
French would call today a radical-socialist. Communism 
«as unerly rep u g na nt to him.* He always declared against 
the Mkaliftic theories and Utopian schemes of Fourier and 
St S«mnn. of Cabet and Leroux, but he was always in- 
trrr^tctl in practicalile virul reform!! He believed that the 
tfcul «v^mi ncedetl rena\*atwin, Init he advocated no 
t(crT?r {aiucea to nuke it perfect : he belie vH in in^dual 
n «uii««i }rk locifW mcan^ I^ater we shall find I^ni call- 
•ri him«elf a «nciali«t and Mathieu de la I Home lieclarin^ 
fhxi I^rvlni had alwa\'^ lieen one. hut reallv there was no 
r*^^r4^ :r hi* idea* . in order to unite with the socialist party 
zjprln: »a« willing; to call luxialistic lho*e ideas which he 
>a<! a*«A-^ hrift. the ume <inrs he had fcvrmallv cimsiderrd 
-to«.-wr:a't4tic ' Thu* there werr certain similarities not ••< 
^'»0^.f^r.r Uit of practice Irtwrrn Ix^lrii ami I^hiis Hbnc 

•^ . «fts i«rf?«fr-f «• mrriiny a c«HTi(dirAtMwi that t^ry <!i«i nc4 Ie»^«. 
^'«- n^ W «A« m< a;^AlW-i h% fhr su«!jciW '>( the «octAli*t achrtim 
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The refonns that the latter desired were far more profound, 
but Ledru went far beyond his moderate antagonists. Con- 
sequently the place of the two socialists was usually beside 
the radicab and they in return usually received the support 
of Ledru and Flocon.* 

The leader of the socialist group, Louis Blanc, although 
still a young man, being only thirty-six, had already made 
a name for himself. His Organisation du Travail had set 
forth in a brilliant manner the faults of the competitive 
system. To replace this system the young author advocated 
cooperation. In each trade the workingmen were to unite 
and form companies, financed at the outset by the govern- 
ment, which would ultimately drive out the capitalistic con- 
cerns and bring the artisans into their own. Equality of 
wages ' and election of directing officials were important 
items of his program. Confident that the adoption of his 
ideas would bring about a millennium, he tried to impose 
them on the government, but never with success. A far 
more ardent revolutionary than Ledru-Rollin, he was willing 
to break with the moderates (especially on April 16), but 
he realized that alone he had not sufficient backing, that a 
change in the government could be stxxessful only if Ledru- 
KoUin joined forces with him. Advanced as he was, he 
was not an exponent of terrorism: he hoped to gain over 
the bourgeoisie by argument, not by the guillotine. Dog- 
matic, ultra-revolutionary, he was at the same time loyal, 
generous, kind-hearted, sincere. 

In the provisional government Blanc was steadily sup- 
ported by /Mliert, workingman. The latter had no quali- 
fication whatever for his place in the government except 
the epithet of workingman, without which his name never 

'Sc« Rccnaalt 117-& 

' In some of the edttiont of hit boolc« pay aceordific to nerdt. that K 
a salary proportiofiate to the si/e of the wmitc-eamer't family. 
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A;«<^rr«i The pntldariat was (irlif;httfl to have one of 
!« rnrm}«mi in the |»<»\'rrnnirnt and llut |iur|)09c Allien 
«rr\ni Me had liceii one of the seconciarv lea(ler» in the 
tnret ^Rietie^ and to that fact. I»ut more to chance, he 
'^m^i hi« place on the ctmncil. Honest and siiKere he was. 
bv: hr never di^pbycti the <ih|;htest %ign of orifpnahty or 
aN!iry He followetl I^niis Bbnc Mindly, always acf|uiesC' 
:r^ m hi* leader*<i a»vrtion5. 

Ixdru receive*l the steady stiiifMirt of Mocon. The latter 
hftii «ticrenlei| (kiilefroy i avaip^c a<( editor of the Rf- 
^•'^^^r, ami for \ear!( had with Ijevlru-Kollin f^ided the 
r^^lscal rrpuhlican<^ An independetit thinker, al times he 
wrmrc! nvire moderate, at times more advancetl than hiii coi- 

'it^Cf^ He ua« le«4 ea^ilv «^aved l>v hi» associates than 

■• • • • 

«a« l^rii. tust he had not the other's aHlitv to swav his 
tT^lierx-e To hi4 advice and counsel m<vre than to that of 
*r^ r>r r!^ licdru turned m times of unrest 

!^j;-*it de I'Kure. the president c»f the provisiuful jfiw- 
'—•••—• i*a* r:^'h:y «.nr \rar*i old. hr waN known as the 
*: '■ ;' 1 . f r,'f*ub'.i. :i:Mfi: Sificr I ."•'^'^ hr h.ul <erved in 
"•^ ^,' *!a!:irr^ ♦■: ! ranrr .ir.d h.id con*.taTi!!y adv<<atr4i 
r*^ mra-^'irr* Hr wa^ rvi\\ !•■» frrMr !.» takr i»ti ai*!ivr 
tar* r fhr e* ■'^^'* nirrr . Ktit hv :hrr\\ thr inll >\r:;;ht i»( his 
- • '•■. a;:ai?>? a!I ra'l'ia! !riTni\aTni?i'^ \l\\ayH knul!\. 
' ' * .- '".••r anx^-KiH ; • nuiritatn harnn»nv m the i«»!nril 
*'-•*' "^* ''t »':fc:*i"n! !r.i?^«r ^v all jiarttr**. hr \\a* :\r, i-lci* 
, •' • ■ ►i r it rhr hr.i-l t.f 'hr prm!'*! *tM! t; •>rrT:inc?it 
'•j- r Ajfc TMr iri^.i! r'Ki?!'^! !-»r thr \ .:.*!• »»ui.' \ ritri 
•'-• If* ■.a!r ••• rr- r:*.'-t.iTi:Nin. his trr'.driuir* wcrr ra!hrr 
' *^—. »• \^ \ tiMV. • • 'Nrrn r'.trVr-. !. rlu- h.ir«l HifVrr 

' ' ! •■;• rV vafTw iKtu:..fiH. \rT!i.iM«! \!arr.i*! wa* a (li*- 
■ -• : . *:'i*'. :m i kirartrr \ h"! hradn! <ii%Ci»fi. hr wa-* 
•"• • -4 •. -jturrri-'j \M\h thr r.nl:ral'» I'^litor i»! thr 
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National, he had combined a love for the republic and a 
steady liberalism with a fear of extreme measures and a dis- 
like of ultra-revolutionists. 

Louis-Antoine Gamier- Pages, known as '' the younger/' 
owed his position more to the reputation of his deceased elder 
brother than to his own qualities. A lawyer, a supporter of 
the National, an old-line republican, he brought to the gov- 
ernment a capacity for hard labor, courage in times of 
crisis, and considerable financial ability. Holding the same 
opinions as Marie and Marrast he was far more ready than 
were they to reconcile his view-point with that of the radicals 
and far more willing to recognize the ability and usefulness 
of Ledru-Rollin. 

Francois Arago. another member of the provisional gov- 
ernment, was probably the greatest French scientist of the 
day, but since 1830 he had devoted much of his time to 
political matters. He had formerly been a radical repub- 
lican and had been connected with the R^orme, but he was 
not so extreme as Ledru-Rollin and had latterly cooperated 
in the Chamber with the moderates. In Paris, however, he 
was still frequently considered as an ad\'anced republican, 
but the politicians realized his conservatism, and when the 
exectitive commission was formed later, he received the 
largest number of votes. Brave and loyal, quick to anger, 
easily influenced by his environment, indefatigable in labor, 
he was an able assistant, but he lacked the moral strength to 
be a leader in a time of crisis. 

Cremiettx was the only member of the government who 
was undoubtedly a new repuMican. He had long been a 
prominent member of the dynastic left but hardly one of at 
leaders. His place on the council he owed to the fact that 
he alone of the supporters of the July monarchy had advf>- 
cated a provisional government on February 24. His ideal 
were fluid rather than fixed. He had been a sincere con- 
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tcituiioial monarchist : he suddmly became a sincere repob- 
hcuL Later, when reaction set in, it swept him with it 
at first, hot finaOy it went too far for him, and in the Lepsla- 
tire AsaemUy he became the leader of the moderate re- 
pdhhcans of the left. From his ameccdems one would ex- 
pect that he would be the least advanced of the m embers of 
the cooncil. Such was not the case. He was not con- 
nected bjr earlier ties with the Saiiomal group and in conse- 
fDcncr frequently sided with iu oppone n ts. The facility 
with which he absorbed new ideas made him more easily 
acrrpc the reforms advocated by Ixdni-Rollin and Louis 



I'ndouhtedly the most prominent member of the pro- 
nsMxial Kove mm ent was .\lphonse de Lamartine. He was 
rvcuipuied as one of the greatest poets of the day. but his 
udtrntHwi was to shine as well in the realm of politics. 
L'nder the Bourbons he had been a staunch Icfitimist, but 
already showed some liberal ideas. Under the July Moo- 
arrhv hit evcilutirin was f^dual. lie joined no party in the 
><l^«'^;ure and had no f(ill«>wcr!(. t>ut the aid of his eloquence 
n-^% ««<iKht }>y all (>ncc in Mi|v|M>rt of a Mole calvinet. he 
^ujr.?ainr«l thr tidd ainK**^ al<ifie af^ainM all the Iftrilliant fira- 
•'Ct '•• •hti ham*«rf Mr tud firm rrfieatcdly <»ffcfrd nuni»r 
9&r. «;nr«. fntt hr wat unwillinf: ti» alamlon his independ- 
fT>t (flfftitum iinlr%« he cotild r4icain (me of the chief calnnet 
;rirTfiJ:<f« KxartK* whm he l«rcanir a republican is a 
mrv^rcl c|ur«ttf«) Some claim it was not until Fel>fuar\' ^4, 
h^ If 1% morr pr- JwiWe that lief<ice the re^'olution he had ac- 
cr;tr*i the rqvuMic at the uleal form of i^nvemment His 
^rti «:r|i tn chat direction wat the i^orifiratinn of the hrtt 
rrp»i'Jjr in l.rt iiirotulint When the derisive momerit 
f:^rv^ ««i l-V^mury .•4. when he arose in the leiptlature and 
**rt ■ *-!• »«i«itd prtJaMy Hrrck the monarchy or jjive it a 
fh^Thr Hr i!n-arrd iiif a prinitiiinal giwem m e n t. 
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National, he had combined a love for the republic and a 
steady liberalism with a fear of extreme measures and a dis- 
like of ultra-revolutionists. 

Louis-Antoine Gamier-Pages» known as '' the yocmger," 
owed his position more to the reputation of his deceased elder 
brother than to his own qualities. A lawyer, a support e r of 
the National, an old-line republican, he brought to the gor- 
emment a capacity for hard labor, courage in times of 
crisis, and considerable financial ability. Holding the same 
opinions as Marie and Marrast he was far more ready than 
were they to reconcile his view-point with that of the radicals 
and far more willing to recognize the ability and usefnlncss 
of Lcdru-Rollin. 

Francois Arago, another member of the provisional gov- 
ernment, was probably the greatest French scientist of the 
day, but since 1830 he had devoted much of his time to 
|x>litical matters. He had formerly been a radical 
lican and had been connected with the Rfforme, but he 
not so extreme as I^edru-Kollin and had latterly cooperated 
in the Chaml)er with the moderates. In Paris, however, he 
was still frequently considered as an advanced republican, 
but the politicians realized his conservatism, and when the 
executive commission was formed later, he received the 
largest number of votes. Krave and loyal, quick to anger, 
easily int1uencc<I hy his eiunronment, indefatigable in labor. 
he was an able assistant, but he lacked the moral strength to 
i)e a leader in a time of crisis. 

Cremieux was the only member of the government who 
was undoubtedly a new re|>ul>iican. He had long lieen a 
prominent memlKrr of the dynastic left but hardly one of *ts 
leaders. His place on the coimcil he owed to the fact that 
he alone of the supfir>rters of the July monarchy had advo- 
cate<I a provisional government on February 24. Hi« ideas 
were fluid rather than fixed. He had been a sincere con- 
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aitoiksttl monarchist : he suddenly became a sincere repob- 
bean Later, when reaction set in, it swe|it him with it 
ac fine, bat finaOy it went too far for him. and in the Lepsla- 
tTTT .\Aamibl3r he became the leader of the moderate re- 
pcdbiicans of the left. From his antecedents one would ex* 
pert thai he would be the least advanced of the members of 
the council Such was not the case. He was not con- 
nected bjr earlier ties with the Saiional group and in conse- 
^umrr frequently sided with its oppone m s. The facility 
vvth which he alisnrhed new ideas made him more easily 
accvpc the reforms advocated by Ixdni-Kollin and Ijouis 



I'ndoutaedly the most prominent member of the pro- 
rrsMjnal ipovt mm e n t was Alphonse de Lamartine. He was 
ncuipuied as one of the (greatest poets of the day. but hit 
rndtrnttan was to shine as well in the realm of politics. 
I'ndrr the Ilourbons he had been a staunch leptimist, bitt 
already showed some liberal ideas. Under the Jidy Moo- 
ardhv htt rvfJuticm was in^dual. He joined no party in the 
4x*«'^*urr and hkA n«> fcilli>wcr«. tnit the aid of his eloquence 
■ a* «-iu|^ht \*\' all <>ncc in «u|y|M>rt of a Mole catnnet. he 
?nai-^«i:nnl thr held ainuMi al«inc a^iniU all the hhlliant ora- 
• r^ o* thr^ Tum^irf Mr had 1»rm repeatedly i»ffered niini»r 
mmrt' ttr%r%, Init he wa^ unwiilinc to alandon hiii independ- 
tnt (vititum tinle«« he cotild f^itain 'me of the chief caMnet 
pneiftai'M Kxactlv when he l*canie a republican is a 
ed quruion Scime claim it wa« not until Fel»ruar\' ^4, 
rf t« more pr«JaMe that liefoce the revolution he had ac- 
cvptef) the repuNir 1% the uleal form of {government. His 
6ru \zr^ :n that direction Ha« the f^orification of the Ar»t 
frf^4it tn In iixrondint When the decisive moment 
r^gnt .*! Kr^iruary .•4. when he arose in the lein«lature and 
^« ■•^-i« w'Kiid prtitaMy nrrck the monarchy or pve it a 
eh^fvr hr ilci 'arnl f«pr a prfni«tonal pwemment 
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He wa6 the person who represented the provisional gov- 
ernment at all crises ; time after time his was the voice that 
quelled the mob by its miraculous eloquence and made it 
change from hisses to acclamations. In the council he was 
at first the leader of the moderates; he and Ledru-KoUin 
were considered by France as the protagonists of the two 
opposing tendencies. But he was the mildest of the 
majority and, though their leader, constantly moderated 
their conservatism, .\bove all, relying on his eloquence, he 
was the advocate of harmony. His powers of persuasion 
he tried on the mob, on the extremist leaders (Blanqui, 
Sobricr, for instance), and on I^ru-Rollin. After April 
16 we shall see a change in Lamartine*s attitude. He re- 
alized more clearly the power of the extremists and bdievcd 
that the republic could sail on its course successfully only 
by tacking somewhat in their direction. With this purpose 
he tried hard to conciliate the radical leader; Ijedru-Rollin, 
delighted to find a supporter in the majority, willingly 
abandoned half his desires, restrained his ardour, and whole- 
heartedly joined forces with Lamartine. 

Such were the memliers of the provisional government. 
As assistants the}* had chosen principally moderates. The 
secretary of the council, Pagnerrc, and the minister of 
finances, Goudchaux, both connected with the National, were 
bitter opponents of the radicals. Camot, minister of 
education, resembled (iamier- Images in his attitude. Beth- 
mont of the department of commerce and agriculture, a 
moderate, mixed little in the squabbles. Cieneral Subervie, 
for a l>rief period minister of ^'ar, seems to have held 
opinions similar to Ledni's. as is sho^Ti by the following 
letter written to the minister of the interior on March 19: 
•• My dear colleague, your enemies are also mine. They 
torment you. the>' torment me, because they know that our 
opinions are the same. I must talk with you. I shall come 
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1 DC (cncnu iiki jmc ixcn rancyrai inm m 

iMui^B iM tnnuenot m buitm. i nis bm mcb ooQr 

iIk ahiaioe of LedriL FloeoiL Criniicu x, md LtflmtiM. 

^^^^^^^^ aI^^& ^^^^^^^^I^^^^l^^^ ^^M ^?^^A^^^^b^^2^^ ^M^^fl^A Aa^^^^iflk M^^fl^^BA ^^^^illk_ 

OvVV UlV ImHKBIIvC OS wQDQTwl'C Kl^TH UlBID •TvDI IH^p* 

Vfuuimc muniimwi tnK« to prove cnc icumivm 
tligjhl, the cxHutnifier ihotild be t p poi nt wl ditnoellor 
ef iliie WpoH oc h o n ou r . The c o u n cil ifraed. 
Arago acc gp l e d the nmiiitry of war ai imUrum. The per- 
H yo inl e e was to be CaYaignac. who had abvadjr 
cieaied BCQtcnaiit«fcnefal and Govci uoe of Algcna* 

me ^Kie* ww^Beu m a leKvCi m vvmcn ne aBBoeK oBBaDonsvi 

aMhonty of the pcovisioBal goRfennnenL LedfUt ti^ 

with Arago^ BJanr, and Marfait^ dcBBUMfed hts fe- 

hot it was finally decided to leave hnn in his African 

attQ Biercnr vo eeno a tetser ot reorifliianQa i^eorB 
fS50 gave what is p robabl y an i nf K act 




Ci^m^fnac aspired to power . . . ttnce February, for from 

he waft meditatmg the overthrow of those who 
ntcd hvn m mefnor>' of his brother's services. The letter 
n vluch he refused the ministry of wmr . . . almost ptit in 
the lefitimicy of the fove mm e n t, . . . This rrfttsal, 
look the form of an insolent protest against the revolu* 
tKcmM have caused his dismissal. This I demanded, and 
y j ^ n rmmewt was on the point of accepting it. but my efforts 
orotralurd by MM. Flocon and ljoni% Blanc.* 



The fanuhr of Cavaignac was on good terms with the 
mmuut of the interior. The commissioner of the Drofiie 
hni been named at the stiggestion of Mme. Cavaignac* On 

* Ut Pijicn I If > For ongm%\ Irxt, tec spyttidii. 
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March 7 General Jacques Qivatgnac had written Ledru a 
letter: ". . . . You assure me of the appointment of my 
son to the ministry, of which everyone was speaking yester- 
day. Recalling our conversation, I would say that I now 
believe that my son would refuse. To appoint him minister 
would be merely to remove him from the governorship. 
You forbid me to thank you, but you cannot forbid me to 
be grateful. I assure you, no one thinks more than I do 
of the burden which weighs on you, or is more reassured 
in seeing you carry it." * 

There was much dissension within the ranks of the pro- 
\nsional government, but this has been greatly exaggerated. 
That there was constant friction is unquestionable, but each 
difference of opinion was amicably settled. Both sides fre- 
quently threatened to resign, but no one carried out this 
threat. Again and again Louis Blanc and Ledru-RoUin. 
after being defeated in the council, came before the crowd 
and declared their adhesion to the government decision.' 

Ledru had some trouble with Arago and with Cremieux 
as to the authority of the commissioners over the army 
officers and the judges. He had slight disputes with other 
members, but only with Armand Marrast did the dissension 
become bitter. The latter had succeeded Gamier- Pages as 
mayor of Paris and as such should have been subordinate to 
the minister of the interior, but his pride would not allow 
him to receive orders from a fellow-men^r of the gov- 
ernment. The position was anomalous. A big man woukl 
have realized that the mayor must take orders from the 
minister; a tactful minister would have induced the mayor 

' LR Pipers 1 : joi. See at^pendix for oriffioal doatmcnt. Thit letter 
would mdicale that Eugene Cavatgnic was the ton of Jacques, not of 
the tatter's heather, the conx-fntionnfl, Jean-Bapciste. 

* .\rairo and Dupont belittle the dbacnstoiis ; Gamier- Pages claima 
that outside i n flu en ces envenomed the strufflc. — Qncntin-Bauchart Re* 
port 1:2x4.276,164. 
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i-y ;akr a ftithordinatc position. Rut txith men had 
«i:».:kdi each <i(hcr Uxig iictiirc the revolution of Fet>riury. 
ir*l :hr »m<iuiciering irritation l»roke iHSt at the first op- 
;• r: unity So tar did they go in mistrust of each other 
''^a! :he\ had [mlice agents to watch each other's action/ 
^^ hat cau^etl the mcMt irritation was the police depart- 
orr.: laussidiere had seized the prefecture of police on 
} fiif lury J4. and the provi!bi<inal government had given a 
I. irr.! consent Init had not regularly ap|)ointed him or rati- 
"tr^i h:« {Mk^itKin. The desire ot the diunctl was ti> give the 
:^r to Krrurt. t»ut C aussidicre refused to surrender his 

• i^re ami wa^ gi\en a provii^icNial apjMjintment.' (")n March 
•* !fiu!ile l»riike out. < tar nier- Pages, who was still mayc»r 

'* I'*an%. dcclaretl that he was the e<|i]al of the minister of 
tSr interior and would hold office onlv from the couikiI. 
I^ru Kolltn rqilied with precedents, (amier-rages re- 

- cr'^! thai a% a memlier of the ga\Tmment I^ru-Rollin 

■ •J .? I< ;<Tmittril to intervene in the affairs of the 

■ u . '.i'T . \i\ ajTernirnt w.is rrarhni liv v^hich the ina\'»r 

- . '^ .»•'•' ! •••Ir^ir" !r?.: . »! the fiiini^tcr !»ut was !•> iiiti*rni 

• -.*'. r:u!:rr-* 0! }h»!!.r I h-.i;jrrrfnrTii* sh^tiM !<• rr- 
• — ! • • :Sr r:r:rr i-niru*:! ' \ltcr this «jiurrrl ' i.4riiirr 
«j'* A**'.;rr.i *•* ..ji^niT-.rnr tV..i! hr had aclrd in K«""l faith 
*- : ryrrr'\ <!r^:rrt| !-» huvr their -^plirrr* clrarh d:<tin 

;• \ ■•;r i::trr;!i«tn k harniMnv." rc|>lird I-etlru, 
*• • "^ *tt:t .i}i^)!.i!:«i a?i«l a]>j»ro\r it " ^gain as «»n 
u'-, .'4 ?'!r r:i:r.: ^!rr .irid **\r rna\of sluaik haruU * < hi 
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March 6 Caussidiere appeared before the council ; he made 
a good impression, but no resolution was taken.^ 

On March 10, the day after Marrast became mayor, 
Ledru demanded that the prefecture of police should be an 
adjunct of the ministry of the interior. He emphasized the 
need of having the police of the provinces and that of the 
capital under the same government department. Gamier- 
Pages insisted on the unity of the prefectures of police and 
of the Seine. A violent discussion arose and Marrast 
yielded. " I am not anxious to have daily work with M. 
Caussidiere/' he told his predecessor."* On March 17 
Caussidiere received his definite appointment.* 

Friction between the mayor of Paris and the minister of 
the interior continued. Ledru obtained the consent of the 
government to the creation of a special additional force of 
police. Caussidiere immediately started enrolling men, but 
he was informed that Marrast was doing likewise. The 
latter stopped only when the prefect threatened to arrest 
anyone wearing the uniform of the police without his 
authorisation. When the affair was explained to the mayor 
by Ledru-Rollin, Marrast pleaded ignorance and said that 
be had believed the force was under his jurisdiction.^ To 
put an end to these discussions a new committee composed 
of Marie, Flocon, and Bethmont was charged on April 3 
with revising and limiting the respective attributes of the 
two authorities.* 

One of Ledru's duties was to draw up police reports for 
the council. These reports told of the state of Paris and 
the preparations for uprisings. " Every day I read to the 

^!bid„ 3:34S-^'« Blanc 1 : J9S; Moniiewr for tSsS, p. 601. 

* MomUfmr for ii4i, pp. 636^ 643. 
*Cftt»ttdiere 1 : J674I 

• Caniier-Patb 7 : 27. 
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(npvrmnimt." ttici Ijedni a ycmr later. '*thr report of the 
putoc. and each member, particubrly cstixen Marie, took 
9i<e " ' It was CauMidiere, the prefect of polioe, who in 
prru*) broui^hl the information to Lednt* 

I ais&sadierr is the most pictnrcsqiie figure thrown tip by 
the rrvohitian of 1K48. Large and imposing in stattsre» he 
drr^sed bke a brigand and bragged like a bully. He seemed 
Uie a conspirator in a comic opera. What his relations 
wnh Ijrdm were is not at all dear. Many writers insist 
that m spite of his decUftd derolton to the minister, 
he was merely using his superior in order to dimb 
mo power outt him.* It is certain that Canssidiire 
had con si dc r aMe influence over the minister, but it is doiriit- 
f«i whether he erer wished to overthrow him or even in- 
irigucd with him to overthrow the moderates. Catissidtere 
a horn conspirator and prdbably was aware of, if he did 
tadtly encourage, many of the attempts to overthrow 
the provisional government. At times of crisis he main- 
*A-wl a nruTfil position no that he seemed ready to join 
r^ iiprstmf; if it «h(iuld prmT successful c»r tt» retnain true 

• • rSr cmrrnntent if it should v^-in the day I^ut it must be 
*rmrm^rrrtl to his credit that in these trouNescme times he 
** «a.**% kq>( Pans tafe 

• 1--W-1 •?•.*'. If9«i//«r /*»r /.*^ p i>47 Sraci» cUimt that I.<r<lru 

• fc a . « t-^< «-w.! An«j ih«t hit rrpiirti »rfr l«Air<d m fa«cir of the 

•• »aif 'wrr 2 i \ <>nr iim* •Km i*4Ut«t<lirrr itrtirrd thr cfrafir*! 
- « •7**-*' ^trtrr hr pr ifiiitrfl jt in iniiiicrtnciH thai it thoa!!! mr^f 
fn» • rfe ^«— vti't ffsr*i " llof * crird l^ru. * 1 caimui arcrfiC thr«c 
t -w :-«•» ri To br •Tfh the pmpW. mutt «»r tic cUd in a I4au»c** 

• •/—a--^-* 2 ^ Rarrc4 J \Ui. Krvnault jfu-4 Katfr in V.H»mtin- 
' fciv^A.** iir;^ rt ; jy^ \Ay\ ' I r^ru-K<J}in c* 4iti«irrrt| (4U«ti>lfrrr at 

• ?•■•*•▼• * ;ni'«^ impiMiiUr m tifflinart timrt but nccrttary tn li-nrt 

■ •»-iirr«t >!r (!a>trrr«! himtcif thai hr i!n(nMialc«l htm. nhcfrat 
^t. '.«•« w »!it ii.W tai! Ok !t4*m fCoiitm' / ikaH ktfk ktm Mf 
••-^ viia * <*aiitti.!icrr <W c-tirtr. iSmiT'l thit alWvitian — Sptvchci 
« *»*f.r-a: ^tarm&t'* Aqffvtt J^. lIUH U<^il/tir /^r /f^. p JI7J. 



CHAPTER VI 

Finances and Foreign Affairs 

When the new government came into power* the finances 
were in a deploral)le condition. Goudchaux, the first 
minister of the treasur)*, handed in his resignation on March 
5 in spite of the unanimous rtgrti of the provisional govern- 
ment; he declared that he could not take charge of the 
finances at a time when anarchic doctrines were openly 
preached. Gamier- Pages bravely took up the burden. 
Conditions uTre becoming worse and worse. The bour- 
geoisie took fright and stocks fell off. The circular issued by 
Ledru-Rollin on March 12 frightened the bankers and 
there was a panic on the stock exchange. Duclerc, under- 
secretary of finances, even went so far as to assert in the 
Assembly a year later that Ledru was responsible for the 
need of increasing the taxes on account of his incendiary 
propaganda.* I^edru replied : 

If I had expected this discussion, I should have brought here 
the long list of financial houses which became bankrupt be* 
tween February 24 and March 12. and you would see by the 
dates that it was not the circular that brought aUxMt so 
universal and so profound a disturbance. I even declare that 
the heads of se%'eral of the chief hanks came to the ministry 
of the interior a few davs after the revolution of February. 
long before Starch 12. to tell me that their condition was des- 
perate, that they could no longer satisfy their engagements. 

« Speech of April li. 1R40 Monittttr for tii40. p. 135$. 
«6 (lio 
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dm the diftms of moil of these eUabUshoMiti 
itdiU'd even February.' 

Lcdra'f rrvohtfionary activities probably aggravated the dia- 
rm^, bat it is absurd to say that they caused it. 

VarxNis methods of alleviating the distress were sag- 
Cfufcd Ijedru-Rollin favored the issue of paper money 
the time was unpropitious for the immediate establish- 
of a progressive tax on capital. Some time later he 
told the .\sscmblv: 

hkm an the govemmeiit I wished that the republic should 
ctfabhth a pr o por t ional and p rogre ss ive tax on all p roper ty , 
real as well as personal. That was the thought, the pr inci pl e 
•f the provisional govenunent .... but tunes were not ripe 
for this new tax ; we could only discuss the principle and we 
csraMwhrd another tax .... I p r oposed two thii^; first, 
lanfcnnfra guaranteed by state property. It was said: the 
«aie p ro p ert ] ! b not worth as mtich as b thought but that is 
of l:nlr importance : that property was alwa)rs wotlh as nrach 
At *^t ^^\Wm in the crtUr9 of the Hank of France, and I 
M-y*-^ \ It !<» !ir t««ucd (>nly in reavMUihle |>njportion to the 
*rx. \'f ^,^n\ .»( the «tatr I al»'> a^keti that iKmils be buirtl 
•*>»h «K4iuI«i have a fofird currency equal to half the taxcv 
:' Mw an rxifllcnt am! fruitful measure which would im- 
ar«ii.k!H\ ha\r created an tmmen»e resource to sulMidize 
'4;--'^! xvA UU*f. a mrx%urr «o little revolutionary that it had 
v»- jf of«>«ci! hy M latitte in iKu ' 

;>: <r the conuiiittee of invent if^ti< hi Ixdni declared: 
\ ^eiie^nl that if procnpc mea«ure% were not taken, the 



* ^-jmv^h. rf \^\\ I J iHigL />ii.'.*iirf f9i*i%qmtt i sT^ Ihickrc re- 
). «^ *^i0 iMtm nttmair«l the fCaIr prnftcrty at fc«r billirmt wbrrrM 
'V %99^9 >9f^ €m\y tliirtrm hondfH fRillttfTt uid th«f it would lu«« 
i»v- '-jrcvf «• tn fMftr A bilU « cm thii <W^rci4tmf MCuntir U^m U mf 
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strug^e would commence; credit had to be revived, also 
work and industry. I held that opinion in the provisional 
government in which I was in a minority. M. Gamier- 
Pages was an obstacle ; he believed the finances of the gov- 
ernment should be administered as in ordinary times." Ledna 
continued with details, citing the measures of the first re- 
public, and insisting that paper money was the sole means 
of saving the finances of France.* 

The government preferred the scheme of their minister of 
finance. Gamier- Pages proposed the tax of forty-five cen- 
times which was destined to arouse so much hostile com- 
ment. For every franc of direct taxes, the citizens were 
to pay this year an additional forty-five centimes. As the 
tax was only on real property, the farmers were particularly 
hard hit. As the regular tax lists were used, those com- 
munities that expended money on local improvements had 
to pay more than their share. Above all the tax weighed 
down the poorer agriculturists. The last consideration 
especially impressed Ledm-Rollin. He told the Assembly 
a )'ear later : 

I proposed one franc fifty on the rich, and that idea of 
exempting the poor was not a passing thought with me: I 
constantly and perseveringly returned to it. Every day I read 
to the government reports of the commissioners saying: tho 
forty-five centimes will ruin the republic .... I proposed it 
should no longer be left to a tax-collector to decide what 
small proprietors should be exempted from the tax. ( Gamier- 
Pagts: It was I who demamded it.) We demanded it together, 
if you wish, but as a result of the reports that I read daily. 
Two weeks later we decided that a circular with the force of 
law should exempt all overtxirdened or poor proprietors, all 
the small farmers. Nor b this all. I considered the tax of 
forty five centimes so fatal to the republic that several time* 

* Qnentio-Bauclurt Report 1 : 3is> 
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i Makad ilui ocbrr financtal means be subittnited for H. . . . 
Let ac be blamed for advocating paper money, but not for the 
ua of forty-five ccntime«.* 

ThoQi^ preferring other memsures, Ijedni had acquiesced in 
the tax of forty-five centimes. He desired that a brger 
moatBn be asked, but imposed only on the rich; Gamicr- 
l\frf agreed to an informal exemption of the poor. The 
mmister of the interior rightly dreaded the effects of the 
tax of forty-fiYe centimes, but he loyally defended his 
CDflcagoe of the treasury. Two BuUrtims of the RefiMk. 
the seretith and fourteenth, were devoted to a defetise of 
Ganber- Piges's financial policy. 

Cflfisenratives acctvicd the provisional g o ver n m e n t, and 
yaniculariy Ledru-Kollin. of favoring state hankrupcy. 
Tki% IS absolutely false. Dupont de TEure. Gotidchaux, 
Dirierr deny the charge and exonerate the minister of the 
ntcrvir ' In fact no <«ie suggested acttial bankruptcy, biK 
I Mttpmsinn flif payments was proposed, not by the metnbers 
• "**■ ;r''>rfnn>mt, Init !>\ two con<ervati\T lanker<( C^ne 
Mx% rSr I%irxa|artt«t FfHilcl. * The other was the ( >r leant st 
r^amArrr The latter. acci>rtling to Ijetlni, al*o sujjjrrsteil 
•S»r ?Sc jCf»\rrnnient im|K»v a forcetl loan ami oflFerecl to 
AMM! :n a««^««inf; the quf4a« on the leading iKinkerii. The 
srr.:»?rr ir.^lri^nantly fejerte<l the offer * Delamarre denied 

^»i^ t ^ •( \sml li :fl^> m lhi(*^mrt fohtt,juri j J7(-^ Mr «4«U : 
- Tr->.t a crr^Ain fnrtrhrr ttrrt ut with hi« crirt of ' M'ibdl if a for^ 
mu.*" V ;»> r T.AT :t *^%€ «h-t can pay i^ljr m vmjill t«« It it n>4 

• v^**'* **' * c'att -littt/Ktif**.*. bat «>f vharrt in the ta«-«cHe(|ulc ' ('* 
■-*.--** *'»^i • iP Vnf'mif I'o I . I>rl%au 4^1*417; BUnc I J7i ^ or 
« f**-* ** 'r-^'^z^] At^tcW hy IjMlru irr a Irttrr in ihr tta> Atmam^h 

* *>■• p*4^ ^'i '^ '•*■'•' •S«'*^1r t*i \f.fil ji iK|0 
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that he had suggested a forced loan and insisted that hit 
scheme was the creation of a large discounting house, the 
money to be furnished by the government, the Bank of 
France, and the leading bankers, that Ledru and several of 
his colleagues endorsed the project, but that Gamier- Pages*s 
opposition killed the proposal.^ Etienne Arago and Delvau 
support the statements of Ledru-Rollin,' whereas none of 
the statesmen to whom Delamarre appealed made statements 
in his favor: consequently Ledru*s account is probably 
nearer the truth.* 

The financial integrity of the provisional government was 
frequently investigated by its opponents. The Constituent 
AssemMy appointed two committees of investigation. The 
hostile DtKos completely exonerated of dishonesty every 
member of the government. He questioned only the money 
given to certain delegates of the clubs and a few expendi* 
tures by certain commissioners.^ Ducos at first wished to 
make Ledru personally responsible for these, but the com- 
mittee decided that that would lie unfair.* Other investiga- 
tions made by the Ijegislative .Assembly in 1849, by the 
court of accounts in 1850. by the council of state and by 
the legislature in 1852, all completely absolved the pro- 
visional gmernment of malversation or extravagance.* 

In foreign affairs as well as in finances Ixdru took his 
part, although here too his suggestions were not adopted. 
The foreign minister. Lamartine. had announced his attitude 
in a circular of March 4 : 

^ Pairit, .\pril 23. 1K19; D/bais. ComjUimtionmrl, .April 14- 

^ Riformr, .April 22, i&iq; Drlvau J93-4. 

' Antony 46 believer Lrdni's Matcmcnts. hut it it ncH clear whether 
he ever taw Dclamarre't defense. 

• I>iscof Repnrt. MonUf^ir for iR^, p. I J57. 

• Antnny 2%f>'y. Fck the entire tubject. tee thit work. 

• Gamier- ra«et 8; jtf-JTo. 
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FrvKv n a rcpobKc The French republic docs not have 
tE> br rmfDiaed in order to exist It is based alike on national 
on natnral law. . . . The proclamation of the rqMblic is 
an act of affression afainst any existing form of gov- 
.... War. therefore, is not now the p rin ciple of 
French republic as it was the fatal and glorioiis n e cessity 
otf the r e publ i c of 179a. . . . The differences existing betw ee n 
rtMt period of history and the present time explain the necessity 
o4 peace. . . . The French republic will not declare war 
agamst any state. ... It will accept war shoold conditions 
■KooipntMe with peace be offered to the French people. . . . 
The treaties of 1815 have no longer any lawful existence in 
the eyes of the French republic; nevertheless the existing 
WTTMortal frontiers are facts which the republic admits as a 
hasm . . in her relations with foreign powers. ... If 
Swttrerland thould be men a ced in the progress i v e ino ve m e ut 
nhwh the has undertaken .... if the independen t states of 
Itahr •houM be invaded, if limits or obstacles should be placed 
m the making of internal changes .... the French republic 
w;«M mnftidrr rt«elf entitled to take up arms. . . . She is 
4rtrfrrtnrtl nfe\rr to curtail lilierty within hrr lrrrili>rY. . . . 
>h^ ;-rnrUun« hrr*clf the ally of |K>pubr rights and 

;< C^r»* 



Ia.-rar^inr thm maintained that France desired peace. 
»-Ri'-f accept the treaties of 1H15 as existing rfr facto if not 
4^ • wr/ vmtilfi mif repuMicanize by the sword, Imt would not 
;»?Tv.'? *<hrr nati'>n« to prr%*mt internal democratic change* 
.T. r ufr^^ {amculariy In Switierland and in Italy. 

Ixfinj KtJItn wcmld have adopted most of this |iolicy 
rJ^I!"! 'ei.'v he rmpha^ired the mission of France to spread 
'^j^w^cir. :dfa«. tf nrH fiy the sword, at least l»y i^rofttganda 
*rrl 'f^ artMr alluncr with any people that ^hcnild desire to 
r^f ^ frf? thr y<4e of their ruler Thi* difference between 
r, f\T\t nunifrsted itself m conncctifin with Italian 

• Uifmtrmr fo9 ti^t pp 444.5 
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relations. When Austria attempted to repress the demo- 
cratic movement in that peninsula, Ledru desired to inter- 
vene immediately ; Lamartine wished to wait for the call of 
the Italian people, and Lamartine had his way/ 

In one field the department of foreign affairs touched the 
work of the department of the interior. There were many 
foreign workingmen in France. As there was not enough 
work in the country for the native artisans, the provisional 
government decided to give to the foreigners free transporta- 
tion to their fatherland : Flocon was authorized to distribute 
sixty thousand francs for this purpose.' Unfoilunately 
many of these workingmen tried to revolutionize their 
native countries but the purpose of the provisional govern- 
ment in sending them home was not that of spreading pro- 
paganda. 

In western Germany there was fear of an invasion from 
France, and Gagem, a leader of the democratic movement, 
spoke openly in the Hessian legislattu^e of the menace of an 
invasion from German workingmen in France, and of the 
belligerent speeches of Ledru-Rollin. The government for- 
mally denied any hostile intentions in these speeches : *' M. 
Ijcdru-Rollin would indeed be astonished were such an in- 
terpretation given to his words," it said.' There was a 
small and tmsuccessful expedition into Baden, headed by 
the poet. Merwegh, but the government had refused any 
assistance, and I^ru had written to the officials at Stra*- 

* lUrrot 2 - H4 . Rcsnault 243-4 ; Nf axzint. Scritti, 9 : 63. in a letter to 
Cavmir tn Junr. iMV. Mys: **TK« tmdciKtes reprctcnted bjr Ledfii- 
RoHin were not luflfidcntly sfcondrd b)r his cotleagticA, bat I affirm tlua 
the French reimhiic wished to aid in the emancipation of haly with arms 
and that the Sardinian government did not." 

• !Ht(0urs poHtiqmes 2'ft^: Gamier-Pagtrs 7-^5; ThKo§ report. !/•«•> 
leur f^ /^^. p. 1554- 

• Moniteiir for 1948. pp. 744. T^^l- 
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(hncfjc ti> prr^tnt the fx|ie«liticin.* The government even 
t:t«i^\Td all meetinjt* of (Germans in the eastern depart- 

v«ne Savm-ard wc»rkin|(nien residini^ in t>r near Lyont 
3ude an ahorti\*e expedition against Chamtiery in Savoy, 
hsg: they were easily re|)elled by the native mountaineers. The 
fn^rmment removed all the refugees from the frontier, and 
l^'dni. Ijunantne. am! Kmmanuel Arago, commissioner at 
!.^^«i*. mcirked together to prevent a second attack. The 
rYpeditifwi against (lumhery was attritmted to the minister 
'W the iniehor. tiut there is no fouiKlation for the charge ' 

By far the most jierious of these in\'asions of foreign 
rrrntory from France was the affair of Kisquons-tout in 
!Vgtum Secret societies in that country had long con- 
tfaml for a repuMsc. and one of their agents had approacheil 
I^nj Rollin. but ap|>arently with no satisfactory result* 
TV chief organixers of the plot in I^aris were two Belgian 
•Watrr^. Bler%acq ami K<*sse. b<<h of whom were suspected 
• r -^ A/m/j f^n:'o,\Umrt^ Thr^c two ajjitatof* actc«l 
^u'A'*' •. :hi* :* a fact that has ti«it Ixm MitTicirtitly ap 

• •» I'r ! >.-. hi*ti»r:ans an«i uhuh clears ii;» nvy^X of thr 
"'^^ ■ * c'*» i"f:!ra'lict<*ry tr^tim<»ny K«»^sr"> jn''*^*P ^•*^ 
4 '---**•. \!4rf4^? ar!«l thr munici|ial aiilhcfritir^ * I'Vocn <lr 

, ^'r- f I^—art«w> m <*ifroort i i<^. Sirrn \ \\\ I ircc»ufl i 
.• i #' ft.^tET^ \r*\tu »ith cnmpIicitT l»llt f1%rt m* J«n»i*f% \\r 

• » i.-^an** *. *-'^ -u*"!*" \rr ^a»<»Tr rhaffr <!'AAAirr« at Kr Ankf»»ft ^n-l 

• ^-^.« -* .. 't-^n KrcnjQit -'74 ^trrn 1 lit*. If '«tfr*r •<»# f«#* 

• .• 

• ^-..^. • . ,-^, ?'-rr*rar* : ltf>- iHh gy%r% a (u:; acO'Urt of fhr 
^r «r»-.r ' t^^ *':%r;'.»#>^ f.^jt a^air mrth iWIfian hi«t"f*. but Sr (ivr^ 

- t:4i» • •** 5 rr-wS rafniScativ^t .f the p!«tl 

.-»"*' »c-r t • ."*•' '. W : t au Ami 
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puty-mayor Buchcz Fosse received the money to pay the 
expenses of those who should take part in the projected ex- 
pedition. Caussidiere heard of the preparations for de- 
parture at the last moment. He sought the minister of 
the interior to gain his approval or disapproval of the ex- 
pedition, but Ledru was occupied all day. The prefect of 
police did not dare stop the Belgians on his own respo^i- 
sibility and sorely against his will let the band enter their 
special train. The workingman reached Valenciennes 
safely. Thence they were sent off in Belgian trains bj* the 
commissioner of the North, Delescluze, who had received 
no orders. The train did not stop at the frontier, and the 
insurgents were surrounded by troops when they reached 
the first station in Belgium, Quievrain. Thej- were then 
<|uietly sent to their homes.' It is evident that Ledm- 
Kollin. Caussidiere, and Delescluze gave no surreptitious 
aid to this group; if there was a plot — and this is more than 
doubtful — it was hatched not at the ministry of the interior 
but at the mayoralty of Paris. 

Caussidiere was in constant communication with the 
other set of Belgians. Blervacq, their leader, had collected 
two thousand men in Paris and pressed the prefect of 
police for money and arms. Caussidiere proposed to Ledru- 
Kollin that the ministr}' of the interior should supply the 
expedition with all that was needed for an armed invasion, 
should give it an appropriation of one hundred thousand 
francs, and should add to the expedition two thousand dis- 
lianded munici[)al guards.' I^ru-Rollin refused absolutely 
to make any irregular expenditure or to take any action 
without the full knowledge of the provisional government; 
but he promised to use his influence with his colleagues to 

• Cautiidirrc 2 : jtSn-i : Moniifur for t$4M. p. 744. 

* This was a part of the pottct of Luuit fhiltppe which hid been dif- 
504%ed by the rtpublicafi adminiftratioo. 
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zx " !rrr !ran«|Hvrtati(m f«>r the IWI^iam \t a nircting of 
"nr^ rWvm nimilrr!i Ijctlru-Uiillin niadr hin m|tJC4t. and 
- • «'.ractir* vmni a Mini of iiumry lt»r ihin |nir|MMr^ 

Ir. h:« acciHinl of this affair 1 auAsidirrc explains away 
*^^ ^h.r? (MMTit^ in the duff^s which arc usually l»rciuf^t 
i^-i.-.^! I^iru kollin for C(«iiplicity. (*au%siclicrc him^lf 
•1^ <r»! tSr c\|«nhtion. dc^ircfl to alict the ccHupiracy and 
tun'T^tc^l thi^ to hi« su|)crior. Init I^rdru-Kollin rcfu^ 
jhpft.^urrl> to ai<l in the plot The minister fumislied funds 

••ar.\;>»n tlie l(clf;ian refujjees to the frontier. juM as he 
^a 1 !'.:rT::«hrfi them t(» all forei)^^ W(»rkinf^en, o|ienly and 
• •■- \^Mc i'rtiv^it of his colleaf^ies. hut he refused, to ( aus- 
%'trr^ s xrf^tX, U\ jjf> further < ianiier-l*af^s well said of 
•"- r\;*i!:ti'in *• M IxdruKollin deMred it, Init felt thai 
••* -jj:^.? x\*< ai<l It ; M ("aussidiere desired it. Init dared not 

:>^:«le* fumi^hinf; free trans|M>rtati(Hi Ix^Iru onlered 

•^■r*A- *!ii'lent* of the luoU l^olytfchniifue to aaomjiany 

^ J -»• -» ;iar!!\ t«» :;i'-^r r!i.irijr ••! the i|:n?t'*»*.iI^'V of 

' *•* >4r**. r • krr^i .i". v\r i»M !hr r\:K*t|:*!'»!i I rev- 

• — r:r::rr ;.rrTn:rr. then .i ^Milrnt .it t^u* ^h— »l anil, 

• ' ■ 4- . • r-s I . nv i".:.»fjH. .irttr.j; .i'^ .i i;iur<i ! i the v:«»v- 

'• -^- • a ^rrT** :•'. ^.■. H Tr.rin'MrH 

'." .'-• I r-ir*! jv.!!!!: in.i'lr .in .i|ifMtin;i!;r:i: »!!ii :nr 

-• *"•'•• K •" ■ '^ ■■":• r. ri.ii r i'.r.iiJ\.ui I foiiiv! tl'.rrc 

•- • •■ » <• ;i,i*v •■ ■ I I •• iii:::>:.T •■: .;»... I .-iir 

.- • - 'x'*- !:!:.!: ► •■ •« -i '.v. Irr !!r ii.iiTir >•! >i-;kni- 

• ' ■ k- <«-r: •r\r!"r*\ I *.tn>-i i •' :ii:* rTi:rrj •.^•- '!.iM\ 

- - ^* ^ ^ic-.'-! '^-.i: }t ; "-TV 'r.i'r.! ■• -Ajr" !'•»■ : !r.i .,f 

. »•• * -.:• -•• •'. • *Vr.*.-., ■ '. "Jjci.t— f'a •■ -i-r Mr 
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bringing about dipkxnatic cocnpliaitions. The conference at 
which I took part left on me an entirely diffeient impretsioQ. 
Ledni-Rollin appeared to tolerate thb expedition rather than 
to desire it. Not daring to stop it, he wished to restun it« 
keep it within limits. He hoped that havinig prudent men at 
its head, it would abstain from excesses on the route and per- 
haps would not even cross the frontier. The detailed in- 
structions which he gave for its repatriation, the insistence on 
avoiding all collisions seemed to indkrate that in his mind the 
expedition would reduce itself to a mere promenade in the 
department of the North. My companions understood it in 
this sense and agreed to go along. As for myself, incapable 
for the moment of enduring a long march on foot, I was 
obliged to refuse.' 

At a second interview on March 24 Ledni-RoUin ga¥e 
to those who were to accompany the expedition money for 
transportation and for food, and oral instructions. This 
time he seems to have more clearly indicated his unoflficial 
approval. One of the students testified later : '* M. Ledru* 
Rollin gave us absolutely no authorization; I understood 
from the tenor of his remarks, however, that it would be 
well if we succeeded.'' Another declared: ''I remember 
that M. Ledru- Rollin said that as minister he could not take 
part in the expedition, but that as a citizen he approved it." * 

The expedition, eighteen hundred strong, arrived safely 
at Lille. The pdytechnicians immediately reported to Com* 
missioner Delescluze. Delescluze was without definite 
orders and did not like to do anything on his own respon- 
sibility.* He provided food and lodgings for the. troops at 

* Freycinet 31-2. 

* O^Knti^Baacfaart Report J .17-9; 1:271. Other ftudcnts made 
similar depotttions. One said : " We thouffat an expedition imo Belgiora 
should be made to proclaim a republic there.* 

*On these two facts the testimony of the studcms is tmifom, bat 
some say that Delesclttte sitnsfied his approval, othen Ids disapproval 
of the expedition.— /M.. i : 271 : 2 : 17-^ 
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r::n near the tioriier; that was clearly what the minister 

* :he interior ile^iretl The qiM^ticm of arms was mi^re 

i -^«-u;! Drievlu/e ha<l received ihruUKh Ijedni-Kcillin an 

< Srr itn r'ltteen htindreii ntle% tor the Ulle Naticmal <ftar<l 

TSr i'<l|nan« a\ke«l him i«ir these arms, ami after hesttatinj; 

•» *rr! them to Secliu < ^eral Nejjrt^f . >n commami at 

1^'> (4>jrcted to thi« transfer, Init the order was regularly 

»-^e^J \'\ the mmiHtrr «i! \%ar. Nejfrier informed his chief, 

'" r^r<: . * Vraf^f*. i»f the proceedings, and the latter tde- 

^A;«hnl !•! him to |»re\'ent the Itelgians from crossing the 

«r rA:rT and to order the {MJytcchnical students home This 

r'kr irrivnl t<«» bte to lie of anv avail * 

'-. H:* i>erple\ity Delewhue wrote to I^lru on March 27 
••jr ? •"..%% ing letter, inarketl urgent. 

V. ' Va* mini*irr. M\ |»rq>lexity iiuTra!^« : the Belgian 
ri. tk'fi •taii'Kird At Sciltn. tw(» leagues from Ulle, is still 
' '^'^ :t nti;n*<r% tiftrrn htintlrni men. Its dis^'ipline is per- 
••^ • ."'. \ **'!ir\r It* nv'r.ilr 1* cxrllrnt. Uit the rhicf*. wht» 

. *• r.-',"., .irf:\ri! l-i :i..t !i;'»;»:rr mr with ijrru! inn- 

• - . - <■' r.r !"';«^::i ..r V.i*t ??ii .i;m*»Ic. arv! for \hv IraMrr* 

.•■ *-- ■• a;'.i •!'. :- f.tr.i: I Jw *!!ii.i!fn I*- ilsrti. lilt 

- - * ! ■ r^'ij'a'iN !-. ". •! wi^;- !.i 'Ir;*.!:! \% it!:n«t arni^ ; 

^ - ^ • j» •'• r\ ^J'.iii'! TV -t rrir:\r .I'ln* •.trilrs'^ ^lUiT^* i^ 

:•«■ !l-.iT *n r.* is nvrr tl'.i!i •!■ •'.i*illiil IWIcmni 

■ f ••*■•• ■,:»:.!! r .I'T'i" . .»!■■»» T^rri ap* r\rti J^.tn* - 

' ■ *■ !*»-*:cr ^••.\ri-?i \!r*M*i in! \!.m*irn|ji' S* .il 

-•'■ " •■ • 'f'x'. i:\ :r'*»t]ts. •'..itiir.*'- • wlh \hr\r ••r\;afr.».i- 

^ - ••* ' .1 riK !'«rr iT:.ir!:ir' M\ .i'1\:*r i* that thr 

■ ,- . •'•.I'n ! • '.hnr hfnr* *in(»!v an«l ;iC4 rfullv !•> rnijagc 

- ' ^r** ■-» ^* '» t^-r I*art*'4!i^. 'r! :hrtii j!s-» rrturn 

» I* 

' * • , i •* « I • • 1 • 
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rection this evening, March 27, at Ghent and at Bruges. Ac- 
cording to the information I receive, I am far from sharing 
their opinion. The army, the bourgeoisie, and all officialdom 
are in general hostile to ideas coming from France, even when 
there is no question of annexation. They have been preach- 
ing during the past two weeks against the Belgian volunteers, 
whom they represent as brigands preparing to pillage. There 
are great difiiculties and, I confess, I hesitate to launch this 
mass of 1500 badly organized men, even if thty were ac- 
companied by 3 or 4000 artisans recruited in the manufactur- 
ing towns near Lille. 

I found a smuggler who made me the offer of serving as 
i;;uide to the expedition and promised me to conduct it with- 
iHit striking a bk>w as far as Ghent, the centre of republican 
and French ideas, because nowhere else do the people suffer 
!ii> much. I spoke of it to the leaders; they seem to be sus- 
piciiHis. the misunderstanding of Quievrain leaving them in 
tkHibi as to the intentkxis of the government. They are con- 
tinually thinking of betrayal, and in vain have I explained to 
them that the Quievrain affair occurred due to an error ; they 
prrtrnd to believe in that fable so as to pose as victims. 

I have just received your telegram and I take it as a 
purely (>flWial communicatk>n to cover your responsibility in 
cAAe of failure. Send me another tomorrow without fail. If 
I nhould arm and launch the Belgians, reply by the single word : 
v/jr. If the contrary by: no. I shall act accordingly. But I 
inu«t drt*iile bv tomorrow at latest. 

The chief of the Belgian police came to Lille yesterday to 
%ee nir. 1 did not show my cards. I made him understand 
thAt nothing woukl please me more than to be delivered of 
ttie disturbing ptrsence of the Belgian legion, but that I could 
iiivi deliver it over to the Belgian government, etc. 

Hie Parisians are. I am told, quite ready to leave, but 
^ iih«mt them the affair is hopeless. I signified to the students 
%%l the SthiVil that they couM not march at the head of the 
lvgK^« III their uniform. The Belgian police manifested to me 
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icrua apprefaniMont in thml respect. 1 made it understood 
thAt the yvnog men had come only to maintain order in the 
cGttroTs and to protect public safety. The indiscrelioiis of 
I)^fuave*I>munqtie's press add to mjr perplexities: to listen 
L> the Journal dt la Somtmt and other co r re sp ondents of this 
sun. the ilelcian legion is marchinf to victory. 

Why did you not warn me of the hand which passed 
tKroogh N'alenciennrs ? .Ml the newspapers will pounce on 
nr. and I «ee myself in advance sacrificed. After all. what 
ixSrrrtKr (Wies it make^ I shall leave the position yuu fave 
9v Antl fr«t a little 

\\ Kalr%rr hap|irn«. I ilo not wish to risk the blood of these 
rra tn a ricliculou« failure, for the affair may not succeed. 

Vo <4her news. Reply, reply by yes or no. Let me have 
«t4ar tclcfraphic antwer by noon at the latest. 

\aar deputed subordinate. Ch. Uelescluse. 

In the tfvm margin of the letter is the note: " Your 

•e^airntt <»( the School are not as temeritotss as they seem 

Thrv have quite a tendency towards peace and civil 

* »r !hr lack of the letter in the handwriting of Elias 
j" rg^-At::? are the word* : ** Thi* letter was not received till 
'rut rrf^r^rrx^ of the twenty-ninth Immediately the miniMer 
•«^« ^1 « \t\ trlrgrai»h The despatch left at 10:30 

T'»:-^« rHr ar.«urr arrived i<iolate. and IWescIuie remained 
• -^^ <- :■ *!n>rtitwu The c<wnmi**i<iner !%till hesitated. 

- '^r% Ka! »^rn *mt to Seclin and diMrilnitnl among the 

* - ■ •♦%■• 4/ ••t9 ir. 4>4^, r^icmal in IJt Paprrt i J4r-A Thr 

- -*-• if- 1 art •>'4» ! j^trtj't antwrr «a« iVUyrtI by a ttit^nd •ttbordi- 

**'• ••• •* ^^''I tH* »infV ».»f.f rwntatr a mittakr and did f^A {€€• 

• - • " I f i:f ;ir.« }n "hii r-iMr .if Krgratt*t. the xrty mm rr«pc«i«iHle 

• ••* '*■» irfi** *i*ir Krcfijttit jT^J I^maflinr 1 1^7 cUimt 

- -' •.- rtir-ic'nr.f — thr iffaif S<r alt<» Strm j .^^JIO: fianiirf- 
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Belgians; then most of them were taken back. Finally 
Delescltize decided to let the legion proceed. The Belgians 
crossed the frontier at Risquons-tout, near Mouscron. Here 
they were met by a strong body of Belgian regulars and 
after an hour's fighting were driven back across the French 
frontier with seven killed and twenty-five wounded. Their 
opponents lost an equal number.^ 

In a leter on March 28 Delescluze explains his acts and 
his hopes : 

My dear minister. The die is cast; this evening the expedi- 
tion enters Belgium; tomorrow news. I shall send you by 
telegraph a line to tell you how Belgium has received her 
children. 

I cannot foresee the outcome, as I am not completely reas- 
sured as to the leaders. I^t us hope that the fortune of 
France is with them, and that the sun of the republic begins 
to rise. But. for God's sake ! Do not be diplomatic with me. 
I am ready to do whatever you tell me. I believe that I can 
at need take any initiative required by the case, but do not 
send me ambiguous communications. 

In any case I count on a bill of indemnity. If the ex- 
pedition turns out a failure. I do not know how I shall ex- 
tricate myself. You must aid me. 

I have not time to tell you more. During the night at two 
o'clock. CVnirtrai will be in the hands of the legion, if it is 
not wiped out lieforehand on the road. 

I confess that it is with angui9h that I .see the young col- 
legians prepare for this struggle as for a mortal combat, and 
besides they cannot fight in their uniforms. 

At any rate I have furnished them with |>assports. May 
France watch over them. 

In case of failure there will l>e a violent reaction against 
you and me. We must hold out against the storm, but I shall 

• \1<mttf%r for 1S4S. p. 744- 
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hx'tx arrd of more patience than I feel cafwble of to endure 
the avmlaache that menaces me. 
Yoon ftincerely. Ch. I>elescluie.* 

The fiasco of Risqtions-toiit caused agitation everywhere, 
f oreifn powers, particularly England, feared the chauvinist 
tcr An cic s of the new republic. In France the conserva- 
:i«TS thundered against the government and especially 
against Ixdru-Rollin for thus violating the national honor 
Sv pkifting against a friendly power, while the extreme re- 
rnhmnntsts denounced the betrayal of the imfortunate de- 

m 

oncrats ' The provisional govern m ent publicly disavowed 
the expeditum. It would have liked to remove Delescluze. 
htgt Ijcvlru insisted on the retention of his friend. 

f >n August ^5. 1848 before the .Xsscmbly Ijedru made a 
4rfenfe of the part he had pla>'cd in this affair. It is pro- 
bably the only time he discussed the affairs 



In iVicium assembled moft of the ministers of the late 
— T *"4- ^\ an<! thry i-on^pirH with* Hit hindrancr Sy the 
i ;'^ ^-tsr* In thr \%atrr« of the SiheWt lav some Hriti^h 

# 

• •^ , ' •••*'!% ti» xxVr Aniwrrp .it the fir*t nvivrmcnt made liy 

•• » tjntfv \\r!I. .1 IVIeian Irf^icn. v^hu'h ytni all *aw, 

»" . • >'!« 4;«5it4tifSr«l hIh-ii it lra\cr*c«! the lUHilrvariU . . . 

'^:a — '1! I *M Uif tt %bhAl I ha<i fl«>nr ft»r thr itrmian^. for 

••#• ^^*.,*ir-l* That thrrr ini|;ht \tt n«» disorder I ha<l thrm 

1 #^;ian #"1 ?.\ ;hi|>iU of thr /:>*»/#• PoixUckniqur ami the 

,r i rmfra^r . I %cnt arm* for thr .National < iuar«l wh*i 

•'J*' • «l:»-»fflrr on thr fr«icittrr from thr*r vattcrr^l !qfiim». 

* -•r%^ 4fTr* mrfr takrri. uifn\r *av thry ykrrr «^l*tri^ll!^•! . . 

r ;» •>• 'Irvitft^iiiitn that ^-iv^ that thr\ wrrr <liMrihutrd 

9 « a 
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Moreover here is a telegram which .... should have been 
reported. The commissioner of the North said to me : These 
n)en wish to cross the frontier armed ; shall I let them pass ? 
I replied no. The minister of war said: Let the students be 
recalled. They were recalled. My telegram was not delivered 
in time; I removed the operator. Blervacq was arrested; he 
was at the head of those legions which wished to enter Belgium 
arms in hand. I ask whether the Belgian expedition, which 
seems s<> inexplicable, is not thus explained; I ask whether 
the IWlgian government, perfectly aware of the facts, ever ad- 
drrs>cd to iHir government any protest at all? ... I knew 
that the |x>licy of France was not in opposition to the manifesto 
of M. de I^martine.' 

i\Misiiiering the letter of March 28 quoted above at 

length, the complicity of Delescluze is clear. He had not 

prrnictliatcd ttie expedition; he had not even approved it. 

\\\\x he tranklv admits that after hesitation he aided it with 

hiii aitvicr atul fumishetl it with help. The assistance was 

5Hr\'rc(« but that fact does not absolve him. As to Ledns- 

KiJItn his avnplicity is less direct. He did not wish the 

rN|irtltii(Mu he refused to aid it when Caussidiere asked for 

dul I ir >u|i|%lietl t'iHxl and transportation, but that was to 

iruu«vr i««trign workingmen from France and was done 

%^tih the ittn%ent of his colleagues and the knowledge of the 

IWI^iAti uiiinMer at Paris. He sent along Polytechnical 

Miidctit^. but tor the puqM>se of watching the expedition and 

urenii* to the cinntnisarial. That he would have been dc- 

lii:IUf%l to ficv a lielgian republic is undoubted, that he would 

ui«l have Itcen dtHpleanefi at the success of the expedition 

%^A« i4»vi(m« to nuiny i^eople to whom he spoke, but from 

\\A\\ to fiiuth a» a ginemment official he refused an>'thing 

iUskX %%mUI l»e callwl official sanction, l^ru, however, did 



» »,., 



«. . ^.•iiri^ii.i J ri-.V <t>t*ei iJ^iJM hrlieve* Le<tni fa%cirH 
l^t ,t*.| i»«.4 h^\^ the r%|«r«lili4« Thr ow*crrjitivc hUtonaiu 
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nc€ lake iclrquaitr measures to prevent the invmsion. He 
(are definite orders to his subordinate, Delesdttse. only 
«hm n was too late Besides, he iiutsted on the retention 
of the compromincd commiuioner, thus covering the latter 
with hi5 nmxt atiihority. It is notable that the two letters 
ot I>eiescliue were not left in the archives of the ministry 
iA the interior, but were placed amonf the private papers of 
L«iiru 

Scsnmini; up. Caitssidiere had the desire but not the 
^mrr X€\ lid the expedition. Ddesclnie save it a direct and 
tcsrrqiciiifiuft but no premeditated assistance. Ledni-RoUin 
p«e n<» official assistance* but his conduct was ambigtious 
anri he acrepced after the fact a part of the responsibility. 

V<%ii)fe% these foreign workingmen, Germans, Savoyards, 
f<^ans. «h«» made armed invasions, other forrifner s , who 
rmuined in l%n% caused tnxMe. The Poles threatened to 
rxm prrhfture on the government to force it to aid their 
aaxire cnuntry ' The Irish publicly urged that France 
A':*.-; F\ri:!An«I. an<l |>lacAr<hr(l im white IVI|mt ■ old fipteches 
• !-nJru kinliri prnmi^ini: the aid <n' FretKh rq>uMican9 
A^i vT thr K^ffr^ssort ni Irebnd. When the Rnglifth 
i-r^a%vA<l'if lavttl Nomunhy, fwoteMrtl, the gfwemment 
w^: h:m 4 rr^/w which he adniittnl wa» " unol»jecticmaWc 
■-' i:«f:! lx«!ru rqnifluttd the inference thai as miniMcr 
^r r*a r.!a:rin! Unpujre he had lormerly u?ief! Normanby 
rf<r%*n! h:m*rlf As \asi«fieil ' At Knuen too, forrign 
u>m rrr% rrr^ial tmuliie Nomunb)* com|>lained alwiut di»- 
'• -*. --jV'^. a|:a:n%t Foigti^h ani^ans in that city. I^ru in- 
)««; r-^'^i ''^ nutter, and the amtaMador declared himself 
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CHAPTER VII 
Father of Universal Suffrage 

As we ha\'e seen, the July Monarchy had been overthrown 
on the twenty- fourth of Febrttary, and a provisional gov- 
ernment had been formed. But still the mob did not im- 
meiliatcly disperse. On February 25 a band of insurgents 
went to the ministr)- of the interior, and there were a fev< 
numients of anxiety for the public archives. Ledru-Rollin 
tricti to calm the insurgents. lie dissuaded them from 
rushing to X'incennes to occupy the arsenal by assuring them 
that MiHTi^i had already taken possession of that fort. He 
urgrti (hem to go to the Military School to await the early 
itwguni<a(iiHY oi the National Guard. Meanwhile another 
4iul Urgrr griHtp had marched to the city hall and had de- 
nuiulnl tlut the red flag be proclaimed the flag of the re- 
imNiv l^nly six members of the provisional government 
^eie thrit At the time. luHiis RIanc defended the red ban- 
iici . but \vt luially yielded to the arguments of his colleagues. 
I anvAitnie then went out on the lialcony, and in one of his 
iiHVkt rtTf\tivr "^preches |>ersuaded the crowd to accept the 
liiv\J«M Irtliu had arriveil during the tumult, but all his 
%*il\4t« to i^rt thrtHigh the crowd were fruitless, and he had 
U-vn iWigrtI tt» nit in a ct>ncierge's lodge for three hours 
li«(vnui|s to the rumlding of the riot of which he did not 
kiMM the \au^ * 

Vk^ii Altei I.etlru had finally rejoined his colleagues, a 

* \W4M 1 >*!>. « «rnirf Pag^ 6:6j: Cftitille t:3J9-lP; Conttiim' 
i%v« l^5« 
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larntid invaftion arrivrd cfetnanclinff the Richt of Labor. 
Ilkr I}ra%i am TrmxtU wms a cauch-word drawn from tudh 
«>«:iAlift( writrn as Louis Blanc and was most popular at 
:Ki% {^noil It meant the ri|»ht of every citizen to be fuar- 
tf&sml rrmunerative work by the ipo v e r n m ent. Lamartine 
iX^n ftuccrtsfully exerted his inexhaustible eloquence, and 
;be wciriinipnen abandoned their denumd Btit Louis Blanc 
^aily drew up a decree that ipranted them exactly what they 
Wl rcnciunccd. that guaranteed work to all citizens, and 
I^tfdru added the clause : *' The provisional government re- 
! a f n e tl to the workin|nnen, to whom it hetongs, the million 
vhich fell dtie on the civil lists." After this the members of 
rhe prnvisinnal govern m ent were obliged to appear once 
»rr Ivfore the crowd and be accbimed anew/ ()n the 
v^i day the provisional giyvemment were again forced to 
jppcar l«fcire the people. On February 27 the republic was 
f'jrmilly pmclaiined at the coltmm of July.' 

There were also di!i|Krtes within the council. On Feb- 
^zxr\ jf* the (|ue«tton of the re<! flag ver4U« the tricolor 

• A» ii«ru«^4^l Ixtirti (li^|)lnycd the design for a triciJor 
-^£ ikht^h Kid lirrn |ainte<l iiy David at the demand of 
- r«r%;«crrr. and vaiil '* The tricolor is the flag of the 

•^.rr:!nin. the flag nf *i;x and of '<>4. What more is 

v<«.*rtS ' ' N'attirally the m«iderates spoke on the same side 

*.-S.»:^*h i»:\^ng iliffrrmi arguments. I^ouis Blanc alone 

•■•:--»c-I :h^ !rtrf»!«»f. Imi hr wa* fi>rceil to give way after 

• 1 '•"ra^ir* had \trldnl **» far as to order olticiaU to 

• V • r%m *^ ;f^# p yi^, I^mArtmr ! j^xX \\ the TuiVnn ihc 

. »•-! •••■ ^A^ rj;^ufrf] tt rrftttcil t«» r\Mualr iHr l«uil<!intf *n ! mrtr 

• «:?»■•* ^» f-fcr the 'NKve tai<W 1 auttiilirrr Thr ftcm fii»- 

''•:>firi «A« ^'if'l <** |<rt«nitr a fiuUir tlmr an<! rr<* 

- • •• fc-. * ! ^'*'^x «r ! tr^rf j' .»< hit c«*ltcAffur« wrtr forcrO t • c**nr m 

^* . ^ • "»■*•— thii t'' '*'■*'' VC«irr the mtarcmti vouM ffii»r. -^t. 
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wear a red rosette in their button-hole as an emUem of the 
republic/ Again when Louis Blanc demanded the creation 
of a ministry of labor, Ledru-Rollin joined the majority in 
opposing the suggestion.' 

Some writers claim that the members of the majority were 
considering the advisability of ousting the radicals and soc- 
ialists from the cotmcil. On the night of February 27-28 
the moderates were to meet at 2 A. M. at the house of 
Marie. Marrast and Pagnerre arrived on time, and Beth- 
mont and Camot made a tardy appearance. Btit Gamier- 
Pages, exhausted, sent his excuses. It was necessary to 
get Marie out of bed as he had forgotten the appointment. 
Lamartine thought the meeting was for the next day. 
.\rago had been informed too late. The absence of the 
last two made the conference useless.' It is difficult to be- 
lieve that this conference was a very serious attempt to 
change the i)ersonnel of the government. 

But all ^-as not discord within the provisional go v ern m ent. 
The abolition of the death penalty for political offenses re- 
cei\'ed unanimous approval. Above all, Ledru-RoUin's 
decree on the elections was hailed with jgy. Ever since 
Ijedru-Rollin had entered the field of politics, he had been 
preaching universal suffrage, advocating it as the sole means 
of expressing the popular will. When at last he came into 
power, as minister of the interior, he was entrusted with 
the duty of preparing the decree that should realize this 
aspiration. The importance of the organization of tmiver- 
sal suffrage cannot be overestimated. It is the one vital re* 
form of the provisional government, nay more, of the 
second republic, that has endured to the present day. When 

* Garnicr- Pagvs 6 : 101 -y 

* Stern 2:44. 

* Rcimault iKi; Stern J 140-150: Sarraas i8t>-i. 
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r%rrfxhing else about Ledni*Rollin is (orfotten, he will itill 
br remembered in France as the Faiktr of Umivfrsai Smf- 
f^^ift From February 2$ to March 5 he devoted Us cner- 
cw« to the task of preparinc a workable scheme. Cormentn 
ami Isambcrt, who had pubUshed essajrs on imivcml saf* 
iracr, were larfdy responsible for details, bttt the fttidiiif 
ioffve came from the minister of the iitterior. 

^>i March 5 the decree was submitted to the council and 
ihr foUowinf day it appeared in the Momiem, Elections 
to a constituent assembly were to take place April 9. The 
local number of feprcsentatives was to be nine hundred* 
apfMrtinmd amon^ the departments, Algeria, and the 
cidkmies on the basis of population. The suffrage was to 
br direct and tmiversal. All Frenchmen aged twenty*oiie 
who had rcsi<kd for six momhs in the commune were given 
dw roee prov i de d they had not been judicially dep riv ed of 
or Hiftpendcd from the exercise of all dril rights. All 
F r en chmen aged twenty-five were eligible for the Chamber. 
Fa!>>cing was to be sccrel. Rlccttons were to take place 
T, the chirf tcwn of the canton and the votes were to be 
cf«2n:rf! thrrr. tiut were tc» tie vcrifktl in the ca|Ntal of the 
ir^ttnmrat Vjkch tallot was to contain as many names 
A* '.hetr » err camlidates in the dcfiartment (scruiin dr lisU) 
MT^i tmn ih(iu%and votc^ were needed for election. The 
rr;frn<n!a!ivr% %irrr to rrcri\-e as |Miy twenty-five francs a 
tft% The Ion*Liturr wa% to assemble April JO* 

- ^ March H a »up|iirmentary circular f^ve further de- 
t4 « Ihr !ir%t |art dealt with the drawing; up of the rr* 
r «"!!:' e: li*i% and inc!ude«l such subjects as age, natiun- 
A. • . :nra^acitie«. rr^idcnce. and v> forth The second part 
• 4^ r:orrrre*l i*ith rln't^iral a«H^»lir^ tlir work of the 

*'/-^*'r^ '.*« .'1^ :■ %^x The nrMtt^i rvjunalmlt tn thr t'nitnl 
-*s'*^ t-, um^mmr mt rtfitmt. aiuS (V-p«rtmctit« are tilligcs. ctuffeirm. 
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mayor, advice to be given electors, composition of the board 
of elections, form of the ballot, duration of the election, 
counting of the ballots, the army vote, the proclamation of 
the result.^ Special regulations for P^ris, Algeria, and the 
colonies, and further explanations to electors, mayors, and 
commissioners were issued later.' 

The work of preparing for the eleaions was entrusted 
to the commissioners of the departments. Under Louis 
Philippe these oflfkials had been called prefects, but the re- 
publican regime changed the name, partly because it was 
desired to indicate a break with monarchical administration, 
partly because the new^ officials would accept only a tem- 
porar>' appointment and the position of prefect signified a 
semi -permanent office. The revolution of 1848 had been 
a purely Parisian affair, and the prefects had learned of the 
progress of the insurrection only by five successive tele- 
grams. The last of these despatches was from Ledru- 
Rollin. informing them of the installation of the provi- 
sional government, and adding: ** Vou will take immediately 
all measures necessary to insure to the new government pop- 
ular support and public tranquility.** The prefects, accus- 
tomed to chcy any orders received from the central authori- 
ties, acquiesced in the change, but in at least thirty of the 
eighty-five departments local revolutions took place and de- 
{Kirtmental repuMican committees replaced the prefects.* 

It was the duty of the minister of the interior to pro> 
vide a regularly constituted administration. Officials who 
had been appointed by Guizot could not lie left to carry out 

* Monitemr for ili$i. p. $J€^ 

» Ibid,, $79, ^5 A 65H. 712, 7A 762. 777-^ 7^ 

• Mmt of thr fact* ci^crminK the conifnt^fMVKrt arc drawn fr«ira the 
admtrahic article of Maury in the KH'olution fran^oue 57" 43^-475. My 
account generally ici^rs a brief resume of hit article, thoufth teveni 
a«i<]ttiun« and rcca%ional slight differcncef in deductions are ni.itlr. 
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rcpoNicafi memtum. At an «arly date LedrvhRotlin con- 
wnrd at his offioe his colleagues in the ipo vemm e n t and sub-^ 
fBrttrd to them his choices as commissioners. All were 
ap pr ov e d , only two having been strongly contested. Deles- 
chsrr at IJIle and Deschamps at Rouen were confirmed in 
thnr functions only upon the insistance of Ledru-RoUin. 
We have already seen how Deiescluie was later compro- 
fltt«rd tn the fiasco of the IWIgian democr a ts at Risqtxms- 
toQS Only the friendship of I^ru-Rollin maintained him 
a hi« crfRce ' Deschamps also met with difficuhies as com-' 
BMinnrr. He was the leader of the radical republicans of 
Room, but the moderate republicaiu. who probably had a 
■ajccity in the department of the Lower Mne. desired his 
Nptai:tiiiiin by their leader, Seiurd. The matter was 
WoQgh; before the provisional government. Ijedru declared 
iba: the removal of the commissioner would weaken the 
kaD0h of atsthnhty. thai the Rouen republicans should all 
mute and forget old fetids as the members of the council 
H»^f ' **r t^u! t\\r attack <>n a *ul>orclifialr hf»l<lin|; the ^mr 
rw *:* a% him^li uai( rrally <IirrclciI a^in^t him. that he 

• '.:'! .:r!il tn h\> nJIcapir^ cm m^Kt choice*. !nit that hr 

• «:' ! rr«icn raihrr than alaii<|firi {tcrsiifial frictuU siKh a< 
r*p^-HamjH ar.<l l>rlr%rhizr In the presence i»f ^\Kh a dc- 
<ijirA!"<i 1?! fiiMcvtH«i% 4liva|>{K*arnl. tnit Scnard went tci the 
r^iar:fr !».• ni«»nth% later with a (Irculeil prejudice 

' »• -Sr fh:ry <lr|artment« that had had l<ical reviJution* 

- r ". !-Ar-^r wrrr the prm-irKial leaders a|>prMnted commis- 

». r^*i *<j! :n tuT t<hrr% they were a^viciatnl with the new 

*;«!• "^'rT wn! friifn l*ari^ In the tilty-t\ve *«ther dqart- 
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ments commissioners came from the capital; thirty-six of 
these remained in ofike until at least March 15, thirteen had 
other commissioners associated with them in their func- 
tions, and six resigned or were removed. All the appointees, 
with the single exception of Emmanuel Arago, and he was 
not named at Ledru's initiative, were natives of the distria 
to which were sent. Twenty-two had been deputies, ten 
mayors, eighteen the recognized republican leaders of the de- 
partment.* " The first commissioners," says Haury, ** were 
not selected without deliberation as has been believed; neither 
were they fierce revolutionists." ' Of the eighty whose 
party affiliations Haur}* knew, fourteen belonged to the 
dynastic left, twenty-two were moderates like Lamartine, 
twenty-two belonged to the National group, and only twenty- 
two followed the banner of the Rfforme. 

The commissioners were not named in a hurry, for it was 
March 9 before the last of them were appointed.* By their 
characters and by their past records most of them seem to 
have justified their appointment. Of the one hundred and 
ten commissioners, sixty-se\*en were later elected to the 
.\ssemblv, while eleven others who could have been elected 
were restrained by conscientious scruples from becoming 
candidates. In sixty of the departments the commissioners 

' Statistics are available for only sixty-one deimrtments. 

* Melun I : J63-4 speaks of Ledni marching arotsid in his office oo 
I'Vhntary 2$, wearing a tricolor scarf and a great cavalry sword and 
hastening the departure of the commissionert who looked like travelinc 
salesmen. One need only point oot that on February 2$ practically no 
appointments had been made. Nf tiller iij-S claims that Struck, a djr* 
nastic liberal, was appointed commissiooer of the Upper Rhine merely 
because he happened to come to the ministry for a passport. The only 
«erinus bit of ertdence is that of Jules Favre in the Quentin-Batichart 
Report I : jft> : ** The commissioners were named without discernment* 
f-fit come, first served,'" 
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«pp(«ni(d brfotr March 15 wrre popoUr; in twenty othere 
:hry term to have been ttiisfacton*. In only four were 
thnr MTioas diflkulties. We have already leen the troubkt 
of IMradtue and of Deschampt. In the Aobe there wmi 
?rxTi<jn bccwrtn the two ciriginal joint commisfionerft. easily 
ad;tsstrd when a third one arrived. At Lyons the extremist 
«x«Hkincmen brcJce out in a riot. 

From the start torrents of abuse were leveled against the 
ooomuftSAoners.* The most definite accusation was that 
bruught against a certain ex<onvkt named Kiancourt, who 
wu nuc a oommissioner at all. The conservatives charged 
tiMt Ledm-Rollin. knowing of this man's past, selected him 
as cotwntssioner. and that he even believed in appointing 
assassins to high positions. As a matter of fact, Kiancourt 
mx% merely a police superintendent : he was appointed not by 
the mimtter hut bv a subordinate: he had been re cu n u nended 
by deputy-mayor Buchei at the suggestion of Mgr. Affre, 
.\frhbishap of I*aris. Kiancourt's case <loes not require 
•rf: •Jis ci<n«iflrraii(ni ^hen inf|utrtnf; into the qualities of 

\\ *x\x ihr ctjfnnii%M(icicrs ^rrc Icit Urf*rly to their own 
•rti-^rvr*. \ai\ y^ht\\ Ixilru had Cfmiplcted the decree afiply- 
r^ ur.nrrval %utTra|^. he turned \\\s attention to giving 
VV ♦<• :r.%tnictKm% t*> the comnii«fti(«irrs. Jules Kavre was 
fi*r-ii*r^! with thr mork of preparing the first draft. I^etlru- 
- *::•; !..^jri| !hi* t«*> milil The minister, the secretary- 
fPTirral. And the chief «»f caliirKl. I'Uia* Kegnault. di^cus*ed 
•»■! •'^xu n\s ar-'l drew tip ihe final f*irni of the instructi«ms 
' * 'Sr .'iimnii\«:<«ier^ On March H it was vnt to all the 
ir;afrrTWT.t% ' 

j***m* • • 'W rfsf*-*! of f'mlUt^mi e>f f*/ Sr^nNtt, viti-iv. /!• For «Sr- 
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It declared: 

The republic which we have inaugurated is not the chance 
result of a moment of i>assion. ... It was slowly constituted 
by the progress of popular reason. . . . That is why no hesita- 
tion or dissent was manifest; France had but one voice be- 
cause it had but one soul. . . . Your first duty should be to 
make it understood that the republic has no thought of ven- 
geance, at least so long as this generosity does not degenerate 
into weakness. In abstaining from all prosecutions for earlier 
political acts or opinions, take as your general rule that all 
political functions can \>e entrusted .... only to tried repub- 
licans. ... Do not bind the officials by instructkMis : animate 
them by your zeal. Through the elections they hold in their 
hands the destinies of France ; let them work for a National 
Assembly capable of understanding and achieving the work of 
the people; in a word, all old-linr, fwt nru* republicans.^ 

Less rigor in regard to officials whose role is purely ad- 
ministrative. . . . Seeking thus to remain firm and just to- 
wards agents placed under your orders, you will demand 
active and devoted assistance. This aid should tend to reas- 
sure the timid and calm the impatient. The former take 
fright at vain phantoms, the latter wish to precipitate events in 
accordance with their anient hopes. . . . Moreover, do not 
forget that you are acting provisionably. . . . There will be 
numerous and diverse protests; note them carefully. ... It is 
suppression which alters and corrupts public thought; liberty 
purifies and ex|)ands it. Nevertheless if temerity of language 
.... instead of applying itself to general ideas .... attacks 
persons, it is your duty to require judicial intervention to stop 
such an abuse .... l*pon your arrival at your posts you 
should make friends with the influential |atrk>ts; their counsel 
should always have great value with you. . . . TYiere is no 

* This if the inadequate tranftlattan of k4*mmf$ de ta itiUe, ^s dm 
ImScmam. Thete two tcrmt difttnxititli thoic «ho «crr a\owr(| rcpuS- 
Ikans before Febnury 24 and thme wh<> acce^Hrd the republic after the 
revolution. 
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rrr«i of teUtfic >'ou to f^ve »|ircial attention to the oqjanua- 

-•« of the National IJuard. . . . Finally, devote yourself 

u> whatever ci»ncrm» the bboring cUuft. ... It it by 

^- i thitwfh It that the rq>ul>lic wx<i founded, the mttMon of 

■ ^xh t% ti» end it» »ufrerin|r» and a»»ure its rights. If urgent 
v^.r»«:t> a|i)iearft to demand cxce|iti(>nal measures, refer them 
'.^ me immrdutrly. . . . I>o not disquiet respectable vested 
xi*rrr«tt, f«»r iheir tnmhles might injure the very persons you 

■ nh to pn4rct. . . . Hy destn^ving machinery the w«>rking- 
T-m mjurr their own cau^. ... A little kwiger and tlie^e 
r>^*nr!% of human genius .... will enrich all those who now 
um^irxe them. . . . The future is <iurs if we are frankly re- 
i -^otvuciar)'. if ... . our acts conform to the spirit of fra- 
'rrr.u T«> ut lielongs the duty of reassuring the public 

T<» give the world an example t>f self-control after a 
*r*:*;Anf vKtory .... is the gral of 4»ur common efforts. In 
• r icr !hal mine nuy lie efhcacioui^ I need your aid. . . .* 

As a wbiJe the effect of this circubr was good. Liberal 

ztmI radical newsjiajierH prai«ecl it mildly: conservati\"es re- 

-^•f! •••"!-. the r\clii^:«»Ti n; xhv tuti' r|•^u^/lVllllJ. < iarnier- 

* *^^* a !>5»tia! ni'-lcra!r. \\r:ti"*. ** Thi* l.inpup*r 1* inie 
-- . • '►> It ;% rh.it fi .1 Htatr'^fiufi. firm and at the «ame 
' ^^ . ^x:'4:--r\ ** • The iilra •»t proja^ling rrpuMican 

'..••• 'rx > i.»r.!ai!K*«l III thr circular, which, h<»\\cver. 1* <1<»- 

- ..••'■!* •. !hr : Ira «»i ci»:ic:ijati«<ci Workinj^nien were at Ia>t 

•*•' .r .»:Tr:!:.'ti, Nut vc^tcii mtcrcMs were to lie reassured 

• - . a\r ! raihcr ifur. iriv:h:ei:rtl into a lo\-al acce|itance of 
j^ • r^ V 'I here wa% imt <*ne phrase that ciHiM arouite 

• r... • ^:. *\\c i;a!ict/nl \\«»rd«» ailvi^ing that the work of 

' r i-»r>*:ni: a rqKi!»lican j»«ivernment I* left in the hands 

t I atmI !rieil a<i\i«'atr« nf rqniNicani^m. a d<Ktrine sup- 

• *; ' s;;';.**»*^:1f*i l-» A iirr ilif oc t'» thr mA«(«rt the f«>n>f«ixie !*» — 
• -• '•• ••J 
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ported by the National as well as by the Riforme, and at 
first accepted by many conservative newspapers. But 
former parliamentarians, particularly the members of the 
d>Tiastic left, were unwilling to be left out and resented this 
exclusion. Many of Barrot's partisans had loyally accepted 
the February revolution (Cremieux, for instance, was a 
member of the government ) and felt that they were entitled 
to a voice in the new regime. The futility of demanding 
from the fourteen commissioners who has been members of 
the d}7iastic left that they work against their own party is 
apparent. 

A far more vigorous note was struck in the famous cir- 
cular sent out on March 1 2 : 

. . . . What are your powers? They are unlimited. 
Agents of a revolutionary authority, you are also revolution- 
ar>'. The victory of the people has imposed on you the duty 
of proclaiming, of consolidating its work. For the accomplish- 
ment of this duty, you are bound only by your conscience, you 
should act for the public welfare as circtmistances may re- 
quire. Thanks to our customs, this mission is not a terrible 
one. Up to now you have had no serious resistance to com- 
bat. . . . Republican sentiment should l>e aroused and for that 
purpose it is necessary to confine all political functions to 
sure and s\'mpathetic men. Everywhere prefects and sub- 
prefects must be changed. ... If is for you to make the 
people understand that wc cannot maintain those whose e>'ery 
act was corrupt. The ap])* ointment of sub-commissioners re- 
placing these officials belongs to you. You may refer to me 
whenever you have any doubts. Preferably choose men from 
the capital of the (Icfxirtment. Do not avoid young men 
.... Sui)erintend the replacement of mayors an<l their 
deputies. De^iignate them prmiskmally. ... If the municif>al 
councils are ho*itile. dissolve them. . . . Init have recourse to 
this measure only in cases of dire necessity. I believe that 
the great maj*^rity of municipal councils can be maintained 
if new men are placed at their head. 
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?>»<> Armed force is under }*our orders . . . but you 
•^oUI a«e ffTtat care in this part of your functions. . . . 
y^*'\t all win it over by showinf your esteem for it. 

IVmand kn-al sup|K»rt fmm the magistracy; when- 

fnrr %^4i <%) not receive it. infonn me. ... I shall immediately 

.11 the matter tiefore the minister of justice. As to the tr- 

n A2»le magistracy, watch it. and if any member of it shows 

a c^ienly hositle. use your right of suspetuion. 

Wni «tll mrrivr from mc detailed instructions as to the 

tX*^"*^^^^ «^f (he National Guard. . . . 

T>< r!r\-tvin« are (Hir great duty. <>n the composition of 

N^tKjcial Assembly dqiend our destinies. The Assembly 

T-^^t V Animated by a revohitioiury spirit; otherwise we 

TTor^.h ti»«ard anarchy and civil war. lie on guard against 

r^c r-.sngtir« of ckmblc-faced men who having ser\'ed royalty 

^ m :a!I thrm«e!ve« the sen-ants of the people. . . . You must 

•^^'tt that to win the honor of sitting in the National As* 

w-^/^% 00c mu«t be free fmm the traditions of the past. . . . 

'•rirngmen. who are the vital force of the nation. 

• ••*<■ fri'Hi jmf>n(; thrm^rlve* thc^v who are recom- 

•Jh-t i?i!r!!n»rfi. r. thrir «!rvi»rnni. their morality 

".' ^} *r:\ \\:c clr^t'-r^ Aiu\ rrj»c.it to thcni ini'rssinlly 

" •- »:•■ *f ti'.r nn»fMr. hi*!^ i* hnt^hrd . . Thr C(!iioa- 

MMrrv t% n« t ofu;ilrtr«! Ft i* for \oii lo f»iii(|r t! 

'-c''* *hc inrrtmu c»f rlri'toral i-*wnniittre*. Kx- 

*••■••"■. •! r !:!!rN of i .i?ii!iit4tr«. Snf>i«*rt <»nlv tho*r 

V .•^•.»r •» I'frwf.t thr lir*t fnurantrr^ of rr|niMK'an 

' .' - ' 1' rV.!;..n -'.iv !w a triumph for tlie rr\*«hi?i*»n ' 

7":. • - r<"::'.ir .»! Nfarvh u nurkol the tir^t *tep in a 

'•A- ^ : :*riy. Uit ni»t a hr^* Mq> It wa* rather a 

---.— • f-::'.h4*i* tJuri in *ii'»N!anir The idea of c«"n- 

4* -. ♦• " r\:*!r.!. *iii! had t<r«fnr *til*»rdiriatc to that of 

•■'-.■ A- SA*.'^' V.^rr im|» 'nancr w.i* given to the <hity 

r- r. **: *\rT* I'* r«|iK*a!r the ;<^"{'lr in i«lea< of demo- 
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cracy and to guide the voters in their choice of candidates. 
The commissioners, however, were not given exorbitant 
powers. The real meaning of the words unlimited powrrs 
is explained in the text itself. As agents of the revolution- 
ary authority their powers were unddined and were to be 
guided by the general laws of equity. There were specific 
recommendations not to use their full authority with the 
army and there were definite restrictions as to their power 
over the judiciary. It was clearly the idea of Ledru and 
Favre that intimidation was to be used only in those places 
where reaction had set in. Favre declared a few months 
later: " The words unlimited pozvers were merely the exact 
repetition of the verbal orders originally given to the com- 
missioners The aim of the circular was to limit the 

powers of the latter while proclaiming their great extent " * 
And Ledru told the .\ssembly : " Do not misinterpret 
words. I used the phrase upilimited powers while telling the 
commissioners that the limit was the customs of the country 
.... Tell me if a single of these commissioners was guilty 
of anv misdeed." ' 

There were three ways of dealing with the attempts at 
reaction. TTie first was that of conciliation. This was the 
method the minister seemed to adopt in the circular of March 
8; this was the method desired by the minority of the pro- 
visional government? Probably it would have been the 

'Quentin-Bauchart Report i : iBo-t. 

'Speech of August 25, iR|& Discourt poHtiquts 2:70. On April 11. 
i&IQi. Ledru denied that the circulars gave rise to the reactioo; He 
asserted that the react i(m begin the very day after the reroltition. — Ibid,, 
2 : 272'^ 

' On March 6 Camot had issued a circular warning the tcftcbert that 
in choosing repr es entatives education was not everything. This wit 
haile<! as an appeal to hand the govemincnt o^-er to the illiterate. It was 
considered as the complement of the circulars of Ledru- Rollin, bat. at 
Camot was a moderate, naturally there was no conncctioQ with Ledm't 
circulars. 
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br< mrthod. but it might have made the mnnarchiitt too 
i:>Uci«nt» ami It mtght have ccioled the arckK of the loyal 
rr;<]tjltcaru The scccwid method was that of repression, the 
tS^l ui the reipi of terror, of the dqnities on mission, 
i arncr at Nantes. This was the svstem which the con- 
ativrs attntntted to Ixdru-Kolhn. the system they de* 
v^urx-rvl m the |»res«, the system of truly unlimited pov^ers. 
Vjch a meih<Hl is justified only h)* o\Trp(iwering circimi* 
caror^ an<l I^lru was not so MtNidthirsly or so fanatically 
in' trii to the precedents of the Convention as to desire the 
frsurrcviitvi of the reif^ of terror. I*ut there was a middle 
n«2rv. thr pfilicy of threats. Such a polic>' was particularly 
«?::ctl to Ixilru-Kollin*s temperament. It meant makinf; 
iaf^T threat «. hut xnA actinf; on them, frif^tenini; the con- 
trrraii^Ts inm open resistance, liut not followinf^ up these 
arr^Acrs \rt actions. It meant cvmferrinK umlimited fauYrs, 
t^ rrfratninj* frc«n the use of them. In aniicher country 
Than Krance such a prtcedure mif^ht have worked, tnit 
;. -^ 'rTir:: arr !>< tcrri?W<l Ny witnis The rractinnanrs 
* . rra.'.Ti! That the ratluMU would rcriuin within thr 
• ! ?*-r '.iw. !nn they rcali/rd a!*«» that \\\c woriU 
1 .'■•■r :):rv.\ a wra;»» n \\::h which i«» l»rlaU»r thr 

'\r :*:!rr;-»r riicM* j?ira%rs ;ni!>li\hrtl ihrouijh- 
\%*u!'l ilr^'wn rhr true nie^vaj^r (»i ihc re- 
•■.r fi-.r^MiT "t ? r a!r rn It \ 

:"f !ru!h :ti the Mtirira! iii.l::Ttim! <»f r«R**jiie- 



^ • • • ••( 
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.\ .. :!t-rr!'. .1 ;..r *..\. \rrv -.mi^mr anil \rr> 
: *i ! f :r: ;;»V* .c\ \ alrr'»*t I'f n!ra*. With r>» 
:•■:.* r * '• irr n: I c',*-t^ w-th-Kit naui»htinr*s, f.tr 
Tn:*!-.r.l i; • ! !.i \rr\ iiT^r .irv! wa* t?Ka;aMe of 
-. .^ , .; . ^ \r^\ • :•. . f J-, ••; '••r.rn;^. tir.lr** ;»rrhap* 
■ - ' •■ • ,; rrn-.tr: *. rr. r « T a* .1 fi>"f t'»a fr!*-:!!! * 
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Ledru had never expected the circular of March 12 to 
have any eflfect on the general public; it was meant for the 
commissioners alone. Great was his surprise when he re- 
ceived on the followng day a police report from Carlier, 
saying : " The circular has given rise to alarm and almost 
to panic among the middle classes. The small traders and 
the small capitalists are persuaded that the government 
wishes to exclude from the legislature the ex-deputies who 
had been in continual opposition to the late government, 
and they conclude that only extreme republicans are wanted 
in order to arrive at communism and the ruin of all who 
possess anything." * The circular also seriously affected the 
financial market.' The British aml>assador rushed off to 
Lamartine to demand explanations.* The conservative 
ne\vsi>a{)ers grasped at the circular as the first tangible act 
of the new government which they could safely attadc, and 
after the troubles of March 16 and 17 their attacks increased 
in violence.* The Rcformc, the Sational, and the other 
governmental journals explained the meaning of the circular.* 
but their utterances passed unheeded. The extreme re- 
volutionists accepted the interpretation of the conser\'ativcs 
and defended the minister.* 

Ixdru's colleagues in the government were completely 
taken by surprise; they learned of the circular first by the 
Afoniteur and the general excitement. Gamier-Pages 
brought up the subject at a council meeting on March 13. 
The minister of the interior expressed his surprise and re- 

'Qumttn-Baochart Report j:2i6. 

•Gamier- Pages 6:^^76; Conttiiutiamnrl. March 13. 

' Normafibjr 1 : 216^ 

*The claim that they did not attack until after March 17 will n^yt hold 
water, as numeroos tirades could be cited in the papers of March 13-15. 

^R^formr. March IS. 1&4H: S'aiioncl. March 14. 
• E. g. Delraa 371-1. 402-3. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
The Seventeenth of March 

In Paris both extreme parties were dissatisfied with the 
provisional government. The ultra-revolutionists were dis- 
pleased that Louis Blanc had not been made minister of 
labor, and the)' demanded loudly the right to work. They 
also desired that the elections be postponed in order that 
there might be time to republicanize the coimtry. Within 
the government their spokesmen on the postponement of the 
elections were the radicals and the socialists, but as the 
moderate members remained firm, no action was taken. 

The conservatives, on the other hand, were particularly 
aroused by the democratization of the National Guard. 
Under Louis Philippe the National Guard had been com- 
posed soldy of the bourgeoisie ; the pro\nsional go\'emment 
opened the ranks to all citizens and urged them to join. 
Lcdru considered this a most important part of his work: 
*' In a few days I armed and equipped the National Guard 
of Paris and tried, though less successfully than I wished, 
to have that of the departments armed, for I was persuaded 
that a gun imder discipline was an instrument of order be- 
cause it was the s>Tnl)ol of the dignity of the citizen.** * All 
officers except the highest were to receive their commissions 
through the ballot box. I-edru was opposed to all pri%-ileges 
in the National Guard. The law and medical students 
asked a special biittalion of the coUcgex, hut I^edru refused 
this abscJutelv. " loin the ranks if vou wish to ser>'e the 

'Speech of Nfay t\ 1K4H in Disc ours poHttquts a: 24-5. 
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*r;<i2Hic. ' he tuld thcni* ()n March 14 Ixdru obtained the 
rr- %«Tt: ot the pntviMcmal f^\Tmincm to the abolition of 
-ry exi^tinf; special com|anies. including some difltnf^shcd 
^» mrarifiic l^ar-ftkin ca(>s. '* There were 9e%xral reasons 
r f thai. * satd Ixtlru bter. " First the members of these 
: €n;an3c» mere ccmMdercd. ri||[htly or wrongly, as ahsto- 
m:t. and we feared that in caite of a popular timitilt they 
«^«xld n«4 lire. Secondly as these companies were scattered, 
-: ma* hanl to collect them.*** 

* *r\ the e\-eninK of March 15 a numerotis deputation from 

■Sr rittr o«n{anies came to the ministr>- of the interior. 

I^!ru-KfiIIiri refused to receive it. A few dele|^tes were 

^imxttnl to the oAice of the chief of cabinet. Thev ex- 

y^n€\i their i:rie%*ances with (Treat arrogance and received a 

w^rrr lecture m return from Elias Regnault, who told them 

rha; f4':vilegcd ccmipanies formed eighteen )Tars before could 

^< «urMve the m<»narchv of eighteen vcars standing. The 

Ir j < g - A ir» rriirrti, threaiening a ilemonMrati«m for the mor- 

.'.'•'•: I r.lrti i\.J!:!i u;i*» mi'itrmr*! of thi^ threat he 

! •':r. h.i\r .1 <lfnv»?i^:r.-it:'m t«iini»friW, I prcifiii^r 

'*''^. rr • .f thr t!.iv at!rr !• •fTvrr»i\%- that will serve as a 
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TV Irlr-^?!' n then |^r'«cre*Ie<l !•» the ministry of lorciin* 
»~4.r» I-inurvr.e retecTnl thr ilenund to prrvrve special 
• r- :q' '.rx « <:: .1 ;.j,-,| ^.inie reinarW* t!ut r»>n<titutetl a partial 
: -a 'Aa! •! 'hr rirrn'.ir^ " The pr-n-i*ian.il j;« »\ ernnient 
ii* -ir.-n! r. > "ir ! » s{»rak in the raine -M* the natim. an«l 
L.»'.r 1 ; • ' «'<ak a UriiT'^'^fT^ *u|»er:t»r t'» the laws . . In 

i. • '*.••*/ ' .'■.• ;• jf \ ''*u.^ 4? J F»*r •rrrrrt tin ihr 
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a few days the provisional government itself will speak and 
will explain whatever in the wording and not in the intention 
of the circulars could wound or alarm the liberty and con- 
science of the country. . . . This thought is not mine 
alone : it is held by the entire government and by the minister 
of the interior himself." ' 

This speech was hailed with joy by the conservatives. 
Xormanby felt sure that it would necessitate the resignation 
of Ledru-Rollin, and the rumor of the minister of the 
interior's fall caused a rise on the stock exchange.' The 
conser\'atives, e\'er ready to foment trouble, read more 
moderation into the speech than was there, just as \\\ey had 
read more radicalism into the circular of March 12 than was 
in it. Lamartine had merely stated that the intentions at- 
trilmte<l to the minister of the interior were neither those 
of the government nor of the minister himself. The speech 
did not mean that the go\-emment would tolerate no further 
revolutionary' propaganda. It followed out the plan suggested 
l>y Jjwlru himself at a council meeting. 

On March 16 the demonstration occurred as promised. It 
is called the manifestation of the bear-skin caps {bonnets i 
toil). The abolition of the special companies was the pre- 
text ; the expulsion of Ledru from the government was the 
real ol>ject aimed at. An officer of the National Guard 
frankly admitted this to Weill, an editor of the Presse,^ 
A police report asserted that those who were to take part in 
the manifestation wished to force I-edru to resign.* Most 
of the conser>'atives, hou'ever, paraded as a ^-ague protest 

^Sfcniteur far 1S4S. p. 619; Rriniault JoR^; Stem 2i4-<^. This was the 
second ddegitton r»f the .N'otional Guard that Lamaninc addressed 
that day. 

•.\ormanhr l^2^2: R^f*^rmf March i?. 18 ; ConsfilutitHinfl March 15. 
limi^fCes threatened an upri«ini; if the rumor was confirmetl. 

•Weill ii«>. 

*Oucntii>-Ilaticliart Report 2:2iK. 
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i<iunft the radical!!. T}-pical u-as the cssapsl, Maximt I)u 
' amp. who btcr said : " I took part in the expedition. I 
i^vi t kncnr why. fur I m-as just a simple rifleman and had 
»> n|:ht to a Icar-ftkin cap. . . . I-*or us M. Lcdru-KoUin« 
«Sl> wished to estalJish the Itrror unthcut the gmitlotime, 
« a« the rrprescntati\'e of a dictatorial policy which only the 
:r-.**umce oi M. de lanurtine aiuld hold in check.*' ^ 

( >n March lA Ledru drove to the dty hall with Francois 
Arai^ The dcmcmstrators shouted Doum with I^rw^ 
^vVJm and threatened the minister of the interior, but 
^ra^ warned them of the dan|;ers into which they were 
rmmmg " Don't you know that Foulon was killed on 
*h.» »{■< and that you may cause a similar disaster? " he said. 
V*f the time Ara|^ and Ledru reached the HfJtel de Ville 
cr^es of Hmrrah for Ltdru-RoUin had succeeded to the con- 
trary chcs All tof^her about nine or ten thousand men 
bad collected for the parade. Most were dispersed by the 
crrjwfb of wurkini^men before they reached their destina* 
• f^ \ .!r!rv'^tnin {lenrtratcfl to the square in fnmt of the 

•■ Va!! a- ! was tiTiirracifnx^ly rcrrivr*! \iy the provisional 
r " r" mrr;: MarniHi «lo:l.irri| thai the entire jjm'ernmcnt 
s-r* .-.ri* !hr <lt^Miltitifin of the liear-5kin cap ttrif^ades. 
'•*/ rr4 !r the vamr vtatrmrnt and added: ** Tom'irrow 
■' ♦ » 4" '--Axr 4n«»thrr iiuntfr^t.itit^ in answer lc» that of the 
'•4* 'S. < f'uril. a nuntfc^tatuin cvf the workinf^ clawes." 
T'-*^ !«^. ;rarMfi i!qar?nl ilnlarinjj that it rrlietl i»n the wi*- 

r- • •'••r ;.r'»\:''*'»?M! jjiivmimcnt ' The tlnn'«n<trati»m 
'«. : ^crr. an tiT'cf tailurr thanks to the firmness <»f the mtxl* 
^i,'r* :rj the c<»tmfil and tlie su|n*i»rt *»f tlie jr»»vemment by 

•^4*A^' • y ,£h v>'?rt^ U^*u :>5'*. IVI«AU .*/>. Caf mrr - pACOi 
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the proletariat gathered in the square. It was even worse 
than a failure; it was a joke, and all France laughed at the 
parade of the bear-skin caps. 

The government held its usual afternoon meeting. It is- 
sued a manifesto in which it declared that the abolition of 
special companies was the work of the entire government.^ 
This was clear sailing, but a tempest raged when the vital 
question of postponing the elections came up. Louis Blanc 
declared that France was not yet republicanized by educa- 
tion. Cremieux asserted that there were not enough old- 
line republicans and that therefore it was all-important to 
keep the good-will of the former dynastic liberals. Marie 
spoke in favor of immediate elections, but was willing to 
listen to arguments. Ledru said that he had asked the com- 
missioners to inform him as to how a postponement would 
affect their departments and that he wished to await these 
reports. Lamartine urged the necessity of ending the pro- 
^•visional regime. Louis Blanc again insisted on the danger 
of the republic falling into the hands of its enemies in case 
the elections were held as planned. Gamier-Pages wisely 
declared that it was best to hold the elections during the 
early fieriod of enthusiasm: to wait meant to let obstacles 
arise. Ledru did not find Gamier- Pages's reasoning de- 
cisive : he thought time was needed to prove to Frenchmen 
that "the republic is their right, their law, their interest, 
their very life.*' Louis Blanc suggested a month's post- 
ponent. ** Then we retire," declared Lamartine and Du- 
pont. No decision on the matter ^^'as reached that day. 
The go\'emment merely approval a proclamation in which 
its good-will and the l)cautie5 of popular sovereignty were 
extolled* 

' \fomifnr for tSiS, p. 6y». 

•Gamkr-Paifr* 6:430-9; Lamartine ^ ijti-4: Blanc 1:309; Arafo 
in Ooenttn-Bauchart Report 1 22$. 
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It u commonly iUted that the great worldnfmcn't de- 
raonstnuioQ of the following day. March 17. wia a reply to 
rSe bcar-^in cap fiasco. This is not exact. The parade 

! The worktogmen had been planned long beforehand. On 
Mirch 13 It had been proposed at Blan(|ui*s dub.* That 
t rcceirrd an immense impetus by the atiortive manifesta- 
-:-o uf the pre^inwi day is indubitable. The desire of the 
^uionty of those who paraded was probaMy to express 
cmhdcncr m the go\'emment and |Articuhrly in its radical- 
Kciahtt minority, and to impress on the coimdl the strength 

«t the sentiment in favor of postponing the elections, of 
i«ndtng the army away from Paris, and of creating a 
-sim«fry of labor. Carteret, dirtctor of the police depart- 
ment, adverts the pacific character of the paraders, and even 
•iarro( admits that there was as yet no idea of modifying the 
C- vrcmmmt \ry the ehmination of the Xaiiomai group.' That 
' Aussidiere and Louis Blanc, if they did not aid directly in 
*hr (ifxaniratton of the demonMration. plainly indicated their 
i:*' r •>aI Vfi •refund to t{ici-lii^-lca(lcr<.>crmjiun(|iic5tt(>nat>le. 
' ""a? Ijnlru ai»pfo\ol mi thr (Inn«in!4ratton is also clear. Iiul 
"u? hr a: Ir»I m it* i»r>:.nni/ati«»n *n mc»ninifjr<l it Jief«»re- 
Mr-! I* (!-iU*icful i artcrrt pfirfntJy ju«iKetl CfKrectly when 
v^ vxi*l " T\ifc miriKtrr knew mKhing of the demonstratiiia 
' ie ! -it Hit pre\Tntativr measures: neither did I. The 
- . -.F-mm! W.I* irre^tHtitJe " * 

*.r r. -ifi *n\ March 17 all rievrn menitiers of the pro- 
. 1- cu! p •vcmment ciil!rrte<l at the H«'»tel <le Ville The 
p*' **"^*:'0 <»: w<irkin(:men M^-m arrived frtim the I^ce de la 

• .'ir*'- J'aa.'-af? kr;> ft I ^i lUrrfic 1 ii<vi. WattrnnAim 



0. > «. r I^^fAr^Aii ^J iniiit« (tfi thr lirtirr to c!imuuic tbr OkMkrAtcs. 
*'.«wr«4r {.Aacluft Rrg- rt t x^i Cf Lc«1rn at Harbri iru) in 
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Revolution, and a dqmtation of about forty prominent ex- 
treme revolutionists was allowed to see the government. 
One of its members read a petition asking the postpone- 
ment till April 5 of the National Guard dections and till 
"'May 31 of the general elections. Louis Blanc replied that 
the government would deliberate on these questions but 
could not decide them under the pressure of force. Im- 
mediately both Sobrier and Cabet expressed their confidence 
in the government. Ledru said that the desires of the de- 

X putation would be duly weighed as expressing the will of 
Paris but that he was awaiting reports from the commis- 
sioners to learn the wishes of the provinces and to discover 
whether a postponement would be really beneficial to the 
establishment of a republic A Blanquist refused to retire 
until the demands were granted. But Louis Blanc* this 
time in an angry tone, refused to deliberate under pressure. 

^He was seconded by Sobrier, Cabet, Raspail» and Barb^. 
Lamartine closed the interview with a Irnig and eloquent 
plea for harmony and confidence. Then the provisional 
government was obliged to appear on a balcony and be 
cheered by the assembled throng. Again Louis Blanc made 
a brief address.' Ledru later descril)ed the demonstration 
of March 17 as follows: ** If I were back at that time, I 
would act as I did act. . . . The delegation spoke in a very 

^ suitable and very restrained language. ... I replied first; 
Louis Blanc then made a superb speech; Lamartine also 
spoke, but it was rather a discourse of tempered eloquence 
which was verj' fine like all the orations of M. de Lamartine 
but which did not l)ear on the subject.' 



^Sfonitfur for 1F4S, p. 6^; ConiUtutiomm^i March 18: L«martii 
2: IJ4-I4Q: Gamkr-Facrt 6:4J>-.u7; Rcsiault 234^1 Stern a:at9-a^: 
Parrnt cie Romo 174. 

'Harries tria! in Rt^f'*rmf, NUrch ^i. I&K>. About three o'clock 
Lamartine wrote to hit wife : ** Evcr>'thtng it going fplcndidljr. Lcdni- 
RcUtn is conducting himtelf verj well. The people are paatinf qittctlx.* 
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The crowd filed post the city hall for hours. Some of 



rhr paradrrs carried off Louis Blanc A larger section, 
shach may ha\T numbered ten thousand, accompanied 
I^lm-Kulhn to his ministry. There Ledni addressed those 
a««cmUed as follows: 

\ • «s «kman<l the withdrawal of the army ! Doubtless when 
*^< Army was the instnmient of tyranny, it merited the hatred 
o-l hoaiira!4c mm. . . . None of you doubt the bravery of 
er ftoUliert .... but during the February Days the army 
t^i m4 wAHt to fight. . . . The army, my friends, is the people 
WciuM >uu cx|)el >xNir brothers? ... It is the army 
•tLxh tn days of humiliation guarded Algeria. . . . Cease 
TTxir nmcrable mistrust .... and cry with me Tkrt^ Chttrs 

w 

Knd the wilaiile crriwd departed peacefully, shouting Hurrah 
•^ tiu Army' Hurrok for thr Rtp^licf Hurrah for 
L^rukoUtmf 

!*: thr rvminf; the provistimal f;n%Tmment met again and 
»-T? l^n^ 'Ichlcratinn ilccKicd l»y *rvm to three not to 
;«a>r;«cwr thr rlocti'in^ of the National Guard. The other 
-rarvr* ^^rrr riiit rvcn liiwus^nl I^ajk lUonc and .Ml)ert 
r**— f [ !V:r rri^i^utMei^ {nit withilrrw them at thr ur)«rnt 
.. .^ -ir. c. I Ix^Iru Kt»!!in ^hn had v«iCr«l with them * 

; * liT^irj-KJlin March 17 wa» a ^U>riaus day. .\s the 
> . • 0-mir va-.'l " I lie a{v|>Iau^e <»i the pe*»ple ha« ampJy re- 
;u \ \.v; : -r the calumnies and the liSind ra^ of the 

•,*?rT Try Kxiz:*n\is\s " " Ixdru lud *himn t«» tlie moiler- 

•-•'* ^^ *;•»•*<-♦ i\rr the mnli I fe hail «h'»wn the extremist t 

■-••.' r ,^:: 1 :•.. # itn>»>r thnr <lr%!re< »n\ him. !«»f <'4**1, 

' "^ '- ir*»* e\rn Ka^;a:I haM *T]5n*>netl him ai^inst ao 
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importunate Blanquist. The mob could not dictate to the 
council. Its three demands were laid aside. Ledru almost 
persuaded them to give up one of them, the removal from 
Paris of the army. The postponement of the elections in 
the National Guard was refused; that of those to the As- 
sembly was not voted until later. But the proletariat had 
achieved part of its desire; the influence of the minority in 
the council was undoubtedly increased and this became ap- 
parent in the republicanization of the commissioners. 
Ledru-Rollin had also slightly diminished the ill-will of the 
conservatives. Even Normanby gave him grudging praise 
for his speech at the ministrj'.* For the republic, however, 
there was one bad sign. The most revolutionary section of 
the population, the followers of Blanqui, had indicated their 
desire to overthrow the government. We shall see this idea 
spread. 

Within the pro\nsional government the demonstration of 
March 17 produced certain effects. On the one hand 
Crcmieux. Lamartine, and even Gamier-Pages, feeling the 
need of conciliating the controller of the mob, vdtd with 
Ledru more frequently.* But at the same time the moder- 
ates tried to build up a counter-organization. Lamartine 
was ready to work with Ledru, but he wished to have a 
force at hand in case their entente did not succeed. He ar- 
f ranged with N^^er. commander at Lille, to attack Paris 
with his army of twenty-fiNX thousand soldiers in case the 
radicals should seize the capital. The support of Changar- 
nier, Bedeau. and other prominent generals was also secured. 
Marie l)ent all his efforts to ol)tain the allegiance of the 
National Workshops. Marrast counted on the support of 

' Normanby l : X13. 

"Weill 124 cUtms: "Lamarttne autared me that Ledru-RoUiii wai m 
complete accord with him. that the only disfcnticnt was Loots Blanc* 
C/. Thomas 98; Stem 2:230-1 ; Timui, Bifardi 27. iM^ 
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thr NttUMol Gfoard The mockntes also rdiad on the 
ottlittt ander Genetal Duvivicr. anpy at the delay in the 
cq ui pai e nt of hit trcxips. a delay which Duvivier attrilnsted 
to the wilful interposition of the minister of the tittcrior/ 
Ixdru was emboldened by the manifestation of March 
: 7 to nuke a change in the personnel of the commissioncrt. 
Mrcady m the circular of March u repuUicanization had 
btm more emphasized than conciliattoa The storm of 
which had followed the publication of that docimKiit 
the minister of the interior increasingly doubtful of 
the liberals of the former d\-nastic left. For Ledru even 
the Sjii.ymal group was too luke^warm. More than ever^^ 
he leh the need that those whom he considered the true re- 
7«MKan%. the radicals, should control the coming assembly, 
and with that purpose in view he tried to add a more active ^ 
rcnwn! to the personnel of his subordiiutes. The change 1 
mx% nude in two wavs. First certain dvnastic liberals were 
•o^vT^cdrd or associated with radicals Secondly commis- 
• *^.rr»-^Tr.rr^! v^rrr .i*i{MMn!r(l \\hf»*c <liity wa* !»• Su'jy thrtn- 
^ i^* \*??h j«»««^u;ri"'U and sunnl'-ancc rather than with 

:r-x'* of |. ra! a(lmini«tr.iti<*n. thr hitter !icing left t«> the 

" • *•-. . 'v.'tr ^%: ■•?■.(•: V ')w.T -!!*»■ •r«l:?:."itr* ' Mthtnigh ihr 
-^^ «*icsi!* wrrr n.< .i{»|»»ir.!r*l until after the circular of 
•'irrh t .' 'h:* r:rrul.ir wa^ really aM»Irr^<eJ to tlicni Ixilru 
^At mA'V a ^Tral m>takr I'ir*t he ha^l entrusted the thity 

• ;c ^uiranU t-» <"C«liTMry cimmi^^itinrr*. alth«ni^h twenty 
•w r»f :hrm were ilx-n.i'^tu" lilrraK and thrrcftirc evidently 

-»'a'a*«lr "f rrfujMirani/injj a country; then alm^Mt im- 
-Tj^Larrlr he vwAi. away from them this duty and gave it to 
••r iTTT '/fx:a!* Siuh artp>n c»ni!d m< fail to irritate 

V «^ • . iftH'vn the dutv wa^ oninnally a«<iif;netl 

•^^4^1 y«i The CI «i««-r% Afnr^ «;<aIi '*i I^ Iru't inrrrAtcol Irr'nig 
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I At the beginning of April in the midst of the dectoral 

I campaign, there were twenty- four commissioners-general, 
;ten of them being taken from the original commissioners; 
under their rule were sixty departments. In the remaining 
twenty- four departments six had received an additional, four 
a new commissioner.* At this time we find forty-eight de- 
partments tmder a radical commissioner-general and sixteen 
others with at least one radical commissioner. Thus sixty- 
four departments were in April under the at least partial 
control of the radicals. On the other hand, only five were 
under the full control and four under the partial control 

•*\)f the dynastic liberals. 

The policy of conciliation was replaced by a vigorous 
policy of rcput)licanization. I'ut the result was unsatisfactory. 
-The commissioners-general did little to spread democratic 
propaganda. ()x\ the contrary, the change in system streng- 
thened the reactionary feeling, for the new appointees were 
as a whole unpopular. Was this unpopularity merited? 
From the outset the commissioners-general were detested as 

. proconsuls. The old incumlients disliked them as superiors; 
the poj)ulation, as tyrants. Inevitably there were clashes be- 
tween the old and the new officials. Some of the outbreaks 
were the resuh of Ledru's revolutionizing policy, such as 
the riots at Bordeaux, Hourg, and Ferigueux.' Other dis- 
turl)ances were due to the popularity of the old commis- 
sioner or the unpo|)ularity of the new one; such was the 
case at Marseilles. Ilesancon, and Troj-es, and in the de- 
partments of .\ve\Ton, Drome. Somme, and Yonne.* .\s 

Mn two others to which a nrw commisfionrr wms scut the orifinal 
«ppatntc« hjul to Uc rcaptxiintcd after trouble had broken oot. 

*PVr details on IWtrR see Constttulionmf!, April to, i(i|R For dctaili 
on !k»ri!caux sec ibiJ., March ^4. 

*For details on the I>r«'*me and for trouUes of Lcdru later in life 
due to his renunal of the new cmmit wiener when be discovered that 
that rif!Kial had a ^ad moral reputati'-n see Caiman: Lr^rwRoilm apHs 
1S4S, pp. \^\^. 



'.^lr-jHi-i\in. hi« ads, am) hi* agrat*. thty ito not jiutify (he 

, -j^pT i rrii ilw) hate ini)io4c>l iwi hi»l»ir).' 

r''*j)<:«-t» the <mnimi*iinn<Ts inien*tnfil in the elmiont. 
^.Ks: n:hrr a* rc|ni!Jican Irattcr* ihan an cnnvni»ianrrs. and' 
;- ia*i^ '.r\s ihan i|i<l ihc nflficials of Leon Faudicr a \-tar 
'ix.-rr Thr.T mrliimcc cnniiitnl chiHIy of harmless propa* 
fv'.li Manv of ibcm wot clcrteil l(» the A»»«n*>ly and 
-« f« '-f tSc^«- rlcriKKis were invalidated. Their (x^nioo as 
'f^xi^'.* »-a» f(ir (he cnminissianers a source of weakness 
rsrVr thin of Mren^h.* 



ISk-1 o<BmiMF«i admittn] thrir skaohMi frehitf lad 
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Ledni defends his subordinates thus : 

To judge the question we must consider the situation at that 
time .... and we shall understand that on the morrow of 
the revolution, surrounded by victors who had come from the 
barricades, I could confide the defense of liberty to no other 
hands but those of the successful republicans. Full of ardour, 
of devotion, of civic faith, they could fill the country with 
the idea the triumph of which they had brought about. 
Doubtless some of them were not administrators; who will 
deny it? That is not the question. Soldiers were needed to 
oi^anize and extend the victory, abo\'e all to make it peaceful 
and durable. That faults were committed is possible. When 
I learned of them, I did not hesitate to order their correction. 
But let any one cite to me in this great and rapid movement a 
single serious attack on the rights of citizens by these courage- 
ous and firm men whom people have dared to call pr<xonsuls! 
The people expressed their opinion by casting their ballots 
for the great number of them that now sit in the legislature.* 

Some of the commissioners undoubtedly pushed their 
own candidacy too vigorously. On March 29 Louis Blanc 
explained with regret how such officials injured the republic 
and compromised its authority. I^dru-Rollin replied with 
vivacity that the accusations were much exaggerated, that 
he liad dismissed the one or two commissioners who had 
abused their position, and that the sending out of the com- 
missioners-general would end further procedure of this sort. 
On April i the discussion was renewed and the government 
determined that the commissioners should be warned in m 
special circular against pushing their own candidacy. Note 
that the chief promoter of this suggestion was Louis Blanc, 
a socialist, the most ad\'ance<l memlier of the provisional 
government.' 

'Speech of May 6, iK|H m Discours poUtiqurt 2: iy 
" Gamier- Pagrs 8:2JO-3. 
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^il 



.Voctirdinj;!)' on April 5 Ijedru-Rollin read to his col- 
kaipars a circular in which this subject was treated together 
«?th «her matters. The dn oi mc n t was approved with 
«ixcht roodiAcations. and two days bttr it was sent to the 
rnmmtsssnner^. Ixdru had learned his lesson in connection 
vith the previous circuhr of March 12 and this one wis 
wnnm in a cfmciliatory tone. 

It rrad as (cJIows: 



ctcition^ are approaching. . . . (>n the rvc of this 
Crrat xcx of the supreme |iower it is well for the (mremment 
bora of the rr\xiltnion .... to wpoae its ideas for a last 
!«Dc ( >n the elections depend the future of the country. 

S-ncrrrly rrpuhlican. they open up a brilliant era of profrrss 
ar*2 (vai r . fractionary i»r even doubcfuU they condemn it to 
rcmUr tnaU. Your constant effort, therefore, has been, still 
tfen«:.! !<. to «end to the National Assembly honest and 
r.QTiiCruu^ mm. willing to sacrifice their lives for the cause 
oi ^he people . . . The government cannot redtice its func- 
•%*-• %.^ TVfT^ly rein*tennjf \hc rcMih* It must enlighten 
••*• r .-.* i.^irr.K bN>r to ful the intrtgiic* of the counter-- 
j-.ir. iW«-s thi* mr.in th.it i*p are to imitate the faults 
• •• "^ >» : <n we h.i\e ii\enliri>wn ^ Far from it* Thev 
,,., ' r- -: .^ic",! *,\ (f»rrii{4Hin m\*\ fal«chor^l; we wi*h to 
r- •- T;'?: trr.iTTij^lMnt Thry extingtn«he(l inilepen<l- 

" ' -«'" If:.*- It (ti!! j.'av What i* there in common be- 

•■-—^ ■' rV:i% .Irq.lv ari'l f^^acefully influenced, the 

• -•••1 :* : •-• .4'.:r !.» Ii^tmtnit'^h th«»*e who merit the honour 

• •••-: •^.^-"t."^ J? (an thf»*e who accepted the old 
-^wr. *: I :T* trr*. hrfv ?< rlrctrd hy a victorious and »ov- 

•••r"- ;<";•'''* I-^'t thein rv.!er the rank«. tnit let them 

» f **- •- • , i<nn;Ar«! I.tl^rrtv is the exercise of all the 

• - . v^ i wr Trxrwr ivKtx nature, ifmernnl hy reason. 

i •■ ^ \' r ;-Ar?* i{si?ii'n «»f a!l c!ti/cn* in the vicial a*!- 

.•'-^'1 »••*■ r> . \--\\K !t»»n VtArrn tn<iividuaU exce|4 virtue 

.' . •. : fAVrrtv. :* the law of love, uniting men and 
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making them members of one family. From these three prin- 
ciples result: the afjolition of all privileges, the reassessment 
of taxes in proportion to fortune, a pro|x)rtional and prc^es- 
sive tax on inheritances, a magistracy freely elected and the 
most complete development |>ossible of the jury system. 
militar>' scr>ice weighing equally on all, free, universal, eqtial 
education, the instruments of lalx>r assured to all, the demo- 
cratic reconstruction of credit and industr)', voluntary asso- 
ciation everj'where substituted for the disordered impulses of 
selfishness. ... I venture to !)elieve, citizen commissioner, 
that these thoughts are yours. ... It would be lowering 
< your mission to devote yourselves to the success of your own 
canditiacy. . . . But if your citizens come to you, accept their 
mandate as the nol>lest confirmation of your work. . . . Rc- 
mcmlxrr that we give our all to the country, which expects 
great things from us, and the hour has arrived to rise above 
mere private interest.* 

This circular is an able defense and a clear explanation 
of the influence the commissioners were to exert in the im- 
pending elections. The rejection of the members of the 
dMiastic left was still urged as emphatically as ever, but 
jKicific means were indicated to achieve this result. Two 
new points now appeared. \ definite program for the as- 
semWy was enunciated, and the commissioners were urged 
not to press their own candidacy.* The newspapers all ap- 
proved the latter idea. I>ut the conser\'ative5 still deplored the 
exclusion of liberal monarchists and were greatly surprised 
that the minister of the interior should have traced a com- 
plete plan of a constitution in ad\'ance. The circular 
ol>tained general approval but had little effect. 

^Discours politiqufs 2: 16-21. Thif circtiUr wu tupplemctitcd bf 
eleven further decrers or details. — Xfomiimr for jS^i, pp. 799. 835, S42, 
850. 865, 88^ 887. B97. 910. 9J^ 

'The R/ forme of .'Kpril 3 even urged that the coramiukMieft tboald 
not present themsclret to their own departments. 



136 LEDRU'ROLUN AND SECOND FRENCH REPUBUC [290 

of the army from Paris. Five days after that demonstra- 
tion, on March 22, Ledni had an opportunity to defend the 
army. A liberty tree was to be planted in front of the 
Military School, and the minister of the interior vras asked 
to speak. Recalling the federation of 1790, he announced 
that the mission of France was to spread liberty. Then he 
turned toward the Ecole Militaire and lauded the bravery 
and patriotism of the soldiers. He protested against the 
mistrust of the army : '' The army has no need of being 
amnestied. The army, you are the army. Between you and 
the army let there be complete fraternity." * 

The crowd was swept away with enthusiasm. A veteran 
seized the hand of the minister without being able to say a 
word. A witness of the scene, not often friendly to the 
minister, writes : '* No orator since the first republic had pro- 
duced by his gestures, by his attitude, by the animation of 
his features, by all his figure, a more truly popular appeal 
M. Ledru-RoIIin is a demogogue, he has all the correspond- 
ing faults and virtues : muscular force, vibrating chest, ex- 
altation, anger, exaggeration. He produced on the surg- 
ing masses an enormous effect/' ' 

^Discamrt poliiiquts 2: IJ-5. 

^Uum^ts fUuHr/fs 88^; C/. Momitrmr for 184^, V^ ttj-j; CcmtHh^ 
$iomm€l, Liberii, March 33; Comfmme dt Pans, March a#; BulUHm 
di la Rfpmbliqmt, no. 7* 



CHAFTER IX 
Clubs and Cabals 



\rrui iht rr\-oluiion clubs sprang up like mushrooms, 
r ?r rrvtytiotly wishnl to have a place to expoie his views. 
TSrre were philosophical, literary, social clubs, women's 
cjotm, Orman. Iri»h« I^olish clubs, but above all political 
zirdtn There were leintimist, Bonapartist, Orlcanist, mod* 
rrate. radical, tocialist. ultra-revolutionary diabs. The 
m *'lrtf inrliimce waft achieved \ty the last named : in (act when 
rw cimbs are menticmed in connection mnth 1R48, the 
3&rafe%'fiiutinnar^* societies are meant. Ijedru-Rollin was 

m 

tre aAluted with any club,* bin many supported his 
pru'jrr The Central Repul>lican Society announced its in- 

'^* <: '»: *:ij»j^»rtinjj Ijrtlru ( •ran<!nir«nir« ilul> of 

• i^'\ ar! hi:!i<^ wa^ ^uivim*'^*^! to have a.< <iJ»ject the dic- 
•a* r,-j. i.f the niini^tcr «»t tlic intrrmr. The Club of the 
'•^. 4 :•: ^!. r.arfr^'^ clu?». mciHirajrnl Ixdru to appoint 
r^rr nl.cAl r"nimti*i<»ncr< * With <*ie dull the minister 
•-kf :.' 9ke rrUt!«f:*. the ( hib »lr* Clu!>s. accordinf* to Ra^fiail. 

""r. r-.f^rl • » Ijolru kt4lin " * This was a central associa- 

• r. '-cn;**^!! «.i dclr(:atr( fr»wn m<»«t of the radical and 
i,rra rrx'iir.t^traiy i^cicties Ilutier wa« presi<lent. and 

.^:*-j T-. '^•wR'-niUucKirt Krtvift t jii. W'MMtrmum jo dctiict 

■••- ti» •&! « ir*-.Vf »f fhr <TuS •»! ihc RooJitti'^ I^m m a Wllcf 

-*•• • j^^ y- «, • thr arru»4ti<<i thAt he IvV'Cicc*! to the Oub of 

'i '<-»ai' :•«*. Tr-TAT-! t;. 'i'rfn J i«*. lUrmrf-PACvt 7 77-*' 
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most of the club leaders except Raspail and Blanqui were 
members. Longepied, Laugier, the nephew of Francois 
Arago, and Grandmesnil were in constant conununicatioQ 
with Ledru and through them the club was ofiiciaUy supplied 
with funds to send out del^;ates who were to preach re- 
publicanism in the provinces. Lamartine through Sobrier, 
Caussidiere through Vilain, were also in communication 
with the Qub des Gubs.* 

Besides Longepied and his friends Ledru was on amicabte 
terms with several of the club leaders, notably Barbes who 
frequently dropped in at the ministry. Sobrier and Vilain 
each visited him twice ; Ledru f otmd their opinions very ad- 
\'anced, but he believed that they were ready to defend the 
government. 

Originally Sobrier had acted with Caussidiere in the pre- 
fecture of police, but he soon retired to a neighboring house 
where he organized an unoflfkial force of patriots. He 
acted under the aegis of Giussidiere, and on April 15 the 
latter ttuned over to him a thousand ritles and three thousand 
cartridges which the minister of the interior had obtained 
from the minister of war. It uas claimed that Ledru gave 
these to him in order to haN-e an armed force with which to 
overthrow the government on the sixteenth. It is clear, 
however, tliat neither the minister nor the chief of cabinet, 
who carried out his orders, knew the destination of the 
rifles.* Caussidiere protected Sobrier. and Lamartine tried 

* LoQgrpicd. passim ; Scem 7 : i^iB-Q ; R«gnault 191 ; Ducot report ta 
hioniieur for 1849. p. 1553- For the work of the delegates of the dob 
see tn/ro. pp. 162-5. ^^ May 15. we shall ice how the memhert of the 
Club <5es OuU aided Ledru. 

"Rcgnault j8S-7. He claims, however that Ledru tcWatcd Sobricr^t 
" cootrahand authority.**— iM., 253. See absolute vind cation of Lcdrm 
by Portalis and Arago id speeches on August as. t&A— i¥<MMlnir, 
pp. ^157-* 
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• ^t <; the cliili» thruugh him, but Ledni had no conmc- 
i.jn with him. The minister of the interior tays: ** M. de 
.^minnc can givt nufre information than I: all I know it 
hM y^^T.cf one day came to the miniicr)' of the imcrior* 
tr V'id nie tlut. although the (^nTmment made mistakes, 
he iiutv i>f e\Try rqmMican was to iqrfirJd it against the 
v^-^itt rr4i*ti<<i. ... I tielie\'eil Caussidiere gave him a 
».«* .>i [■mcr to sur\Ty the Tuileries quarter.'*^ Again 
\x%iTM ^lAirs . ** I saw Sihrier twice and did nut distrust 
L^a 1 x^as. howe^Tr. surprised to hear that he had received 
kTKf :r>«n the prefect of {lolice. One day SotNicr was pre- 
letstct! !<» me I knew him no lietter than many men of the 

:\']K I stoml quite alone; I did not bekwig to any 
*\ secret or {Hitiiic. having always held as a principle 
:d oc:t;*;rr «i(ciily. Sotyrirr came tu the ministry and com- 
^nctl !ka! lie was watched by my order. lie said that a 
^g mi«tAxe was made in not trusting him. that he had the 
fra'r*: {••**»Mc resjwct for the AssemMy, atul that in case 

• -.rr^i *r A^iliI .i^^tHt u** aj^4in^t I«Ian*|ui. whi>!ie dis|>«»M- 

r-*- r-. rr rr \ - Kilt lifiary Iraikrs. *xich as Kaspail and 

^•^r I r !r-.: r:r>rr ^w \\ ilh n«»nc of thoc men did 
.^.••j o T Ar!rr:;;i( Mcmsjurr. even « rtuikhaux ailmits that. 
»Vr Tr.rtr.Vr« nt the jr^vcmmrnt. nfitat4y I^martine. al>o 
•u.? - Tr*. '•■A * ^^\zh ilir^r ca{i(ain< of the m*4» ' 

.\ ••; • i-. .•:: Ixiirii tirvcr had any rclatitms thfKij^h 
^-irr*: ivmi;!'* wrrr ma.lr in l>ring them ti»jrrther. The 
** znrr, Arfr a*Aa>« antac>'t)i*»tic I'lanqui statnl |HjMicly : 

^•' ijr If: i^' Ilin 1% no trirt^l of mine, far fr<im it: and 

.«r--i-" >';-— 1 J4t -^J. >•» J<*i jicrf<. Lcdm at TUrbrt «rul. 
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I congratulate myself on that fact, for the hostility of a 
man who has ruined the republic seems to roe as easy to bear 
as his friendship would be difficult" * When Caussidiere, 
at the instigation of Flotte, suggested an interview, Ledru 
replied : " Blanqui is a man with a bag of gall where his 
heart ought to be, and if I should receive him, he would go 
about boasting of having brought me around to his side. 
Let me hear no more of this." * Xavier Durrieu, the 
radical editor of the Courier Francois, during the last half 
of March twice tried to arrange a meeting between the two 
chiefs, but both interviews were cancelled.* 

All hope of bringing them together was ended by the pub- 
lication of the so-called Taschereau document. To Tasch- 
ereau, a former monarchist, the minister of the interior had 
given the task of examining the secret papers of the late 
d>'nasty. This friend of Ledru made a thorough investiga- 
tion and discovered a certain letter which contained infor- 
mation on the secret societies, information supposed to be 
possessed only by Blanqui, Barbes, and Martin Bernard 
The handwriting of the letter bore some resend>lance to that 
of Blanqui and it was commonly believed that while in 
prison Blanqui had given the information to the police. 
After .<ievcral conferences with Ledru-Rollin, Etiensie 
/\rago, and Barbes, Taschereau published the letter oo 
March 31 in his Rez^ur retrospective, Barbes, and Bernard 
broke permanently with their former fellow-conspirator. 
Blanqui felt the blow and raged against the government, the 

'Letter in PmtU. December a. iR^a Cf. Barbb trial Monitimr fof 
/^49. PP- 119^7; Geffroy. Blamqui, p. 181. 
'Cattssidicre a: 13. 

* Blanqui. R^p<mse\ Saiionol, Constilutionnel April 1$. Waiacmuaa 
107-91 Blanqui declared that Durricu fuggcsted a modtftcattoo of tW 
government as basis of dtscttssion. Durrieu denied this. AufWMj it it 
certain Ledru never gave authority for such a propoiaL 
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i\^T^ of which he calletl cnward« and Iiar». He insisted 
Th»s the dncuntent w^% a forgery. Intt he did not accuse 
I^ru I if cr<nplicity in it^ falvricaiinn.' 

P:errr I^mnix was ancicher re%'i4utic»nary who tried to in- 
^-atrtcr the min«*nty memVrs of the f:o\-emfnent. He 
ijC^rrd i!I innti the nunifcMation planned for April 16 liut 
ir»7tT*! a new pcweniment of socialist chiefs and a new 
rircT-Tral law Neither Ixilru nor Blanc would listen to hira.* 

r>! a!! the rxtrrmist leaders the nuvA intimate with Lcdru- 
K %.:n Ha* <iei»r>:r Sand, the celetvrated novelist. She con- 
ftar.!*> \:*i!c<l the minister to recommend some protqpe. 
y.xrv c>n!rmpciraries claimed that she was l^edru's mistress. 
Kr, « N-xan!*? writer; " (taifgc Sand is trying to work up 
I^!?*:: kii«!in to her (*wn sanguinary* le%*el, Irtit he has no 
Trark ATul c««ntmt« hini^lf with receiving from her red roses 
t^^l :n M«*i«l " • Ihiring the pnn'isional gf»vemment*s 

*>i*TtK i TAKhcrrau «<n Aafttst A lAiH J/«Miif/ttr ajo6: RUaqia. 

^ ••' ' ' ' f -u f' Jrr« •■• thr .■■.». .t'\ -i *\:r ■!' » '.iTT-rr! . al'^'^Uirh 

m 

'^ ' . • -' * •;*•» • > •■; : * '.ti^r'v I ^ha!) ii'< lie l.*nj. \niX 

- .•••*.. '* *• •• ■". ■ * k jr thf r 'fr.ir.rf .►< \; ft! ifi 

■♦' -» » ' » • .^ '. •^» -■ P t*r cjc i f !tlarv;;ir« Ii,-u?rti4n?« 

im*» • - •••» ♦ V < r- vf : r ? u! I^ Iru rrfu**»l l«) fcfmr him — 

• •■1 ■ , ' • . ^ Jk} AT* iy \ t: : wj. <»4ff.Kf Tacv* r .O* ' . 

. • • • 

• *■- '.^i'A^m^* • '.J t c-ii" 1 !*•-!! txriAix mtTcly fv^cr*! 

' -• ■ • *i ■ - . • -• ! ■..? A ',!,••.•••. riff S*r> ? alt the rjrl !• 
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tenure of office George Sand was a great admirer of the 
minister of the interior. In May she found him moderate 
and attacked his policies in the Vraie Ripublique, but she 
wrote him a letter to assure him she still admired him 
deeply.* But his conduct in the Constituent .Vssembly did 
not meet with her approval and in 1850 George Sand gave 
the following estimate of Ledru : 

lie is a weak and dangerous instrument destined to be broken 
in the hands of the people. ... He is pleasant* expansive, 
confiding, physically brave, sensitive, ardent, disinterested in 
money matters, hut he is not a man of action. ... He is vain, 
he loves power and popularity as much as Lamartine; he is 
womanish in the bad sense of the word, that is, he abounds 
in eccentricities, dislikes, and political conquetr\'. . . . He is 
not brave morally as he is physically; he has a bad set of 
friends and he yields to evil influence; he loves flattery; he 
is of unpardonaf>1e instability: to sum up, he will betray the 
true popular cause .... without wishing to, perhaps with- 
out knowing it. ... He will compromise the most serious 
matters from motives the frivolitv of which no one would 
sus|K'ct. . . . No one more impressionable, no one more ver- 
^atilt^ no one more capricious then he.' 

In one case George Sand emlxarras-ieti the minister of the 
interior extremely. A leaflet called RidlctUis of th^ Re^ 
public was published to give information and advice to the 
departments. ** It was elementary education for the rural 
districts/* says Jules Fa\Te.* The idea had originated with 
postmaster-general Etienne .\rago and the eclitorship was 
confidecl to Regnault. the m^xlcrate chief of cabinet. Jules 
Favre. I)el\-au, .\nselnic IVtctin, (liarles Lecointe, and 

' Sand. Lfttres 2 : <26-8. 
*!b%4., 3: 146-155. 
•Oucr.tin-Haiichart Rcf<iri i : jPi. 
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These hostile criticisms apply only to the notorious six- 
teenth bulletin which said: 

W'e could not pass in a day from the regime of comiptioo 
to the regime of right. ... If social truth does not triumph 
in the elections, if the interests of a class pre>'ail .... the 
elections, which should be the safeguard of the republiCt would 
undoubtedly be its destructbn. There tvould then be only one 
path of safety for the people who erected the barricades; thai 
would be to manifest once more its wish to postpone the d#- 
cision made by unrepresentatwe deputies. Could France wish 
Paris to recur to this extreme remedy? No, France has 000- 
fided to Paris a great mission. . . . Paris rightly regards itself 
as the guardian of the nation, the van of the army that fights 
for the republican idea. . . . Ever)'where let the citizens of 
the countr)' districts unite with those of the cities. Every- 
where the cause of the people is the same, everywhere the in- 
terests of the poor and oppressed are one. If the republic 
succumbs at Paris, it will succumb not only throughout France, 
but throughout the universe. Citizens, it is not necessary 
that you force yourselves to violate the principle of your own 
5o\'creignt>'. Against the danger of losing that conquest by 
the action of an incapable assembly or by a movement of 
I>opular indignation, the provisional government can only 
warn you. . . . Formerly the representatives saved the country 
by proclaiming the danger. . . . Take courage, put aside 
. . . . material interests, narrow local passions; let us sa%*e 
ourselves from the enemies who flatter and caress us the 
better to strangle the lil>crty that serves them as a shield: kt 
us save the republic at any price. 

That this bulletin was intlammatorj' there can be no ques- 
tion. The italicized portion distinctly declares that Paris 
has the ripht to (liss4Jve tlie Cimiing legislature if it was not 
satisfied with the choice of France. SiKh an almse of 
popular sovereignty was here urged in a semi-oflfkial publi- 
cation. The consen-atives were justified in their denunda* 
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tion of it. The day after its publication an uprising oc- 
curred ; did not this bulletin seem like the summons for the 
insurrection ? 

Who was responsible for the sixteenth bulletin? Elias 
Regnault was charged with the supervision of all manu- 
scripts destined for that publication. This particular article 
had been written by George Sand. Regnault was about 
to start for George Sand's when he heard that his mother 
was dying. He jumped into a cab, drove to the home of 
the authoress, was given the manuscript, and without read- 
ing it handed it to the printer. This was dereliction of duty, 
l>ut who would blame a son under such circumstances? 
George Sand contributed her literary ability to the bulletins, 
but she refused to accept any political responsibility. She 
coimted on the revision of Regnault. She wrote what she 
as a private citizen believed and left to the chief of cabinet 
the decision as to the advisability of printing such senti- 
ments.^ 

Ledru-Rollin can hardly be accounted responsible for the 
bulletin. He could not see everything that issued from his 
ministry, and the provisional government itself had realized 
that the bulletins would give him too much work, for the 
members of the council were to supervise them in turn. 
That they failed to do so was not Ledru's fault. He first 
heard of this incendiary article when his colleagues criticized 
it at a council meeting on. April 15, the day of publication. 
He was deeply distressed and ordered Carteret to prevent its 
being sent to the departments. Carteret rushed to the post- 
office, but it was too late ; he could prevent the despatch of 
only a comparatively few copies.* Ledru's own statement 

* Regnault 284-6 ; Sand, Lettres 2 : 60-1 ; Carteret and Favre in Quentin- 
Bauchart Report i : 252, 291 ; Gamier- Pages 8 : 213. 

'Gamier-Pages 8: 213; Carteret and Favre in Quentin-Bauchart (Report 
1 : 251, 281. Favre had also tried unsuccessfully to stop the despatch 
to the departments. 
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on this matter was : " Whereas my day and night were 
hardly sufficient for my work, it is said that I was respon- 
sible for a certain bulletin that was contrary to the law, the 
law I have professed all my life. That bulletin is not mine 
.... Let any one consider the duties that kept me busy 
and he will see how easily it might escape my attention, my 
notice. 

Naturally in this connection there was no collusion be* 
tween the minister of the interior, or even those responsible 
for the sixteenth bulletin, and the instigators of the uprising 
of April 16. It is clear that no government official had any 
idea what was contained in the article of George Sand; 
I^ru had no more cognizance of this article before it went 
to press than he had of any of the other bulletins. There is 
ample testimony that he was greatly surprised and shocked 
when he saw it, and that he tried his best to prevent its 
being sent into the pro\'inces. In fact the spirit of the bul- 
letin, destructive of universal suffrage, was diametrically op- 
posed to his ideas. His attitude is expressed by his secre- 
tary-general : " As to M. Ledru-Rollin, I never saw in him 
any thought other than a fear for the rqnihlic if the elections 
did not conform to the spirit of Paris." ' Most of the con- 
5er\'ative newspapers made capital of this blunder and be- 
lieved (or pretended to lielieve) in Ijedru*s complicity, but 
the moderate and liberal journals, such as the National and 
the Steele, publishetl a disavo>%'al subscribed by the entire 
government, and even the Rcformc repudiated the doctrine 
in the bulletin. 

I-e<lru-Rollin was accused of plotting not only with 
r»Ianc|«i. HarlH's. and the other clul>-Ieaders, not only by 
means of the Bulletitis of the Kef*tiblie. hut also in midnight 

' Sy^rch on .August y. 1R48 in P'scourt foUUt^ts 2: 43-4. 
'tJuc:it:r?.Bauchart Rcj^-rt 1 .vSv 
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:« i comnIiabMl<s ) in the miniftry of the interior. The 
Trs:h St told by Eliu Regnault : 

fttrr the rxhauitinfc Uhom of the dajr, it was cmtoniary 

«:c^» «tfrk. and at mifini|;ht or later a few chosen frieiMb 

wo:^! mcrt in a httic mom next to the minister's oAoe. 

7*r4-rr I^iiruK(4hn kncti to 4eek distraction fnim his {Kilitical 

;rT<r«:vit|iaKiii>n4, jtitntnfj^ in a friendly conversation which made 

*a» f«.icfrc the anxieties of the day. Art. literaturr, and 

MxV.tc »:t found there inter|>rrtators and exponents. M. 

La£>fnn was ncHevl for his inexhaustible sallies, M. Ktienne 

VraC^ f^ his brilliant southern wit. M. Jeanron, a cuhure«l 

f^xTn wrth an uncultured exterior .... would pass from a 

**r«t««« pftifKMal to a «'tse dissienatinn on art and then remm 

t An gnr«pr\*tnl anrcdntr to li|^t words. . . . M. jeanrun 

«a« the mrnt a««iduou9 at those mcetiiifs; when midnifht 

iDooded. he arrived. M. Jules Favrt was to be found there 

yb »ilmt in hi4 IP^iety. more pensive than j^milous. Near 

*xn «at M ( arteret. a cle^-er man who had acquired in jour- 

tAJua more {atlitical convictions than the bar ordinarily fives. 

'/t* ••r^-fifr Sand wcnild Kinictimes a|i|)ear. less h<iwcvrr for 

4 cKa! than to rccf<nmend to the minister some proletarian 

fi «S«i the was interestetl. .\s to M. I^ru-Rollin, he 

^,^ ,1 ... •* ^.,/. :n!'ni.k?'' itirrfimj* to r»rjjrt hi* offirr Ilr 

• .« r.i *' .•'j^i-r ;» rT::r.r^trr I hnv |»rr*rnl wrrr hi* oirn- 



' « 



••i-i :'t h-?T>rii. I*l«<in. I'ortah*. anci <iccasionaIlv lUrtirs 
*-r--If ! < >t :>»r*r mm • 'arteret. Favre, jeanron. and 

■ •,— a ;*! wrrr •u'»r^lifi.itr* in thr ministry of the interior. 

• '^'^ \ra/ . >*4» {**!m.i-!rf ;:mrr.il : Ijindrin. di^trict- 

•f" '•^t p. rA^!*. att'TTicv j^rneral . M«<iin. a memJcr of 
^ '^ *%'%• ^.\\ j^ixrrrnirn! \!1 thr^ mere {lervmal 
•-^.!» ! I^lrrs k..!!:r. \!1 tfw «»*Tcials were moderates 

, . ^r ' • •- f . jr«! Vf'.rrrr \ra;:»». who m-rrr radicals Onlv 
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George Sand and Barbes, who attended rarely, were extreme 
revolutionists and private individuals. 

Some of these meetings were devoted to political discus- 
sion. All manner of subjects were brought up. Revision 
of the personnel of the government, postponement of the 
general elections, annulment of monarchical elections— <l11 
were discussed freely and frankly, and the arguments for 
and against were weighed. But never was any plot hatched 
in these midnight gatherings. The minister of the interior 
cannot 1^ blamed for discussing politics with his personal 
friends. The prevailing opinions were undoubtedly moder- 
ate, for such \%'as the tendenc>' of those present. Landrin 
wrote to Ledru : ** Whatev-er happens I am with you. But 
I admit that I should profoundly regret an appeal to arms 
at this moment, in which a name I love and esteem would be 
found necessarily coupled to names without a future and 
without a reputation." ^ Ledru himself said a few months 
later in the Assembly when he had been accused of ploCtinc^ 
at these midnight cabals: *' Cabals! That word signifies 
something guilty. There existed .... business meetings 
that lasted at times till two or three o'clock in the morning. 
.... Very frequently, since I ^-as bound by the most in- 
timate ties of friendship to the two citizens [Portalis and 
I^ndrin] .... we talked not as public officials but as 
citizens." ' 

Two meetings arc most frequently cited against him by 
the opponents of Ledru, and both meetings were, as a matter 
of fact, never held. It is supposed that Ledru had been tn- 

*IJl Papers 1 : ^14. For entire letter sec appendix. 

'Speech of August 25. Sfomteur for 1848, p. aisfll See also Favre, 
Landrin. and Portalis in ibid^ Ji 58-2161 and in Qoentin-Baiidiart Report 
i:jBo. joS. 3M; Regnault 264-6; Blanc 2:^1-5; Stem a: 316 Thus 
there is no truth in the elaborate accounts of debates In Ganiicr-P^Cib 
7 • M^35J : TrouT^-Chauvel in Qucntin-Baucfaart Report 1 : j6>-^ See 
also Chenu in ihid^ i : ifti; Barrot j: Mpi 



riiTT wa< in the «ti)>ur)>s. iiul I'ortalis did not rnter ihe 
s^r.-.f.T-, i.| tfw intcTKtT ' ThiM ihc only mcrtinp on which 
•V *<vii*an.»L« were specific did not uke place. 

'■j^jn^tm lUuchut Rrfon I Jr^rffa TV dcMOOMratioa of April 
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CHAPTER X 

The Sixteenth of April 

Between the two manifestations of March 17 and April 
16 comparative quiet prevailed. The conservatives, to be 
sure, took every opportunity to attack or ridicule their op- 
ponents. They called the government le goyvemement 
derisoire, Lamartine La Tartine, Ledru-Rollin Le dur 
Ctyquiti, Ix)uis IManc Louis Blague.^ The newspapers never 
tired of attacking I^ni.' The most violent were the 
Orleanist Constitutionncl, the legitimist Asscmblfe Sation- 
ole, and the indej^endent Prcssc of Emile de Girardin. The 
attacks of the last-named journal so irritated the people of 
Paris that they attacked the ncw.spa]Kr oflkes. Ledni and 
l^ndrin. the district-attorney, hastened to tlie scene of 
disorder, but Caussidiere had already restored quiet. The 
minister remained till all danger was {>ast and returned agmtn 
the next day when renewed disturf>ances were reported. 
(nrardin adoptetl a petty attitude, refusing to thank Ledni 
and denied that he had asked for aid or needed aid.* 
^ Preparations were made long ahead for a new and great 
demonstration to \yt held on .Xpril 16. It is very likely thmt 
the puqK>se of the demonstration was pacifk like the earlier 
one of March 17. People are always too willing to read 



'Bondc 104. On the other hand the workingmen called their 
/.«• dnt. that i». the hardy.— St. rcrrrol. Proscrits I : ^7. 

'AmofiK other thinfc^ they attacked his acceptance of the unpaid 
profe5sor«htp of French and foreign administration at the ColUgt dt 
I' ranee. Even the frovcmmrntal Sational of April II did not approre 
the app(»intment of Ledru and three of his colleagues. N\iae of the 
apporntcr^ e\er a\ ailed him«^*.i of hi» t^rixileKc to give lectures. 

^Moniteur fi>r 1H48. i»p. T-"*'. 7*>: Prtssf. March iS-ji; Gtrardtn 30$: 
Gamier- i*a>rvs 7 .2105; Ixr.cr 4**-*/ 
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;^ t% into the acti(in<i of their cifi|w>nent<i. That the leaders 
« «hn1 a 9:Teat manifest at i(in to show their force, that a few 

• y»irt!inate4. farticularly amonf^ the Hlanquitts, desired to 
.L-< tlv ilemf-nMratirm to overthrow the i^yvemment. that the 
— >• ci >uld eaMly have licm indiKrd to demand a change in 
••vr {«Yuin% ci«ii|MMin|; the excctiti%T, — thi* Mvms the tnost 

•.r-'v h\-{ii4hc!ki« tocxfiUin the actions of this "Day". Proof 
v> !hi« h\7w4he«i!i cannot Ir frnmd. Init neither is there any 
z^ •'f «»f |»l«>(ttnf; \Va«^rmunn has made cntt a good case 

• < the tnn«<mcr of Iwith Ikirlv^ and Hlanqtii/ and they 
«rre the two lielie\'e«i to lie most deeply involved. Many 
t^ n^m um^ part in the |iarade and proliably the wishes of 
r>Ht were pacific. Ijouis Rbnc and Alhert tmdoiiUcdIy 
?a% ced the mm-enient. All the club leaders supported it. 
■ *a*^vdtcrr dtd not disap|»rm'e and merely feared the in- 
'■ ^ nct rif the extremists. lUanqui and his followers 

liTiinj ktJItn took no part in organizing this aflfair. It 

• ci«nm<inly a«sene«l that he experienced a se\'ere attack of 

- '-^ .*: -•. f'riT'l ''n !»y < ati^^nlirrr. I^.lanr, AHrrt. and 

,• •-* T ,-fa*r«! '.\ 1'!.ii-ori. I -T>'1riM. ri»rtali<. Kavrr. arvl 

.— Tr*. Vr •* '»!i;^;*t^ri! altrrti:iTrlv !•• liavr ajjrccti with The 

••'-'•. .1 r-.» .1 «l:v!.i?<»T^!:r;i ,\vA with the latter t'> sup- 

.^.. t'.^ ... .^^,.,^.., )t .^ i\irT!irl that he knew of the 

—• -•' r' .-rracr-! :!. ^va^ rrai|\ ?'» take jurt in it. I»ut 

"' ■ ' » .i" !}*.r !.i^t niifnrnf. icarnifj tluf. if the exisf.np 

.- *■-• :: •" • -Arrp ..\rr:!.r-»w?i. t!ir new i>ne mi^ht jjet lieyond 

'.: \ olrii I\.4!m hc'it.itol it wan nicrrN a* !> 
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• • r^ "f,- A- • yt. rrr ?«-*iriri ihn It \% mrx^'lKAbir that WAttrr- 

. • • I • . - ■ -«• : Ar**t ar. ! V^' xr ,a; tS «! ! ttiJ brlicrv the mwiitter 

4*r • f f m::\\ wh..— , c ul ! hf hi»e ptottcri ' See 

*•• » . .m •• * -raur- r* \' x\%\ 4 j:s T. iHi Camp 141. Sand. 
: " .* ■ -• '• !• 'J.' • r :'.•:* !•• Kr;» f! I .*4( 5 ('*?« Ill 
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whether he should let the demonstration take place or whether 
he should take repressive measures. That his friendly at- 
attitude toward some of the extremists may have encouraged 
them is likely, but that he plotted to overthrow his colleagues 
is without foundation. As soon as he was certain of the 
dan^^r of violence, he took measures to restrain the paraders. 

The chief items in the indictment against Ledru in con- 
nection with this affair may be briefly dismissed The six* 
teenth bulletin was not issued by him on April 15 in order to 
stir up the people, for he had nothing to do with its appear- 
ance. The conspiracy was not hatched in the midnight 
cabals, for these were innocuous meetings. Ledru's name 
was retained on the lists for a proposed new government 
drawn up by extreme revolutionists, but he could not be 
blamed for that.* Marie said in this connection: *' The 
l>anner of the revolt bore the names of MM. Ledru-Rollin, 
Louis Blanc, Flocon, and .\lbert. But I declare that two 
of them protested emphatically a^inst this accusation. 
Those who protested were M. Ledru-Rollin and particularly 
M. Flocon, who expressed himself with great indignation. 
.... The minister of the interior was to be retained in 
the jifovemment Init refuse^l tlie prc>i>osition energetically." ' 

On May 6. 1848 Ledru explained to the Assembly his 
ovm attitude at this time: 

I was al>ovc all anxiou< to save the revolution and main- 
tain onfcr. I wi^hcil to |>resrr\c for the ix>(>ular victory its 
j^randfur. its purity, its >*K*ial «»]jjnificance. I wished while 

* Marrast and Trouvr-Oiauvrl in Qucnttn-Bauchait Report I : JJJL 
2:jui; Stem j.^Jo-j; and Lamaninc 2: jo6 claim that meeCingB were 
held at the mini»trv of the interior to cinsidcr new lists, hot their a^ 
counts are either ah»urd or vasrue. and they contradict each other 00 
<!etail«. 

'Quentin-Ratichart Report 1 .^i<>. Cf. Carteret and Favre m Md, 

I J 50. 27V. 



w-.i*'! !«( hi'l mltctl my life, if I hail ever tSoo|^t that I 
■'«*! -jx* thr n-un(ry liv pivrrning it with olhcr mtn than 
*i ciiiU-igat*. ciiulil not thr pr<'i>ic un<k> on April i6 what 
•t^-i >-Aii liJior ■« I>»iniar>- ^4 * * 

!a iK4'> l^lru dcclarcil that 

Ir^.-c^i iTvl* av.l that ihr mantfrMalion wa* partly oqtan-' 
ar-; 't »ih™-itc» •■f thr rrc^nc*' an<l o( the rlifcr n»irah*t 
w* I V«im rrin»n* *4i't il wa» for thr brnrfit of the 
rttT-»i .■•Iw-ft f..r that of Inniimac-y ; *till n«her« that BIaiM]ui 
• It sMir-! uji m thr m<nrmct\t . . \W wm informed that 
mm mer\ lanhrd to ..venurn 4II iir a part of the pCDvi»iooal 

"-. -»-. ^ ..ri,-«fi J yi In Un n n nnw ttIttcticct iff to M«fO t6. 
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government. The police reports stated that the manifesta- 
tion was to take place for the benefit of the regency or legiti- 
mac>\ It has been said that he who would have pronounced 
the name of regency or legitimacy would have been torn to 
pieces. But when one wishes to overturn a government, one 
does not cry Long Iwe the King, First, the existing govern- 
ment is overturned, and then by a sleight of hand the govern- 
ment desired is established. Finally, the reports asserted that 
the factions, the usurpers of the sovereignty of the people, 
wished to divert the manifestation from its primary aim. 
I heard that at the Champ de Mars leaflets were distributed to 
this end. What proves that this is true is that all sincere re- 
publicans were frightened, as I was, and offered their services 
for the protection of the republic* 



It is doubtful whether Ledru at the time believed the 
ports as to monarchical intrigues; that was probably an 
aftcr-thoupfht or a political move." 

^ At the midday meeting of the government on the fifteenth, 
Ledru-Rollin told of the manifestation prepared for the 
morrow. He asserted that the demonstration would be 
directed only against the moderates in the government, but 
he assured his colleagues r>f his lo>'alty, and of his solidarity 
with them. The council decided not to go to the Hotel de 
\^IIe the next day but to assemble at the ministry of finance 
in order not to f)e compelled by the clubs to j-ield to their 

'demands. In the evening Ijouis Blanc and Albert declared 
themselves powerless against the uprising while Flocon 
strongly insisted <m his loyalty to the government.* Ledru 
I>a>sed the night in examining Paris, in traversing the 

• liarbes Trial, Moniteur for /.V/q. pp. i>47-8. 962. 

*At the Barhcs trial HIanqui ridiculcl the idea and Nfarte denied tlut 
Ledru believed it. — Ihid., pp. 047. i^i- 

•Gamier- Pa jre* 7 lf^'7'* Revnault -1^7-1^; Arairo in Quentin-Uaiachjirt 
Report I : M^»; Marie at BarV* trial. .U»»wrf*-iir for s$49, pp. 1078-9. 




<6r<r!tkil him lie Ml out for ihc Espbrude tks Invalides 

■ Srrr ' ^mml Cnuriais. omnunikr of the National Guard. 
•»« rt»K-wing *>xne of hl» trinift*. and in the pmcnce of 
\'.xm%' irnic <',Hirta!* thr oTikr In call .nit the entiir 

'Ijt^u n (tnrh ol AnfuH J. iKA OiMtomri fakti^mft >:45. and 

* _<VTi;^ lUuiKvi Rrp-itt I JM-t. 

•.-v : ■..: r.. ^ \-. -m >hj( I.. 1.. (hji hr. Ijitunnr. «l<twi] tbr traling 
•^ -Iw rtrt'l U1-] thai Ixdra raflrtljr tc«pc) •! ihn ilgliliiwi 
_•■'— K lUvh*n Kr;>iri t j« . Lamvtinr j jny^j BUne ■■ PmfU. 
:»<r^J*' :^«4 S«rm j J.U4 (nd Kcciunh JQ>-^)J aRrib«W iha 

■ r 4-j .'.« ■ . I jttutvnr ll«i l^im oi Aii(tM i iS«l ipcoAcaUy 
<r-v: •»:• '■>.] tb4 A<k M [.^iTurtmc ihtll I bcM the f*tpH* I 
t*' < tvAtr- ■ -;>.(. .VI /.Ji/i/M/i J 4t*— t"/ Lc'dn ■■ Bartvt tmi 
-' »i^.»' • - .**, p ■«.* Twirtrt bean wui Lr<]rm.~<>Bnua-B««dun 
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National Guard. The General objected that he had suffi- 
cient trops to quell a tumult, but Ledni declared that he 
wished to engulf the demonstration, that partial forces 
-would suffice to overpower but not to prevent an attempt at 
civil war, an«i that a riot must l)e above all avoided/ The 
order to beat the rappel met with difficulties at headquarters 
and at one o'clock Marrast had to repeat the command.' 

Ledru returned to his ministry and received the congratu- 
lations of Jules Favre. Soon the sound of drums was 
heard. Louis Blanc and Albert arrived and criticized the 
minister for his order to beat the rappel. Ledru-Rollin 
^replied to this: '' Blanqui wished to exploit the manifesta- 
tion to his advantage. I do not wish to deliver the republic 
and France to Blanqui.*' Ledru joined his colleagues at the 
ministry of finance, as had l)een decided. Albert and Louis 
Blanc, frankly disappointed, came also, but when the other 
members of the government refused to expose themselves to 
the rioters, these two socialists set out alone for the HoCd 
de Ville.* 

At the city hall Marrast and Lamartine alone represented 
the government. General Changamier had offered his ser- 
vices and was put in charge of the troops. The officials 
were worried. Which would arrive first, the crowd or the 
National Guard? It was the latter which came first; even 
the twelfth legion under Colonel BarWs responded to the 
call. The procession of clu!>bists ami workingmen, when 
they arrived, had to pass Iwtween the serrie<l ranks of these 
armed forces. When it was certain that the demonstration 



* Gamier- Pagci 7 : JTO-^: Marrast an Auffust 3, iKiR Monitrmr, p. 187, 

'This f{avc rise to the story of Chanicamter that Ijtdm ne^cr ordered 
the heating of the rj/^/'W.— Quentin-IUuchart Report i:j6o; McmUrm 
for !S4i, p. 1874. See .Marrast's refutation of Changamier. Momiimr, 

p. 1P74. 

* Gamier- I'agcs 7: 3^3-4. 39^ ; B!anc in PcupU, December 7. lft4& 
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M%% ofkkr control. Lrdni and hit collcagiiei td oat for the 
It i(d dr \'ilic. They arrived there at four-thirty, an hour 
AT- i a hail after the procesjiion had liepin to defile. Ledm 
■rr: («cT a note to Favre: " K\-erything is quiet: the people 
Are marchinf; pest without disorder." All the members of 
'he prori4ifinal f^ovemment appeared in the sciuare and 
:«imed to deiegates from the clubs. Ijouis Blanc and 
irp(icy-ma>-v>r Adam answered them. I.amartitK had made 
a tprcvh lieftire the arri\-al of his colleagues, tiut long after 
'be *<her« retired, he continued haran|^ing parts of the pro- 
c«n«:'vi It was not till ten-thirty that the parade was arer,*^ 

I^ru'f actions throughottt the day were irreproachable. 
>^vh persons as Louis Rlanc and Delrau blamed him for 
bcatmg the raf^f^. tntt that was his duty. Ledru-Rollin was 
?!ie mmister of the interior. responsiMe for the maintenance 
-W nctier It is pnssiMe that even if the National Gtnrd had 
Dr< been called out. the day would ha%-e passed peaceably; 
?lu:. a« Hbnqui claimed, the only ilesire of the manifestants 
«i» T« <Jrnun'l a niituMry m| U>»«»r and t*» |»ri«cl.iim 
••^^ r 4e\ .?! m !«» the rqniMic lUit it i* certain that there 
■ A* >•**•*•> .I.iri^rr. an*! it ua^ the chity of the minister of 
•V ^.:rr''^T t » take all j»rii(irr i>recaiiti«m* As long as 
*^tT\: rx\r\*r^l ihr <!niMn«tratii»ri t** lie facitic. he l<t the 
7er»ttra?i.f;* ^:i> no unl>rei|r<l. when he fearrcl violence, he 
r-i">! ".:? \)\r \atii»nal Tiuarcl to pre%*ent it. 

The rr*ti'!* nf Aprtl i'» nrre *n\ tlie i*h«»le g^^^d Fear of 
•!v ntrrnr.s!* ^Ictrra^nl. fiT it ua* *een that they had been 
- r.zT m'^l IVar «»f Irdru Kollin alui slightly diminished 
T>^ rrakt-."r.ar:c« %till liHirvcil him a laciJnn and a con* 
f;*raf r. Jk:! *m*tMe uurn rraii7r<l tlut he had definitely 
I r ^' h:r::^!f '41 thr sulr ni «»rder. In the go\Tmment 
• • 'Serr was 4 iJun;:r The lratirr« of the majority and 

:' ^srm* • » r'|i ;. <^> 1*1* re in OucflKm-Bsadurt Rrpocl i jrfto- 
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"" the minority drew dose together. The beating of the rapp^t 
had caused bitter feeling in the hearts of Louis Blanc and 
Albert, and they drew further and further away from Ledru- 
Rollin and Flocon. These two radicals had seen the 
danger from the extreme revolutionists and were ready to 
postpone their revolutionary innovations. The responsi- 
bility of office had its effect on Ledru, and the period be- 
tween April 16 and June 24 (the day of his fall from 
power) was the most conservative period of his political 
career. Lamartine, on the other hand, had realized two 

( facts, namely, the power of the extremists and the real 
moderation of his radical colleagues. He was ready to ad- 
mit that a slightly more advanced program might be desir- 
able. The union of himself and Ledru steadily grew firmer 
as the date for the meeting of the new legislature ap- 
proached. Ledru was frequently seen at his coUeague's 
house where hitherto he had not gone.' 

The provisional government met on the seventeenth. It 
caused to be published an account of the demonstration in 
which both the National Guard and the people were praised, 
and only the fe%v extremists who incited to disorder were 
blamed.' The minister of the interior told his collcmgues 
of the plans for a committee of public safety and of the in- 
trigues of Rlanqui the previous day. Attorney-General 
Portalis called for an investigation of the plots. Only 
Cremieux protested, on account of the difficulty of framing 
an indictment. The meml)er of the provisional government 

'LVs Cofn^cts, Lamartine 41a Cf. Times, A|ni1 at. However, 
Cartcrrt asserts that the disaKreemmt Hid not dtuppear till « few dajft 
befurc the legislature met and Landrin telli how Favre made ao tauoc- 
cessful attempt at reconciliation. — Ouentin-Bauchart Report 1 : JS3. JOQl 

*Moniteur for 1849, p. A|9l Pierre Lxroux visited Ledru oa the 
seventeenth. ''What did yxMi do jresterday ? ** asked the socialist. 
** We kilted the sectaries.** replied the minister. ** You killed the re- 
public,** retorted Leroux. — ^Leroux zj>9l 
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TV -Tiler W3« »icnf»l Ivcausc it was feared that the distur- 
tArrr-t wrrr n'<t yrt nvcr; when I »aw the mai^ihccnt man- 
'rTrri -f ihr Natnifial <>uard, I uid: A man it mothimif 
i-^ti! JM rii.'ir^ t'"''/^^. s"*' 1 pve a counter -order." * 

^-e.' I'tfT* 8 X(-6. BUnc j 4B: Stem > JU: V#Mf««r /cr iM. 
n *v, 9t.4 I.ui'lTtn Kad tlTTadr Mktd Lcdrw far |»iiwi»ii« lo maki 

m mn,-<z^-j thfrilrrtnf to rnicn i( be wen bM atlovtd to do Ml "Go 
m ^tr k> i-«i likr. ixocn-'l and (he gmrrBtBcM ail) fk> it> dut;.' had 

'' •sio'irri J ^.rK. v>. lt>in<lr lO^ On tbt BIB ^m alh Grorft Si d 
■• rr •. <vr v« ' I ba*r tn*! lr<t r»«tlx Lr4c»-lti>l1ia tl7«t *» ^"l 

wi-- ■ rt., * h.»w f ■• X n-V thn-octi 1'mi», tMckas ittd ao» c»r«>c 



l6o LEDRU'ROLLIX AXD SECOSD FRES'CH REPUBUC [314 

'^ This Fete de la Fraternity, held on April 20, was a grand 
review of the National Guard. Ledni arrived early to 
superintend the arrangements and caused considerable irrita- 
tion because he occasionally forgot to bow to the audience or 
to a passing officer/ He was obliged to adjust a dispute be- 
tween the men of the Luxembourg and those of the National 
Workshops, who were assigned to the same place; the two 
groups almost came to blows, but Ledru induced them to 
mix together.' At ten-thirty the other members of the gov- 
ernment arrived and took places in a semi-drcle under the 
Arc de Triomphe. Arago made a speech and then each of 
his colleagues gave a flag to the commander of this corps 
or that.* A part of the crowd followed Ledru hack to his 
ministry- and forced him to make a speech. Ledru-RotUn 
preached peace, fraternity, and confidence in the legislature 
that was to meet.* Due to a misunderstanding part of the 
third legion had not taken part in the celebration. Accord- 
ingly it was reriewed two days later. At nine-thirty in 
spite of the rain. Ledru. surrounded by several of his 
colleagues, made a speech. He explained the mistake and 
lauded fraternity and the republic* 

^AssemhUe Xationait, .-Kpril 21; Times, April 24. 

•Thomas 21a 

'3/ofiil^iir for 1849, p. 871 ; Timrs, .\pril 24. 

•ifonitemr for 1848, p. 8;8: Dclvau 474-5; Caufiidiere 2:7i-a. 

^Mamitiur for tSiS, p. 878; Gamier-Pages 8: 64-d 



CHAITER XI 

The KixcnoNs or Apeil Twenty-third 

:»t-Bx.vG the period after April i6 the chief prcoccupEtion 
«•? the prm'isiuiul fp>vemment was the OJcninK elections to* 
•^ Ovistituent AssenMy. In I'^ris Ixdru-Rollin entrusted 
!> 1 »ut«*rflinate the duty of watching the elections at the - 
su^orahies/ tmt Marrast ordered his oflkiab not to permit 
ir.\ fu|cr\i9i(in by the interior department. On April 24 
I^.iru U(juf:ht up the matter in a council meeting. He was 
^ the ncht-evrn Camier-I^^^^es admitted that — but he 
sic\! ftuch unusually severe bnguage that a rupture with his 
riftVajcur^ resulted, and he tendered his resigiution. Lam* 
Arr:fv'. wh<» had not Iwen present at the discussion, offered 
bt mrr!tat!«<i. He showed the minister of the interior how 
. -Ti"^ w <ili rtu'oura^ thr rxtrmii^t* antl induced him to 
. • .'^^ !'.^ rrsipuiitKi I >rt!ru returned to the meeting m 
I* -% *p;ri?. an«l hj'i c«»'lr:i^nir* |ibis*^ed a decree giv- 
j' •. •:: t *::;.!f-!r ri*,:!i! •»! >;ir\niUrKT over the elections of 1 
•••a-! yr!.!ri!. Stit hr !i»rnied the revJution never 
; ur: Khrr a<linini^tratitin of which Ixilru-Kolltn 
! .^T.Vr I'hi* \\a> the «»nlv time the mmister of the 

!••; ".:r, trinf !ii inlliimce iIk elections by I>ropa- 
.• I • '-r wj, r. < r'v A rviv f of thr nttifY ciljr, tnit there «&i 

.-ft ' '^^ c *:.'£•/ A;f:' M. M*f?A»i. *n»! Vsgnerrt m Oomtio- 

•• '--,•-" . ■•* ».•; '>v «"ArT:rr V^gr% H jK: tamartine 

---*• • • n' . •::.• r*/: n"/' \;fi;ji iJlirt. ri«i/i. Apct! jT. 
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ganda, by moral suasion.^ The commissioners, mayors, and 
other oflfkials were urged to spread republican ideas. In 
some cases ihty busied themselves with opposing conserva- 
tive candidates, and sometimes, notably in the case of Thiers, 
with success. But in general it may be said that the elec- 
tions were exceedingly free, more free than any other of 
the times. To aid the commissioners, the Bulletins of tk^ 
Republic were distributed throughout the rural districts for 
the purpose of instilling democratic principles. 

Another means of influencing the electorate adopted by 
^Lcdru-Rollin was the sending of workingmen from Paris 
to preach republican doctrines to their brothers in the pro- 
vinces. This caused more scandal than any other single act 
of the minister. The Club des Gubs, composed of delegates 
from other clul)s, chose a committee whose duty was to send 
to the (lej)artments workingmen who should aid the election 
of designated candidates. I^ngepied was president of the 
tommittee; Laugier, Fran<;ois Arago's nephew, was treas- 
urer. The committee did not have sufficient ftmds and ap- 
plied to the secretary of the interior for aid. Ledru re- 
fused to commit himself without consulting his colleagues. 
Accordingly, one day in his daily rq)ort to the council the 
minister of the interior commcntetl on the activitv of the 
reactionaries in the provinces and showed how the clubs 
were l)ecoming more loyal to the government. Then he 
sjK^ke of the projK>sal of the (lub des Gubs. He supported 
it on two main j^foiukIs: the cnii<i<aries would !< able to 
spread rqnihlican ideas thro\i^h the iKickward country dis- 
tricts, and the adojjtiofi of the projKxition would propitiate 
the clul)s whereas to reject it wiiuld tend to make them re- 
volt. The government saw the f.)rce of these argimients 
an<l af)propnatcd i-\^.ooo frani^ f^-r this puqK>se, but on 

'The charjfr* of intlmi«Ution and triScry arc baseless; for charges 
O.amicr i: 15'^a \W>-S. 
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:-^.ilitit«i. tir%t thai tlic clclcKatc4 fthtiukl nnc be rq^nled as 
rxial aicrnt^. «h<tuM ciKitinc thcmsirlveji to disseminating 
^vTnnrik. »ht>ukl nii< aid itultvidual camiicbtcft; and secondly 
rhjt the mmi^^tcr nf the inieric»r sh<Hild himself superintend 
carr fully the Mrlcctititi nf the dele|^tes. rnfcirtunately these 
!« • c(>nd)ti(<is were mil carrirti cnit. The delei^tes he- 
. r\rrl that (»nr 01 their chief duties was to desi|»nate worthy 
car. tuUtrt I^ctiru lielie\'ed that he ccHild relv cm the choices 
s:a«ir h\ I>«i|^>ic<!. I<auf;ier. and their collca|;ue4. 

The ci«nmiitre of the Huh des (1uIm met every day and 
kq^ a careful acnnint of expenditures. In the evening it 
«er.t :•• tlic miniMry of the interior and ipive to I^ru* 
y «".;n. ••r in hu aln^^rKe to 1 arteret. a list of the af^ents and 
1 rrirm •Tindiim of the sum* given t«» each of these a(»ents. 
TV ct<imiittrr aU» sul»fnittc«l extracts from the reports of 
:• mi:*s»r:r* Smietime^ f^mf^epietl and his friends re* 
£a:*-in! Co di<<us« {Mtlitics with Ixtlru. for they enjoyed his 
r r''\r'Ar * hicr. whni they ti>ld him of their fear* of 
•• . ' ' •■*'• r!i:r::Nrrr ^r^.w thcin !•• I -ini.irt:r:r. '-lit thrrr va- 
'" ^ -^ *'". r' '• ::; •■. ^'rr •': : •rfi;^*Ti .irTatr^ \v.ih i:iiv,4;:H:ac- 
. • • .'■• • I I r. r *!i.irr tlu* r \t\\r^ 
■••■:' *. :■ !:i.| I' !r.'.»*r* wrxv «lr>j»atihnl l«» the «lr 

' •■ •' *^\v f ! .■:' ^!.i:' h .iinl \\\c tActitxth •»:' 

'. ' ' . r'-'t:*.r.! -x. r:'^'?it. or irti iratu-s a 'lay. ac- 
. • • • ' ■.!*•. r • \\?v.h thry wrrr *^x\l M««*t «•! 

*•."•! .1* IT' 'i!%»:r .!.«*:rinr'i li»v/i*i«| ;ini| 
- . "• • . ". •■'.i: \*'r nttr!:i!!<v I'.iNr C'KU*:l!.i! -rv .i«|vicr 

• * ' •'■'f* •• • . ■•rT^ !•» % '..'i-'iT \* a rnattcr «»f I'.ict. 

• •■ '- •■ • • . • •■ ".\'-rr !:••'•• •• •r-r»|. ;• \\.i\ !.itrr. 

^ , . ,...^. ., I/.. • •• •*■'■ rA<!: .r • wrrr --^w^h* thi? thf^r 

' . .' .•' '" • • » : r <::••*■?■ *r ! hr i r«tir»'t irrta^r'v 
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movement to exhalt the position of the ouvrier. It was an- 
other bad road to democracy, paved with good intentions.^ 
Ledru'RolIin defended his conduct before the Assembly 
on August 21, 1848: 

The men sent into the provinces were paid from a fund de- 
termined by the government. Now, at that time you were 
reposing at leisure in your departments. But in Paris the 
exuberant forces of the revolution were boiling over. But in 
Parb the men who had been kings on the barricades wished 
to impose conditions which at times were unreasonable. Paris 
could not like an immense furnace contain the exuberant 
force: an outlet was needed, assistance in regaining their 
homes for numerous citizens. Moreover, there were de- 
partments where the working people misinterpreted the re* 
volution, wished even after the revolution of February 24 to 
proceed to insurrection. There were great cities like Lycos 
and Lille to which it was necessary to send workingmcn to 
s|)cak the fraternal language which would not have been 
listened to from our lips, as we were mere bourgeois. That is 
why it was necessar)'.* 

Besides sending out these civilians, the Gub des Oubs 
desfxatched non-commissioned officers to the armies in order 
to influence the soldiers and to point out to them the com- 
manders whose influence was feared in the elections. Ac- 
cordingly a meml)er of the directing committee, provided with 

* Instnictiocu to and reports tiy delegates, testimony of DeUtre and 
I.onKe|»ied in Quentin-Bauehart Ret>ort 1:171. ^10. 232-3. 315-6; i:7"SX 
116-132: Ijrmi^epied 4^Si, 59. 63-109. 131 ; Gamier-Pafet 7: »33-Q; Docoi 
Report in ,\fomtemr for /^q. pp. 1 553-4; Sand to Fi# dt Pans, igo^ 
pp. 38^-9: Regnault ^yi-^i Lamartine 2:192-3; Wassermami 87-9; 
Antony 250- J67. The iHicos commission examined the affair tborottghiy 
and exonerated Ledru from the charges of dishonesty or mtstsse of 
secret funds, but it rejected **the 123.000 francs by the me of which 
popular soveretipity seems to liavT been violated." For absurd a c cou nts 
by conifer vat ivcs see Harrc»! 2 <»i ; Times, Aumut 26. 1848. 

* Pise ours poUtiquts 2 i*2-y 
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1 Wttrr tncn Lctlru. m-ent to »cr an aide of FraiKuift Ara|p>: 
!v Ic^trnl a lurkiui^ fcir nineteen non<ainmitfioned oAkert 
« h » were to p) to different reipments and develop republi- 
.-^r. «entiment4 am<«i|^ them. The matter m'as referred to 
*Sr m:ni»!cT of mar who hesitated several days. FinaJlx 
:crT7ii«%i«ici \%a« fn'anteii. l>ut the military delegates were to 
rrr- r: !*» the mliifiel of the regiment to which they were 
«cr.s Nvne of these emis«aric^ failetl to do this and them- 
ir:\r« f!i4tri>K]led intlammatory article!i among the S44diers. 
\% •here were many complaints, the non-commissioned of- 
!krr% were rrcalied on April 16, eight days after their de- 
>ir:urr That they caused much dtsturfauKc in the army 
% sr.rnie. fcir there n^-as less disturbance after April 8 than 
'tft'^r This was another of those well-meaning attempit 
the minister of the interif«r which had tK> good results* 
which m-as not in itself rqirehensilJe/ 
Ir. Pans flection lists were numerous. E veryone had a | 
•:a*e oi hi« <vwn and almost every promttient man was a' 
• - ' Lit Im j^rr.rral thrrr were three tj-pes of lists-' 
-" : rhr ^'CmIi'^Tn >%rrr )>c.i<Iri| hv I-* him itlanr and 
•r-* *h*r^ «-t thr railitMl^ Nv l^lru Ri»llin an*l n«<'on.- 
-. -w •! :Vr nv*lrrair* } \ thr ••(hrr *cvm meml^ers «»f the pro- 
. . < 1* iT' .>rfr:ri:m? I" ropirntly the «<cia!Mts and radicals 
*^- • '•: !*^! :?: >^r list < >rra<i<^nallv all eleven menihers 

m 

*-.* • «tf-rrrt! : /rthrr. •■r a *rlcrtion was made atmmg 

' ' ♦* /'«■'. ^■.- ( •»:*?•• 11.31:/ «»t I^irnmnAi^ advi^nl the 

^^' r ..f I jnur^irr .ir*! f.rf|ni. and ^«iJ»firr foll«»wcd *uit 

" .^--'•u! *\\r m'-!rrn!r% trirtl t«» rxcliifle their m'»rr rrvo- 

■ ^ X' . i- nlraiT-*^ The m**** mdiistri'nis were Marrast • 

.- ■■ V'ar*- •**•'• •j-.n! their ir:*!!>rncr i^artioiUrtx in the 

'.\\ \\ r*Ov'{i% I^lni him*clf t«i«4c littlr jart in the 
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campaigning, but his partisans waxed virulent against the 
moderates. Besides being a candidate in Paris, Ledru also 
ran in six dei)artments and in Algeria.^ In Saone and 
Ix>ire he received the support of Lamartine. In Sarthe the 
influential Trouve-Chauvel broke with the party of Ledru 
and ruined the minister's chance of election.* Everywhere 
the clergj' worked against him. 

The elections passed off smoothly ; except at Limoges and 
Rouen there were no disturbances. The voting took place 
on April 23, Easter day. At first the Catholics had com- 
plained of this, but the>' soon realized how they could turn 
it to their own account. Entire villages marched to the 
polls headed by their curates. In one way the election was 
a great triumph for the minister of the interior; eighty-two 
per cent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots.* But in 
the general character of the candidates elected Ledru was 
grieviously disappointed. The elections were overwhelm- 
ingly in favor of the moderates. Ledru-RoUin himsdf, al- 
though elected in three places, could derive no pleasure from 
the result. In Paris thirty-four representatives were chosen. 
I^manine came first with 259,800 vote out of 314,986 
voters. The other six members of the gox-ernment majority 
followed. Ledru stood only twenty- fourth with 131,587 
votes, immediately after Albert and just ahead of Flocon 
and I^ouis Blanc. In Saone and Ijoire Ledru was elected 
thirteenth out of fourteen; in distant .Vlgeria third out 
of four. Ever)'\i'here else he was defeated; in the Sarthe 
twelve deputies were elect e<I and he was fourteenth; in Cote 

^National, Consiitutionntl .\pril 10. II, 12, l&|flL The dcpartmenU 
were G'^te <fOr. Ijomtx Loire. North. Sione and Loire. Sarthe. and 
Lower Seine. 

*Gu3ron 2 : 4(H^ 
* Curtis «a 
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i « H tm, And he was »r\TntcvfUh ; in the North twcnty-cighc, 
i-xj hr ma5 sixtv-hr»t.' 

m 

In Koum the ricctiuns turned out bftdly for the proldariat, 
^rA ^-tiirdinf^ly im A|inl jj there wms an insurrection which 
:Sr i:rT3cra!« in ctwiimand ruthlessly put down. Little forte 
m ^!.l h4\e tirm ncetic<l to end this [KCtXy Hare-upb but the 
riTvra'% cxrrtc^l their full authority, killing and woundins 
:ir n>«rr than was necrvsarv. Ix«lru read to the council a 
*T7^<t mhich was unfaviiralile to the military commanders. 
t.-u2 I>Kii« Hbnc aUced that thev lie sent lief ore a council of 
%xT Franc«H^ Arago. minister of v^-ar. o|ipo«cd this pro- 
;>n.&I Ar.«i otniplttely dctcatcd his adversaries, for an investi- 
rtz n of the affair was appointed, who was hostile to the 
'^bcaS ' MxccfK ffir this ditTerence of opinion the time 
rtvecn the cIcttMrns and the mcetinf; of the new legisbture 
pa%«cil i^airaNy f(>r the gvivernment. 

The Na!i<>nal <\wistituent AssemMv met on May 4. The ** 
pr .vr:si'<ial {^memment attended as a body and relinquished 
trs powers Ihirinf^ this first session the republic m-as 9c-) 
cortned >e\Tntcen times Most of the session was spent in 
vrfif>in|r the cmlenttals of the members. Certain conser- 
.T .t-^ Ttr ! 'i thfiiw tlir Manic ii>r tlie al»*ence of a few 
rr-- i'. rrmrr:* iij-ifi ihr TTJ!iii*!rr «»( the interi<jr, but the 

** -' A- ' l---rr :»t TArir :^i>"^i U»l fwifnrCc.lT^ Iir«!ruW.^»j 

* «" A l^•x.x^"r 1 .'It Uft name 3..US Ixtitu 34ii 

• " :«trimr 7^ •>:'• U»l rvimr 41/1^^ I^^lru AI.445 

I it t:irr-c .--T ."^*t Uit ramr 9.t''^ I^fU 4^.173 

«•*.• t*i I Afr a%A: «'-> f •f I-mrf Seme *'f l^»«Tf tanrr Funif« 
•-AiA— •• *- *' «»;.•» '. jii. "J." i' -mavaia/ ir /*a^i r««f rlrctr4t m the 

* '**4 - .".ir^^-n iUuc^A.M Kr;- rt I JJ« Hinc J ^, SicfT* 2 jTu 
'. ^ -^ »- : •■M c «^— .!in #^rr IVv.J.Am;t i»rfr jccu»c*S of brtfiff imj4i- 
'A ' *• ••^^ •■> « T>^ tru»h :i tK*! af-t h*-! 5«*n tent t.» the NationA! 

•-*- : • K '-»r. T. 'fr • \'r f !hr r:r.tit?r .1 the mtcnur. anJ thit 
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Assembly would not listen to them. The esctreme left met 
later in the day under the presidency of Flocon and arranged 
a slate for the officers of the assembly. Its list headed by 
Trelat included many moderates. Fifty or sixty delegates 
were present, such as Ledru-RoUin, Etienne Arago^ Louis 
Blanc, and Barbes.^ The ne>ct session. May 5, was taken 
up with further verification of credentials and with matters 
of organization. Buchez, the Catholic socialist, was dected 
president of the Assembly. A deputy wished to interpellate 
Ledru on the post-election riot at Limoges, but the Chamber, 
desiring to preserve harmony, passed to the order of the day. 
On May 6 the provisional government began a series of 
reports on its conduct in office. First came Dupont de 
rEure*s general account. Then the others followed, one 
after another. The first was Ledru-Rollin, who explained 
that he could give only a brief account of his acts, thaU he 
had tried to reconcile in his ministry the development of re- 
publican institutions and the preservation of orderly admin- 
istration. He defended his various activities: the com- 
missioners, the circulars, the organization of the Nattooal 
Guard and of the electoral machinery, the detailed work of 
the ministr)', his conduct on April 16. Ledru blamed any 
resort to plotting. He closed as follows : 

Nothing can t>c founded that is not based upon ideas. True 
superiority consists in discerning the reforms which can 
reasona})ly be l)rought atKXit. Today the hand of the people 
has torn away the curtain ; doubt is no longer possible for any 
one. Most imprudent and most culpable is he who wishes to 
stop the revolution at the sterile conquest of political forms. 
These forms arc merely the instruments of liberty placed in 
the hands of the j>cople now called on to rule itself. But for 

> D^bots, May 6. Trrlat was not elected but fix of the other 6fteeB 
car.<1i«!aies m-ere. After the legi^-ative session Ledru had a dcfnooftnh 
tiun frufxi a portitm of tl**e Natiunal Guard. — Riformr, May 5. 
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CHAPTER XII 

The Executive Commission 

The question that dominated all minds in the AssenMy 
was the composition of the new executive. The contest 
centred about Ledru-Rollin. The moderates, who controlled 
the legislature, had definitely decided to reject Louis BUnc, 
Albert, and the socialist element. But there were two opin* 
ions concerning Ledru. Some of the deputies desired a 
homogeneous go>'emment composed solely of moderates; 
others desired to include a radical in order to conciliate 
the extreme left. The former would probably have carried 
the day had it not been for Lamartine. The poet-statesman 
refused to enter any combination in which Ledru was not 
included. Much ink has been wasted in tr)ing to aocount 
for this action of Lamartine. The simplest explanation is 
that Lamartine*s one idea throughout this period was con- 
ciliation. By his speeches he had tried to conciliate the mob» 
and he had succeeded. By private conferences he had tried 
to conciliate the club leaders, and he believed that he had 
done much to put them in a better humor with the govern- 
ment. By his tact he had tried to conciliate the waning 
elements in the provisional government, and he had suc- 
ceeded in patching up quarrels lietween Francois Arago and 
Louis Blanc. Iietween Marrast and Ijedru-Rollin. For 
o\-er two months he had dominated France by this policy of 
conciliation; the conservatives looked to him as the bulwark 
against anarchy, the moderates regarded him as their leader, 
the radicals believed that he alone could obtain from the 
173 l3H 
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Constituent Assembly entered upon a reactionary course 
and» dropping the policy of conciliation, never stopped until 
the way was open for the Caesarism of Napoleon III. A 
frank adoption by the moderates of Lamartine's policy ( for 
Ledru and Flocon were ready to cooperate) might have 
established the republic solidly; its rejection and the con- 
sequent bickerings between the various shades of republicans 
certainly opened the road to the second empire.* 

Even before the Constituent Assembly met there had been 
numerous plans for an executive. Among the radicals the 
idea of a triumvirate consisting of Lamartine, Ledru-Rollin, 
and Flocon was popular. Naturally Lamartine was not 
willing to serve alone with two radicals.* Gamier-Pages 
claims that there were five general schemes : i ^ a temporary 
president (this would be Lamartine). 2^ Ministers dir- 
ectly elected by the legislature (plan of the conservatives). 
3° President of the council, choosing ministers. 4® Com- 
mission of three or five (if three Ledru would probably not 
be included, if five he would). 5^ Continuance in oflSce of 
the entire provisional government (desired by the e xtr eme 
left). It was the second and fourth of these plans that 
gradually attracted most support.' 

All the groups in the legislature held meetings at least 
once r\-er\' day. On May 4 the moderates debated from ten 
to midnight wnthout reaching any decision. (jamier-Pkgiis 
was for the inclusion of Ledru in the government ; Marie, 

* A great deal of scandal was told of the cocmcction bet wc cu Lcdni uA 
Lamanine. Le<iru was suppose<l to have Lamartine in hit power he* 
cause he had discovered that the poet had accepted from Louit Philippe 
a monetary reward for literary merit. — .Alison t : 588^ h was Hid 
that Nfme. Ledru-Rollin was the mistress of Lamartine whom slie had 
met only once.— Circourt Faj^ers 516. 

•Czu*?:dicrc -i:P7-P; Quemin-Bauchart. Lamartmt 311. 

•Gamier- Pages grR 
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tenance of the entire provisional government. The moder- 
ates, who had the previous day decided on the exdusioci of 
Ledru from the government, were again thrown into a state 
of indecision when they learned that Lamartine had de6- 
nitely refused to join any combination in which Ledni* 
Rollin w^as not included. Opinion tended to a commission 
of Arago, Dupont, and Gamier-Pages. Meanwhile Ledm 
visited Lamartine and the two had a long conversation. 
The morning of the eighth two large groups assembled, the 
extreme left under Trclat and the moderates under Martin 
de Strasslx>urg. The two parties agreed to an executive 
composed of Arago, Gamier- Pages, Marie, Lamartine, and 
Ledru-Rollin. A committee headed by Domes was to pro- 
pose this combination to the Constituent Assembly.* 

On May 8 the legislature tumed to the question of the 
new executive. /\s had been agreed upon in the morning. 
Domes mounted the platform and moved that the provi- 
sional govemment deserved well of the republic and that the 
National Assembly delegated its powers to a commission of 
five members. Amid a great uproar he read the names of 
the five men selected by the extreme left and the moderates. 
The entire right protested against adding to a general measure 
conceming the formation of an executive the names of 
those who should compose it. Everylxxiy was excited and 
expressed his opinion at the top of his voice. Finally Pre- 
sident Buchez was oljliged to susj)end the sitting for half an 
hour. Then Domes resumed, adtling that the executive 
commission should have the right to appoint the ministers. 
.\ vote was taken on the first i>art of the proposal, that ** the 
provisional government deserved well of the country.** 
Only Barlx'« and f<Hir of his friends voted in the negative. 

On Mav o the discussion was resumed. The conserva- 

*rt\-tii^ f'Htujuc ft parltmcntairt 5l:jUO-i: DH>aU, NUjr 4 tft|8; 
Gamier- Pages 9: jo-l. 
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you. . . . Like us, forget your shades of difference; oonstder 
only the fatherland, the sufferings of the people, their tntokr* 
able misery. Be neither majority nor minority, txtt a stq|le 
assembly animated by a single sentiment; for the sake of 
the good that remains to be done, do not lose time in oselesf 
oratory ! Do as we did ; do better than we did ! Work, work 
for the sake of the people ! " 

The Assembly applauded Ledru vigorously and the friends 
of the orator crowded around him congratulating him.^ 
Ledru's speech had an excellent effect and threw on the 
conser\'atives the burden of a desire for dissension. It was 
eloquent and well-timed, but it was special pleading. It was 
well to forget the internal disagreements in the govemmenl, 
but was it justifiable to deny them? The oration is filled 
with exaggerations if not prexarications. The right tried 
hard to continue the interpellation, but twice the Assembly 
by overwhelming votes refused to listen to attacks. Most 
of the representatives still desired harmony. 

A modified version of the Domes resolution, entrusting 
the government to an executive commission, but not stating 
the number of members who should compose it was now 
[assed. A proposition that the number should be devcn 
was rejected. Finally it was decided that the executive 
should be compose<l of five members. It looked now as 
though the question were finally settled and Ledru wouM 
be in the government with I^martine. Arago, Gamier-P^iges, 
and Marie, as Domes and his friends had arranged; but 
still the moderates debated. In the evening they favored the 
sul>stitution of Dupf>nt for I>edru. Conversations con- 
tinued throughout the night. Everything depended on Do* 
pont, the head of the late prorisional govemment, who stiD 
hesitated. It was not till ten the next moming that Dupont 

^li&nitrur for tS4S, p. 99Q; Garnier-Paftt 0:37-4^ 
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aflfairs and the interior for Favre and Carteret respectively. 
Caussidiere remained prefect of police, Etienxie Arago post- 
master-general. Trelat, instead of the department of the 
interior, received that of public works. On other sdections 
Ledru was obliged to jneld. Pagnerre was made secretary 
of the commission. Marrast retained the mayoralty of 
Paris. Recurt received the interior department. An agree- 
ment had been reached, and the new government set to work 
in harmonv. Cher the distribution of other oflfkes there 
was no trouble. Cremieux. Bethmont, and Camot retained 
portfolios as ministers of justice, religion, and education. 
In the departments of foreign affairs and finances the former 
assistants Bastide and Duclerc became ministers. The 
ministry of the navy went to Admiral Casy and that of war 
to C^eneral Cavaignac* 

The executive commission seems to have worked in far 
greater harmony than had the provisional government. 
Albert and Louis Blanc were not there to advocate extreme 
measures. Absent also was the fiery Marrast. Ledru- 
RoIIin grew more conservative the longer he remained in 
j)ower. Lamartine and Gamier-Pages were always anxioos 
to 1^ conciliatory, .-\rago was testy but easily placated. 
Marie ne\'er flared into a passion. It was commonly as- 
serted that there were two parties in the commission, Lam- 
artine and Ledru forming one. It is undoubtedly true that 
these two men were more radical than their colleagues, bat 
there is nothing to show that differences of opinion ever went 
l)evond amicaWe discussion.* 

.\rago was elected president of the executive commissiocu 
for the (ws^x month and was retained in that position as 

'.Vrtu^ politique ft piirlcmfnt^iire 5i:.V3-4; Garnier- Pif^b 9:4>4- 
P.arthelcmy-St. Hilairc speaks f»f the insolent demands of Ledru. 

'See OArnier-PaKes in Quentin-Bauchart Report lijAi; Ganaer> 
Pages 10 .♦. J9- JO ; n : ifij-j. 
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was steadily in opposition to the executive commission ; the 
Pyramides-Castiglicme group, due to the presence of Ledru 
and Flocon in the government, generally supported it but 
maintained an independent position; the Palais National 
deputies were the mainstay of the commission throughout 
May and the first half of June, and when they abandoned it, 
the government fdl. 

In July, after this fall, there was a regrouping. The 
moderates seceded from the Palais National and founded a 
club of their own at the Institute. Landrin and his friends 
united with the deputies of the Rue de Castiglione to form 
a new club in the Rue de Taitbout, commonly known as 
the Mountain. I^ru became a member of this group; 
like the other members of the executive commission dur* 
ing their tenure of office, he had previously belonged to 
none.* 

Hauchart Report 2:250-260; Constitutionntl }n\y i(k 1848; DibaU, Jaly 
13. 16, 25; Gamier- Pages 10:44-50; Babaud-Laribtire 1:44-9: Stem 
y : 67-8; CaMille 3-8-9; 5>pw"cr i<M-5 : Joum/fs illustries 167; Cnrtts 6$; 
Houniols 296; Gradts 2:5>5; 167-R. 176. 

'Still later Landrin and his friends abandoned the Roe de Taitboai 
when that group became too revolutionary; they c o t npo acd tlie left 
proper of the Assembly. A^n. some time after this, Flocoo and a few 
followers also resifined; they were the independent m cmbcft of flic 
extreme left. In the organization of commtttces in the kgitUinre 
Ledru-Rollin chose that for Algeria.— £>/&al/. May j6. lS|ft 
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'«, . -*« Jm ! ' i^'ii > 4i. •p««h o( Jon* i ilff4 i" Out^^t 
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sole basis for the charge is that his name was on various 
lists for a new government, but that was not his fault. His 
conduct throughout the day was unimpeachable/ 

At nine in the morning of May 15 the members of the 
executive commission assembled at the Luxembourg. They 
had lieen informed the previous day of what was coming, 
but they believed that the demonstration would be a peace- 
ful one. Nevertheless, orders that all needful precautions 
l)e taken were given to Caussidiere and to General Courtais, 
conmiander of the National Guard, who was given supreme 
control.* About ten-thirty Longepicd and some fdlo^- 
inemlKTS of the Gub des Clubs called at the Luxembourg; 
they fcaretl that the manifestation might become hostile to 
the government and invade the Palais Bourbon, and they 
ottered to circulate throuii^h the crowd and do their best to 
restrain it. Franc^ois .\rago encouraged them in their pur- 
IK)Sc, and Ijcdru-Rollin gave them a pass to the Assembly 
building. Ixmgepied arrived there too late to stop the in- 
vasion and proceeded to the Hotel de Ville in order to tr}* 
to prevent the recognition of an insurrectionary govenunent. 
There he was arrested, but he was soon set at liberty by 
IxMlru-Rollin.' 

The five meml)ers of the executive commission then in 
session at the LuxemlnKirg decided to separate, Arago and 

* F*.>r accusations, sec Falloux 1 : ?.2.?-3 : Chamicr 267- 39R. 

* Sfoniteur for 1S4H, p. 1051 ; lx«iru at Uarbcs trial in Momitenr /^ 
i^^fj. I>p- 04/-^; CauAsidicrc in Qucntin-Iiauchart Report i : 144. Dupoi>, 
an editor of the R^fi>rmf, ha«l written to Ixdru and Landrin urytaf 
the arrest of HIanqui. — Rijormf. November 13, 184& 

•I.e«l:u in SjKTch of .\u^st j<. iS4i*. Discours politiqnts a: 46-7; 
I»nne;»:e.l. I>c:aire. and p^'ice-agent Picot in Quentin-Rauchart Report 
i.3K». -TJ. lyy. I^njcepicl ijq, \Va*»rrniann 173-185; Gamier- Paces 
u ur: Hupoty in Reformr, No\enU>rr i.^. \^^. The <»nl)r reaion that 
\'i\c Oucr.tin-Iiauchart Cmmittcr of InNeivtii^'ati'm irave t> reject Lonc^- 
picd'i pacific m"!i\c^ ua> that aftrr hi% intrr\iew with Arago and LeUrv 
Le ate iunch liefore prucerii:;^' i«> t!»e I'aUi* B >ur!K>n. 
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whether you have ever seen the people take a military pdtt 
by assault ; iron bars are playthings in their hands ; nothio; 
can resist them." ^ 

The mob invaded the assembly hall. The deputies were 
indignant. Ledru-Rollin, Louis Blanc, Barbes showed by 
their countenances and their gestures as much afBiction as 
the members of the right. Louis Blanc demanded silence 
out of respect for the right of petition. Raspail, encour- 
aged by some representatives, amid the protests of others, 
read the plea for Poland. Then President Bucbez told the 
mob that now that their petition had been heard they should 
retire. Raspail shouted energetically " Those who do not 
retire are not good republicans.*' But Huber insisted on 
the procession marching past through the assembly halL 
Barbes now mounted the platform. Amid cheers he spoke in 
favor of Poland, but urged the people to leave the halL 
His words were having some effect when the sound of the 
raf>pel was heard outside. The mob became frantic. To 
gain time Buchez sent a counter-order to stop the rappti, 
knowing that this counter-order would arrive too late to 
have any effect. HIanqui made a plea for Poland, but soon 
began a series of violent digressions which had no bearing 
on the subject. 

I^dru-Rollin had been exerting himself to reach the tri- 
bune, and at last (it was alK>ut lialf past two) he achieved 
his crf>jcct. He said : 

Citizens. I speak htre not as a nieml)cr oof the executive 
power, for I have nf>t consulted with my colleagues; I speak 
as a citizen, as a deputy. . . . Vou have expressed your desire 
.... that swavcd !»v the feeline «»f fmlcniitv France should 
extend its hand to the j>e<.ple f»f Poland, i Ifurrah for 
P'^iandf) Certainly the oh'-rd that stir-* vour heart stirs 

* fbiii.. ai7-A Sf« a!*rt Oumttn-Batichart Report i : 311. For Ltdni's 
exculpation of .-Mbert. see Itarbrs trial tn R/ forme, Mardi Si. iftigi 
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whether you have ever seen the people take a miliury pdSt 
by assault; iron bars are playthings in their hands; noclun^ 
can resist them." ^ 

The mob invaded the assembly hall. The deputies were 
indignant. Ledru-Rollin, Louis Blanc, Barbes showed by 
their countenances and their gestures as much afflictiofi as 
the members of the right. Louis Blanc demanded silence 
out of respect for the right of petition. Raspail, encour- 
aged by some representatives, amid the protests of others. 
read the plea for Poland. Then President Buchez tdd the 
mob that now that their petition had been heard they should 
retire. Raspail shouted energetically '' Those who do not 
retire are not good republicans.*' But Htiber insisted 00 
the procession marching past through the assembly halL 
Barbes now mounted the platform. /Vmid cheers he spoke in 
favor of Poland, but urged the people to leave the halL 
His words were having some effect when the sound of the 
rappcl was heard outside. The mob became frantic. To 
gain time Buchez sent a counter-order to stop the rap^. 
knowing that this counter-order would arrive too late to 
have any effect. Blanc|ui made a plea for Poland, l)ut soon 
fxrgan a series of violent digressions which had no bearing 
on the subject. 

Ixdru-kollin had l)ecn exerting himself to reach the tri- 
bune, and at last < it was alK>ut half past two) he achieved 
his object. He said: 

Citizens. I speak here not a-i a mcmlKrr oof the executive 
jM)\ver. for I havr not c^-insultcd with my colleagues; I speak 
as a citizen, as a «lef»uty. . . . ^'ou have expressed your desire 
.... that swavcd l»v the fr«*lini» «»f fntcmitv France should 
extend its han«l to the w*<.p1e <if r«>lanfl. \ Hurrah f<^ 
P^l3nd!\ iVrtainlv the oh'-rd t!int <\t^ vmuf heart stir« 

» !h\d.. 047-^ Sc* a!*o Qumtir.-TUuchart Rrp'^rt 1 :3li. For Lrdni's 
exculpation of Altcrt. stt Barbrs trial in K/forme, March ai. lfti9. 
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Raspail and others still tried to induce the mob to retire, bat 
Huber and his friends continued the disorder. Huber c\Tn 
declared the legislature dissolved. Finally the cry arose: 
To the Hotel de Ville! Barbes, Albert, and a large part of 
the crowd set out to go thither ; Louis Blanc was carried off 
in the arms of the people, but he escaped at the first op- 
portunity. 

I^dru, seeing that he could do nothing in the asscmbir 
hall and fearing lest the mob should try and force him to 
join them, had gone into the courtyard. There, he says, 
'* I was met and surrounded by men who wished to ooadoct 
me to the citv hall. I declared that I would never be carried 
there alive. I even drew a pistol with which to shoot 
mvself in case the violence towards me did not cease.** ^ 
I^dru retired to the apartment of the concierge. Theft 
he was found by a group of a hundred loyal citizens who 
wished him to head them in an attack on the insurgents. 
lie was in a state of extreme agitation and explained the 
necessity of awaiting at least one of his colleagues befoft 
acting. But Ledru despatched one of the citizens to the 
Hotel <le V'ille with the following verl>al message: "Order 
the commandant to hold firm, to maintain order as best he 
can. to avoid the shedding of blood. Inform him that, dead 
or alivf, the executive commission will arrive at the Hotel 
<le \'ille at exactly half (Kist five. If it is impossible for 
me to join any of my colloagues. I shall go alone. I give you 
my word of honour." With great ditTiculty the messenger 
delivered this promise.' Another similar communication 
was sent to the headquarters of the National Guard.* 

' Qucntiii-Hauchart RcjKirt i .^11. Cj. Ix'lru at Rarbcs trial, .I/m*- 
r.-iir for 1S4J, i». CX17: 'iarnirr-I*ai:i-s t>:-\iH; Barn^ J:i«^: Rt>Kin 2\ 
.^15: I.amaninc 2: 2!t*i\. Stern yj/y^ Ki^r% an c^aU^Atc hut improbable 
ricci^'.ini <-«f thi« a«!vcnturc. 

• rrar\. .■* wlin was the Tr.iN%mi:cr. in Oumtin-Hauchart Rcpi>rt 1: 
.■»■>- J 10. 

' Mu:hrau «rOriKny at Harlics trial. Monitmr for J840, p. tfIS 
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Raspail and others still tried to induce the mob to retire, but 
Huber and his friends continued the disorder. Huber even 
declared the legislature dissolved. Finally the cry arose: 
To the Hotel de I'Ule! Barbes, Albert, and a large part of 
the crowd set out to go thither; Louis Blanc was carried off 
in the arms of the people, but he escaped at the first op- 
portunity. 

Ledru, seeing that he could do nothing in the assembly 
hall and fearing lest the mob should try and force him to 
join them, had gone into the courtyard. There, he sa)rs, 
'* I was met and surrounded by men who wished to conduct 
me to the citv hall. I declared that I would never be carried 
there alive. I even drew a pistol with which to shool 
mvself in case the violence towards me did not cease.'' ^ 
I^dru retired to the a{)artment of the concierge. There 
he was found by a group of a hundred loyal citizens who 
wished him to head them in an attack on the insurgents. 
He was in a state of extreme agitation and explained the 
necessity of awaiting at least one of his colleagues before 
acting. But Ledru despatched one of the citizens to the 
Hotel de Ville with the following verlial message: ** Order 
the commandant to hold firm, to maintain order as best he 
can, to avoid the shedding of blood. Inform him that, dead 
or alive, the executive commission will arrive at the Hotel 
de Ville at exactly half (>ast five. If it is impossible for 
me to join any of my colleagues, I shall go alone, I give you 
my word of honour.** With great difticulty the messenger 
delivered this promise.* .Xnother similar communicatioii 
was sent to the headquarters of the National Guard.* 

'Qucntin-IUuchart Report i:.iii. Cf. I^«Iru at Barbel trial, 3fom- 
tcur for 184'^, p. oir: ^^jarnicr- PaRr* 0:-'.^: Barrot ^:I95; Robm a: 
2*i^\ I^martinc 2: jA6. Stem j:y>-^ Kt^c^ An c!ah>Tatc but improbable 
account of this adventure. 

' Fran^oi^. »hn «as the mr^sengcr. in Quentin-Baudurt Report i: 
* Ilutheau d'Orignjr at Barbes trial. Moniteur for 1840, p. gi6. 
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Meanwhile the Assembly had continued its session* listen- 
ing to reports as to the quelling of the insurrection and 
arrest of the leaders, proposing drastic mesures against all 
who were suspected of a part in the revolt. It refused to 
listen to Louis Blanc, who desired to prove his own in- 
nocence. Gamier- Pages gave an account of how the ex- 
ecutive commission had conducted itself. Lamartine re- 
turned with Ledru and told what they had done. Marie 
declared that the government must retire and the session 
was closed after voting that the National Guard had de- 
served well of the country. 

During the evening of this crowded day Ledru, Lamar- 
tine, and some companions went to see General Courtais 
who had l>een imprisoned, for they telievcd him merely in- 
ca|>able not culf>al>le.* At two o'clock in the morning Caus- 
sidicre appeared before the pro\nsional government. He 
made a bold defence of his conduct during the day and, 
enumerated his services to the repuMic. First, all the 
members of the executive commission had been inclined to 
dismiss the prefect of |)olice, but after Caussidiere had 
spoken, only Arago and Marie cast their ballots for dis- 
missal.' But Caussidiere soon realized that it would after 
all l)e best to resign, and the next day his resignation was 
accepted. In his place was appointed Trouvc-Chauvel, the 
prominent citizen of I^ Mans who had obtained Ledni*t 
election under the July monarchy and his rejection in the 
recent election. The I.iberte declarctl that Ledru showed 
his colleagues a letter which he had received from Trouvt- 
Chauvel, in which the latter had explained that he could no 
longer support the author of the March circular and of the 

' Ijcdru at Barber trial. Sfcmitmr for /^/v. p. 047; Gamicr-Pig^ 9: 

•CauMuJirrc 2: 140. 150-1 ; Favrc in Qucnttn-Hauchart Report t:aft>; 
Garnicf-Pagrs 9: Jyo-j; Stem j:6t>-i. 
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three named resigned their positions and became the deter- 
mined opponents of the government Cremieux, though 
supported I»y his superiors, also fdt it necessary to hand in 
his resignation. The events of May 15 had been the first 
blow to the executive commission, for it had shown its in* 
capacity in defending the capital. This dispute was the 
second blow, revealing a split in the government itsdf. 
For days baseless rtmiors circulated that Ledni, Lamartine, 
even Gamier-Pages had resigned.* 

The weakness of the executive on May 1 5 made clear the 
necessity for a definition of its powers so that it might know 
what action it could take in case another riot were threatened. 
The government had drawn up a bill defining the rdations 
of the executive to the legislature. The committee to whom 
the government draft had been submitted had made a few 
modifications and there was much discussion on these minor 
points. The greatest difference of opinion arose over the 
question as to whether the commision should have the right 
to sound the rapptl or whether this privilege should be en* 
trusted only to the president of the Assembly. Ledni was 
the government spokesman. He declared that he saw no 
fundamental changes in the modifications. He insisted that 
the executive power must be strong: he blamed the coo- 
ser\'atives for wishing to refuse the commission a necessary 
power because they disliked those who would exercise it. 
** Distinguish between men and the offices they hold. I 
have attacked men: I have never attacked their offices. 
What I wished as a member of the opposition, I wish today 
as a member of the government, ... I repeat: What is 
necessary is a strong government that it may arouse the 

* Police rrport in Quentin-Baochart Report i: I9Q: Co^ititmtiomut, 
Optmon pubiiqHf, Organis<Ai%on du Traiml. Prfsse. June 7; CamrUr 44 
la Chambrf. Esprit matiomai, OrganUation du Travail, June 8; Bammet 
Rouge, June II. 
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CHAPTER XIV 
The June Days 

After May 15 monarchists and ultra-revolutionists con- 
tinued their public agitation. The scurrilous newspaper of 
the extremists, the Pire Duchene, planned a great demoo- 
stration for Sunday, June 11, in the form of a banquet 
under the walls of Vincennes prison where were incarcerated 
those arrested on May 15. Lamartine and Ledru desired 
to remove the prisoners; Arago, Marie, and Gamier- Pag^ 
considered a concentration of troops in the vicinity the 
wisest measure. All precautions were needless, for the 
banquet was abandoned/ 

Trouble was feared from the National Workshops. When 
the establishment of a ministrv of lalx>r had been refused 
to Louis Blanc, Marie, minister of public works, had opened 
up workshops where manual lalx>r was given to all wocic* 
ingmen out of a position. The scheme was fundamentaOy 
opposed to Louis Blanc*s principles, and neither he nor 
Ledru-Rollin had any direct connection with the Workshops. 
Their head, Emile Thomas, was an avowed partisans of the 
moderates.' L'nder the provisional government Marie had 
tried to use the Workshops as a force against the radicals. 
But so large had they grown that it was impossible to find 

> Esfrii naiional, June 8; Organitatum dm Trotrnf, June 91 18481 

'Thomas i : 35w^3- Higonnct. the organixer of the firti attem^ ai 
National Workshops, was ** imposed 00 us bjr Ledru •Rotltn,'* tajrt 
Thomas 40: this was the onljr mention of Ledns't cooncctsoQ made bf 
Thomas in his vdume on the Workshopt. 
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to starvation. Accordingly the workingmen were to be sent 
to various parts of the country where they might find bread 
and work." * 

The monarchists also were scheming for the return of 
their \'arious candidates to the throne. Most active were 
the Bonapartists. According to Gamier-Pages, they even 
approached Ledru-Rollin. A follower of Louis NapdeoOt 
who was grateful to Ledru for some past actions, urged him 
to join the party which would soon gjasp power. Ledru 
replied : " If I did not know you and if I were not restrained 
by the confidential character of j^our proceeding, I shoukl 
have you arrested immediately as a plotter." * 

The question of Louis Napoleon Bonaparte was one that 
vexed the executive commission sorely. Twice under Louis 
Philipi)e this pretender had attempted to seize the crown. 
To the republic he had sent an offer of service, but his sup- 
porters were constantly wcaNnng plots in his behalf. His 
complicity in them cannot be proved, but it is not tmlikeiy 
that he favored them e\'en if he did not actually take part in 
their preparation. He had been elected to the Constituent 
Assembly in four departments, but there was a law upon 
the statute books exiling all meml)ers of the Bonaparte 
family from France. The government had not enforced 
this law in the case of three of his cousins, Iwit thev w*ere 
not pretenders. What was to be the official attitude toward 
the head of the family? The government was tmanimous 
apainst allowinfzf him to return to France, and it had sent 
orders for his arrest if he should attempt to cross the fron- 
tier.' His cf>llcagues apj>rovc(l when I^lru-Kollin said at 
a council meeting: 

* lVIc>cIu/c trial in Hhf^lui^n Ax^mocrati^Mf rt sociaU, March IJ» 

' Gam cr-Pa^ft-* 11:95. 

* Ciarn:cr-raKr< K»: 2«;i-.^. Cas:cl!arc 4^ ^79 writes: * In June. iftA • 
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Jules Favre spoke first; he claimed that the govenunem 
through its usual mouthpiece, Cremieux, had agreed to the 
election of Prince Louis. WTien Ledni denied this, a 
violent altercation ensued in which Favre made a scathing 
attack on the government, and particularly on Ledru and 
Cremieux. Favre then ridiculed the fear of this Bonaparte 
and ended by advocating his admission to the Assembly. 
Buchez was against admission. *' It is not a mere citizen 
who presents himself, but Prince Louis Napoleon/* he said. 
\'arious orators spoke pro and con on the subject One 
ridiculed Lamartine*s account of the previous day, for the 
uprising turned out to be a very small riot. A letter from 
the al>sent prince was read, supposed to reveal the disinter* 
estedness of that individual who did not wish to trouble the 
re|)ut)lic by forcing himself on it as a deputy. 

At last Ledru obtained the floor. He spoke in the name 
of the go\Tmment which must enforce an existing law. 
The very fact that the Assembly was discussing its abroga- 
tion or susi)en5ion proved its existence. Popular sovereignty 
was not in question, for the vote of three departments wis 
not the vote of France. So had declared the authors of the 
constitution of 1793. To admit Louis Napoleon was to 
I)emiit a single department to elect Henry V or the Coant 
of Paris: * this would !« at>surd. The law was not abro- 
gated by the admittance of other members of the Ekxiapute 
family: that was an act of magnanimity to individuals who 
were not conspirators. Even if Ijcmxs Napoleon had not 
conspired himself, much had been done in his name. Ledru 
then gave N-arious details as to Ikmapartist intrigues. In 
the presence of these facts, he continued, the executive com* 
mission desired the enforcement of the law. The admit- 
tance of the pretender wmihl not cause the death of the re- 

* The Icgittmtft ind Orlcanbt (irctcndcrt. 
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not convince, for after a few more speeches and the read- 
ing of a letter in which Louis Napoleon declared his loyalty 
to the republic, the Assembly voted in favor of the admittance 
of the Bonapartist pretender to his seat. The majority was 
coni])osed of various elements. Many wished to show their 
hostility to the executive commission. Some were in- 
fluenced by Louis Napoleon's letters. A few members of 
the extreme left, such as Louis Blanc, were opposed to all 
laws of banishment. Thus the future emperor obtained his 
entry into the Assembly, but three days later that wily poli- 
tician sent in his resignation. Ledru-Rollin and Napoleon 
had come into conflict for the first time on Jime 13, 1848. 
Exactlv one vear later to the dav thev came into contlict 
again, and that was practically the end of Ledru-Rollin's 
legislative career. 

After the vote adverse to the executive commission was 
announced, the rumor spread that Ledru, even that the 
whole government had resigned.* For once rumor had a 
certain fotmdation. At the evening meeting of the execu- 
tive commission on June 13 Ledru and Lamartine expressed 
their desire to resign. Arago and Marie were willing to 
do the same, but Gamier-Pages opposed a withdrawal in a 
time of danger. Ledru explained that his resignation would 
not be the abandonment of the republic, but on the contrary, 
a most efficacious way of devoting himself to it: in 'opposi- 
tion he could join his friends of the Mountain in a war on 
all reactionaries and pretenders.' 

On June 14 the executive commission held a meeting with 
the ministers and other prominent officials like Ma>'or 
Marra<t. .\ deputation appeared from the Palais SaHonat. 
the hcad(iuarters of the club of the moderates. Glais* 

> C'*nftitutionmri Palrir. PfufU Constiluamt, June 14: Lam^%pm^ 
June 15. 

* Garnicr-ragrs 10: J94-S. 
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Meanwhile an instirrection was threatened and the execo- 
tive commission was aware of this. The police brought in 
continual reports of the probability of an uprising. The 
five chiefs of the government had done their utmost to 
collect sufficient troops at Paris. It is difficult to ascertain 
the size of the army in and about Paris or to determine 
whether more troops could have been stationed there with- 
out too much weakening the frontier. But one fact stands 
out clearly. Whereas Cavaignac* minister of war, may have 
done the t)est he could or may have shown incapacity, no 
blame can fall on the members of the executive commission. 
They were constantly urging that more troops be brought 
to Paris. If this was not done, it was due either to the 
necessity of maintaining the forces elsewhere or to the 
incapacity of the minister of war, the agent of the govern- 
ment in such matters. 

When he discussed this matter later, Ledru-RoUin went 
too far in his accusations. He placed the " insatiable ambi- 
tion of General Cavaignac " beside the intrigues of the 
monarchists and the suflferings of the proletariat as one of 
the chief causes of the insurrection of June. On this charge 
I^dni is unconvincing. The only evidence that he gave was 
certain douUful plots to overthrow the executive commis- 
sion in favor of the general and the small number of troops 
in Paris. As to the intrigues of the monarchists, Ledru 
provetl that partisans of the three pretenders took part in 
the uprising. Rut he exaggerates the part of these con- 
sen-atives and understimates the share of the ultra-revolu- 
tionaries. " The unfortunate people/* he claims, " were 
unconsciously the puppet of the old parties and the insane 
ambition of a soldier." ' 

'J'i»ij du Proscrit 2:4J-^ Sec aI*o ihitl., 1:191-2; i{)c(clirf on 
AnpuM ^. 1R48 and an June X 1874. Discours toHiiques 2-47-^ -rf^l-i; 
krA at the l>clc$c!uze trial. RMolmliom dhnocraiiquf ft sociait, Mudi 
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mediately, but the two military men present, Cavaignac, the 
minister of war, and Qement Thomas the conmiander of 
the National Guard, opposed this measure. The executive 
commission itself was unanimous in desiring to occupy the 
streets to prevent bloodshed. Ledru remarked that bar- 
ricades were contagious and that the first had to be pre- 
vented i f the>' were not to be multiplied indefinitely. General 
Cavaignac, on the other hand, asserted that it was a great 
military mistake to divide the forces. " Let the barricades 
be built and then retake them with superior forces," he said 
Vainly the five chief executives e\'oked the experience of the 
past. The council separated without coming to a decision. 
The two rival methods, that of prevention and that of con- 
centration had clashed for the first time.^ 

During the morning the left and the extreme left of the 
Assembly met together. It was decided that the\' could not 
eliminate one or two of the members of the executive com- 
mission for all were selected from the left ; they must either 
maintain the commissicKi intact or replace it by an entirely 
new government, for to eliminate any member would be to 
blame him and thereby weaken the left. The general feel- 
ing at the meeting was that the situation demanded a dic- 
tatorship. The names of Dupont dc TEure, Arago, Lam- 
artine and even Ijedru-Rollin were successively proposed 
as dictator and rejected. Finally the name of Givaignac 
was accepted.* .^ committee was appointed composed of 
DtKoux, Landrin. and Latrade: the two latter were friends 
of Ledru>Rollin but had broken with the government Oftf 

^ Bartheletny-St. Hilaire in spcccfa of No\'Cfnbcr 2$. iA|8 (quoted a* 
B.-St- H.>. Moniteur 3352. For rival statements as to troops, see QiirD* 
tin-Bauchart Report 1:312 for Ledru; speech of November 25. l&A 
Moniteur 3355, for Cavaignac Later in the morning Lamartine and 
Lcdru wandered through Paris to judge for themselves the true char- 
acter of the public meetings.— Gamier- Pages 11 : logu 

' Stem 2:201-2. 
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sion had seen on May 15 the need for unity of conunand 
and therefore gave Cavaignac complete control. Although 
disagreeing with him as to tactics, its members fdt that the 
military commander must be allowed his own plan of cam* 
paign. They were neither soldiers nor military experts and 
so they yielded to the minister of war. They thought wisely 
as statesmen who took into consideration mob psychology 
while Cax-aignac acted as a general who saw only an armed 
force to be defeated.^ 

After the early meeting Givaignac, Lamartine, Ledns, and 
Marie set out for the Assembly. Arago went to the twdfth 
arrondissement where with the help of the National Guard 
he prevented any insurrection. Ledru claims that he had 
distributed food in this section, thus *' contenting the arti- 
sans of the twelfth arrondissement who had come to me 
under the leadership of their mayor and had declared that 
they did not wish to take part in the revolt but that thejr 
were hungry." ' Gamier- Pages, left alone at the Luxem- 
bourg, thought that insufficient troops had been sent to 
protect the city hall, the Palais Bouitxxi, and the Luxem- 
bourg: he therefore gave orders that fresh regiments be 
sent to these places, but Cavaignac on his return counter- 
manded these orders. 

Later in the morning the executi%T commission held 
another meeting. Ntmierous demands for troops had ar- 
rived, for serious fighting had l)egun at ten o*clock. Cav* 
aignac adhered strictly to his plan and rejected all such re- 
quests. Ledru-Rollin insistwl warmly on furnishing the 
troops demanded by the commandant at the Porte St. Denis. 
The general was immovable in his decision; in an irritated 

' For fiifcus^ion of this meeting, tec minates of the executive commtt* 
?inn in Uuenttr-Bauchart Report J ^247; B.-St, 11^ J/i»«il/iir 3353; C^^ 
nier-PairH 11 : 125-134. 

• I 'oix du Froscrii 2 : 47. 
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About three-thirty General Cavaignac left headquarters to 
see how affairs were proceeding; he said that he would be 
absent not more than an hour. He did not return till nine in 
the evening, and I can never describe the tortures I underwent 
during his absence. All the mayors of Paris sent to me for 
reinforcements, all complained of not having troops, the 
National Guard cried treason, and there was I alone at head- 
quarters in a mortal anxiety beyond description. In the 
absence of my colleagues I took it on myself to write to the 
prefects and to demand all their forces that were near Paris. 
I hastened to send the order to .'\dmiral dsy that he should 
immediately send troops from Brest and Cherbourg. On the 
return of (General Cavaignac I admit that I showed great 
wrath.* 

Again on November 25, 1848 Ledru told the .Vssembly : 

M half past three the general departed and went to the 
barricarlcs: he declared that he would return in half an hoar. 
I know how his time was employed, tmt I shall not discuss that 
as that is not the question. Note carefully what passed. The 
executive commission was meeting in a room of the Palais 
Ik>url>on. All Paris, all the fauliourgs without exception, came 
to the two mcmlKTs present. M. Marie and me, came to us 
for f>rihTs. For hours, from thrcc-thirtv to nine o'clock, the 
gemr.ll. then fighting at the barricades .... was suprnoc 
comni.inder. and it was his dutv to \rt at the seat of authoritr. 
for the harricarles could \\c bravely defended by others, and 
there were sufficient br.i\r and illustrious generals. Iiut the 

* Oucntin-nauchart Report \:y\2\ cf. B.-St. H., Monitfur jijisJL It 
wa^i at !*:vc o'c!r<k that I^dru am! Marie »ent the following order to 
the prefect *-{ the Lower Seine < Rouen » : "Cttiieti prefect. The fac- 
tio:** h.ive thrfmti I\iri* into an rxtreme agitation. The ai^l of the 
.\'at:onaI Guarfl of your <lepartment i^ouL! \tc useful. SetiiJ it ii 
<!i;it(-!y to I'aris a« well .!« whatever tattalior.s of the army are at 
*!:^T«<.*a!. TTie minister of war shouI«l jrivc the necessary ordcn to- 
niirht. If hy chance they *^^^ n t arrt\e. let these take their place."*— 
l.i:!e Library, .Nc . rj^s, p. f^x. See appendix. 
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is defeated, I would rather retire to the plain of St. Denis amd 
there offer battle to the uprising,^ 

Cavaignac wished to leave again and go to bed at the 
ministry of war. Ledru-Rollin opposed this; he declared 
that the members of the executive commission were worn 
out and yet remained at their post, that a moment of negli- 
gence might mean a calamity, and that the General ought 
not to leave. Cavaignac deigned no reply, but instead of 
leaving he went into an adjoining room and threw himself- 
ui>on a couch. The soldier slept while the civilian, Ledni- 
Rollin, kept watch. Alxnit three o'clock firing began again, 
and at half-i>ast four headquarters were aroused by a staff 
officer. The officer was told that Cavaignac was sleeping 
but he insisted on seeing him. The officer with difficulty wmt 
induced to let Ledru-Rollin take his place in awakening the 
commander-in-chief. Cavaignac merely repeated his orders 
to keep the regulars mas.sed and inactive. Thus the night 
wore slowlv on. At seven o'clock the executive commissioo 
held a short meeting and then Gamier- Pages started for 
another tour of the mavoralties.' 

The Assembly had passed an exciting day on the twenty- 
third. A permanent session had f)cen decreed early in the 
sitting. The .\sseml>ly disregarded the suggestion of issuing 
a circular to appease those insurgents who were sincere 
and had no ulterior motives. It listened to reports as to 
the progress of the insurrection and the measures of the 
government ; it heard the accounts of Lamartine, Cavaignac* 
and Gamier- Pages. The session was suspended at mid* 
night. 

* Uuenttn-Bauchart Report i:3i«»-3. Cf, B.-St. H.. ManUrmr 31$4; 
I^tcx ^47-^ I^cdni aNo accuse*! Cavaifcnac of causirifc a cSeUy in die 
arrival f»f cannon which he. I.ef!ru. had ordered up from Nlncenneft.— 
See Ix-'Iru in Qumttn-Rauchart Report i : 312-3 and Cavaiinsac 00 
\rn:»ier jc. 1R48, Monitor 33^6-3^^}. 3364. 

• H -St. H., Mimitmr 3354-5. 
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By the monting of Jane 24, as the insuiTection tpfod and 
H> measures were taken to pcerent the btnldim of bafn- 
citfka, the majority of the Assembly began openly to ex- 
press its desire for a concentration of power. lalradf and 
hn coneagues had already tried imsaccessftiDy to indnoe 
Carasfnac to accept the dictatorship. The conservatives of 
the Rise de Poitiers had expressed the same desire. In this 
are can lunr see one of the ironies of history, although it 
dKl not bect«ne known until November. The executive com- 
mu%Aum% which had desired to stop the building of the bar- 
ricades and to attack the insurgents, was to be remo ved be- 
caase its ad%*ice had not been accepted, and it was to be re- 
placed by the minister of war, the very man on whose in- 
M ts g J Kc the plan of prevention had been abandoned. Tims 
tkr .Assembly entirely approving the policy of the cxecatsve 
rwnmission, wished to overthrow the commission and put 
the <hctatorship in the hands of that member of the cabinet 
policy is distrusted It certainly was the height of 
y to entrust the sole power to the chief advocate of the 
fyHfiu of concentration. 

Soard. who had s u cceeded Bochei as president of the 
K%*mit>i\\ cjktnt to (liirti^^ with Caraignac a new executive. 
TV cvnrral ckrlarrt! that he would make no efforts to be- 
<rwrw <lictatcif. hut if it wcfc the wiikh of the .\ssemi>lv. he 
• -i»£.l acrr^ the respon^ifiility of f^ovemment ; he left the 
ruirrr m!:rdy In the A^^cmNy Scnard saw al*o the ex- 
rrufitr cr*nmi*%ion (iamier-Pagrs declared that the good 
.»t !Sr c»iunt ry wa* hi* hrst thought and that the government 
"^J fvic rr^ij:n in a tmic of dani^r. His colleagues agreed 
w -rh him an<! rrfufcd ti> alKlicate. Senard left, determined 
t > 4r> hit Ve^t to overt hrrm- the executive commission in 
f^tr of i!% opposition.* 
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The meeting of the Assembly on June 24 opened at eight 
o'clock in the morning. After President Senard had re- 
ported on the progress of the uprising and after a motioo 
for a secret session had been rejected, the Assembly passed 
three motions. A permanent session was decreed by un- 
animous vote; a state of siege, by a decided majority; and 
by a small majority "all power is entrusted to General 
Cavaignac." Three members of the extreme left protested 
against the state of siege. Quentin-Bauchart and Jules 
Favre desired to remove the executive commission by a 
specific decree, but the Chamber wished to spare the five 
members this humiliation and merely implied their removal 
by appointing Cavaignac over their heads. 

In the meantime a new discussion had opened at head- 
quarters in the Palais Hourlx>n. It was too late to pre* 
vent the building of barricades, but they might be attacked 
immediately. This was the advice of Ledru and his col- 
leagues. But the General was inflexible and the insistence 
irritated him. He refused.^ Finally the news of the ap- 
pointment of Cavaignac as dictator arrived. «Vccording to 
Gamier-Pages, he and I^amartine were glad of the deliver- 
ance. Marie felt the injustice of their removal. Arago 
smiled. ** M. Ledru-Rollin found it bizarre to be thus re- 
jected l)y the national representatives whom he had defended 
so energetically against a Bonapartist insurrection which he 
could liave transformed into an ultra-democratic revolu- 
tion by taking its leadership and accepting the diaatorship.'* ' 



^ Ibid., 3J55. Barthelciny-St. lliUirc places at thb point the 
of Cavaignac about cutting his throat if one of his companies were di#» 
armed and preferring to tight on the plains of St. Denis. 

• Gamier- Pages 11 : ^. Cf. Hugo i : 35^-9. who says : ** M. Ledm- 
Ro!!t:t. \cry rctV was sitting on the edge of the table. M. Gamier-] 
very pale and lying in an armchair, made a great contrast to him. 
antithesis was complete. Gamier- Pages, spare and long-haired; Ledrg- 
RoIIin. stout ami bald.** 
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by rejecting the first offers of a dictatorship, and on the 
twenty-fourth he openly avowed his position before the com- 
mission. However, he never admitted until the foUowini; 
November that he was responsible for the failure to attack 
the barricades; it is quite possible that, if he had made a 
declaration to that effect to Senard, he would never have 
received the dictatorship. 

To sum up, the executive commission showed energy and 
ability in facing the insurrection and there was no good 
reason for removing it at that time. Cavaignac had few 
qualifications for the position thrust upon him; he was a 
competent soldier, an honest man, and the brother of a great 
republican, Godefroy Cavaignac. 

For several days the legislature met, merely to listen to 
reports of the progress of the insurrection. Cavaignac had 
at last concentrated his troops, and after frightful carnage 
the uprising was finally suppressed. On June 26 the At- 
semUy voted a commission of inquiry into the affairs of 
May 1 5 and June 23 ; the next day it decreed the deporta- 
tion of the rebels; on the twenty-eighth it voted that Cav* 
aignac, Senard, and Mgr. Affre, Archbishop of P^ris, who 
had been killed during the re\'oIt, had deserved wdl of 
France. The old ministry of course fell with the executive 
commission and on June 18 the new ministry was announced. 
Senard was minister of the interior and the other member! 
of the cabinet were all moderates, chiefly men connected 
with the National, The assembly showed that it did not 
withdraw its favor from all the members of the fallen gov* 
emment, for it elected Marie as its president, and Arago 
became chairman of the seventh bureau. But is viewed 
with disfavour Ledru-Rollin, Lamartine, even Gamier* 
Pages. Rumors were even current that the two foroMT 
would be arrested.* 

* Timtfs, Jaoe ap; Nomuabj a: Oe>-i ; Boodc jij. 
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June Days. This committee was composed almost sold/ 
of conservatives. It chose as its president the veteran 
Odiion Barrot, as reporter the young but equally unfair 
Quentin-Bauchart. The committee summoned a large 
number of witnesses. Ledru» for instance, was questioned 
July 5.* The committee soon shou-ed that it was deter- 
mined to do everything it could to discredit the provisional 
government. It extended its investigations far beyond the 
limits prescribed and inquired into ever>'thing that could be 
found against the members of the provisional govemment* 
and in particular against Ledru-Rollin and Louis Blanc, 
and also Caussidiere. Rumors of its work spread abroad, 
and it was frequently stated that I>ouis Blanc, Caussidiere, 
Ledru, and even I^martine, would soon join Barbes and 
Blanqui at X'^incennes." 

On August 3 the committee of investigation was ready 
to rqx)rt. Quentin-Bauchart was its spokesman. He be- 
gan with the causes of May 15 and June 23; he dwelt on 
the actions of certain meml>ers of the provisional govern- 
ment, on the circulars of I^ru-Rollin and the BuUttins of 
the Republic, read parts of the notorious sixteenth bulletin, 
mentioned the dissensions in the government, ascribed the 
Belgian fiasco to the minister of the interior, dwelt upon 
the unrest caused by the activities of the Luxembourg • and 
of the National Workshops. He then considered the crises 
tliat had occurred under the provisional government. He 

* For acc'^tunt nf fictitious and absurd visit of Qucnttn-Bauchart to 
I^dru. sc< CiQulois. Fclmiary 28. 1874. 

' L4md<>n Momtni] I'ost, July I. -». qu"tr<l in Kfforme, July 7. 1R4S: 
Nornuinby .»:Su-t. Hi/; Hoinlc 2\2. ^J»>. J4J-4 The lA.M-fijmed p^usasc 
sfatr\ " I know tor crrtain that Srnard applini for leave to take pitK 
cei'Iint;^ aK'ain«t I^martir.e and Ix«iru-RoIIin. and that it has bccs 
rrfu%ed f.»r fear it would shake the repuhlic.** 

* \ rommi*%i. 41 presided t»\er l»y I^Hiis HIanc ani! cncrmed with di»- 
cu\siiin 01 laN^r questions. 
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I have need of printed documents? ... I appeal to all shades 
of opinion. I say that the Assembly should be astounded at 
the report it has heard. Yes, astounded ; for such a precedent 
has not existed in the worst days of legisbtive assemblies 
.... Whenever there have been tribunals, whenever there 
have been general investigations by l^slatures, there have 
been individuals accused, castigated, but nothing, nothing, 
like this. Once only .... after the Ninth of Thermidor; there 
is no other example. And you know how that report whidi 
tried to stain the reputation of the great incorruptible of the 
Revolution, has t>een despised by history! Do you wish that 
reputation ? Shall I speak of the revolutionary tribunal ? Oh 
there to l>e sure the accused was brought before the court, he 
gave his name, he was condemned. But in what a situatioa 
were the juilges! In the presence of foreigners and of fac* 
tions agitating within! . . . Arc we today in the same situa- 
tion? .\nd vet what have vou done? You have accused 
some, you have attackc<l others, and you have not confronted 
them with a single witness, not one! You kept no minutes. 
and yet you say that that docs not matter, for later the courts 
of justice will inter\'ene. .\nd what is your justice to me? 
A materia] penalty! The loss of my liberty I What do I 
care for that? Did not I sacrifice all such considerations on 
I*^el)ruar>' 24? ... In marching to the Hotel de Ville I said 
to the friend the |)eople had just given me, I said to Lamartine: 
ll'c are marchmg to C'a/ttiry. ... I have no fear of yoor 
material penalties. . . . What dcMrs affect me is the opinion 
of the countf}'. is calumny. . . . For three months attempts 
have been made to kill me morally. But out of respect for 
this revolution in peril I have kept silent; I have remained 
mute. /\nd I am still to wait four mortal davs. You must 
allow me to explain without waiting for the printing of your 
rei)ort and your confinnatory d'KTuments. I shall do so briefly 
without hatred, without anger. 

At x\\\> point I-e<lru disavowed resiK>nsil>ility for the six- 
teenth Imlletin. denietl that hv hail had any jwrt in conspiracies 
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urged that the date for the real discussion on the report 
be fixedf but no decision was made that day. After short 
protests by Caussidiere and Louis Blanc the session dosed. 

The committee of investigation had gone too far. The 
Assembly was willing to take a few steps backwards on the 
road to reaction, but it was not as yet willing to retreat as 
far as had the committee. It still possessed some of that 
feeling of general good-fellowship with which in the open- 
ing session it had hailed the republic. Ledru-RoUin h^l 
exactly gaged the sentiment of his audience ; he did not onoe 
strike a false note. His plea for fairness, his plea for ooo- 
cord was received with sympathy. Cavaignac had responded 
to it when he held out his hand. Marrast had responded 
to it when he gave Ledru credit for his part on April l6. 
Lcdru had the country with him. Only the Dfbais, the 
Constitutioncl. and the Azrnir Xational had a good word 
to say for the committee, and their praise was not tmalloyed.^ 
The Dcbats, while blaming the provisional gov e rn m e n t and 
saying: ** I^ru-Rollin in particular governed as a party 
man," added: " I-^dru-Rollin defended himself with true 
warmth and with accents bv which it was hard not to be 
affectwl/* The Constitutiopinel sus[)endcd its judgment, 
admitted that the cliarges against l^edru were purely 
political, and declared: ** He spoke with conviction. The 
warmth of his speech, which sometimes sins by excess, was 
today in perfect liarmony with the case." The republican 
papers were emphatic. The governmental Sationai wrote: 
** I'^rance will learn with sorrow what happened today. . . . 
The rq)ort threatens to sow new germs of division and 
discord. . . . M. I^ru-Rollin's truly elo(|uent speech pro- 
duced a profound impression." ' * 

^ Cradis 1:213. 

^ !\'bits. ConstttutioHtuI, S'atuma!, August $. 
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astounding triumphs of revolutionary eloquence. Thai 
left with the Assembly the impression that if Ledni-RoDta 
while in power did not show himself as prudent, as moderate 
as possible, if he sometimes swerved regrettably from the path 
of duty, he remains by his temperament, by his ability, a 
powerful defender of liberty, who exercises a decisive and 
salutary action upon the country at critical moments. The 
enemies of Ledru-Rollin gave him a chance for a good defense 
by their outrageous severity and have aided him against their 
wishes in reestablishing himself in public opinion.* 

Even Lord Normanby admitted : '* The feeling of unfair- 
ness at the proceedings was very general. . . . The nuumer 
of Ledru-Rollin was for the first time very favorable to 
him. ... His whole bearing was that of an honest man.** * 

The accusations of the committee of investigation were 
unfair, almost absurd, and Ledru-Rollin's eloquent rebuttal 
united an admirable refutation of the charges with pleas 
for harmony. Me had thrown back the imputation of party 
feeling on his accusers. The report was not a bludgeon but 
a boomerang. 

The efforts of the extreme left were now directed to- 
ward securing an early discussion of the report. Ledm 
demanded on .August 5 that a day be set by the Assembly 
for that purpose. Barrot explained that the committee was 
doing its best to have the testimony printed, but he added : 
" I declare that the details of the report are merely a weak 
expression of the testimony." .Again it was Ledm who 
replied. He once more pleaded for haste, and then scath- 
ingly rel)ukecl Barrot for the unjustifiable remark whidi 
embittered the discussion. Qucntin-Bauchart promised to 
do his best to expedite the printing. ** You are interested 

' Stern : Lrttrts rfpuhlicaints. No. Q. pp. 5-6. 
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m delay, we in hastcnttif the dttcositoii,** tnterjeded Ledra. 
For this remark President Marrast niihOy rcbokcd htm. 
Caossidiert supported the leader of the Mowtfain, bol 
BuToc insisted that it was as yet impotsible to fix a day for 
the deflate, and the Assembly agreed with him. Agm the 
haoaurt ol the day lay with the left They had shown 
their desire that the truth be revcnlcd whercms the right 
throdgfa Barrot's remark had even more dcmrly displayed 
CBjost partitanship.* 

On August 9 Louis BUnc r e n ewed the discussion. 
Momay. a conservative member of the inresdgiting com* 
■ttttcr. now ga\-e the radicals a new ground for comphint ; 
he resigned from the committee becftuse not all the tests- 
many coliccted was to be printed. Bauchart protested thnt 
coty a few documents had been omitted as unfsamlial 
Lomf BUnc teiied the point and developed it Bauchart, 
OB whom Barrot let fall the brunt of the debate, again r^ 
phed amid numerous interruptions from Ledra and his 
ff^«vl4 N(^hinjj was decidcti On August 12 the matter 
mx» A^;:i Sfoufjht up The twenty-first was suggested for 
the «liKu*%Mci ni ilur rqxjrt ** T(X) late." declared Ledru, 
t^c the \^%cniMy decided on that or the following day. 
Lrdru rvtractcti a promise from lYtsident Marrast that all 
the tr-itmvfu should be printed. 

^!r4nm hsir the AssemNy had taken up the question of 
•he pent ar.d a law lud been proposed for the bonding 
i .jitTu^HHrmrni I c»t new s papers This meant that every 
ar-»i5a;irT nm*t dq>*>*it with the authorities a certain sum 
r,i n; €^\ 'rn which the government could draw for any 
frx-i -•'icirt! Ixniis Hlanc opposed the law. declaring that 
rSr ''^^r*\ (»f i\vc pre^s was the corollary of universal suf- 
f f i;r^ and ?Ka! a depmit of money was no guarantee against 

If 7-m .•/»# f • ,'$.9 j^ lA^-^ Fof dittortrd 
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abuse of the right of free sprech. Felix Pyat protested 
against any restrictions upon the press. Mathieu dt la 
Drome asserted that requiring a bond was equivalent to re- 
establishing the censorship. Other orators suggested as 
substitutes jutry trials for infraction of the law or the in* 
fliction of fines without a preliminary dqx)6it9 or they 
denounced the plan as monarchical or illiberal. The de- 
fenders of the proposal were of two types. Some* like 
Leon Faucher, pointed out the troubles which had been 
caused by the newspapers during May and June and insisted 
on a permanent law controlling them. Others, like the chief 
government orator, the new minister of justice, Marie, de* 
fended the project as temporary and as necessary during 
the disturbed times. 

Ledru*s opinions were as follows: 

First let me define clearly what we want: liberty of thought 
— all the world is in accord on that; respect for authority— « 
without this, society is impossible. It is the solution of this 
problem which now presents itself .... to harmonize liberty 
and authority. ... If it is a penalty that you wish, 24,000 
francs are not sufficient. . . . Rich people can easily find that 
amount. It must then l>e a preventative that your are seek- 
ing sc» that jH>or i>eo[)le who have thoughts caniii>t freely ex- 
press them. 

The argument that this law is merely transitory is that of aU 
bad causes. .\ Inrtter guarantee would lie the compulsory 
signing of all articles: the vehement journalist would be 
restrained by the moral responsibility of his printed signature. 
This ^is . not a new idea. Do not follow the example of 
monarchical Fngland but that of republican .\merica whidi 
invented new methods of maintaining lilierty. 



In .\merioa, that great oHmtr\' which is worthy to set 
e.xamf»le. there are no >tamps, no bonding; there is absohite 
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but at times the orator's emotion carried him to splendid 
outbursts that wandered slightly from the argument but en- 
hanced the effect. Note the admiration of America and 
the dislike of aristocratic England. 

Senard, minister of the interior, made what the NaHond 
called a ** clever reply," paying tribute to Ledru-Rollin's pro- 
ject for signed articles, but insisting that it was better to 
await a revision of the code before adopting it. The next 
day Faucher attempted a complete refutation, ridicaiing 
Ledru's proposed substitute and praising the govemmeiil 
scheme as permanently desirable. An amendment embody- 
ing the idea of signed articles and the personal re^KXisibUi- 
ity of the author was defeated 407 to 342 by a combinatioa 
of the government and the right, and the bonding law wis 
then passed. 

The way in which Quentin-Bauchart's speech of August 
3 had been received did not discourage the conservatives. 
Creton, the most inveterate personal opponent of Ledru in 
the legislature, desired to make an interpolation on the 
expenses of the provisional government, and President 
Marrast reluctantly appointed .August 21 for the interpdia* 
tion/ Creton wished to know how much money had been 
spent in abetting civil war, how much had been given to 
those birds of prey, the dubs* delegates sent into the pro- 
vinces, how much had been expended on armed propaganda 
in Belgium and Savoy. The entire left and centre of the 
Assembly protested against Creton*s attack. Naturally 
Ledru replied. He expostubted against this attempt to 
stir up ill-feeling. He explained how impossible were any 
irr^^larities, how every cent of expenditure had been ap- 
proved by the entire provisional government; accordinflf 
" its ele\-en members must have been my accomplices; in 

> For letters o! Mirrast to Crctoo and of Creton to Ledru, 

pendix. 
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cannot be seriously blamed for inquiring into the disten- 
sion within the provisional government or the so<iJled 
cabals at the ministry of the interior. But no {air-minded 
individual can find any reason for making elaborate re- 
searches into so unrelated a matter as the complicity of the 
government in the Belgian fiasco of Risquons-tocit, and 00 
words can sufficiently condemn the inexcusable broadening of 
the sphere of inquiry to include the personal honesty of 
Ledru-RoUin. The committee seemed to take great pleasure 
in inserting in their report every calumny they could unearth 
against Ledru-Rollin. Unfortunately for it» however, the 
evidence when sifted only proved his unimpeachable in- 
tegrity. The committee had summoned all the prominent 
men of the republic but had arbitrarily questioned them on 
a few matters, never on the matters of which they were 
accused. Jjedru, for instance, had been asked about the 
manifestation of May 15, Sobrier, the National Workshops, 
the June Days, the finances of the prov'isional government, 
Init never a word as to the Ris<|uons-tout affair, never a 
word as to the cabals at his ministr>\ never a word as to 
his relations with the Gub des Qubs. Yet these were all 
matters into which the committee had inquired and con- 
cerning which Ledru*s statements in defense of his actions 
should certainly have been considered of importance. Finally, 
all the calumnies not explicitly refuted (and the committee 
liad been careful to avoid questioning those who might have 
refuted them) had been included as truths in the report 
To sum up, the committee had devoted most of its energy 
to fields far out of its jurisdiction and had made in^'estigm- 
tions with the delifierate purpose of collecting ever>lhtng 
it could find unfavorable to its op{K>nents. Particularly 
luid it aime<l at I-e<lru-Rollin. I»uis Rlanc, and Caussidiere. 
An<l vet Harnit had the au<lacitv to maintain in his memoirs 
iru! the C(«inniitef acted im{i;inially and that I-edru was im- 
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various political investigations under the first repiMic and 
the tribulations which had followed from them. He at- 
tacked the committee headed by Barrot and Quentm* 
Bauchart as surpassing all previous committees in unfair* 
ness, and he accused it of wishing to ruin the men of 
February. He defended his actions in connection with the 
circulars, the commissioners, the Belgian iiasca He violent^ 
attacked the men who had founded the July Monarchy and 
who, when control of it had slipped from their hands, had 
attacked its foundations and had undermined it without hav* 
ing had any new ideas with which to replace it. He ac* 
cused these liberal monarchists of a similar purpose of des- 
troying the republic without having any substitute. He 
refuted the idea that the republic had caused the financial 
crisis and the misery of the people, for both had antedated 
it. He digressed to advocate the creation of banks that 
should lend mone}' to farmers on mortgages. He denied that 
there was a red republic. 

The red republic is a phantom. ... It docs not frighten 
me, and this is why : It emphasizes a fact to which my heart 
and my eyes have long l)een o|>en, the profound sufferings of 
society. Now. that it is mistaken as to the remedy is my be- 
lief. Rut tlie means of proving that it is mistaken is to do 
somcthinj: to aid the country. The remedy is not in a con- 
stitution. I assure vou: that is not the remedy. Constitutions! 
Wc have had a sufficient numl>er to make us the laughiqg 
>t«K*k of tlic world. It is .s^nrial reforms that we need, Ijti 
me tell you that there is no red republic; there are only de- 
luded men \vh<\ due to their suflferinjjs. may be carried away; 
but there is no ilmUx that the j^'^'at majority, the unanimity 
of the country, is attached to the true republic. . . . Shall I 
tell yi>u what the true republic i^i? It is not the word repMie^ 
it is not merely universal sutTrage ; it i-* re«iprct for the f amily, 
re<|>cct for pro[>erty. . . . Tlie family! We do not wish its 



■i 



THE COMUITTEl 

&ti lu rxirnd (o the fcv 
ukc thu pouibic then 
[unil) fiH- th« chikl bnx 
uty funily for the fir' 
iM-i 1 [>ro*tttutc .* ... 1 
■n|ni>An forrcil to die in 
\y tn I* univcrul . , . 
D rxtmd ami muhipljr it 
IK*)* who do nut undrr* 
^ \\> kilo with it, (o 
1 fithrr «rr>1it or the in 
: of lil>rnr in«|>«re jrou it 
ttmnn from lalkinc int 
imlunrni* muU be impl 
m tiefinninc « tcries < 
VMithrr may be (ubinrt 
fUv ih« i.>** of libeny if 
jertjr ihruuchi<ut the w« 



■dru* 


tpeerh nude a go 


tSr ( 


. iiifi.'!*; 


i.nHfl lift 


:hjr ' 


.! \i!r: 


M .( and ^ 


V r: ' 


.;•-■'-! t w 


annth lif 


r.sr ;■ 




:>i.i; di^ 


:;«ri 


■■: '.hr r 


j.lt.al. 


•r hr 


*-jr'r.| 


i-A hM 


h:ri 


!■■ :V 1- 


-d whrth 


■..1<-.! 


'::m.r:i 


T I.!fA.I 



.(.-!•«« >«vJ 



230 LEDRU-ROLUN AND SECOND FRENCH REPUBUC [384 

The next speaker was Louis Blanc He oontnated the 
clemency of the republicans after February with the actioa 
of the conservatives, and he defended his own words and 
actions since February 24. Other members of the e jctrc me 
left spoke briefly. Finally Caussidi^ closed the ddMUe» 
abandoning his customary picturesque improvisations for a 
labored, written defense. The hostile house, bored* was 
unmoved. 

But now Come, the attorney-general, demanded permis- 
sion to prosecute Louis Blanc and Caussidiere for their parts 
in the uprisings of May and June. The prosecution of 
Ledru-Rollin was not asked ; it would have been doomed to 
failure as Ledru had won the approval of the Assembly. 
Come stated that the request was due to researches inde- 
pendent of the committee of investigation, but this slate- 
ment deceived no one as to the connection between the de- 
mand and the Quentin-Bauchart report. Several members 
of the Mountain defended the accused deputies. Ledru took 
part in the debate only to oppose a vote of urgency and to 
interrupt conservative orators. The efforts of the extr em e 
left were in vain; first urgency was voted, then permisstoa 
to prosecute Louis Blanc and Caussidiere for their part in 
the uprising of May 15.* 

The reaction had strongly set in. The first political pro- 
secutions had begun. The minor indi\nduals implicated 
in the affairs of May and June had been tried by military 
courts and deported. But the leaders in these insurrections 
were to be given a civil trial. Some of these were in prison : 
Blanqui, Barbes, Raspail, /Mbert. Others succeeded in 
escaping, Louis Blanc and Caussidiere among them. They 
settled in England and founded the colony of exiles, 

' Permission to prosecute Caussidiere for hb psn in the JtMe D^rs 
mas refused; that to proMCOte Blanc in connecttoo with the Junt DtjPS 
tras not asked. 



CHAPTER XVI 

The Constitution op 1848 

The chief duty of the Constituent AssemUy was to draw 
a constitution for the republic. On September 2 Lieclitcn- 
berger, a member of the left, presented a bill which pro- 
vided that the state of siege should be raised before the con- 
stitution was discussed. Ledru defended this proposal. He 
declared that the path which the Assembly was enteriii|f was 
a baneful one, that not physical but moral force would maiih 
tain a constitution. He cited the evil results that flowed 
from constitutions composed under extraordinary cocidi* 
tions, as notably in the cases of the Spanish constitutions 
and of the French charters of 1814 and 1830. He showed 
how the press, restrained from criticizing during the period 
of drawing up the constitution, would attack it relentlessly 
when completed. He ridiculed the idea that the state of 
siege ^^'as necessary ; sufficient forces, he said, could be kept 
at the capital to insure quiet without maintaining the state 
of siege. He closed with the words : ** Inaugurate your con- 
stitution with what is most venerable, most fertile, most in- 
dcstruciWe in the word, the immortal principle of liberty.** * 
This speech is to be praised for its restraint; it is adequate 
to the occasion but is remarkable neither for eloquence nor 
for clear lof^c of argumentation. After a few olher 
speeches, the motion to raise the state of si^e was defeated 
529 to 140. only the extreme left and a few scattered votes 
supporting it. 

* Disamrs polthquti 7 : 82-9. 
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people, they thought the misery of the people inevitable but 
he considered it remediable. His doctrine, he said, em- 
bodied the true spirit of Christianity, was idealistic not 
materialistic. Again Ledru drew an affecting picture of 
the poor. He then turned from an appeal to the emotions 
to an appeal to reason. He advocated aid to agriculture in 
order to draw the surplus population from the cities. He 
denied that state banks which would lend money freely on 
mortgages, a measure already applied in Algeria, would limit 
the liberty of industry. " I wish," he said, " to make of 
the state neither a producer nor a manufacturer, but an in- 
telligent protector." The statement that these ideas were 
new was not true, for they had been advocated ever since the 
first revolution. The statement that work could not be 
foimd for jewelers and other skilled workingmen was not 
pertinent, as no one was asking that the principle be ex- 
tended to such persons; that would be absurd. The state 
can aid such men only by temporary monetary existence. 
Let us remember the motto of the Lyons workingmen : Live 
by working or die fighting! Let us guard against further 
trouble like that at Lyons by incorporating the right to 
labor in the constitution. " This principle must be recog- 
nized; for if you close the door to hope, I fear the reptd>lic 
will greatly suffer." ^ 

This speech is interesting as defining Ledru's position in 
regard to socialism. He was opposed to communism and 
Utopianism but favored social reforms, especially farmers' 
loan banks. Note also his devotion to the first republic, his 
general moderation, his cheerful recognition of the good in- 
tentions of his opponents. This discourse is a combination 
of effective appeals to the emotions and strong but ill-ar- 
ranged argiunents from reason. I 

1 Disc ours politiques 2 : 90-103. 
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the Mountain purposely abstained from voting. Pyat and 
a few Montagnards joined the socialists in voting in the 
negative. David d'Angers and many of the members of 
the extreme left voted for the constitution. 

After the defeat of the government on the question of the 
method of electing the president, Senard and two other 
ministers resigned, but Cavaignac remained in oflfioe with 
the majority of his cabinet. So tmcertain was Cavaignac't 
policy that it was not known whether he would turn to the 
left or to the right centre for the new ministry. Finally he 
announced his choice of Dufaure and two other consenra- 
tives.^ On October 16 Dufaure, the new minister of the 
interior, asked for an appropriation of 100,000 francs 
needed to preserve order. Landrin declared that this was a 
vote of confidence and that he refused his vote to a reac- 
tionar\' cabinet, one that contained a former minister of 
Louis Philippe. Cavaignac in a colorless speech said that 
he desired conciliation. Portalis also desired conciliation, 
but he declared that that was beside the question. Why 
were the ministers dismissed? he asked. Was it because 
they wished to raise the state of siege? Senard explained 
that he too was of the party of conciliation; several times he 
had felt it his duty to resign and finally he had done so 
after the adverse vote on the mode of election of the prcsi- 
dent. Dupont de Bussac, another member of the left, 
wished to know why CaN-aignac, Marie, and the other min- 
isters had not resigned also, for the>' had been more deeply 
involved in the discussion than Senard. Cavaignac asserted 
that he did not consider the adverse vote one of loss of 

* " It is rvm asserted that he he«itatct) till the la»t minute b ct ^ t f 
I>c«!ru-R.»l!in anc! Dufaure. between Rncon and Vivien.'* — GridU J: JO^. 
The Kfformt of November 15 denied that Cavaiicnac had offered 
a portfi»!i<i. as the Prestt claimed. A rumor of an offer of a 
p( ^iticn to I^<Irti had circulated earlier; see Times, Se p« tnbef a^ 
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fer to leave the tribune/' The greatest disorder foOowed 
this remark. Some deputies almost came to Mows. 

As an oration this speech is very poor, for Ledru spent 
much of his time in replying to interruptions, but in almoft 
every case he came out victorious from these skirmishes and 
dealt many telling blows against the new ministry. This 
speech marked the end of Ledru's moderate opposition vo 
those in poorer. To a government including Senard, who 
in spite of his comparative conser\'atism was a recognized 
old-line republican, Ledru could give his benevolent sup- 
port : one including Dufaure, who had been a minister under 
Ix>uis Philippe and who was still suspected of Orleanist lean- 
ing^, he could oppose only with an attitude of relentless an- 
tagonism. The evolution of the cabinets might here be 
noted. The executive commission had had a cabinet of the 
lefts. The first cabinet of Cavaignac had been composed 
of members of the left centre and the centre; the secofid 
drew its support from the centre and the right centre. That 
of Fiarrot soon to become into po\^'er was to be a ministry 
of the rights. 

Scnard replied to Ledru, insisting on the repubticanism 
of the reconstructed Ca\'aignac cabinet. But Ducoux, an- 
other retiring minister, declared that he had left the govern- 
ment because it was no longer truly 'republican. Dufaure 
maintained that in the Constituent AssemMy he had proved 
his worth and the sincerity of his republicanism. A vote 
was finally taken, and the appropriation asked by the min* 
istr\' was granteil by 570 votes to 155. The extreme left 
and the left ( I^martine. Favre, Landrin, etc.) composed the 
niiiii»riiv.' 

m 

• Momtfur .>6«6. 

' At the >amc v:*si*>n Ixilrii ai'.i! :':fty-nii:c ofhrr mcnihcr* of the 
*' i!n?.'\!r [irr«cntr-I a i»ctiti«'«i in favor of the arr:nr»ty of all 
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government, have been reestablished The republic moves 
in the old monarchic grooves. Money is not lacking with 
which beneficent institutions may be founded. It was pro* 
cured for Louis XIV and for the first republic; after thirty 
years of peace it should be more plentiful than then. No^ 
money is merely hiding itself ; it is not lacking. Evcii Eng- 
land was able to find money for the Napoleonic wart. The 
real trouble today is the lack of work, and that must be re- 
medied. It is not money that is lacking but leadershipi 
Our fathers of the first revolution lived by expedients, a 
necessity in all re\'olutions. The audacity of Caniboa saved 
France. A remedy must be found for all these difiicokies. 
We must act. But the primal need is that of unioOt union 
of all t}'pes of republicans. Hail to the men of Fdmiary ! ^ 
The chief object of this banquet was to reconcile the 
socialists, the Mountain, and the deputies of the left. In 
this respect it was an utter failure. It only succeeded in 
alarming the conser\'atives. They interpellated the govern- 
ment because it gave permission to hold the banquet. In 
the newspapers they denounced Ledru's speech as inoen* 
diar\', prot)at>ly because he blamed the lack of progressive 
legislation. This criticism is unfair; in fact I^ru's pur- 
pose in the first {>art of his speech was to show that sodalism 
was not necessarily incendiary. The second part of the 
5{)cech. declaring that m(»ney could \yt found, is rather 
quixotic and lai<l itself open to ridicule; the periodicals 
naturally asked how the moncv was to lie found. The Dibats 
even printed an article in refutation by the prominent econ- 
omist. Michel Chevalier.' 

' Piscours folitiques 2' 104-II.V 

* I^fbats. Octf'Lcr 10. The L\mst-Autionnfl. Srptrmlirr jS-i7, decUrc4 
that I^dru had never tie fore l<en »o violent and that his type cisted 
c!a^^ u.-irfAre. ('/. Kaucher 1:405-0 and an amusing article in tile 

Tt'tfs. September jf*. 
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and a new reign of terror. Ledru's friends in the depart- 
ment of the Sarthe determined to avenge his defeat by hav* 
ing him elected to the departmental council. A doctor who 
had expected to be counsellor for La Fresnaye gladly retired 
in favor of the leader of the Mountain. The two prune 
movers in the enterprise requested Ledru's consent and they 
received the answer : " My confidence in you is sudi that I 
cannot refuse you.'' The reaction had been delighted be- 
cause no republican candidate had come forward at La Fres- 
naye, but great was their consternation when one wedc be- 
fore the election the name of the popular radical was pn>> 
posed. Legitimists, Ronapartists, Orleanists, and the offi- 
cials of the prefecture took part in the campougn against 
Ledru-Rollin. Disgraceful calumnies were spread; noth- 
ing was neglected to insure the success of the Orleanist and 
clerical candidates. A sub-prefect even threatened to arrest 
one of the radical campaign managers. The vote took 
place on October 29 and I^ru received 610 votes whereas 
his opponents had only 542 and 163. Ledru immediately 
wrote his managers a letter of thanks: 

It as a particularly sweet consolation to me after all the cal- 
umnies friHii which I have suffered to find a new bond con- 
necting me with that department whose ideas and principles 
I represented for eight years. . . . Give my thanks to aD 
those fine rural electors. . . . My name pronounced whh 
sympathy by all these simple and giin<| men is a preckxis re- 
compense for my small services to the republic of February. 

Txdru was never able to take his place at the meetings of 

the j^eneral coimcil of the Sarthe.' 

^ Ouycm i: 119-126; reprinted in Rh'olmtiou df 1S4S, 2!2S7-j6s. 



CHAPTER XVII 

A PRESIDUf TIAL CAKinDATB 

The Asjcmbly had decided that the election of the pre* 
wknt of the republic thoold take place on December to, and 
an parties girded themsdvct for the ftru(fle. The ooofer- 
ratires did not dare to put forward a candidate of thetr own. 
Ottnfamier insisted on running, but no one paid any it- 
Tdxjon to him. Attempts were made to start candidacies 
for Thiers and Bugeaud« but they came to naufht The 
reactionary centre, the dub of the Rue de Pbiti er s , deter* 
nuard to suppon Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, for that wily 
datngurr had presented himself with a program that might 
mean anMhing and that might satisfy anybody. Beside 
•Sr ]-fLijuni%i% ami x\i€ c<in*crvaiivc^, numerous sincere re- 
:«^^y- v-a?:^ Mkh a^ C rrttjicux ^ujijiortnl the prince. The 
fVr r.ifnt?;rr^ wrrr all <»l<l line rrfntUicans. The most 
;r fr.:r.rr.! v\.i* thr hra<! (»t the rxiMing grn-emment. General 
FucTT-.r < a\a:i,Tiai-. can<ii<latr of the moderates and of the 
'. J/.. •!.:; I a\a!i:nac. h<n%c\Tr. b%' hit ruthlessness in Jime 
xr^i ^\ h:% alliarur with the conserYativcs of the l>ufaure 
r' *i?» ha! alirrutrtl the entire radical party. Ljunartine 
*^! *<t-- ir. N!a\ \\\c aIm<Ht iini\Tr^l choice for the oflfice 
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supported him. In October an attempt at bringing together 
the various elements had been made. A banquet of socialist 
deputies was to take place at the Barriere Potssoniert. 
Proudhon declined the chairmanship and proposed that it 
be offered to Ledru-Rollin, for he hoped thus to draw the 
extreme left of the Assembly into the field of socialism. 
But the organizers of the tianquet were opposed to the name 
of Ledru-Rollin. Thereupon Proudhon put forward Lam* 
ennais, president of the Mountain, and this choice was ac- 
cepted. However, when Proudhon refused to join the ex- 
treme left in its attack on Dufaure, Mathieu de la Drome 
and fi\'e fellow-Montagnards signified their intention of 
being absent from the banquet if Proudhon should attend. 
Of course the organizers refused to expel the socialist, and 
so when the banquet took place on October 17, the chairman 
of the banquet and the other members of the Mountain were 
absent. Two thousand guests assembled, but among them 
only three deputies, Proudhon, his follower Greppo, and 
Pierre Ijeroux.* On Octolier 22 another socialist banquet was 
held, this time at the liarricrc du Trune. The entire Moun- 
tain was again invited, but only six Montagnards accepted* 
The socialists desired to leave the choice of a presidential 
candidate to a joint committee of socialists and radicals, all 
to abide by the decision of the committee. Ledm-Rottia, 
who had promised the Mountain that he would run, would 
not agree to retire if he were not nominated by the joint com- 
mittee. Accordingly the socialists put forward Raspail, one 
of the leaders of the extreme revolutionists now a prisoner 
at Vincennes. He was to run merely as a protest ; the bal- 

> Dartmon Sii-si Mulberger. Proudhon IJJ-5: Dfbais, October t& 

' D^bcti, October 2^ 25. It had been annoonced that Lcdr«, 
and Considcrant were on the directing cucnmtttee. Ledni and 
dented this in letters to the R^t^bliquf, 
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Rollin until XovemI)er 26. The Rifntblique could never 
make up its mind and finally urged its readers to vote for 
either one as a protest against the existence of a presidencj*. 
Barbes*s old Club of the Revolution had transformed itself 
into an electoral assembly, and there the debate waxed hot- 
test between the partisans of the two nominees. The first 
meeting of this electoral assembly was held on November 17. 
Mathieu de la Drome, Martin Bernard, and two other 
Montagnards supported Ledru-Rollin, but no decision was 
reached.'* (>n the twenty-iirst the main disctission took place. 
Mathieu declared that Ledru had alwax's adhered to socialis- 
tic d*xnrines and in order to prove this read Ledru*s de- 
claration in 1 84 1 to the electors of Ije Mans. Those pre- 
sent were not impressed. Mathieu continued, praising 
lbrt)cs ami Kaspail. lie dilated on the inconvenience of 
telling the provinces to vote for Raspail because they had 
already \yccn instructed to vote for Ledru-Rollin. He dwdt 
on the necessity of defeating Ca\'aignac and Louis Napoleon, 
asserting that if either of them were elected, the only hope 
for France lay in the people of Paris. Madier de Montjma 
Jr.. who t^ecanie one of the leaders of the extreme left under 
the third republic, o(Yposed Mathieu. He declared that 
IxHJru was not a true revolutionist, for Ijedru had not sop- 
IK>r:e<l I>niis HIanc and All)ert on March 17 when they 
might have ovenhrown the moderates: he maintained that a 
revi»hition must alwavs a<l\-ance." It was clear that the 
meeting was oi>i)osed to I-edru. but the Montagnards con- 
tinnetl their defense on Xovemlw 28 and on December 5. 
Oil the latter day Her\-e. a friend of Tieorge Sand, made an 
effective s{>eech in which he denounced Ijedru for his actions 
on .\pril 16 and criticized the Mtnmtain for being non- 

* Rr: >*iutton dtmoKraii *uf ft toiialf, Ni»%cml*r 10. 1H4M. 

' /"j/rt,-. N.»\ ember .-j. \^^ , Pt-f\its. N\-vcmber jj; Timts, Norcfn- 
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Lamartine and Marie, as their evidence was necessary on 
certain matters and as the subject should be threshed out 
once for all.^ Cavaignac pleaded for an immediate debate, 
saying that if he was willing to proceed in the absence of 
Marie, the opposition might forego the presence of Lamar- 
tine. The Assembly fixed on the following Saturday for 
the debate. 

The next day Jules Favre was talking with Ledru as to 
interpellations of the government on using pressure in the 
elections.^ Favre made his attack two days later, and a 
bitter attack it was. There was much hilarity in which 
Ledru joined when the orator asserted that he had always 
been a friend of Ledru-Rollin, for all remembered Favre's 
assaults on the executive commission. Jules Favre com- 
pared the use of influence by Cavaignac and Dufaure with 
his own conduct and that of his superior, the minister of 
the interior, in refraining from such use in the dections of 
the previous April. 

On November 25 Cavaignac took the floor and declared 
that he did not desire a contest with the members of the 
executive commission, but merely information as to an at- 
tack on himself. Barthelemy-St. Hilaire, professor at the 
Sorbonne, thereupon declared that it was time that the truth 
about the June Days were known; up to now he and his 
friends had kept silent for patriotic reasons. He then read 
a fragment of history written by himself and his three col- 
leagues whom Cavaignac had mentioned on November 21. 
This historical sketch gave a clear account of the actions of 
the executive commission during the June Days and for 
the first time revealed to the public that it was Cavaignac 
who had caused the delay in attacking the insurgents. At 

^ Moniteur S2gy. 

* Patrie, November 22, 1848. 
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the executive commission's plan was to prevent the upris- 
ing instead of repressing it ; he wished to show the Natiooal 
Guard that he had not acted as a coward or a traitor on June 
23. Ledru closed by saying that on all sides there had been 
misunderstandings, that the people in particular had been 
led astray by monarchical conspirators, and that therefore 
they should be pardoned ; an amnesty should be proclaimed^ 
Ledru-Rollin was not favorably regarded by the deputies, 
but he made a stronger impression than the other oppooents 
of Cavaignac. His accusations were not extravagant and 
his arguments were telling. " All together he disturbed 
Cavaignac,** said Victor Hugo, at that time still a con- 
ser\'ative.* * 

After General Bedeau had defended the plan of concen- 
tration and its execution, Ca\'aignac spoke for a fourth time. 
He claimed that he had concentrated his troops, but that he 
had not had time to tell the executive commission what he had 
done. He added : " Ledru- Rollin claims that he broke widi 
me; I do not know which of us broke with the other, but I 
hope the break will continue fore\'er.'* Thereupon the right 
and centre applauded frantically. Dupont de TEure pro- 

» Disc ours polit%qu€s 2: 131-7. For extracts, see chapter xi%*. 

'Hugo i:3g6. Hugo adds: *' Ledru -RoUin, a sort of t»astard Dan* 
tun. leaning with his great buttoned chest against the tribune; had the 
hoarse voice of a Pet ion and the rocking of the shoulders of a MirabcMi 
without the tatter's eloquence . . . withal a certain lawyer's tact mixed 
uith the violence of a demagi)gue. . . . When Ledru- Rolltn retttmed to 
his Mrat beside Pierre Leroux and I^amennais, a man with long hair 
turning grey and a white vest, walked across the chamber and shook 
Le^lru-Rollin's hand. It was Lagrange." the eternal advocate of 
ncsty. About this time. Thiers remarked to Falloux and Mol^: * 
may differ from the political views of M. I^ru -Rollin. but if 
wi*.hcs to be just it is impossible to deny him great ability and a thor- 
ouk'h apprrciatifm of the «tttution. You will see how he will emharraM 
ministers uho are not of hi* stature"— /*<'ii/^/<'. l>eceml«r 3. qootinc 
A't'^to^/iVom Ji* Lot ft (tiironn^. 
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papers exerted their influence in favor of Ledru-RoUtn. In 
the departments the)' were most numerous in the Loire 
vallej' and in south-west France.* .In Paris the most promi- 
nent were the Rcforme, now edited by Ribe}Tolles, the 
Rik'olution dcmocratiquc et sociale of E)elescluze, semi- 
official organ of the Mountain, the Democratie pacifique of 
Considerant, who though a socialist allied himself doidy 
with the Montagnards. the Pcuplc cotistituant of Lamennais, 
the Traz'atI of the Montagnard Baune, and the Moniagne 
of (lallv, devoted admirer of I^ru-Rollin. 

Under the inspiration of Delescluze a campaign organiza- 
tion called the Solidaritc rcf>itblicaine had been founded and, 
as the law recjuircd, registered on November 4. In the pft- 
amble to its constitutifxi it declared that in times of danger 
all republicans should unite, that the purpose of the society 
was '* to assure by all legal means the pacific and regular 
i development of social reforms, development which should 
be the goal and consequence of democratic institutions.** 
At the trial of Ledni-Kollin and his colleagues in l&tQ, the 
prosecution claimed that this society had been started with 
the purpose of prq)aring armed resistance to the govern- 
ment, but no evidence was produced to support this state- 
ment. The S oil Ja rite rfpublidune was clearly established 
as a piece of electoral machinery and maintained as the 
party organization of the Motmtain. It had a central office 
at 50 Rue Faubourg St. Honore, Paris, and branches 
thrrnighout the departments. The original mcml)er$ were 
all well-known radicals, and new memlters could onlv be 
introdua'd by two associates. The president was Martin 
Bernard, one of the chief lca<lers of the secret societies 
under the Tulv Mf>narchv: the treaMirer was Deville, a 
prominent Montagnard: the secretary was I>elesclu2e. The 
executive c«»inmittee wa*^ com{x>sed of sixty-four republic* 

' Kri^olution J/mccratijur tt social f, R/ forme, foritM. 
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fore proposed Ledru-Rollin, the organizer of universal stif- 
rage, who had always stood for truly republican principles 
e\-en if he had failed to obtain the application of his ideas 
by the governments of which he was a member.* In a 
third poster the executive committee gave the program of 
the extreme left : unity of power ; reform of the administra- 
tion, the legal system, the army» and the finances; free edu- 
cation: liberty of public meeting and association; repur- 
chase by the state of railroads, canals, mines, etc. ; the right 
« of labor : " government of all and for all ; the republic, one 
and indivisible, democratic and social." As Ledru-RoIlin 
had supported all these ideas, the Mountain believed that he 
i should t)e elected president.' The conservative newspapers 
t found these posters surprisingly restrained in tone, but they 
ol)jected to the demand for the right to labor.' 

These were not the only posters in support of Ledm- 
RoUin. In December the democratic-socialist committee, 
a x-ariant of the Solidarity rc/mblicaine, told how the national 
electoral congress of workingmen and soldiers of Paris had 
cast all their votes except three for I^ru-Rollin; the poster 
emphasized the need for unity among republicans and as- 
serted that Ledru had always fought for the welfare of the 



^ Reform f, November 9^ 10; Rhrolution dhnocraiiqut et soeiaU» Si 
vcmbcr 1 1. Approved by the seven members of the executive 
miitce. Thco<lore Pat Martin Bernard, Buvtgnier. Devtlle. 
Mathicu. and Felix r>-at. and b}' 40 other deputies including Ledru. 

' AffUhfs rougrs 310-i On December 15, after the election, Ledr«* 
Roll in and sixty of his colleagues issued a statement, reasserting thrir 
hostility to the institution of a presidency, their confidence in the ptofk, 
and thrir rlr\otion to the republic. — R^forme, RH'olution dhmocroiiqm 

ft sociaU. I>rccmber 15. 1R48; D/bats. I)ecember 16. 

• AnsfmbUe SationnU. D/bais. Ev^ntment, SUcU. Vnivrrt, 
II. 1M48. The Ex^nrmmt claims that the posters were partly 
bv I cffni him*c!f. 
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The first of these three banquets was given by the press 
and \vas held on November 19 at the Chateau Rouge under 
the presidency of Lamennais. Although the dinner was 
scheduled for three-thirty, by two o'clock the banquet 
hall was crowded. Two, or according to another estimate, 
four thousand guests were present, including many mem- 
bers of the Mountain. At five o'clock the speeches begin. 
Toasts were proposed by various newspaper men and de- 
puties; revolutionary poets recited their own works; the 
orchestra played jwtriotic airs. When Ijedru mounted the 
platform, the room resounded with cheers. He declared that 
he was sure that all those present hoped for the establishment 
in the near future of the democratic and social republic, that 
union of all French republicans \*'as the best means of achiev- 
ing this aim. He then dilated on the failure of the republic 
to carry out its promise of aid to the democrats in Spain, 
Italy, the E>anubian pro\nnces, Berlin, Vienna. He paid a 
fine tribute to the mart)Ted Robert Blum, the Viennese 
patriot.^ He ended by saving: ** Let our brothers abroad 
I be reassured, for although provisionally democracy is in 
abe}'ance, we shall finally arrive by universal suffrage at 
understanding the desire of the ])eople : and there will remain 
but one religion, but one feeling: fraternity. Long live the 
democratic and social repuWic!" Of course Ledni 
wildly cheered and congratulated by everybody present.* 



' For this he received thanks from the citizens of Hanau in H 
Treneu in Saxony. — R^formt, December 9. 16. 

* Rfformf, November 21 ; poster in collection at Columbu Uaivcnl^ 
Library. Chauvelot. a prominent socialist, who met Ledm at tlm bM* 
quet. dcclarei) a month later: ** I found Ledm-Rollin mucb excited; ! 
believe there is in him much of the woman ; that disturbed me. I tar 
that he has not force enough to bear the burden of public affatn."'^ 
Testimony at trial of Vasbentier and Kt» on December 13. Momkim 
3554- A similar impression was made on Castille at a Banquet of Fra* 
temity. the liate of which cannot be located : " M. Ledra-Rollia pUgrtd 
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carried out this reform, whereas the conservatives had re- 
stored the tax. After two more speeches the members oi the 
Mountain retired, and the wine mercliants turned to private 
affairs.* 

The various educational institutions of Paris, always pro- 
minent in democratic movements, organized a banquet at the 
r*arricrc de Sevres and invited the members of the extreme 
left, many of whom accepted. From noon to four o'clock 
on I3ecember 3 two thousand guests listened to speeches. 
The government sent a policeman to watch the proceedings. 
The organizers of the l»anquct protested against the super- 
vision but were willing to let the police oflicer remain as a 
private citizen. Lcdru and a few other deputies left the hall 
in order to visit the prefect (»f i)olice and to make their 
protest to him. In the meanwhile the speeches began. 
Several students made liery addresses and several poets re- 
cited socialistic s^iuj^s. C'hallemel-I-acour, later (lambetta's 
assistant under the third republic, made his maiden speech: 
lies, he declared, were the arms of the rovalists, faith the 
wea[K>n of the republicans. ,\\ this pcjint Ixdru retumeJ 
to the hall: amid universal applause he told of the success 
of hi< missi(m to the prefect of |K)lice and showed the 
jHiJianian an order to retire. Then Ixdru toasted the re- 
public, pleaded for imion am^mg denuKrats, proclaimed that 
the institution f»f a president in the constitution was merely 
an »t!uT TMrin «»i monnrchy. pn»phe<ied the triumph of bbeny 
after the trifuilations through which it was jxissing. defended 
\\\< own Italian p^'flicy. namely sup])ort of the Italian people 
a^'ainst the \^^m: and the princes f>f the minor states. "' Let 
u> al»o!ish the privileee^ of the i*ast." he said. " and prepare 

* .'*i. *':.'( \"\rTr*<r -\; : A'r'/ ■rmr. N<»\rTiil^r j*'; Tim^s. Vovctnbct ^. 
"[)■: o -M :•. .viv' - ir'.'i'.n r:!!v c.!i <! the I'l^tiirl-.Trcc* at thi* Itonqnct to 
: ' ■ r !V. ■■ 'i- r '• r'y cit: '•.:(• • f fa! tea! * \ ".it .i* c<>r.<'rr\«iti\e |{:urfts ««fC 
t*i* -riwir-i? r- • f !h'' !«r:';:'!. \hr M riakT.rir*!* can hanily br blazBcd 
f . r it. 
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fcic the equality and happincsj of the fttture; kt us be rr- 
T«4utionar>% ami let us not stop taitti the revohnion has made 
ihe tour of the world.** 

iVotKihim spoke next. He made a lofif expianatioQ of 
the (iifferrnt schools of socialism. A few more orators made 
(fncf speeches, and the banquet closed peaoefuOy.^ Delea- 
cfure in his neii^'spaper tried to make it appear that this ban- 
quet was a tribute to Ledru*Rollin's candidacy, but the 
tchfinls that had oq^anixed the banquet denied this; it was 
a unnm of all rqiuldicans. they said* followoY of Raspail as 
vtII x% of Iwctlru-Kollin. Delescltnte was forced to publish 
a tinular statement ' 

I>urinf^ the electoral campaign nmiors had spread that the 
frrreri u mi i t feared troiMes from the reds and that it be- 
berrd that the radical deputies were implicated. On De* 
cember Joiy. a member of the Mountain, imerpeUated the 
cabinet on these rumors and asked whether the gu t tnu n en t 
trstrnded to close the clubs, Dufaure, minister of the in- 
'rr-. ^ ar!?T::!trtl that he fiad fcarrrl a riot . \\e derUrefl that 
^«r >• '^t-'\ Ask i»f a law ai:ain5t the clubs when the need 
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Ledru spoke next. He asserted that a law closing the 
clubs would be unconstitutional, for the constitution re- 
cognized the right of public meeting. He protested against 
Dufaure's misquotation of the speech he had made at the 
lianquet of the Schools. The minister of the interior had 
declared that Ledru-Rollin had advocated taking up arms in 
Paris whereas Ledru had merely stated that it would be 
necessary for France to take up arms if Austria invaded the 
legations. The misrepresentation resulted, Ledm said, 
from the reports of a contemptible police agent/ ** I pro- 
tested no such provocative words were ever uttered either 
in the clubs or in the electoral assemblies. \Vc have only 
one tliought, that of union. . . . As long as the constittitioo 
is not violated, no uprising wliatever can turn to the advin* 
tage of true friends of the republic.*' He closed with a de- 
claration of loyalty to the rqmblic. " We are not trying 
to ruin it by dissensions, for after all it is our work, not 
years." * This speech is a clear defense against the caltnih 
nies spread abroad; its importance consists in Ledru*s de- 
claration that only a \nolation ol the constitution woukl 
justify an uprising. 

On necemt)er 10 and 1 1 the presidential election was held 
Most people foresaw that Louis Xajx)leon would win, bm 
few ex|)ected the overwhelming triumph he received. The 
votes stoxl : * 

' Thi< accusation of a police ascnt caused much talk. Two da^rt later 
Ix Iru puTilicly told the AssemMy that he did not mean the |»rcleei of 
I>c»lice. Grrvai* de Cam. — Sfoniirur ,^540. Kveryboily wms noir sure 
he meant Carlier. Carlicr himself thought s«) too and wrote a 
letter in which he i)enic«! the acctL^ati'tns and accused Ijednt-Rollin of 
trinj: douhle-faced.— D/^d/J. December 1.1. I.edni took no notice of tfcf 
letter. 

* \fcnitrur f.yr 184S, p y»4i>. <>ther accoonts gfive slightly diffcrcflt 
!*:irure*. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

The Baskot Cabinet 

On December 20 Louis Xapoleon Bontputt was installed 
as president of the republic, and the same day he amunmoed 
that he had formed a ministry with Odilon Barrat as pre- 
sident of the council of ministers/ The contrast be Hwcn 
the president and the premier was striking; the fonner was 
unscrujiuluus and wily : the latter was honest and credulooi- 
The future emperor is one of the hardest characters in his- 
tory to fathom. Certainly up to the day that he was 
crowned emperor one thought dominated his actions, the 
idea that he was the successor of his uncle. Under LoiBi 
Iliilippe he had made two ignominious attempts to gain 
the throne, but from these failures he had learned wiadoao. 
It is hard to believe that the foolhardy pretender of the 
July Monarchy is the same man who picked his way caic- 
fully through the republic, letting his enemies dtstxof oA 
other. When there was plottir 
Icon leii it to his subordinates sc 
if they were unsuccessful. He 
pany, now with another, and 
The workingmen were attracte< 
I>ene\-(Jcnce and good-will, whic 
which lx>re his name. To t 
couragement of trade and co 

' So Utile wM krown nf the 1 ' 
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France Paris 

Bonaparte S»534»520 74^5% i57,ooo 55% 

Cavaignac 1,448,302 19.5 % 83,000 30% 

Ledru-Rollin 37i,43i 5 % 24500 9% 

Raspail 36I963 0.5 % 14,000 $fo 

Lamartine 17,914 0.25% 3,200 1% 

Changarnier 4,687 005% 

Scattered 12,434 0.15% 

Votes lost 23,219 0.30% 



Total 7,449,471 

This was a brilliant victory for Louis Napoleon but did 
not represent his real strength in the country, for the con- 
servatives who had feared to put up a candidate of their own, 
discontented moderates such as Cremieux, radicals willing 
to vote for anyone to defeat Cavaignac, socialists seduced by 
the vague socialistic ideas in some of the books which bore| 
the name of Louis Napoleon — all voted for the prince. 
There were therefore more radicals than were shown by the 
vote for Ledru-Rollin but nevertheless the small amount of 
ballots cast for him was a bitter pill. In only eight depart- . 
ments did Ledru receive more than ten thousand votes. In f 
nine departments he ran second, ahead of Cavaignac; of '» 
these nine, six were in the south-west corner of France, three I 
in the Loire valley.^ 

* Dehats, December 18, 22, 1848. The nine departments were Allier, 
Correze, Dordogne, Upper 'Garonne, Gers, Indre, Lot et Garonne, East- 
ern Pyrenees, Saone et Loire. 



CHAPTER XVIII 
The Barrot Cabinet 

On December 20 Louis Napoleon Bonaparte was installed 
as president of the republic, and the same day he announced 
tliat he had formed a ministry with Odilon Barrol as pre- 
sident of the council of ministers.^ The contrast between 
the president and the premier was striking; the former was 
unscrupulous and wily: the latter was honest and credulooSu 
The future emperor is one of the hardest characters in his* 
tory to fathom. Certainly up to the day that he was 
crowned emperor one thought dominated his actions, the 
idea tliat he was the successor of his uncle. Under Louis 
niili[>pe he had made two ignominious attempts to gain 
the throne, but from these failures he had learned wisdom. 
It is hard to 1)elieve that the foolliardy pretender of dK 
July Monarchy is the same man who picked his way 
fully through the rqmhlic, letting his enemies destroy 
other. When there was plotting to be done, Louis Napth 
leon left it to his subordinates so tliat he could disa%'Ow thai 
if thev were unsuccessful. He allied himself now with ooe 
party, now with another, and for each he had his appcd. 
The workingmen were attracted by the vague doctrines of 
I)enevolence an<l good-will, which could be read in the boob 
which l)ore his name. To the bourgeoisie he promised cb* 
couragenient of trade and commerce. The clerical 



* S> little was known of the new president's tcndcndcs that 
been rumors that Lcfiru-Rollin had twen asked to join tbc 
Pot-auX'Rosfs, December i9L 
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reform movement out of his hands ; in August he had roused 
the Assembly against the investigating committee of whidi 
Barrot was president. From then on until the fiasco of 
June 13 Ledru-Rollin was to seize every opening given Um 
to attack the Barrot government The following is Barrot*s 
estimate of his opponent: 

M. Ledru-Rollin was a vehement orator in whom the de« 
magogue and the statesman combined in such a way as to 
make him a redoubtable adversary. ... He belooged to that 
class of men in whom ambition and pride are restrained 
neither by the brain nor by the heart. Place such a man in 
private life, and he will fill his existence with foolish enter- 
prises and end with a catastrophe ; throw him into the midst 
of a revolutiociar)' crisis, and he will be Danton or Robespierre 
according to his temperament, sanguine or choleric M. 
Ledni-Rollin was of the type of Danton, full of audacity and 
faith in his own powers ; but sensual and pleasure-loviag be 
united in his person .... the requirements for a demagogue 
but not for an apostle. Hence his vacillation and 11 
tion. In him ambition replaced fanaticism. He could 
society, disturb it profoundly, utter the most temeritous ideas 
. . . work with the a^nts of disorder, undertake and abandon 
conspiracies in a)mpany with them : we do not believe that be 
would have consented to a bloo<ly reign of terror.* 

The first occasion for a conflict between Barrot and Ledm 
came on December 26. 1848 less than a wedc after the in* 
aup^uration of the new ministr}'. Barrot addressed the At- 
semhly, telling how the unanimity of the country was shown 
by the vote of December 10. He said that the government 
desired order and hoped to usher in a period of security after 
that of unrest, that order meant lifieriy and progress. This 
had an attractive sound. Init .several davs earlier General 
Chanpamier had been appointed lioth commander-in-chief 

1 Barrot 2. is* 4^1* 



«j thr Nations] G 

nrM nuliury divi 

:n antl about Pir 

U». CTJuU IKN be I 

nine Mtul priMnttt 

atxiirding lo the d 

i«miy-f<«r hour 

miniuer of war, 

frtpcAMbilitjr colli 

iMCTCH. opnce." 

umI wa* the mp 

(rflKul whci fur l^ 

no r«c MfMTon 

of tKjt which (iM 

famh in thr army 

mm (juid . «> ihi 

tm« " Thr titi 

M thr rrputiJic un 

Sn.»irt« It nucm ii> iw »tiiTicimi. mrrriy lo pmm oui 

:Sr«- ct*nn|cTJ!i.>n». ihc>' muM iniprc»» all Mncere rcpubii- 
rjr.i ir..) 4:! srri..«* mmd* " ' Thi> ipecch dlffcn ffOTO 
I^:ru« "faTi->ti'k rarlirT in the year: il 1* the clear, ditpo*- 

*;. »j;r [■>4.iiiig (■! a lawyer, iirtninf; the vioblion of the 

•;or-: .-• iKr ci>fuiiiuii<in and the letter of thr law of l8jt. 
l^tt:i K-ilirj hj.l a rrtnarka)4c family i(W makiniE legal ex- 

;r-,' -. . Vjf t-> U>Tiirn 

!Urf'-< j<lrii:t« III hii Memoiri that in this dctnie l^ni 

-J ! r;fc-ht 141 hi- »iile " We had hardly taken poucuion o( 
i.:T mrv.ffin whm M I^ru-Kollin heevi that «crie« of 
-■'r;r!.a-: <:< n hirh lilleit and tormenird all our ininiftrrial 

»i »•'-, r l!c ih "w i-t hi* fiftt attack an excellent i^rouitd 
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1831 ; the violation was evident. But I aimed myself with 
the exigencies of the situation.'' ^ In fact Barrot novr 
started out well on his career of apologizing for manifest 
infractions of the law, infractions of which he himself did 
not approve. He declared that he was glad to reply to all 
scruples based on the high ground of constitutionality, but 
he insisted that the ministers were still responsible for any 
acts of Changamier as they had the power of revoking the 
general's ccxnmand. These were not ordinary times, Bairoc 
said; the period of uprisings had scarcely ended, and miity 
of command was necessity; the chief aim of the cabinet was 
to maintain order. 

Ledru again took the floor to rebut the minister. He 
stated correctly : '' I have put as clearly as possible a ooa* 
stitutional question; the minister, being unable to reply to 
the texts I have cited, has merely uttered fine words.** He 
reiterated that the ministers were not truly responsible for 
the acts of Giangamier, for of what a\'ail was the revoking 
of his command if in the meanwhile the general — this was 
a mere hypothesis — should dissolve the Assembly. Depotieft 
protested against such a suggestion, hut Laissac, a member 
of the left, shouted : ** The Eighteenth Hrumaire was some- 
thing like that." When quiet was restored Ledru-RoUin 
continued to his second point, the violation of the law of 
1 83 1, and he showed how extraordinarj' times were explic- 
itly defined in that law in such a way that the term couhl 
not be applied to the existing state of affairs. Ledru con- 
trasted the contradictory pictures drawn by Barrot, on the 
one hand the revi\'al of coounerce and the return of coo- 
fidence. on the other hand the fear of unrest. " Yoa haire 
been unconstitutional," I^ru-Rollin said in closing, "ac- 
cording to yourselves through lightheadedness, according to 

' Barroc 3 : 4^50. 
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will be treated separately) ; he delivered a series of attacks 
on the arbitrar)*- acts of the Barrot cabinet. The next op- 
portunity for a conflict with the government occurred 00 
January 20, 1849. The legislature had created a high court 
for the trial of treason, and the ministry desired to send 
I)efore such a special court at Bourges the leaders involved 
in the affair of May 15. Eugene Raspail, a member of the 
Mountain and the nephew of the prisoner of Vincenncs, pro- 
tested that the law creating this tribunal had not been enacted 
until after Mav i^, and that it was not retroactive. 

After Bon jean, a d^ontv of the right, had denied re- 
troactivitv, I^ni-Rollin olHained the floor. He declared 
that he would speak clearly and avoid legal hair-splitting. It 
was a commonly accepted principle, he said, that when a 
malefactor committed a crime, he shotdd know the penahy 
attached. It was unfair to say that there were two distinct 
matters, the penal law and the law of procedure, and thai 
the latter could be modified after the crime, for there were 
cases where a man might prefer a Draconian law and a jury 
to a milder law administered by a court sure to condemn 
him. The only two exceptions to the principle of change of 
venue did not apply in this case under discussion. BesideSk 
when once a certain court had taken charge of a nutter, as 
had occurred in this case, the jurisdiction could tmder no 
circumstances be changed. In the constitution the executm, 
legislative, and judicial powers had been cleariy separated; 
now the legislature was try'ing to encroach on the judiciary. 
I^ru-Rollin next consideretl the question of non-retrooc* 
tivity. He quoted Merlin de Douai on the Cadoudal case 
which, he showed, presented an identical situation. He 
c|Uf>tcd Soliciior-CicmTal Dupin. the chief advocate for the 
law under <liscussion. and al<w> Odilon Barrot on the Trans- 
ncir.ian aff.iir of i'^34- Lcdru claimed tliat the rejection 
l»v the .Assembly of the De\'ille amendment that crimes 
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in a bill closing the clubs ; he requested urgency for the biQ. 
A committee was to be chosen by the bureaus to consider 
the question of urgency.* In the first bureau Ledru op- 
posed urgency. He declared that he spoke in a bureau for 
the first time in his parliamentar)' career. The bill violated 
the constitution, he said: the danger of public security 
seemed to him a joke: the government would next demand 
the suppression of the press. The ministry should reqxct 
the right of association as had the executive oomtnissioiL 
The vote for a member of the committee from the first 
bureau was dose: only on the third ballot was Bavoux« a 
member of the right, chosen by 25 votes to 24 for Ledm* 
RoHin.' 

On January 27 Scriard. member of the left centre and 
reporter for the committee to which the demand for urgency 
had been submitted, declared that the subject of closing the 
clubs was too important for a hurried discussion and that 
the existing law was sufficient for all needs. Barrol asserted 
that the idea of closing the clubs had long been in people's 
minds and that there would be no hurry if urgency were 
a^eerl to: that a definite decision must be reached and that 
the government preferred defeat to uncertainty. Ledm* 
Rollin replied that the entire responsibility for the existing 
agitation alK>ut the clubs lay with the go\Tmment, and that 
to consider closing the clubs was a violation of the consti- 
tiition. tf»r that drx-umcnt guarantetfl right of pulJic meet* 
ing. lil)erty of petition, and free<lom of the press. " Only 
the exercise of these rights can l>e limited in order to main- 
tain public security." IVgency should not be voted to 
mutilate the constitution. Carrot asked why delay 



* The French Icinslature is rlividcd by I'-t into bureaui which 4!ii 
any V\\U before the oflficiAl debate in the unitevl asfcmbly «id which 
elcc? member* of committees to consider bills. 

• Ci^nstitutu^HHil, Di^bats. January iH. iHig. 
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partists. On January 29 an uprising \kzs feared The events 
of this " day '* are very obscure. Marrast, president of the 
Assembly, ordered certain troops to approach the Palais 
Bourbon and protect it. General Changamier, neglected* 
overlooked, or disobeyed the order, and assuming dictatorial 
powers, told the troops to listen only to his commands. But 
times were not ripe for a change, and on the thirtieth Puis 
awoke to find that neither the threatened popular uprising 
nor the Bonapartist coup d'etat had materialized. The day 
had, however, shown the insubordination of General 
Changamier. 

As nothing was done about the impeachment of the min- 
isters, on January 31, Vczin, a meml)er of the right, asked 
whether it had been withdrawn,and if not why it had not been 
referred to the bureaus. Ledru replied that he himself had 
l)een instructed by the signatories to make the same demand: 
not only was the impeachment not withdrawn but further 
accusations would be added to it.' In fact the extreme left 
published a protest against the e\'ents of January 29.* On 
I-Vbniary 3 Raze, a meml)er of the extreme right, asked why 
the further acxrusations had not been produced and demanded 
urgency for the discussion of the impeachment. The As- 
sembly rejcctcfl this demand, and that was the last heard 
of the entire matter. 

One of the clubs which the government most feared was 
the Solidaritc rcpublicaine. On Januar>' 10 Leon Faucher 
had written to the prefects that there existed such a dub 
with central offices at Paris and branches in the departments, 
that this was a state within a state and therefore a menace, 
that it \%-as an unauthorized societv and a secret club, and 
the law of July 27^, 1S47 forliade l»oth secret clul>s and cor- 

* Mcnitcur 131. 

^ Reform f. Fchriury 3: P.'^jfj. Fchruary i. The sigiutorics 
:i!rr<»«t the same as thc>5e to the impeachment. 
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against an association; in the former case it was a matter 
for the judiciary, in the latter for the legislature. He 
warned the Assembly that all kinds of associations miglit 
be attacked, conservative as well as radical. Baroche, the 
attorney-general, interrupted to declare Chat it made no dif- 
ference whether there had been a plot or an aocusatioa 
against an association, that the govenunent had turned 
the matter over to the courts, and that the previous orator 
should defend himself there. Ledru restuned : The assoda- 
tion had been attacked, for twenty-seven of its members had 
been arrested at its headquarters. The courts were slow and 
it had always been the practice to bring such matters before 
the Ic^slature. The raid was not a mere isolated oocurrenoe 
but part of the general high-handed proceedings of January 
29. The Solidaritc rcpublicaine was not the only associa- 
tion with branches ; for instance, there existed the consenra* 
tive Friends of the Constitution, The matter concerned a 
violation of the right of public meetings. The Solidarity 
republicaine was not a secret society: its constitution had 
been published and its placards had been openly posted. 
It was a society founded for electoral purposes and to gire 
aid to workingmen. It had lieen registered as prescribed by 
the law. It Iiad none of the cliaracteristics of a sccrcf 
society as defined by Solicitor-General I>upin. .MI parties 
ought to side with the Mountain on this question, as all 
clubs existed by the .<^ame right as this one. " The SolidariU 
republicaine has its roots in the constitution and }t>u cannot 
close it without violating the constitution." ^ This speech 
made out a good case for the association, but rambled more 
than Ledru's l>etter orations. The .Assembly was tired of 
the discussion and passed to the order of the day. 

.A few days later the radical deputies compbined to the 
attorney-general of the slanders against the association to 

* Sf<miteur for 1840, pp. 13 f -a. 
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The force of the democratic idea was invincible; the armj 
was powerless against it. " The army! But it is com p o s ed 
of our brothers. Let it remain but a month in Paris and it 
becomes socialist. I>o you know what is done then? The 
authorities send from the capital the diseased regiments, as 
they call them, and these diseased regiments carry to the 
provinces the disease of socialism.'* Ledru said that his 
party demanded not merely universal suffrage but the organ- 
ization of labor and that this demand would be obtained; that 
his opponents might as well op]x>se the course of a mountain 
torrent as the will of the peoi)le.* 

Of the speeches made at this lianquet of February 25 the 
most remarked were those of Pierre I^roux, Felix Pyat, 
and Ijedru-Kollin. I^ru's discourse is very important as 
it marks the point where he proclaimed himself a socialist 
The significance of this has rarely Iieen grasped b)- histor- 
ians. Not a single t)elief did the leader of the Mountain 
change. He had always advocated social reforms, but he 
had denied that he was a socialist since he thought that 
that meant accepting communism. Now he accepted 
neither communism nor Utofnanism, but he changed hu 
opinion as to the meaning of the word socialism, and he 
was willing to let his ideas be called socialist, the same ideas. 
as Mathicu de la Drnme had pointed out, that he had hdd 
in 1S41. This attitude of Ijedru meant a union of the 
radicals and socialists in the dcftwcratic mid social Patrty, 
an alliance which lasted through the second empire. 

I-edni-Rollin's sj^eech, especially the part on the socialist 
propaganda in the army, caused much alarm in conservative 
ranks. Mt»lt" desired that Ixdru's assertion as to the armv 

m 

W publicly denied in the Assem!)ly,' and General Bugeaod 

* AV: ^/iirit>fi di-m^Kratuiue et jiVtj/r. February j6; Riformt, Pgmfk. 
Kf*»ruary 27. 

" Ca*!fI'.Anc 4: 140. 
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orators proved the desire for disorder, that by the law 
of 1790 the prefect of police had the right to enter, that 
no violence had been used. Pierre Leroux claimed that the 
banquet was a friendly affair. Victor Grandin, member 
of the right, asserted that the ministr}* was not sufficiently 
severe, that the terrilJe poverty was caused by the doctrines 
enunciated in the clubs, bv such statements as those of Lednx 
at the Ixinquet of h>bruary 25. 

Of course this challenge brought Ledru-RolUn to his 
feet, lie ridiculed the fear of the radicals as ** a pitiful 
phantasmagoria employed by the late monarchy against M. 
(irandin himself when he was in opposition." He qnoCcd 
Duvcrgicr dc Ilaurannc. Maleville, and Ilarrot in conncaioo 
with the banquet agitation in 1K47. I^ru asserted that it 
was foolish to blame the misery of the {xrople on those who 
were constantly working for the amelioration of the lot of 
the proletariat by social reforms. Turning to the legal as- 
pects of the matter \a^\t\i showed that the law of 1790 as 
interpreted by the constitution of 1791 did not apply to such 
interference as had just occurred. He ended brilliantly. 
He told how (luizot had warned Barrot when the latter was 
defending;; the right of public meeting: "Take care, for if 
you are ever on the same lienches as we, pursued by the 
same exigencies, you will act as we are acting: " how Barroc 
had cried : " I guarantee that I shall not. I take a fonnal 
engagement to that effect : " how Guizot had disdainfully re- 
torted: "I do not accept M. Barrot*s guarantee." Then 
I>edru concluded: " When the head of the present govern- 
ment thus verified M. GuizrK's suspicions to the letter, be 
underwent in my eyes the cruellest of all punishments/* * 

-^ !^\scou9s f.>:i:i^ufs 2 Kj^jos. On Nfarch 4 the .Vdli>«a/. now a 
whMe-hranrd sup{><>r!cr ff the ra<licals. cimti'lered LecJni't tpttA 
"c-">nci*r mTvou'*. cxtrcniel> loKiCil." Th< A'/rWiifuni dhmotraii^me ii 
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CHAPTER XIX 

End of the Constituent Assembly 

By March 1849 Parties in the Constituent Assembly had 
become definitely organized. The Mountain had become 
smaller than it was nine months earlier, but it now voted as a 
solid unit. Long before March Jules Favre, Landrin and 
the members of the left had separated from this grouft 
Somewhat later Flocon and the less revolutionary members 
of the extreme left had severed connections with the radical 
club. There remained, therefore, a comparatively small but 
united group. Its headquarters had been moved from the 
Rue de Taitlx>ut to 7 Rue neuve des bons Enfants. and on 
April 16 they were to be moved again to 6 Rue du Hasard, 
where they were to remain till after June 13, 1849. Lamen- 
nais was the titular head of the Mountain, but Ledru*RolIin 
was its guiding spirit and chief spokesman. There exists 
no list of the memt)ers of this group, but from the numerous 
manifestoes. im|)eachments. and protests signed by thcm» 
it is possible to ascertain who were certainly Montagnards, 
who were possible memliers of this group, and who belonged 
to the indqHrndenl extreme left. 

Undoubted Nfountain 66 

Questionable Nf ountain I J 

Independent extreme left 49 

Total extreme left Ijfl > 

* I'ndr.Hibted mt-tiU-r* of the Mountain were Arraud du Var, J 
Bac. Haunc. l!en«it. M^rrin IWrnard, I*>enho!t«. Hravard 
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of the National Guard. Deludre explained that Changamier 
had now held his illegal double command for three months 
and ought not to receive a double salary. Leon Faucfaer 
asserted that the double command was only a temporary 
measure and that fear of disturbances was not >'et over. 
I^ru could not let slip this opportunity of criticizing the 
government. The ministers originally stated, he declared. 
tliat this violation of the law of 1831 was a temporary 
measure, but they had attempted to make it permanent by 
eternally declaring that order had been troubled. " The 
necessity of maintaining order is constantly being asserted 
But order does not exist when there is anarchy in the bws.*' 
I^edru then reiterated his claim as to Changarnier's lack of 
responsilnlity. He in>isted that either the cabinet should re- 
fi:ularize the situation by havini: the law of 1831 repealed or 
that the Assembly should refuse the appropriation for the 
salary r»f the dictaiur.* I'auchcr again asserted the respon- 
sibility 01 the ministry for the acts of Changamier. Var- 
i(^us orators of the left an<l centre supported the reduction 
of the Imdj^et, and the amendment was |»assed 361 to 304. 
A selt-rc<i)ecting cal»inet would after this either have re- 
si^LTncfl f»r have rectified the act blamed. I'aucher and 
l^arrot did nothing. 

The cf^nscrvatives rccciveil another settxick a few davs 

m 

later. The inu>ositi(>n of the tax of fortv-five centimes was 
one of the most tmpopular acts of the provisional pwrm- 
ment. On April \2 accnrdingly. during the discussion on 
the budjret C'havoix. a meml»cr of the extreme left, intro- 
dnced an amendment to a'[»ay the sums collectecl on this 
tax. During the dekite Duclerc. minister of the treasury 
under the executive comniissij»n. asserted that the finances 
had \hx\\ in a flourishing >tate until Ixrdru-Kollin's circular 
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the person who had advocated the suspension be named* 
that this person could defend his idea as he was a deputy. 
Ledru then related how Ddamarre ^ had proposed a forad 
loan. He explained that calumnies had been circulated 
against his own personal integrity and that the courts had 
declared that they had no jurisdiction in such a case.' Thus 
it was his duty, Ledru said, when the opportunity offered^ 
to tear the mask from one of his opponents.* 

Goudcliaux maintained that he was in honor bound not 
to violate the confidence reposed in him and that there foce 
he could not name the man who had proposed to him sus- 
pension of payments. Me told how Fould, a Bonapartist 
hanker, liad criticized him for paying out money as obliga- 
tions came due. I^dru and a fellow-Montagnard inter- 
rupteil to say that Fould then must be the man who had 
suggested suspension of payments. ** I say no,** replied the 
Bonapartist banker. ** I say yes,*' shouted Goudchaux. 
Imagine the sensation. Fould tried explanations and 
denials, but his defense was overthrown by Goudchaux* 
supported by Marrast and Cremieux. Even Barrot was coo- 
\nnced tliat Fould was prevaricating.* 

This deflate was a triumph for the republicans. The onus 
of shady fmancial suggestions was thrown back on a pro- 
minent Bonapartist, Fould, and on a prominent Orleanist* 
Delamarre. The latter sent a letter to the Assembly ask- 
ing for authorization to prosecute Letlru-Rollin for Ms 



* I^dru did not name him, but members of Uie extreme left 
his name from their benches. See pp. 8$HP> 

- See pafre 61. 

' Mnnitrur 14.S0. 

MI;irr..t t i.SSo. Barnt admits tf at Le<?ru was cleared of the charge 
of a<!v<<Atin{: bankruptcy, but unuMc to \< just to ;tn ail^ersarjr. kr 
ailds • "Wbin M. I.c-Iru-R'^»lljn' i>rip'^sc«l |ap>er mK nry . . . did he not 
rrv.*. r tsiiKri:; tcy ir.tv itub*c "'" 
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When order was restored, Ledru continued. If anarchistic 
sentiments had been pronounced in public meetings, he said,- 
they were but a reprisal for those uttered by a certain con- 
servative who had declared that socialism must be destroyed 
not refuted. Den joy interrupted: "You would prefer 
society to perish ! " A bitter altercation ensued in which 
Denjoy considered himself insulted. Referring to the legal 
aspect of the matter, Ledru compared Faucher's circulars 
to his subordinates with the law of 1790 on which the right 
of interference was based, and he expressed a doubt as to 
whether the minister had ever read the law. He cited a law 
of 1789 specifically denying the right of police intervention. 
Ledru next began a line of argument which he claimed to 
have taken from Maleville; he declared that an interpreta- 
tive circular in connection with the law of 1790 had excepted 
electoral meetings from police surveillance. Besides, he 
added, the Constituent assembly of 1790 had blamed the 
municipality of Dax for police intervention. He went over 
the arguments again and then summed them up. This piece 
of convincing but ill-arranged and dull dialectic was in- 
terrupted by a fist-fight: a Montagnard, Eugene Raspail,. 
had struck Point, a deputy of the right. When the ddxite 
was resumed, Ledru declared that he had practically finished 
and would say no more.^ 

Barrot tried to quibble with Ledru-Rollin's arg^uments. 
The police, he said, had a right to attend political meetings 
as citizens. The right to dissolve a meeting was not the 
same as the right of surveillance. The police had to keep 
order and prevent clubs from transforming themselves into 
electoral assemblies. Barrot claimed that Ledru had con- 
fused the right of surveillance and the right of prevention. 
His speech was clever but sophistical. 

1 Disc ours politiques 2: 249-264. 
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the order of the day pure and simple against the opposition 
of the entire left and of a part of the left centre, 

The altercation between Den joy and Ledru resulted in a 
duel. Duels between deputies were common in 1848 and 
1849.^ Reports of duels by Ledru-RoUin had been circu- 
lated • but his affair with Denjoy was the only one in which 
the leader of the Mountain took part. On April 13 at five 
in the evening the opponents met near the Pont dc Neuilly. 
It was raining torrents, but the adversaries were f^ced at 
twenty paces with pistols. Ledru fired and missed, but only 
the cap of Denjoy's cartridge exploded. Ledru-RoUin in- 
sisted that his antagonist shoot again, but the latter re- 
fused. Denjoy offered his hand, saying he had always had 
a high opinion of Ledru-Rollin personally. Ledru replied 
that no agreement was possible between persons who held 
such different views, but Denjoy still persisted and the two 
shook hands. At the Assembly Considerant was lecturing 
on socialism, and over two-hundred deputies escaped to the 
lobby to discuss the duel. When Denjoy arrived, Faucher 
shook him eft'usivelv bv the hand.* 

The Mountain continued its attack on the ministry. The 
Assembly had sent an expedition to Italy to prevent an 
Austrian attack on Rome. The troops had attacked the 

* I'Vr other duels, sco Arcav 2j;j. 

'On Xv-'Ycmbcr o, 1S48, the R^fc^rmt denied that Ledm had been 
wounded. t.>\ IVoenibcr 10 the R^'olvti^n d^mocroiique ei sociale de- 
r.ied that he hsvl been killed in a duel with a fellow-deptity, 

*Gallois J^ohx^: Pix PA-m^^-rr. April 14; Timrs, April id. For offi- 
cial declarations o: the seconds, see R/f.-^rmr. April 14; Xatiamai, April 
15. Ledni's sec\>nds were two Montagnards, Pyat and Joly Sr,; Den- 
joy's were Rara,cucy d'il:':iers and Laussat two depiifies of the ex- 
treme rijjht. For c'ever satire see Lampion. May. la The foOowioK 
couplet is piven: 

" Ce grand represent. nVtant qufm palloqnet, 
Ses temoins sont partis, mais pas son pistoleL** 
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own, and no troops responded to Marrast*s conunvuL The 
deadlock was broken, but Changamier had again shown his 
insubordination. 

On the next day, May 23 Cretnieux interpellated the gov- 
ernment on the rumors of attempts to reestablish the empire. 
He told how there was talk of an agreement between L4xus 
Napoleon and the northern monarchs to destroy democracy in 
Europe and also rumors of the replacement of the honest 
Barrot cabinet by a Thiers-Uugeaud-Falloux combination 
which would carry out a coup d'etat. Considerant and 
St. Komnic, another deputy of the extreme left, supported 
these accusations. 

Ix'dru then obtained the tloor. He asserted that the 
cveiils of the previous day were circumstantial evidence of a 
plot. lie told h(»w iVoiilcnt Marrast had informed the 
premier of the (lcadl<»ck. I'arrot shouteil a denial, but 
Marrast vouched iuv the truth of this fact. I^ru-KoIIin 
continued, waxing' wroth at the denial of Itarrot. At the 
very lime, lie saiil. when the tr«M»ps should have licen ready 
to oi)ev the coniniaiids of the otVicers of the .\sscm!ilv. 
<'han;;arnier had written to the c»»!onds of the armv to oJie\- 
only t»rders ;,Mven by himself. '* lie did well." cried Ouen- 
iin-l*atich:irt. v.hereiijMwi Antiniy Tliouret. a member of 
the left, niadv an an^^ry ret'Tt. Marrast had S'^at diffi- 
culty in (|u:etinj:,' tlicsc two disputants. Ixdru resumed, say- 
ini: that if the .\>^eniMy required pr<jof of a pl<K, it should 
name a coinini<^ii»n t** interrM^jate Chanjjamier and the 
cnlnncls. He ;:ave exanii)les of earlier defiances of the 
let^iNlatnre 1>\ I jiiun NajH.JcMii an*! ( 'hanjf:irnier. and he asked 
what dean-r pr*-.: of coriNpiracy c«»nld I* wantetl than the 
refx-ated div>!.oli<-:;re •»f tlie '/ir'-tTal. He ^aid that the Mon- 
ra'^'t^ird-i d'--Tr 1 .ir: i'ut-* ■' ir'"Ti -;•• that ii wm-iM }< clear 
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he disol)eyed the orders of the Assembly, he wished to fight 
against it in behalf of the government — ^all that is true, but 
his intentions are excellent, he profoundly respects the As- 
sembly? " Ledru observed that it was absurd to plead ignor- 
ance of events in Changamier's behalf, that the general could 
not liave written his letter to the colonels except to caned 
Marrast's orders, that Changamier even thought the letter 
so imix)rtant that he had written it with his own hand. 
Here Barrot interrupted to explain that Changamier had 
not written but had dictated the letter. Colonel Charras. 
a member of the extreme left, denied this, and General 
Clement Thomas asked why Giangamier, who had a seat 
in the legislature, did not explain matters himself. Ledm 
continued, asking for an investigation into the affair and 
repeating his former arguments. Although an investiga- 
tion might prove merely that a folly had been committed, 
what, he asked, were Louis Napoleon's attempts to gain the 
throne in 1836 and in 1840 but follies? * 

There had been excitement .ill through I^dru's speech bat 
nothing to equal the outburst of indignation at this last 
question. Kmile de Girardin, the intluential free-lance 
journalist, declared that it was not i)ermissible to call the 
elect of six millions a fool. Etienne Arago and Martin 
Hernard had an angry colloquy with Barrot. The latter de- 
clared that the president of the republic could be attacked bjr 
constitutional metlKxIs. but that it was illegal to attack a 
man who could not answer. President Marrast mildlv re- 
buked I^dru-Rollin for the words he liad used. 

I'inallv I^Iru resumed. He declared that his statement 
was not an insult but historv. He l)elieved in the absolute 
h(niesty of Harrt>t and he did not accuse the president of the 
republic, but there were many conspirators in Ix»uis Napo- 

' lUscc^urs fK<iliqufs 2:.U2-a 
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political prisoners was lost by four votes, most of the oentie 
abstaining from voting. There was a brief dtscussioo in 
which Ledru took part as to the powers of the oflfidab of 
the Assembly in the period before the new legislature should 
meet, but an harmonious agreement was reached.^ Arroand 
Marrast read his president's address, and the Assembly 
passed into history. 

1 Momiemr 191a 




1 lit irul »i 
€i:.<-is inv.Jvct) 
.« Mifch ^ ll 
*unmx«>nl ii ' 

hr tpulcf at a b 
Bon he had f; 
(<rli(i(; tnwant 
tui) ciuarrrlnl 

• .« ■■ \Vh«i ; 

"- ! <s ; < ifirrr the rcirmcy Wbm a rrvok in behalf 
■ >^- ■ !u-i. \ :• altcni(HrtI. t*\t tli<^ mil cbcTT leplimacy. 
' -' ;-.ji.r* ■:^ ..f ihr ffriing aninutin|; the people, one de- 
.-• . . r'-.c (■\;.:i:;t a.iin;ni*tratii»i. and by a »lei|[ht of hand 
'r . .-4 r . tlif j;.j1 iW*irrd ■■ ' Ileaumanl-Vaasjr. a con- 
^- ,■ ..- .*: -itrr. uid "The |kantamine with whkh M. 
! r ■ : ; - n AiKKntunint thoe words tmpretscd than on 

• if f: 'TTi TV ■•{ all itre*mt " ' 

- "- l/.'..(/»r /«. i#» pv gi>«. ^u: R*f»rmt. Uttxh 

■i-»^t i-r IV "I, IJI lA 1^ ISJ-i IKh ll^ 

^'l•<^ j: . r IWiOKM-Vkuj 4 A. Bnu^ Btiuj 



296 LEDRU-ROLUS ASD SECOSD FRESCH REPUBUC [450 

The court was unfair to the prisoners but not so unfair 
as the one that sat later at Versailles to try Ledru-RoUiii 
and his friends on account of the fiasco of June 13. PinaOj 
on April 13 sentence was pronounced. General Cdortais 
was acquitted. All the other prisoners were found guiky of 
sedition. A peculiarity of the sentence was that Blanqui. un- 
doubtedly more involved in the affair of May 1 5 than Barbis 
or Raspail or Albert, received a lighter penalty. Louis Blanc 
and Caussidiere had escaped to England; the prosecution 
produced no e\^dence against them but condemned them in 
their absence. This was the first of these political con- 
demnations by the judiciary, with which the government of 
Louis Xapoleon was continually busy. 

In another trial Ledru-Rollin acted as lawyer for the ac- 
cused. Deleschize was prosecuted for inciting to hatred 
and for attacking; the Constituent .-\sseml>Iy in his articles 
in the Kc7*olution dcmocratique et sociale. On March 13. 
1849 the case was tried/ I^dru deplored the revival of 
animosities which liad t)egun to die out. lie claimed that 
it was absurd to accuse Delescluze of liatred for the re- 
public, as for twenty years he had been advocating a republic 
Me clcfentletl the truth of I>elescluze*s newspaper accounts of 
the National Workshops, of the June Days, and of January 
2i}, and aske<l why republicans only, never roj'alists, 
l>rou|;^ht to trial. I Ic declared that attacking Cavaigna< 
not attacking the Assembly. He maintained that it 
unjust to protest a^inst newspaper discussion of the 
June Days. He compared the prosecution with the lefunl 
of the courts to hear cases of calumnies against conservatiire 

' It ha<I brm pr>vt{Minr(l from February 13 on account of the illncsi of 
Ledni-RoIIin. l>rlc^clu/e had told the c^mrt: "The sickness of Ci 
Ledru-Ri>Ilin is serious. For several days he has been spitting 
plentifully. . . . This nu*rninf( when I left bim, he was ahoot to 
hWi\.*'—Rt^.olution (Umocraiiqur ft lociale, Febnury 14. On the 
tieth Ledru had completely recovered.— /M.. February aoi. 
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and wines, the eleven-hour day; they could elect those who 
had voted for the reduction of postage rates, the abolitioii 
of the salt tax, the budget, and the preamble to the coastitu- 
tion. The foreign policy of the Mountain was that aU 
nations should be free and should be given aid to liberate 
themselves when they asked for it, that France was pledged 
to succor Poland, Italy, Cicrmany, Hungary. The internal 
policy of the Mountain was to improve the condition of the 
I)ef>ple and to enlighten them ; to follow up the expulsion of 
the monarch with the expulsion of misery and ignorance. 
Proi)erty was the basis of the family and of society, but that 
involved the right to laI)or. The slate should extend aid. 
that is instruments of labor, to all. Taxes should be pro- 
gressive. The size c»f the army and the length of service 
should be reduced, a reserve should l>e organized, and pen- 
sions should be granted. Education should be free and ad- 
ministered by the state, and the salaries of teachers ought 
to be increased. The emacipation r>f the lower clergy, judi- 
cial reform, state administration of such natural monopolies 
as railroads and mines were other items in the program of 
the Mountain. In the sphere of |)olitical organization it 
advfxrated universal and direct suffrage; unity of power and 
division of functir>ns: an executive revocable l>y the legisla- 
ture and subordinate to it. ** Finally, all the consequences 
of the three fn'cat principles of the revolution: that is. gar- 
emment of all, by all. and for all: the republic one and in- 
divisible: the democratic and social republic.*** This pro- 
clamation is the f)est summarv of wluit the radicals of 

m 

1848-0 advocated. Half of what they demanded has since 
l*ecome law : the other lialf occupies a prominent place in the 
programs of the proj^ressive parties of today. .-Ml these 
ideas arc rcnsnnat>lc: none are impracticable. 



»;':i. .\;.rjl 5. \^A,*y. Kr'orm^ \pril r»: PrurU, April 7- The 
rr. *>; imp 'rtant ra'!ical an.! ^'^ialift nfw»papcrs and 56 dcpaticfl, i 
ciuiiing I.«'!ru. ^igr.cd this tlrclaratinn. 
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been a campaign of individuals. Now three distinct parties 
were bringing forward their candidates. On one side were 
the radicals and socialists headed by Ledru. On the 
other side was the combination of all types of conserva- 
tives: Bonapartists, Orleanists, legitimists, clericals. Be- 
tween these two and attracting little attention was the gmt 
parliamentary group of the left and the centre, the modvalcs 
of the provisional government, the supporters of Cavaignac 

Besides being a candidate in Paris, Ledru also ran in at 
least fourteen departments.* 

The government worked against I^edru-Rollin. At Val- 
enciennes the authorities tried to stop men from wearing 
his picture. At Cherbourg the prefect spoke openly agaimt 
him. At Marmande the sub-prefect persecuted all offidab 
who supported him.' 

" The departments were full of rumors published by the 
anarchists.*' said an Knglish traveler. " One country paper 
announced that I^niis Nap<'>Ieon had been deposed, another 
tliat Ijedni-kollin and .Marrast had l)een appointed dictators, 
and another that Na|K>leon had proclaimed himself en- 
IKTor." * 

The friends of Ix^lru thought that it would be advisabk 
for him to tour the provinces. He could not accept all tte 
invitations he received. To Bordeaux he sent a friend in 

* Allicr. I.urr < lar.l. ri>i»cr Garonne. Gers. Gironde. Hcranh. ladrc 
N*i»rth. rKnicl.r^ .lu KJiMnc. Sa»*»nc ct I^rc. Sarthe. Lower Seine. W. 
McmMo. Iun fi.ivu* %%a> i>rop«6od in .\in. .Xiinc, Cretise. May«nac tmd 
I*a<i <ic ^alu:^. but his name was not on the oflfidal socialist list, la 
Anici'.ncN. Iva^trrn Pyrenees, and Somme Ledru withdrew his mamL, 
KtT r{>t'<-'r Al^.s. ]!c (t Viiainr. I^ndes. Maine et Loire, and Tani 10 
«-t:i!i>!ic« arc a\ai*a!>!c. In the Sarthe uhen the departmental caaMasr 
killiti- i. Ijci\tii Can-.c ^:^t wi!h .h»i ••ut of Sjo votes. — Gayon 1 51: 
t'-'U'-tiT «.f I^ Mans. April j^y :>4V. 

• v' '«fn;j*r:.n»ii-.' May j»>; Reforme .\pril 14. March 11. 

" >f?:i.'r 1 \\\. May :5. \^r 
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At seven o'clock that evening he left Chaleauroux. He 
stopped off at Issoudun to make a second address there. 
Late at night he arrived at Bourges and was again forced 
to speak. The next morning he left for Moulins.^ So 
far his trip had been a great success/ but it was to end 
with some unfortunate occurrences. 

Ledru-Rollin reached Moulins in the evening of April 
30 and was accompanied by a crowd of several thousand 
citizens from the barrier to the house of the Montagnard 
Mathe, where he was to lodge.' The next day a banquet 
of five thousand radicals and socialists took place in a closed 
garden. On a boulevard from which this garden could be 
OTcrlooked conservatives had collected to hiss the orators and 
drown their s()eeches. Nevertheless the banquet passed off 
smoothly. I-edru enunciated the principles of his party,* 
and other orators gave voice to their opinions. The ban* 
queters intended to march out from the garden, but they 
were attacked by the conservatives on the lx>ulevard. Ledm 
and his friends restrained their followers and a violent col- 
lision was avoided. The moderate newspaper, the Cam- 
stitution observed : ** A quarrel arose lietween those leaving 

^ Rc'rolution dcmocratique ct socialc, Nfay Ji; Droit Commmm of 
r.ourRcs. May i : Rt-publiquc de 1848 of Rourj^es. May 2. 

* Sec Siaillcr .*4«>. and for the attitude nf a cuciscrvativc, mc BreCo^ 

lioissy 2: l,U. 

' Thrfmf.:iitn:t il.c- account of the nccurrciiccs at Ijc Mans, the namtiw 
oi I-t-ilru in I'ijcours f^^itiijurs J: J<>.»-6 is cIo%rly followed. It U 
:";rT:;cd by the acc' ui.t in Mauve ^'^74 and by the trMimony at the Rm 
trial wliich {••!! ^«e«i the*^- events; al<o l-y the radical R^f^uhlicmm dt 
lAUit-r qufitcd in the Rriolution di'moct^iti^fuc ft soctaU. May X ^0^ 
by the n.i-Klcr.ite ('.•»i.ff:.'i«ri"ii dr lAllier qUftrd in the PcupU. May ^ 
The conservative jiain-r-.. tie .'/•-»':* '^iJi' dc IWUicr and the Echo 4* 
i'.Uiirr, (litTer «.>mewhat: tluy ir.M^t that .Moulins was hcntilc to the 
r.L lica!^ and that the facti< n ••( l.c 'ru started each '-f the disturhsUKCt. 

* For *i>eech. see R^f^u^lujin. Tlie C'*nservative new*;apert fahely 
c*..inird that the >i»cech was incrr.diary. an appeal aKain«t the 
a".«I the rich. 




••571 

Thm thn 
AfMthn 

whil« ttw { 
frv hund 
o'cbrk (W» 
Inr ihrcT (i 
a cntnmiti 
crowd** 

Hr mirrtl 

to 'he !-■» 

whjtf ».lt 
«i!h a t..( 
■Sr S' -I- „ ^.._ __.,„_ 

I f'.f: ' :i..>- ; ■ wn!cil the iloii'icraiic anil Mwiil republic: 

'^ r" ■ '.i ■ ' 1 :'';r ;»'li c* < '1 'he MiKiiiiain ' 

J .- - ■ .-»*■ Jr r.^-t il I .-,>! \peil 1%. 



: (1- ..-'- ...1 * .! t.f«Tit>n« •. M^ 



3o6 LEDRU'ROLUNASDSECOSDFRESCHREPUBUC [460 

Moulins while Ledru and Mathe sped on to Paris, maldn; 
no stop at Bourges where they caught a train. 

On May 2 the Constituent Assembly was in session wIicd 
Ledru and Mathe rushed in. Ledru was given the floor im- 
mediately. He related his adventures and declared that the 
insult of Moulins concerned the entire Assembly as some of 
its members had been attacked. He feared rq>risals and 
hoped the Assembly would order an immediate investigation 
and the trial of those who had assailed him. As a jury 
in the department of the AUier would be prejudiced in favor 
of the National Guard, he asked that the trial take pboe 
elsewhere. Ledru declared that he himsdf believed that 
the aflfair was the work of a few conspirators.^ Barrot re- 
plied that in spite of differences with Ledru-Rollin he deeply 
felt the insult, that violence led to violence and must be 
punished, that the Assembly might rely on the government 
to order a judicial investigation immediatdy. 

Mathe presented a formal demand that the trial shoold 
not take place in Moulins; he added that a royalist agent 
had tried to stir up trouble at Sangoins, but that fortunately 
he ami Ledru had not passed through that town.' A pce- 
liminary report of the attorney-general maintained that 
there was provocation at the banquet, that there was no pre- 
me<litation in the attack.' The government transferred the 
trial to Riom in the department of Puy de Dome. Fourteen 
individuals were arrested, but all but three were rdeased 
l)efore the trial began on .Vugust 19. The prosecutioQ 
proved the attack, and apparently identified the aocoscd as 
assailants, but it showed no energy in its arraignment and 
claimed that the attack was unpremeditated. The defense 

* Pise ours poUtiqufs 2 : jg;J-8. 

* Sctional, May 7. iKip: PeufU, Maya 

*Archi\cs N'aM<malc< BB.v>-3'»:. quoted Lfbe>-. Slinist^e 
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Moulins while Ledru and Mathe sped on to Paris, making 
no stop at Bourges where they caught a train. 

On May 2 the Constituent Assembly was in session when 
Ledru and Mathe rushed in. Ledru was given the floor im- 
mediately. He related his adventures and declared that the 
insult of Moulins concerned the entire Assembly as some of 
its members had been attacked. He feared reprisals and 
hoped the Assembly would order an inmiediate investigation 
and the trial of those who had assailed him. As a jury 
in the department of the AUier would be prejudiced in favor 
of the National Guard, he asked that the trial take place 
elsewhere. Ledru declared that he himself believed that 
the affair was the work of a few conspirators.^ Barrot re- 
plied that in spite of differences with Ledru-Rollin he deeply 
felt the insult, that violence led to violence and must be 
punished, that the Assembly might rely on the government 
to order a judicial investigation immediately. 

Mathe presented a formal demand that the trial should 
not take place in Moulins; he added that a ro3^ist agent 
had tried to stir up trouble at Sangoins, but that fortunately 
he and Ledru had not passed through that town.* A pre- 
liminary report of the attorney-general maintained that 
there was provocation at the banquet, that there was no pre- 
meditation in the attack.' The government transferred the 
trial to Riom in the department of Puy de Dome. Fourteen 
individuals were arrested, but all but three were released 
before the trial began on August 19. The prosecution 
proved the attack, and apparently identified the accused as 
assailants, but it showed no energy in its arraignment and 
claimed that the attack was unpremeditated. The defense 

* Discours politiques 2 : 292-8. 

* National, May 7, 1849 ; Peuple, May 9. 

3 Archives Nationales 6330-361, quoted Lebey, Ministire 304, 
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Nwmber 
Department of votes 

Seine l^9AS9 

Saone ct Loire 75»5W 

Allicr 4tM07 

Hcrault 31,202 

Var 37.751 

Lower Seine 39J^37 

Sarthc 39*^27 — — 

Gironde 33/M5 •" — 

Upper Garonne 30fi22 — — 

Bouchcs du Rhone 25,266 13U1 10 

Kure 11.131 — — 

Gers 10,099 — — 
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Total 4S^5S^^ 

In the Legislative Assembly which had jtist been 
parties were clearly defined. The conservatives {ormed a 
solid phalanx, the Mountain another. The independeni 
members of the extreme left always and the left usaaly 
acted with the Mountain. The left centre headed by Ca^ 
aignac swayed between the left and the right. The r c Uti ft 
strength of the three groups was sho^ii in the vote for pre* 
sident on June i : 

Ehipin. candidate of the right 336 

Ledru-RoIIin. candidate of the lefts l8a 

I^mondcre, candidate of the left center 76 

Scattered fit 

The left was proliably divided as follows : 

* This total does not include Card. Indre. and North, nor tiM 
ments where Ledru may have had a few scattered volet, fai 
where nine deputies were elected, Ledni-Rollin was tenth on the 

t All the other candidates of the left were also dtfettcd. For 
tagnard candidates, see Dibais, May yx On Mmj j9 Ledm-RoOiB was 
defeated for the chairmanship of the 6rtt hnrena; be l e o e if ad oatf f 
out of 24 votes. — Ibid^ May yx 
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been used, but early in June this was abolished at the 
suggestion of Michel de Bourges, and each deputy remained 
free after the Mountain had voted on any question.^ Be- 
sides Ledru the most prominent members of the Mountain 
were Michel de Bourges, the leader of the party of action: 
the fiery Felix Pyat, ever ready to fight; Martin Bernard. 
the former leader of secret societies, now grown less ex- 
treme; Considerant, socialist editor of the Democraiic pad- 
iique, opponent of all violent precedure; Lamennais, whose 
liberal religious views had caused him to adopt radical 
political opinions, but who opposed appeals to force; De* 
ville. who usually acted as chairman; Gambon» who attended 
to the business of the club; Pierre Leroiix, the pacifist- 
socialist. Certain Montagnards, like Michel and Pyat, 
for violent action: others like Considerant and 
opiKJsed any appeal to arms. Between these two groups 
were Bernard, and the great mass of deputies, all undecided 
and looking to Ledru-Rollin to declare whether an uprising 
was necessary. 

The Mountain was proud of the size of the minority in 
the Le^slative Assembly. The Prcsse of Emile de Girardin 
even su^p^ested that Louis Napoleon form a red cabinet under 
I^'<lru.- The Emancipation of Toulouse advocated the dic- 
tatorship of Ijcdru-Rollin." Caussidiere ^Totc: " Ledm- 
Rollin is one of the most progressive representatives of 
February. He rallies about him a section of the bourgeoisie 
whose tendencies are not sufficiently revolutionary but who 

» St. Fcrrcol. Mcinoircs 2: 161. 187-^. Proscctitino at trial of Ltdrs. 
MonitcHr Yion; I^ulcric. the paid secretary, in Ubid,. ,pQ^ laoOL Oa 
May 27 •>nicrr& of the Nfount^'n were choMii. Ijcdru. Baimc, fVrSW 
ar.d Lammnais were elected presidents. — Riformt, May JQ: Dfhmi. 
May ja 

* A*^ o.'tt.'f.>pi d^mocratiquf ft S'\-iaU. May 2X whidi vai dtssvttrd iC 
:Mc i'lea. a$ it wi*hed no ompri.^mije with the prince -presidcnC. 
■ TrjiV Rff'ubli^mr, June 6. 
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the president of the legislature had the right to diange those 
officials, how President Marrast had protested to the miB- 
istr>' and had forced General Changamier to delay the re- 
moval. ** Thus/' Ledru said, " you see that it was a mott 
flagrant violation of the orders and wishes of the Assembly 
.... You cannot overlook the question without being un- 
fair to yourseh'es; you cannot overlook the question with- 
out violating your own law of sovereignty, without yoor 
own room being violated against your orders." 

Giairman Keratry here interrupted the orator to say: 
" It is not we who violate the rights of the Assembly, bat 
you and your friends.'* This remark was ddivered in a 
low voice, loud enough to be heard in the tribune though 
not in the body of the hall. Ledru in his loud voioe told 
Keratry that he (Keratry) did not have the floor; theretqxn 
the right got angry. Ledru told the deputies what KibnXrf% 
remark was. The president repeated it. Ledru asserted 
that he had been insulted by the president, that the tribune 
was not free, that he would not reenter it as long as Keratry 
was in the chair. The left exploded with wrath. Barrot 
rose to calm it, hut meml)ers of the extreme left drowned his 
voice with demands for an apology. The six youn gest 
memlKTs of the Assembly were acting as secretaries^ and 
four of them who were Montagnards resigned in protest and 
were replaced by the next youngest. Barrot admits: " The 
fault of the president was so evident that it was diflfkult for 
the majority to uphold him. The disorder ^k^s at its hdglil. 
1 numntetl the tribune and urj?e<l M. Kcratr\' to withdraw 
his remark."' Accordingly Keratry finally mumbled: "I 
am sorry to have cxcitcrl such a lumuh. ...KM. Lcdru- 
Rollin heard words displeasing to him, 1 am sorr>'." Ledru 
said that he understcKxl the iircsident had withdrawn his 

> Rarrut y: J^^A, Here for r^ncc he is more just than 
Bauchart i : 2^B^ m*ho justincs Keratry. 
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officers who girded the Palais Bourbon, until the president 
of the new Assembly could sanction the transfer, that the 
whole question was whether Keratry ratified the change or 
merely agreed to it, that he was willing to have an inquiry 
on that point. But the partisan Assembly, ready to uphold 
the ministry right or wrong against the left, passed to the 
order of the day. 

There were too many interruptions to make Ledru's 
speech remarkable, but in the eyes of history the honors of 
the day should go to the left. The insult of Keratry, the 
attempt to change officials during the forty-eight hours when 
there was no legislature, the appointment of Forest known 
to be more friendly to Changamier than to the body he 
was to defend, all were striking evidences of the contempt 
for justice and legality of the government of Louis Napoleon 
and of the party for which Odilon Barrot was the continual 
apologist. 
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being besieged by the troops of the King of Sardinia and 
by small auxiliary forces from the other states of Italy. 
The policy of the executive commission was to send an army 
to Italy only at the request of the inhabitants of the penin- 
sula, but Italy's slogan in 1848 was Italia fara da se, and no 
request came. Bixio, the French minister at Turin warned 
his government that even a friendly army would be badly; 
received. Nevertheless Ledru wished to send some troops, 
and he won Lamartine over to this policy. Francois Arago 
was' strongly opposed, and persuaded his colleagues to await 
a formal request.^ Perhaps the executive commission 
modified its decision, for Ledru-Rollin claimed in a speech 
of the following year that " a fraternal entrance under tbc 
name of sequestration into the County of Nice and the states 
of Savoy " had been decided upon, and that only the fall 
of the executive commission had prevented orders being 
sent to t|;ie Army of the Alps to enter the Piedmontese 
dominions.^ 

By the end of September 1848 reaction had conunenced 
throughout southern and central Europe as well as in France. 
The Frankfort Parliament had been unable to work its will 
in Schleswig-Holstein where Russia had intervened; Austria 
had quelled the insurrection in Bohemia; General Radetzky 
had inflicted a crushing defeat at Custozza on the combined 
forces of Sardinia and of the revolting provinces of Lom- 
bardy-Venetia. Meanwhile the government of Cavaignac 
in France had offered mediation and had done nothing. 

On September 29 the Montagnard Buvignier asked leave 
to interpellate the minister of foreign affairs. Lamoriciere, 
minister of war, tried to show that an interpellation was 
inopportune. Ledru-Rollin spoke next. 

*>ISpeech of March 30, 1849, in Discours politiques 2:226-7. 
' Garnier-Pages 10 : 5-9. 
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should know less of diplomatic questions than under the 
monarchy. . . . How can we aid with our advice an admin- 
istration that telb us nothing? You remain obstinatdy stieot, 
not concerning questions of detail — that would be com p rehqi- 
sible — not concerning diplomatic correspondence — that aba 
would be comprehensible — but concerning questions of prin- 
ciple you do not reply; you do not say on what baaet yoa 
are negotiating. . . . Our policy should consist not in incking 
peoples to revolt but in encouraging the spread of our doc- 
trines, and in supporting, by force if necessary, those oatioiis 
which proclaim them spontaneously. That was not only the 
policy of the provisional government and of the executive 
commission, but of the Assembly itself. . . . The existing gov- 
ernment understood for a while the wishes of France on thb 
subject. . . . The minister of foreign aflFairs says that we 
can undertake no mediation which does not have as its object 
the complete freedom of Italy. . . . Now Russia and Prussia 
desire to intervene .... and we hear that the European 
powers wish to unite in a congress to deliberate; do yoo not 
recognize in this suggestion a revival of the Holy Alliance^ 
a return to the treaties of 1815! ... I understand that the 
government believes that it can enter a European cong r ess 
and yet escape the application of the treaties of 1815. but Chat 
is an utter mistake; inevitably the majority of the co untri e s 
represented will carr>' our government with them or there 
will be a disadvantageous war, that is, a war undertaken after 
a failure to obtain a compromise. 



In Germany the same weak policy is maintained. 

should encourage the sole hope of that land, a tmioQ of 

all the minor states without /Xustria or Prussia. 

Prussia has already abandoned the interests of 

in Schleswig-Holstein, and France supports her policy. 

Thus you can see, citizens, in Italy and Germany the abandoQ- 
ment of hopes, of promises. Is the revolution of February to 
l>e compelled, as was that of July, to let the movement it had 
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nationalities of Europe under the leadership of France! 
against the Holy Alliance of Russia, Prussia, and Austria 
and the consequent overthrow of the reactionary dynasties 
which would inevitably attack France, the source of pro- 
gressive ideas, after they had restored the old regime else- 
where. These ideas are not as wild as is generally believed; 
they embodied the only hope of preventing a reaction in 
Europe. Ledru clearly saw what would happen if France 
did not intervene. Perhaps he was too optimistic in bdiev- 
ing that even with French aid the forces of progress would 
have been victorious. But if France could have united in 
a single group the various liberal elements, the Frankfort 
Parliament, Mazzini, Charles Albert, Kossuth, and possibly 
Poland and Rumania, then perhaps the reign of republican- 
ism in Europe would have begun in 184S-9 instead of in 
191 7-9. These ideas haunted Ledru throughout his life 
He advocated them consistently in his parliamentary 
speeches ; during his exile they constituted the guiding spirit 
in the formation of the Central European Democratic Com- 
mittee.^ In 1850 it was too late; early in 1849 there was 
still a chance of success. 

After Ledru, Creton spoke. Instead of replying to Ledru» 
he attacked his attitude in the Risqouns-tout fiasco. Cav- 
aignac declared that the government would not interfere in 
the internal affairs of foreign countries, that it had no 
love for the treaties of 181 5 and would not accept them as a 
basis for negotiation in Italy. Buvignier proposed an order 
of the day approving intervention in Italy, Flocon one ap- 
proving the ideas formulated on May 24, namely Italian 
independence. The latter attracted much approval am(Mig 
the members of the left and left centre, but the order of 
the day pure and simple was carried 441 to 336. 

1 See Caiman, Ledru-RoUin apr^s 1848, Giapters VI and VII. 
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would use force only as a last resource. He demanded a 
postponement of the debate. Ledni preferred an inuncdiate 
discussion but acquiesced in a two days' postponement.^ 

On November 30 accordingly, Ledru told of the mnnkr 
of Rossi, the quiet that prev^ailed in Rome, the ananmutT 
with which the Roman army and people had demanded a 
change of ministry, the uncertainty of the diplomatic corps 
in the Eternal City as to what attitude to assume, the 
patch of the French expedition. He declared that he 
no way opposed to protecting the Pope, whom he r ev cr e uc ed 
as the head of Giristianity, but that he considered the ex* 
pedition foolish, for the cry of the Roman revcrfutionists had 
been Down with the foreigfier, and it was as t7 fuarestiift 
that Rossi had been slain. The Pope was no longer in 
danger, Ledru said, but the 3500 French troops were sore to 
l>e attacked and overuhelmed as foreigners, and then the 
anger of the Roman population might turn even against the 
Pope. Ledru did not believe that Pius himself desired the 
inten*ention. He asked how the spiritual prince who was 
to be protected could be distinguished from the tempool 
lord, and why the government inter\'ened so hastily in be- 
Iialf of the Pope while it did nothing for oppressed Lom- 
bardy, for Robert Blum, the patriot murdered by the 
Austrian authorities, or for the Danubtan provinces oc- 
cupied by Russia. He insisted that the sending of so smaD 
a force was cither a follv or an act done with the consent of 
Austria, and that the executive shcnild have consulted the 
legislature before sending the expedition, for it was an in- 
fraction of the cr»nstitution to aid a prince against his 
This last point I-eilru just touched on in this speech: 
shall see it grow in prominence in later utterances. 
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and less democratic country than France, and had fled to 
the Neapolitan border-town of Gaeta. When the Romaii 
legislature appointed a provisional junta and called a con- 
stituent assembly, Pius refused to recognize the new gov* 
ernment and called on the countries of Europe to retnsute 
him. Soon after this Louis Naix>leon became president of 
France with Odilon Barrot as premier and Drouyn de Unm 
as foreign minister. 

It is worth while stopping here to indicate the differeot 
shades of opinion in the French legislature on the questioo of 
intervention. They are very hard to distinguish, but pro- 
Uiblv thev were somewhat as follows. Ledni-RoUui and 
the extreme left desired the recognition of the Roman le- 
public soon to be proclaimed. Favre. Lamartine, and tbe 
left did not wish to recognize the republic, but neither did 
the}' wish France to exert even moral pressure oo tbe 
internal affairs of Rome. Senard and the left centre 
to give Rome an opportunity to decide freely what it 
l)elieving that a lil)eral constitution under the Pope would 
l:>e accepted, and that moral pressure might be exerted in 
favor of the Pope. Ca\'aignac and the centre wished to 
lilx^rate Rome from the tyranny of a few re\'olutionists and 
give it an oi)portunity to restore the Pope peaceably. Barrot 
and tlif ri'^^ht centre differed from Cavaignac in empha tiring 
the desirability of expelling the anarchists, and in refusing 
to consider the possibility that Rome might not desire the 
restoration of the Pope. DrouxTi de IJiuys. Thiers, and 
the right desired the restoration of the Pope by France, if 
it could l)e done without antagonizing the French legislature. 
Falloux and the extreme right desired the restoration of 
the Vo\rc l>y France by no matter what means. Montalcm- 
liert and the particularly zealous (^atholics desired the re^ 
sioration bv France or bv anv other coimtr\*. 

.Ml parties except the clericals favored armed intcnren- 
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with his own open diplomacy under the provisional govern- 
ment. 

At this point Ledru-RoUin intervened in the discussion. 
He declared that he took the floor because of the minister's 
assertion of two policies. If by subterranean policy, he said, 
anyone meant the Belgian affair of Risquons-tout, let him 
declare so openly, and an answer would be given once for 
all. (No one replied to this challenge.) The provisional 
government, Ledru continued, had adopted a policy of 
peaceful propaganda alone. The existing government had 
abandoned this line of conduct. Ledru offered three in- 
stances. In connection with Sicily the administration had 
had to abandon its mediation. In connection with Rome it 
had acquiesced in a joint restoration with Naples and Aus- 
tria of the Pope. However, the revolution at Rome had as 
legitimate an origin as that at Paris. The Pope as a spiritual 
lord was different from the Pope as a temporal prince, and 
the right of the Roman people to overthrow the latter should 
be recognized. In connection with Lomibardy the French 
government was foolishly entering into negotiations, since 
Austria had not accepted as a pre-condition the independence 
of that province. Ledru spoke of the solid line of reaction- 
ary armies from Holstein to the Adriatic and of the Russian 
fleet in that sea. He claimed that the reactionary armies 
threatened France and that a horrible conflict between civi- 
lization and barbarism would soon begin, that France must 
act.^ Again Ledru had clearly indicated his policy and with 
more precision. 

Drouyn de Lhuys made a weak reply to Ledru, sayingf 
that all these affairs were matter for negotiation not war. A 
(Montagnard, Bouvet, protested against a dishonorable state 

^ Ibid,, 2 : 160-170. The SikcU of January 9 compared the speeches 
of Ledni-Rollin to balloons filled with hot air; the Peuple of Jannary 
10 retorted by comparing Barrot to a wheezy bagpipe. 
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;*-'■:- {u^tnl fKnr anii<kTiail laws, and tried to onite all 
!-j:. r 4 traini'' Ma^iini Ivrame the leadinjc fi)[itrv in 
k •-*■ if..) .<hcT [KTvwii came fmro all paru of Italy to aid 
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in the government of the new repubUc, but the overwhehn- 
ing majority of the members of the legislature, of the gov- 
ernment, of the army were natives of the Palpal States. 
Florence also proclaimed itself a republic. On February 
24 the Mountain sent congratulations to Rome, and on 
March 14 to Florence.^ The Roman reptiblic sent Frapdli 
to Paris as its envoy. The French government refused to 
recognize him, but he was well received by Ledru.* 

On February 20 1849 Ledru-RoUin interpellated the min- 
istry on foreign affairs. He proclaimed the glorious news 
of the declaration of a republic at Rome, and he denounced 
a rumored plan to restore the Pope by Sardinian troops 
while France and England patrolled the coasts.* Drouyn 
de Lhuys replied that the Roman republic must prove its 
stability and absolute ability to maintain order before France 
could send it aid, that the intervention of Piedmont was not 
as easy as Ledru implied since there were intermediate states 
between it and Rome, that the spiritual character of the 
Pope made the Roman question a special one and France 
was interested in it like all Catholic countries, that the desire 
of the government was to see order reestablished at Rome 
and that many plans had been discussed, that the Assembly 
would be informed whenever anything was decided. f 

^Riforme, March 3, 21. 

•Feugere: Latnennais 414. Envoys from other democrats also came 
to Paris. Karl Blind, who later became an intimate friend of Ledru, 
and Schuetz, who translated into German Ledru's Decadence d'AngU' 
terre, were sent by the Frankfort parliament; their first visit was to 
Drouyn de Lhu)rs, their second to Ledru. — Blind in Fraser^s Moffasme 
91 : 246. Arnold iRuge, who later became one of Ledru's colleagues in 
the Central European Democratic Committee, and Struve came to Parish 
on behalf of the German republicans to make an alliance with the 
French radicals through Ledru and Savoye, another member of the 
Mountain and former minister at Frankfort. — Ruge 2:93. 

*Discours politiques 2: 189-190. The previous day he had asked pcr^ 
mission to make interpellations. — Monifeur 566. 
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reply ; he merely declared that the Assembly had ratified the 
govermnent's Italian policy. 
Then Ledru spoke. 

The government does not wish to declare its poliqr; 
I shall try to reply for it ... . well, what does that govern- 
ment reply? The Roman republic! We cannot recognize it. 
The Roman republic! It is contrary to the wishes of all the 
great powers of Europe. The Roman republic! If it is 
threatened by foreign intervention, we cannot prevent it. That 
is what the government says. It cannot contradict me. . . . 
In spite of such a liberticidal, such a reprehensible policy the 
minister of foreign affairs dares to say that his policy is the 
logical consequence of the order of the day of May 24. . . . 
Is such a statement serious? If it is serious, it is disgraceftil 
and unworthy of France. 

Ledru declared that not only had France pledged her sup- 
port to the liberation of Italy, but that the past utterances 
and actions of those in power ought to be a guarantee for 
Rome. Drou)m de Lhuys was the chairman of the com- 
mittee that proposed the order of the day of May 24. 
Barrot was the statesman who has said in 1831 : "If a 
neighboring power should proclaim the right to forbid a 
people .... to establish another social order than that 
existing, if that power should intervene in Italy .... to 
stop an insurrection and to condemn the peninsula to re- 
main .... under the arbitrary rule of some petty despot 
or of some government half theocratic, half despotic, we 
could not permit such action." Ledru said that the only 
condition Barrot had imposed was that the time for a 
change of regime in Italy should be ripe, that in 183 1 the 
moment might not have been opporttme but that no one 
could deny that the present moment was. "To deny at 
Rome," Ledru insisted, "the right to expel the temporal 
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thoroughly convinced himself but that he could argue (m 
the other side on a later occasion. Unfortunately for him 
in 183 1 he had a good cause, in 1849 a weak one to defend. 

Ledru had declared that all the members of the pro- 
visional government except himself had abandoned the 
foreign policy of that government. This challenge brought 
Lamartine to his feet. Lamartine asserted that three 
policies were possible toward Rome: that of the Catholics, 
intervention; that of the radicals, indifference as to the 
Pope; that of statesmen, guarantee of the independence of 
the Pope but political power in the hands of the Roman 
People. (The latter policy would imdoubtedly have re- 
ceived the whole-hearted approval of the radicals though 
Lamartine put their policy in a different category.) Cav- 
aignac maintained that the policy of May 24 would have 
led to war and that his government tried to avoid war. 
Lamartine and Emmanuel Arago observed that the pro- 
visional government had prevented the invasion of Savoy. 
Sarans, a member of the left, asked three pertinent questions : 
What would the Bar rot government do if Austria invaded 
Savoy? If the Catholic countries came to the aid of the 
Pope? If Austria invaded Tuscany? Drouyn de Lhuys 
made his favorite reply : it is too dangerous to answer. The 
order of the day pure and simple was then passed by 438 
votes to 341, but the left centre joined the lefts in the 
minority. 

In 1849 Sardinia, against the advice of the French cabinet, 
renewed hostilities with Austria, but on March 23 it suffered 
a second overwhelming defeat at Novara. Austrian troops 
even crossed the frontier into Piedmont. On the same day 
as the battle of Novara the government of Rome was en- 
trusted to three triumvirs, Mazzini and two natives. 

On March 30 Bixio, former minister of France to Turin, 
asserted that France must prevent an Austrian occupation of 
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troops from Ancona : Barrot, Duvergier de Hauranxic, and 
Thiers. ** For the concert to be complete only one man is 
missing, M. Guizot/* he said. He called on these men dtlicr 
to defend their former opinions or to admit that in 1838 
the whole affair was merely '' a war of miserable ambitioaft." 
Ledru closed by insisting that i f the .\ssembly did noc uvor 
the liberation of Italy, the people of France did.* 

Drouj-n de Lhuys asserted that the cabinet had substituted 
for a policy of agreement with England one of agreement 
with all the great powers. Jules Favre spoke in favor of 
energetic action. The centre united with the lefts to re- 
ject the order of the day which would have dosed the dis- 
cussion. 

On March 31 the first speaker was Cavaignac He ad- 
mitted that the order of the day of May 24 was definttc; bcK 
he claimed that it carried in it the germ of war and that his 
policy was to maintain peace, that his system of mediatinn 
had achieved this result and had carried out the wishes 01 
the legislature. Thiers declared that France was not pledged 
to give aid to Italy, that isolated inter\'ention would mean 
war with too many countries, that the wisest policy would 
be to wait until Italv was united and in the meanwhile 
merely to prevent other nations from inler>*ening, that the 
manifesto of Lamartine has guaranteed the freedom only of 
the independent states, that I^dru-Rollin, inspired by good 
intentions, had desired to invade Italy under the provisional 
government but that at ttuit time the army was unprepared, 
that it was too late now to fight a victorious Austria, that 
France should protect only Piedmont and aid only those 
states where order was maintained. 

Ledru-Rollin repliwl to Cavai^ac and Thiers. He in- 
sisted that the pro\Tsional government liad l>cen ready to 

• DUcours f*oliti^ut's 2: 21^^2x1 : f^r extract sec p, 316. 
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' it necessary. The lefts and most of the left centre voted 
in the negative, not because they opposed aid to Savoy, but 

: because they wished to show their disapproval of the general 
government policy. 

Thus the vote of March 31 was a victory for the govem- 
m^t. Up to this time, the ministries of France had 
negotiated, had offered mediation, but had taken no active 
part in Italian affairs. Emboldened by this vote, the Barrot 
cabinet clearly indicated to Austria that it would permit no 
invasion of Piedmont, and Austria acquiesced. This suc- 
cess gave the ministry the courage to pursue a vigorous 
policy, and it determined to intervene at Rome. 
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approved the expediton which, he said, was to be sent to 
Rome to guard French interests, not to overthrow the re- 
public. Barrot stated his position as follows. ** The pobcr 
of the French government is not to allow a restoration in 
the Roman state in deiiance of our principles.*' '* Then it 
is a restoration that vou wish," cried the left. Barroc con- 
tinued, saying that the government denied solidarity with 
the republics of Rome and Tuscany, that it did noc wi^ 
changes to occur in Italy without the participation of France. 
that the cabinet would not allow itself to Ije drawn into a 
war in l)elialf of the Italian republics, that it merely desired 
to safeguard I*>ench interests, real liberty, and good govrm- 
ment. This was hardly an explanation to satisfy the kft 
After Ducoux. a deputy of the left, liad suggested doubling 
the appropriation and using the second half to aid Venctia. 
Ledru obtained the tloor. 

'• One phrase.*' I^ilru-Rollin said. ** struck me. . . . h 
was the restoration of the Pope" He declared that on one 
side were papal pretensions, on the other the sovereignty oi 
the j)eople: that the government |x)licy was one entirely of 
expedients. He told how the cabinet had refused to 
nize the amttassador of the Roman republic, but had 
an enil)assy to (iaeta and intrigued there with the 
powers. He maintained that the ministers were 
of a kind reception at Rome only because the>' themsehes 
had sown dissension there, that the sending of a military 
ex{)eiliti«»n violated the sovereiinity of Rome and therefore 
the French constitution, which forliade attacks on the libeny 
of nations, tluit if the government intervened in the affain 
of the Fternal City, it ought to l>c with the consent of the 
Roman republic. He assertetl that the government policy 
meant either the forcil>Ie restoration of the Pope or war 
with Austria who desired this restoration, that in the latter 
case war would be waged under unfavorable conditions, for 
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approved the expediton which, he said, was to be sent to 
Rome to guard French interests, not to overthrow the re- 
public. Barrot stated his position as follows. " The p(^cy 
of the French government is not to allow a restoration in 
the Roman state in defiance of our principles." " Then it 
is a restoration that you wish," cried the left. Barrot con- 
tinued, saying that the government denied solidarity with 
the republics of Rome and Tuscany, that it did not wish 
changes to occur in Italy without the participation of France, 
that the cabinet would not allow itself to be drawn into a 
war in behalf of the Italian republics, that it merely desired 
to safeguard French interests, real liberty, and good govern- 
ment. This was hardly an explanation to satisfy the left 
After Ducoux, a deputy of the left, had suggested doubling 
the appropriation and using the second half to aid Venetia, 
Ledru obtained the floor. 

" One phrase," Ledru-Rollin said, " struck me. ... It 
was the restoration of tlie Pope,*' He declared that on one 
side were papal pretensions, on the other the sovereignty of 
the people; that the government policy was one entirely of 
expedients. He told how the cabinet had refused to recog- 
nize the ambassador of the Roman republic, but had sent 
an embassy to Gaeta and intrigued there with the other 
powers. He maintained that the ministers were confident 
of a kind reception at Rome only because they themselves 
had sown dissension there, that the sending of a military 
expedition violated the sovereignty of Rome and therefore 
the French constitution, which forbade attacks on the liberty 
of nations, that if the government intervened in the affairs 
of the Eternal City, it ought to be with the consent of the 
Roman republic. He asserted that the government policy 
meant either the forcible restoration of the Pope or war 
with Austria who desired this restoration, that in the latter 
case war would be waged under unfavorable conditions, for 
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orders the cabinet had not seen, and many of its members, 
including Barrot, would not have approved them. So 
strongly did these orders emphasize the fact that Oudinot 
should not recognize the Roman republic that the idea of 
opposition to Austria was almost forgotten, and that a blunt 
soldier like Oudinot could only conclude that he was to 
undertake military operations against the Roman triumvirs 
if he thought it necessary. In the meanwhile the Pope 
had issued an allocution that should have dissipated forever 
all hopes of a liberal papal regime; Cardinal Antonelli had 
replaced the liberals as adviser to Pius IX. However, 
the French cabinet continued its old policy toward Rome 
as though this reactionary allocution had not been uttered. 

On April 24 the Moimtain expressed its feelings in a letter 
that has never been printed, and which gives an excellent 
picture of its standpoint : 

Our troops have left our ports. The soldiers of the republic 
are sent to Italy to lend the support of their presence, the 
prestige of their name, the power of their arms if necessary, 
to the restoration of the Pope to his temporal throne against 
the will of the Roman people. The French republic is thus 
to serve the monarchic principle against the democratic, prin- 
cely legitimacy against popular sovereignty. 

Liberated Rome is not strong enough to resist the coalition 
of kings and royalist conspirators. It will succumb^ but it will 
leave behind the memory of a government which has not com- 
mitted a single act of violence, which has always conducted 
itself with admirable dignity. 

Pained as we are, we do not abandon hope. Force may 
temporarily repress the development of liberty, but liberty is 
immortal; it will conquer force as spirit will conquer matter. 
Pius IX after having betrayed the cause of Italian liberty by 
his anathema against the war of independence has fled from 
Rome. He may reenter it in the baggage-train of foreigners 
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still less with those of the legislature, and Oudinot had gone 
beyond these instructions. After revealing his diplomatic 
incapacity, Oudinot had displayed his lack of military skill.^ 

It was on May 3 that the French cabinet heard of this 
defeat, but it kept silent, and only on May 7 did the news 
become generally known. Then the Assembly made a 
strong protest. Jules Favre, who had advocated the expedi- 
tion, opened the discussion. Blood had flowed in Italy, he 
said; France had not carried out her promise to aid Italy, 
but had attempted to overthrow the Roman republic, 
Barrot, who felt that he was in the wrong, could merely 
babble in reply that France could not let Austria impose her 
will, that Oudinot had proclaimed his good intentions to- 
ward Italy, that the cabinet would not disavow the general. 
Lamoriciere, a member of the centre, asked for the ap- 
pointment of an investigating committee. Flocon read a 
letter which he had received and which stated the almost 
universal resistance of the Romans. Drouyn de Lhuys said 
that he knew nothing of any universal resistance, that he 
too desired an investigating committee. Favre made a fiery 
speech. What will the ministers do now? he asked. So 
far they have acted stupidly. 

A committee of investigation was appointed and the ses- 
sion was suspended while the committee listened for hours to 
the ministers.* Ferdinand de Lesseps, soon to become a 

^ Qermont 20-43. In the account of affairs at iRome, Qermont is 
rather closely followed, tempered slightly by other narratives, particu- 
larly those of Thayer and Gaillard. Barrot 3 : 205 admits that Oudinot 
was deceived as to the wishes of the Romans, that Oudinot made mili- 
tary blunders, and that Drouyn's instructions did not express accurately 
the wishes of the French ministers. 

* On the committee were Schoelcher of the Mountain ; Grevy and two 
other deputies of the left; S^nard, Goudchaux, and one other member 
of the left center; two deputies of the center; two of the right center; 
four of the right. 
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French constitution unfortunately did not make the cabinet 
respcmsible to the legislature, and Barret and his coUeagues 
continued in office. 

President Louis Napoleon aggravated matters. On May 
8 he wrote a letter to Oudinot, congratulating him on the 
bravery of his soldiers and asserting that the stain on Frendi 
honor would be avenged. A clearer defiance of the express 
wishes of the legislature would be difficult to find. Evea 
Falloux, the member of the cabinet most favorable to the 
restoration of the Pope, admits in his Memoirs : " Most of 
the ministers would have refused to sign this letter, but they 
dared not disown it, and even M. Barrot defended it 
warmly." ^ This letter was entrusted to Ferdinand de Lcs- 
seps, the future builder of the Suez Canal, whom the cabinet 
had appointed as envoy to arrange an understanding with 
the Roman triumvirs. Lesseps' instructions were to negcy 
ciate with Mazzini and his colleagues and to make some ar- 
rangement with them for the French protection of Rome, 
but in no way to recognize them as a government de jure 
nor to offend the papal court at Gaeta. 

On May 9 Jules Gr6vy interpellated the government on 
I^oiiis Napoleon's letter. Barrot, who did not approve the 
epistle, wriggled cleverly out of his difficult position. He 
claimed that the letter was not an official document but a 
message of i)crsonal sympathy, and that in it there was noth- 
ing to conllict with the desire of the Assembly. He told of 
the mission of Lesseps and he asserted that the government 
merely desired to anticipate the Austrians and Neapolitans 
at Rome. lie praised the investigating committee for the 
freedom it had loft to the ministers. Barrot ended by de- 
claring that he wishoil further infonnation before giving^ 
a fuller explanation. Tliis reply satisfied Jules Grevy but 
not the Mountain. 

* KaKoux 1:45 J- Hic 'otter \\.\s in:K:$hc\*. by the go\*ernxnent organ^ 
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Barrot was utterly unable to make a satisfactory reply, 
and he had recourse to the contemptible expedient to which 
he resorted too frequently — ^he accused Ledru of envenom- 
ing the debate and called Ledru's conduct outrageous. He 
reasserted that the presidential letter was not a political 
manifesto but a kindly personal message. Flocon proposed 
and Grevy seconded a motion to declare the letter null and 
void. Barrot announced the arrival of despatches, and the 
discussion was adjourned. 

On May 10 Favre demanded what the despatches con- 
tained. Barrot said that the information in them was in- 
sufficient. Ledru requested that nevertheless they be read 
so that the Assembly could judge of their importance. He 
told the news he himself had received from private sources: 
There were 442 French casualties and 350 French prisoners 
taken in the battle near Rome. The troops had been en- 
couraged to fight by being told they were attacking the 
Neapolitans. The Roman triumvirs had sent out doctors 
and medicine to help the French wounded. General Bedeau 
declared that these facts were impossible; unfortunately for 
him, whatever as a brave general he might think of the 
French army, most of the facts have been proved true by 
history. Against the protests of the ministers the As- 
sembly insisted on hearing the contents of the despatches. 
The ministers of war and foreign affairs read the letters in 
which Oudinot gave his distorted version of the fight near 
Rome and of conditions within the city. The two ministers 
claimed that Ledru's statements must be false; really, how- 
ever, it was Oudinot's despatches that were filled with mani- 
fest prevarications. The discussion was adjourned to the 
following day. 

Meanwhile the hostility of the president's party to the 
legislature was plainly shown. Marrast, fearing trouble, 
had ordered General Forest to come to the Palais Bourbon 
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as prey for its bayonets! And to whose profit? To the 
profit of the pretended head of the government, that is, an 
imperial and royal simulacrum." Ledru spoke of how he 
himself had defended the army imder the provisional gov- 
ernment while the royalists lay in hiding. He continued^ 
reiterating his belief in the existence of a counter-revolu- 
tionary plot and demanding an impeachment of the ministers 
for violation of the constitution, since they seemed to be in 
league with Oudinot, Changamier, and Louis Napoleon. 
Even Barrot in his Memoirs admits " Had M. Ledru-Rdlin 
ended here, he would have carried a new vote of. censure 
against us, and he would have made our position increasingly 
difficult." ^ But Ledru went too far and ended with an 
appeal to recognize the Roman republic, something the 
Assembly was unwilling to do.* 

Odilon Barrot profited by Ledru's mistake and launched 
into an oration about the inadvisability of recognizing the 
Roman republic. He claimed that the real purpose of 
those who magnified the importance of the skirmish near 
Rome was to reject the result of universal suffrage • and to 
cause civil war. Again Barrot had used the expedient of 
envenoming the debate, and this time his manoeuvre was suc- 
cessful, for an angry clash arose between ,the left and the 

1 Barrot 3 : 226. Cf. Clermont 69. 

2 Discours poUtiques 2 : 307-315. The conservative Whig, Senior i : 2» 
describes the scene: *' Ledru-Rollin was speaking, or rather screaming^ 
from the tribune. He is a large red- faced man with an enormous voice- 
and violent action. His speech, and in fact that of every speaker on 
that day, was not a continuous discourse; it was a series of short sen- 
tences, each of which was interrupted or followed by an explosion of 
fierce denial and furious abuse from the other side of the chamber. 
His voice, I have said, was powerful, but he mouthed his words in 
order to give them emphasis and dropped his voice at the end of each 
sentence." 

^ The vote for members of the Legislative Assembly was two days ofL 
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bates of the past few days had made only too clear " the 
duplicity and brutality of French policy toward the Roman 
republic." ^ 

On May 22, Sarrans, a member of the left, interpellated 
the government. He spoke of a manifesto against free 
peoples issued by the Czar, claimed that that monarch would 
invade Italy when he had subdued Hungary, and inconse- 
quentially concluded that Oudinot's advance on Rome ought 
to cease. Drouyn de Uiuys declared that the Italian ques- 
tion had been sufficiently debated. A desultory discussion 
followed. 

Ledru spoke of the danger of an attack on France by 
Russia when she had snuffed out the revolutionary con- 
flagrations in Germany and Italy. He compared the Czar's 
manifesto to that of Brunswick in 1792, and he declared that 
France ought to answer the Emperor of Russia as she had 
answered the Emperor of Austria.* 

Barrot asserted that Russia was friendly to France and 
that there was no danger ; he again accused Ledru of trying 
to arouse the passion of the Assembly. Cremieux and other 
orators came to the support of the leader of the Mountain. 
On the order of the day there was no quorum. President 
Marrast feared trouble and ordered up some regiments, but 
Changarnier again instructed his subordinates to obey no 
orders but his own. Barrot prevented trouble by inducing 
a few members of the right to vote and the order of the 
day was rejected 459 to 53. The crisis was past, but Chan- 
garnier had once more shown his insubordination.* 

The discussion was continued on the following day. The 
extreme left had proposed an order of the day protesting 

' Monod in introduction to Clermont v. 

* Moniteur 1866. 

' For debate on this act of insubordination see i>age 289. 



I.«dni-Roain off 
" Ld mc cxprcM m 
dr«palch it callnl p 
iiunjrr-in-<hicf imi 
(he order of the <by 
act. one ttul hu not 
■ifTMd by the cabind 
tlw Aucmbly did n 
rwuKiim ihr Konw 
into Rome had been 
rr«nn) the cxpedtii 
prtwched the ctljr. tl 
withtKtt nther of tl 
the nivKv of the F 
proem of ihe Rom 
dmi hid waxed fi 
uwl hxd chnaen to 
sdrertc V(«f in lh« 
rKrvi. !<•■ ifr l\iinK 






346 LEDRU'ROLUS ASD SECOND FRENCH REPUBUC [500 

Barrot was utterly unable to make a satisfactory reply, 
and he had recourse to the contemptible expedient to whidi 
he resorted too frequently — ^he accused Ledni of envenom- 
ing the debate and called Ledru*s conduct outrageous. He 
reasserted that the presidential letter was not a political 
manifesto but a kindly personal message. Flocon proposed 
and Grevy seconded a motion to declare the letter null and 
void. Barrot announced the arrival of despatches, and the 
discussion was adjourned. 

On May 10 Favre demanded what the despatches con* 
tained. Harrot said that the information in them was in- 
sufficient. I^dru requested that nevertheless they be read 
so that the Assembly could judge of their importance. He 
told the news he himself had received from private sources: 
There were 442 French casualties and 350 French prisoners 
taken in the little near Rome. The troops had been en- 
con raj^t-d to fi^\\X by iH^ing told they were attacking the 
Neapolitans. The Konirin triumvirs had sent out doctors 
and medicine tf> help the I'Vench wounded. Cleneral Bedcan 
declared that these facts were imiKissible; unfortunatdy for 
him. whatever as a brave j::eneral he might think of the 
IVcnch army, most of the facts have l>een proved true by 
history. Again^^t the protests of the ministers the As- 
sembly insisted on hearing the contents of the despatches. 
The mini St ITS of war and foreign affairs read the letters in 
wliich ()udin«»t gave his distortetl version of the fight near 
K(»me and of conditions within the citv. The two ministers 
claimed that I>ctlru's statements must l»e false; really, how- 
ever, it was ( hidinot's despatches that were filled with mani- 
fest prevaricaiiMiis. The discus<if»n was adjotimed to the 
follow in*: dav. 

Meanwhile the hostility of the president's jiarty to the 
Iei:islature was plainly shown. Marrast. fearing trouble, 
had ordcreil 'Iincral I*'orest to come to tlie Palais Bourbon 
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fronted by a changed Barrot ministry with Tocqueville as 
foreign minister/ 

At Rome Oudinot announced the end of the truce, and 
contrary to the spirit, if not the letter, of the armistice, he 
immediately occupied a few advanced points. Fighting be- 
gan on June 3, and for a month the Romans, united under 
Garibaldi, made a brilliant defense, but the force of numbers 
and the ability of Vaillant, who acted as adviser to Oudinot, 
brought about the final and inevitable success of the French. 
The Roman assembly surrendered and on July 3 the at- 
tackers entered Rome. A little later the Pope was restored, 
not the liberal pope the French had hailed but a reactionary- 
pontiff dominated by Cardinal Antonelli. After using all 
manner of subterfuges to gain their end, the Barrot cabinet 
discovered that it would have to be satisfied with something- 
none of its members, except Falloux, desired. 

1 ClermoDt 73-174. 
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tion to the government outside the Assembly. Besides his 
journal the legislative opposition was supported not only by 
the great radical and socialist newspapers, the Democratie 
pacifique, the Peuple, the Reforme, the Republiqtie, the 
Travail affranchij and the Vraie RepabUqtie, but also by 
such moderate journals as the Cridit, the Liber ti, the 
National, the Temps, and the Tribune du Peuple, and even 
by the Siicle, with which Barrot had formerly been con- 
nected, and by the Presse of Emile de Girardin, a free lanoe 
always in opposition. 

The opposition relied upon three articles of the constitu- 
tion when it declared that that document had been violated 
by the government in authorizing an attack on Rome. 
These were the following. Article 5 of the preamble] 
" The French Republic respects foreign nationalities as it 
intends its own to be respected : it does not undertake any 
war for the purpose of conquest and it never employs its 
forces against the liberty of any people." Article 54 of 
the constitution itself : " The president watches over the de- 
fense of the state, but he cannot imdertake any war without 
the consent of the National Assembly." Article no: " The 
National Assembly assigns the safe-keeping of the present 
constitution and the rights which it consecrates to the guar- 
dianship and patriotism of all the French." ^ 

On June 4, a week after the sessions of the Legislative 
Assembly had opened, Ledru-Rollin demanded permission 
to interpellate the government on Italian affairs. Although 
Tracy, minister of the navy, insisted that the time was in- 
opportune, the Assembly appointed the seventh for the de- 
bate. On June 7 the president of the Assembly read a 
letter from Ledru, who was ill, having been confined to his 
bed since the fifth. The letter requested the adjournment 

^Anderson 533-7. 
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and liberal press was held at the offices of the DStnocrcfHe 
paciAque. Considerant occupied the chair at first but soon 
ceded it to Girardin. Considerant proposed that if the 
Assentbly should reject the impeachment which was to be 
moved, the deputies of the opposition should announce that 
the constitution had been distinctly violated, that they 
should declare the people, the officials, the National Guard, 
and the army released from their oath to the executive 
power, that these deputies should proclaim themselves the 
only legal representatives of the people and should form 
themselves into a rump assembly by right of article 68 which 
provided for such a contingency. A desultory discussion 
followed, and finally Girardin spoke. He declared that the 
freedom of the press and imiversal suffrage must be de- 
fended, that the best means of defending them was for the 
minority of the Assembly to declare the majority outside the 
law, but he opposed any rioting, any insurrection in Paris. 
This was an approval of Considerant's scheme for a rump 
parliament. The meeting voted unanimously in favor of the 
adoption of this plan of action, and it charged Considerant 
and the two other deputies present to inform Ledru-Rollin 
and the Mountain of its decision.* 

Considerant went immediately from this meeting to a 
gathering of the Mountain. He presented his propositions 
for a rump parliament and urged that they be published 
directly after the legislative session.* Apparently the Mon- 
tagnards came to no decision at this time. 

As soon as the Assembly met on that day, June 1 1, Ledru- 
Rollin brought forward a motion for the impeachment of 

^ Accusation at Ledru trial, Moniteur 3108; Toussencl, Brunier, Cha- 
tard, and Vidal, ibid,, 3160-4. The latter testified that Girardin opposed 
Considerant, but the other authorities say the contrary. See also Dari- 
mon 155; Considerant 25-7. 

' Considerant 27. 
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French constitution unfortunately did not make the ctUtaA 
responsible to the legislature, and Barrot and his coUea fua 
continued in office. 

President Louis Napoleon aggravated matters. On May 
8 he wrote a letter to Oudinot, congratulating him on the 
bravery of his soldiers and asserting that the stain on 
honor would be avenged. A clearer defiance of the 
wishes of the legislature would be difficuh to find. E 
Falloux, the member of the cabinet most favorable to dK 
restoration of the Pope, admits in his Memoirs: " Most of 
the ministers would have refused to sign this letter, but they 
dared not disown it, and even M. Barrot defended it 
warmly.'* ' This letter was entrusted to Ferdinand de Let- 
seps, the future builder of the Suez Canal, whom the cabinet 
had appointed as envoy to arrange an understanding with 
the Koman triumvirs. Ijcsseps' instructions were to nego- 
ciate with Mazzini and his colleagues and to make some ar- 
rangement with them for the French protection of RooKt 
but in no way to rccof^mizc them as a government dt j^itf 
nor to offend the ]>apal court at Gaeta. 

(^n May 9 Jules Grevy interpellated the government on 
Ix>iiis Napoleon's letter. Harrot, who did not ajiprOTe the 
epistle. wrij;^glcd cleverly out of his difficult position. He 
claimed that the letter was not an official document bat a 
messajje of iK.TS(»nal symiKitliy, and tliat in it there was noth- 
inj: to ctmilict with the desire of the Assembly. He tdd of 
the mission nf Lcsseps and he asserted that the govemmoit 
merely desired to anticipate the Austrians and Neapolitans 
at Rcmie. He praised the investigating comnuttee for the 
freedom it had left t<i the ministers. P»arroC ended br de- 
daring that he wished further information before giving 
a fuller extil.'iTKitj.iii Tlii^ rr»»lv satisfied Tules Gro-y bot 
not the M<»i:n!:iiii. 

' Fal! ux !:-;:■ The ■'■!:»-r w..^ i ul '.i>hr 1 l,y the 
the !*atru, lut it w^-^ r. \ if.*fT«r<! m iVr ^t'^niteur. 
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An eye-witness thus described the scene at this pcnnt ; 

I can again see M. Ledru-RoUin at the tribune on June 11. 
His thundering voice filled the entire hall. . . . All at once 
these words — I can hear them still after twenty years — ^were 
heard. . . . There was an explosion. . . . Every one was on 
his feet shouting. The entire Mountain clapped its hands. 
The conservatives glared at the left of the Assembly, and the 
Montagnards replied by shaking their fists at their adversaries. 
In the midst of the tumult M. Ledru-RoUin never left the 
tribune. His provocative attitude was striking; his arm was 
raised in a menacing manner, and his head was thrown back 
defiantly. He replied with a disdainful smile to the call to 
order of the president, and anew his sonorous voice rang out.^ 

For twenty-five minutes disorder reigned. The president 
was forced to suspend the sitting. The Mountain reechoed 
the defiance of its leader. The right trembled with rage at 
the audacity of the phrase. Were Ledru's words justified? 
They were, unfortunate as they gave support to the conserva- 
tive claim that Ledru-RoUin advocated an uprising. But 
there was no such intention in the speaker's mind. Ledru 
always tended to extremes in his oratory, and this was the 
strongest phrase he could find to express the devotion of the 
Mountain to the constitution. Arms might be used as a 
last extremity, but he had pledged his word to Barrot to ex- 
haust all legal means first.' 

^Achard 229-230. 

' In general the extreme left approved what Ledru had said. Thus 
Nadaud 333 wrote : " It was amid the applause of the extreme left that 
Ledru-^RoIlin declared ... in a discourse that would suffice to immor- 
talize his name that we would oppose that monstrous war [against 
Rome] even with arms in our hands." But a few Montagnards felt that 
Ledru had gone too far. Among them was Commissaire i : 232, who 
declared : " These words were extremely serious ; pronounced by Ledru- 
Rollin they amounted to a declaration of war. . . . The Mountain, how- 
ever, had not authorized the great orator to compromise it imprudently 
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newspaper men went to the headquarters of the Mountain ia. 
the Rue de Hasard to inform the deputies, who were hold- 
ing a meeting there, of the position of the press/ 

On June 12 Paris arose fearing trouble. The National 
Guard under the leadership of Schmitz held meetings to plai» 
a great demonstration.* The radical press printed three pro- 
clamations. One from the Mountain said : " We presented 
an impeachment against the executive. We shall sustain; 
it tomorrow. We wish to try every means which the con- 
stitution places in our hands. Let the people continue to- 
have faith in its representatives as its representatives have 
faith in them." A second proclamation was from the- 
democratic-socialist committee (committee of twenty-five) ; 
it pledged support to the Mountain. The third was an ap- 
peal from the schools that all Frenchmen join in the protest 
against the violation of the constitution. 

The editorials in the radical and liberal newspapers of 
June 12 supported the extreme left. The Peuple "hoped 
that the Mountain would hold to the oath pronounced by^ 
its leader." The DSmocratie padHque insisted that it was 
time to appeal to the country. The Vraie Republtqae went 
into ecstacies over Ledru's oratory. The Republique said 
that there was no longer a constitution. The Rh/olutionr 
democratiqtie et sociale urged the Mountain to march for- 
ward since the National Guard and the army were with iL 
The Reforme desired the defense of the constitution even 
by arms. The National insisted that Ledru had made na 
ai^al to violence, and it ridiculed the attitude of Barrot 
and Thiers. The Presse asserted that the right of inter- 

^ Darimon 155 ; Considerant 27 ; Laulcrie, Girardin, and Toussend at 
Ledru trial, Moniteur for 1849, PP. 31^8^ 3ao8, 3220, 3262. There is no- 
evidence as to the deliberations of the Mountain on the evening of 
June II. 

' Accusation at Ledru trial, Moniteur 3102. 
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of the right; not even the left centre was given a place oo 
the committee. Among the members were Thiers, leader 
of the right pro|)er, Scgur d'Aguesseau, who had distin- 
guishetl himself on the previous day by a violent attadc oo 
Ledru. Dam. a prominent meml)er of the Rue dc Poitiers 
group, Attorney-General Baroche, Bedeau, who had several 
times contradicted the orators of the left on the Roman 
question. In fact, the committee was composed of men who 
IukI so compromised themselves tliat a recommendation for 
im|x*achmcnt would have Ixren a self -accusation. Granditt 
asked whether the left accepted rcsixmsibility for the appeal 
to arms, Pierre I-eroux replied that he and his friends ap- 
jjealetl to rcasf»n. not to arms.* Dufaure. minister of the 
intcri«)r. cxjjrc^snl hini>clf as pleased with this answer. 
Now the committee had tiiiished its delil)erations and Dam 
s|)oke lor it. Naturally he completely acquitted the gor- 
ernmeiit and claimed that it had faith full v carried out the 
wishes of the Constituent .\ssembly. Canet, a Montagnard. 
iiujtiired what ^^ovcmmciit I'rance intended to give to Kt^ne: 
I'arrot avoided the (|iiestion and talked hanalities alxnit doing 
his dutv. I-;ic!audure. a memher f>f the extreme leiu 
wanicij to sc-e ihe <l«K:uments on which the committee's 
re|>ort wa^ -.a^ol. Tuctiucville was willing to produce then 
since, hr >ai«i. thev were favorahle to the ministers, bat he 
dainuMl that it \v«ni!il j»p»I'in;^ the <lel»aie. fi>r all the im- 
jHirtant «»rH-^ hai! liw!i p'.irili^hed in tlie Monitcur. 

IxM!ruI\»>i;iri !i'»w -{"-ke. There lias l>een much commeni 
on t!ie iniM imu' of his sjn-ivh delivered after the fiery 
w«»nl «»f iIk- j»revi'.M- ilay. i*arr«»i re|K'atetI in his memoirs 
the c«»nHni>ri account :!iat witliin the ranks of the Mntmtaia 
ih'-Tr wa'* iT'-KvisiMn a- :'»!ik* a'l\ :-a' i'ity .if an uprising, and 
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superior something is eternal right and justice, that inde- 
finable thing called human conscience." Ledru-RoUin ended 
with an explanation of his words of the previous day. " All 
pacific means to defend the constitution, but if it is violated 
.... as I said, it must be defended by each of us with 
arms in his hands." ^ It is remarkable how peaceful these 
words now sounded when divested of the air of defiance 
with which they had previously been uttered. 

President Dupin desired to put the vote whether they 
should proceed to the discussion of the question of the im- 
peachment. Coralli, a member of the left centre, wanted 
the matter referred to the bureaus. Laclaudure, a member 
of the extreme left, again insisted on seeing the documents. 
But the president persisted in putting the question. The in- 
dignant left refrained from voting, and the motion was 
passed 377 to 7. 

And still Pascal Duprat, an orator of the extreme left, 
insisted on seeing the documents. Barrot declared this un- 
necessary. Cremieux maintained that the signers of the 
impeachment might be convinced of the guilt of the min- 
isters, the majority of their innocence, but that there were 
some members of the Assembly whose minds were open and 
who needed documentary proof. Then Thiers rose and 
made the great speech for the defense. He asserted that 
Cremieux had the right to ask for the documents but not 
the signers, who had asserted the previous day that the 
case was clear without them ; * that the committee had ex- 
amined ever3rthing and had seen no basis for impeachment ; 
that the Assembly had realized, when troops had been sent 
to Civita Vecchia, that force might be needed; and that 
these troops had defended liberty as well as order. All the 
facts were known, Thiers claimed, and there was no attack 

* Uiscours politiques 2 : 350-7. 

' This was a hit at Ledru, Laclaudure, and Duprat. 
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a convincing if slightly rambling discourse, in general 
moderate in tone but ending defiantly. 

President Dupin was about to call the orator to order 
when Thiers rose to reply. Thiers insisted that he tookj 
the words just uttered as applying to himself. Ledru in- 
terrupted from the floor to say that the word Cossack was 
merely a retort to the word demagogue. Thiers responded 
that he had used the word demagogue in a general sense and 
that it was Ledru-Rollin's fault if he thought that the shoe 
pinched him. Let the country chose between the two parties, 
Thiers continued. His party desired order as well as a re- 
public, in Italy as well as in France. It desired order and 
therefore fought Ledru's influence. Again Pascal Duprat, 
supported by Cremieux, Pyat, and Latrade, insisted on a 
vote on the question of the production of the documents, 
but Dupin asserted that the question had been decided and 
, that the Assembly should now vote on the committee's re- 
port. This was accepted 377 to 8, for again the entire left 
refrained from voting. The left centre voted with the 
majority. Thus ended the session. 

June 12 was a mere lull in the struggle and brought no 
permanent results. Ledru had made able speeches, but had 
added nothing to what he had said the previous day. The 
reader should notice the emphasis given to that higher law 
which was declared superior to universal suffrage, the old 
theory of natural law. Thiers had shown himself a re- 
markable defender of a bad cause and with him resided the 
honours of the debate; but he had employed the favorite 
device of the right, to turn the question from the subject in 
hand to a general accusation of the extreme left. The right 
had conspiciously shown its unfairness. The impeachment 
had been submitted to a committee composed wholly of the 
right. The production of the documents, demanded by the 
most elementary rules of equity, had been refused by the 
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merit is an exaggeration, for it will be seen that on the 
morning of June 13 the Mountain was still opposed to any- 
thing like an uprising. Ruge, a German democrat and a 
friend of Ledru, wrote on June 12: "There will be no 
fighting, merely a peaceful demonstration." ^ 

A committee composed of Ledru-RoUin, Pyat, and Con- 
siderant withdrew from this meeting to draw up a pro- 
clamation. They asserted that the people alone was sov- 
ereign, and they declared that article 5 of the preamble and 
article 54 of the constitution had been violated. The only 
method left was to confide in the people, the National Guard, 
and the army in accord with article no of the constitution. 
" People, this is the supreme moment," declared the pro- 
clamation; "the government has ranged itself on the side 
of kings against peoples. . . . Liberty is order, is the con- 
stitution, is the republic. Rally to the cry of Hurrah for the 
Republic! Hurrah for the Constitution^! " * The deputies 
all approved this manifesto, but some thought that it was not 
strong enough. A declaration of the Friends of the Con- 
stitution was read, which quoted article no and added: 
" Let a great manifestation, calm as justice itself, as the 
sacred cause of nationalities, proclaim boldly the protest of 
the French people against the audacious enterprises of the 
authorities, and let it thereby assure the triumph of the 
constitution." This declaration was also approved by the 
meeting.* About three o'clock in the morning of June 13 
the deputies of the extreme left separated after handing to 

^ Ruge 2 : loi. 

^Moniteur 3102-3; radical papers of June 13. Pyat 103 declared 
apropos of this proclamatioa : "Neither Ledru-RoUin nor Considerant 
nor I drew it up; we only looked it over with its author"; unfortu- 
nately he does not say who the author was. Was he perhaps Michel de 
Bourges ? All other accounts attribute die composition of the proclama- 
tion to the three deputies. 

' Ledru trial, Moniteur 3103, 3168. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 

The Grand Fiasco 

The events of June 13 have rarely been correctly inter- 
pretated. The common account is that Ledru-Rollin did 
not desire to head an uprising but was forced by his fol- 
lowers to organize long beforehand a definite insurrection. 
He is supposed to have declared: " I am their chief; I must 
follow them." ^ This explanation of the events of June 
13 is untenable, for every shred of evidence indicates that 
there was no premeditated conspiracy. 

A more reasonable explanation of June 13 is that Ledni 
and the Mountain were undecided as late as June 12, but 
that they finally declared in favor of an insurrection and 
worked with that end in view on the thirteenth.* Thus Maz- 

1 This is the account given by Ledru's contemporaries : Ambes i : 
204-9; Barrot 3:297-312; Falloux 1:481-2; Freycinet 56-7; Granier dc 
Cassagnac 2:89-94; Maupas 1:60-2; Melun 2:39; Persigny 72-4; 
Quentin-Bauchart i : 266-274; and by such secondary writers as Forster 
250-1; Gradis 2:375; J.errold 3:89-96; La Gorce 2:167-180; Pierre 
Quentin-Bauchart in Nouvelle Revue N. S. 16:538; Weill 323^. This 
is the thesis adopted by the prosecution at Versailles. Calumnious ac- 
counts also exist. Vielcastel i : 1 14 declares that Ledru was induced to 
revolt by his mistress, Judith, an actress and police spy. Lavarenne, 
Rouges 61-2, and Mirecourt 88-90 claim that Ledru was forced at the 
point of a pistol to support an uprising. ... As to the phrase ** I am 
their chief; I must follow them," it is probably apocryphal. The only 
definite testimony on this point is by Pressens6 in Revue Bleue 19* : 549^ 
who declares that Ledru made this remark to Maleville. 

'Among contemporaries, Beaumont- Vassy 4:496-7 and Castille 4:96- 
122; among secondary writers, Lebey, Ministdre 444-509; Martin 3: 
Pierre 2: 156-214; Renard 151 -2. 
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arms and indeed not a shot was fired." ^ Late in 1849 
Ledru-Rollin wrote a pamphlet called Le 13 Juin; in it we 
would naturally expect to find a good deal of evidence con- 
cerning the events of that day, but it contains only generali- 
ties. Ledru demolished many of the arguments of his op- 
ponents, but he gave no definite account of his actions in 
June 1849.^ 

It is difficult completely to absolve the Mountain from the 
charge of taking part in an insurrection. Certainly before 
June 13 the Mountain engaged in no conspiracy. A few of 
its members, notably Michel de Bourges, desired to resort to 
violence, but most of the Montagnards up to and through 
June 12 were opposed to any sort of uprising. On the 
thirteenth the deputies of the Mountain did not know what 
course to take when they heard that the manifestation had 
been dispersed. Embarrassed by the tmrealisable scheme for 
a rump parliament advocated by the pacific Considerant, the 
leaders of the Mountain seem finally to have decided to 
use force to defend themselves. Before they had time to 
draw up any definite plan of action, they were routed. 
The Mountain should, therefore, be absolved from the charge 
of a premeditated plot, but should be found guilty of a half- 
hearted appeal to arms at the eleventh hour for the purpose 
of an armed resistance to the authorities. As to the De- 
mocratic-Socialist Committee, otherwise called the Com* 
mittee of Twenty-five, and the Society of the Rights of 
Man, probably some of their members had been preparing 
for an insurrection, but the evidence on this point is incon- 
clusive. Certainly the government made use of the re- 
sistance which it knew was slight and unexpected to pretend 

" Speech of June 3. 1874, in Discours f*o1itiques 2:481. 

* Discours poUtiqucs 2 : ST^-sSj. For details sec Caiman, Ledru-RoUin 
aprcs iS48y 41-3. 
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The Mountain took no part in this manifestation. The 
people were quiet or harmlessly cheered the Mountain, the 
constitution, and the Roman republic All the evidence 
points to the peaceful character of the procession; the pre- 
sence of former deputies of the left centre, such as Bastide 
and Perrier, was not compatible with an uprising. 

The procession was marching along laughing when sud- 
denly about one o'clock Changarnier issued from a side 
street at the head of his troops and charged the procession. 
His soldiers and gendarmes slashed right and left in an 
unnecessarily cruel manner. The people could not disperse 
as all the side streets were thronged with spectators. Then 
and then only, amid the disorder, an officer in a low voice 
read the riot act. The policemen and soldiers again jostled 
the unresisting crowd with their horses and attacked it with 
bayonets, sabres, clubs. The people offered no resistance 
and dispersed as quickly as they could. A few extremists 
cried: To Anns! They are massacring our brothers! But 
such cries were few and scattered. The attack of Chan- 
gamier was illegal as he made his assault before reading 
the riot act. It was imnecessary as the manifestation was 
peaceful and might have been dispersed before it formed in 
marching array. The attack was cruel and brutal ; this was 
evidenced particularly in the actions of a gendarme named 
Petit. When a youth thrown down by the onrush of the 
troops bared his breast and in a melodramatic frenzy cried : 
" Kill me," Petit slashed at the boy with his sabre. For 
this action the gendarme was not dismissed or even repri- 
manded; in fact a little later he even received promotion.* 

The procession was not the work of the Mountain. The 

1 For accounts of the procession see iLedru in Discours polUiques 2: 
385-6; Changarnier in Moniteur for 1849, p. 2103; Ledni trial in ibid., 
31 15, 3206, 3163; Herzen 60; Ruge 2: 103. Seze in RivoluHon de 18^, 
10 : 21-2 ; Fonvielle in ibid., 8 : 469-475. 



5.HI 
VtiKtntatn ip] 

(|tunm in ll 
a tiiile xfirr i 
liRiulK hniuf 
oM that lul 
Kill th'Mtld ri 
wrrv uut at 
ruihirif; ilowi 
raMKul cnn 
ntgr he himi 

ouf mrrting f 

I rrtTtciii'irrf' 
the pfr»« 4ml 



J^ \rt hr hail no ihotichl of armc^l rr«itt- 
rii«i.i,kTarn» [>Un i.w a rump |iar1iamrat 
rr: hi* nu-i'l Ihi* iiK-anI a (lrtiar»cc of the 
!!<■* !>a! urtthcT thr iiw of f.^rr ihw a *rcrrt 
ni}kniililr pmittiKi 
t« <!n.-i.Inl on t>y the Mountain, the Rue dn 

in the \M*ia«l Cvtrd vto 



> jtr l.> oiatntiwr. ()« lb* CK«nic of /mm IJ 
■.-z ih* Kot itr T.-onkiM. bol a iklrt tol4 tw 



■,: J !v! C^nmituiri' M4'}. l.«)n» tnaJ i 



380 LEDRU'ROLLIN AND SECOND FRENCH REPUBUC [534 

Hasard was not a safe place in which to deliberate. " To 
the Conservatory of Arts and Trades ! " cried some one. 
Ledru took up the cry, and the Montagnards started off for 
the Conservatory in order to have amid the people a refuge 
in which to deliberate. Common sense told them that it 
was not a stronghold to defend.^ 

They wished, however, to have some protection against 
the attack they expected, and accordingly they went to the 
neighboring Palais National* where the National Guard 
artillery under Guinard was quartered. Giiinard was a con- 
vinced republican, a Montagnard member of the Constituent, 
but an opponent of violence. He had been adjutant to 
Courtais, former commander of the National Guard, and 
was now head of the National Guard artillery. This artillery 
had been disbanded that morning, but Guinard, fearing a 
coup d'etat, had disregarded the order. Ledru and ten col- 
leagues entered the garden of the Palais National about two 
o'clock in the afternoon. " As soon as I heard that Ledru 
was in the garden," said Guinard later, 

I took him by the arm and entered my office. We talked 
together for a very short time. I felt as he did, that there 
was an attempt to violate the constitution. No more than I 
did he need to decide on his part. ... I thought that Ledru- 
RoUin went to the Conservatory because he was convinced 
.... that the constitution had been violated, that the 
authorities themselves, by charging a body of citizens without 
having first legally summoned them to disperse, began thd 
insurrection. The first idea was to remain at the Palais 
National, but near by was a large division of the regfular army. 
All defense was impossible at the Palais National. We feared 
the possibility of having to defend the republic. We wished 

^ Discours poUtiques 2:386; Bodi at Ledru trial, Moniteur for 1849, 
pp. 3143, 3239. 
" Now the Palais Royal. 
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In front were Guinard, Ledru and Deville, arm in arm. 
They passed several small military posts without paying^ 
any attention to them. There were continual^ shouts for the 
constitution and the republic, interspersed with some for the 
Roman republic, the Mountain, and Ledru-Rollin, and an 
occasional Down with Changarnier! or To Arms! Probably 
about sixty representatives, three hundred artillerymen, and 
a mob of a thousand civilians left the Palais National, but 
their numbers decreased as they marched along/ On the 
way, said Considerant later in a pamphlet, " we repeated to 
each other that out role was traced, that it was no time to 
deliberate, that we should avoid a call to arms, that we should 
place ourselves at the head of the manifestation and re- 
ceive there, if necessary, the charge of bayonets and the 
rifle fire." * 

When the deputies reached the Conservatory, they de- 
clared : " We are representatives and we wish to enter." * 
The few soldiers in this public building were not numerous 
enough to resist, and they permitted the deputies to enter 
with their escort. Ledru and Guinard went into the second 
courtyard where they met Pouillet, the director of the Con- 
servatory, who had left his office as soon as he heard of 
their arrival. Pouillet's story is as follows; 

" Arrived there, I saw before me .... a group of deputies in 
scarfs and full insignia, and behind them in the first court- 
yard, the red plumes of the National Guard artillery, hats and 
caps bearing the level card, symbol of the Society of the Rights 
of Man, and above all a forest of bayonets, disorder, and great 
agitation." There were four hundred who entered and were 

* Guinard and other witnesses, ibid,, 322$, 5238-3246; Ranc 46-7; SL 
Ferreol, MSmoires 2: 192-3. 

'Considerant 33. 

• Ledru trial, Moniteur for 1849, pp. 3247, 3278. 
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phitheatre was refused them; consequently after the director 
had left, they forced their way into the Spinning Room 
{Sdle des Filatures) .^ " Near the entrance to this rocMn," 
testified Dupin, Pouillet's secretary, " was a small table which 
was being used by various people, secretaries who were 
writing, others who were giving orders. M. Ledru-Rollin 
was very close to this table. He gesticulated, he seemed 
quite worried, he looked like a sick man." * 

There were at least fifty-seven deputies present at the 
Conservatory. Of these Ledru-Rollin, Martin Bernard, 
Considerant, and twenty-five others were later prosecuted for 
insurrection; the presence of Michel de Boiurges and the 
others was unknown to the government.* A proclamation 
was later produced supposed to have been drawn up at this 
meeting. It said: "To the French people, the National 
Guard, and the army : The constitution has been violated, the 
people are rising to defend it, the Mountain is at its post. 
Hurrah for the constitution ! " The proclamation was dated : 
" At the Conservatory of Arts and Trades at two o'clock." 
The authenticity of this document is doubtful. 

The reasons for considering it authentic are various. 
Commissaire, one of the deputies present, says in his 
memoirs : 

Ledru-Rollin, Michel and Considerant were the three most 
influential persons present; they formed a group apart. A 
little later they decided to post a call to arms. Ledru-Rollin 
wrote the appeal with a pencil. The paper was placed inside 
his hat. . . . Most of those who were at the Conservatory 
were ignorant of the call to arms; no one signed it. Ledru- 

* Pouillet 7-ia 
*Moniteur ^Zjg, 

• For lists of those present, see St F6rreol, Proscrits 1 146-7; St. Per- 
reol, MSmoires 2 : 197. Gamt)on and Pyat, altiiough not present, were 
also prosecuted. 
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did not act in conformity with the proclamation; they op- 
posed firing on the government forces when they arrived. 
Still there is the possibility that they acted thus because there 
was no chance of a successful defense or because they wished 
the good will of the army. The strongest evidence against 
the authenticity of the proclamation is the statement made 
a few months later by Considerant ; " I did not see the pro- 
clamation said to have been seized, and I swear, as I was 
beside Ledru-RoUin or near him all the time, that he did not 
see it either." ^ This would seem decisive, but Considerant 
may have lied to save his friends who were in prison or he 
may have been absent a moment while the proclamation was 
being written. 

Thus the evidence is conflicting as to the authenticity of 
the proclamation. It may be — although this is a pure hypo- 
thesis — ^that a proclamation calling on the people to defend 
the Mountain but not inciting them to insurrection was 
drawn up by the leaders, a proclamation different from that 
seized by the government. Such a proceeding would have 
been in line with the peculiar policy of a defensive war 
against the authorities, the policy earlier adopted by the 
Mountain. 

Whether or not a proclamation had been drawn up, the 
deputies in the Conservatory took no actual measures of 
defense. In times of revolt it was the common practice 
in Paris to build barricades. But to this the Montagnard 
leaders were opposed. Guinard asserted later : " I had 
given the most positive orders to prevent the construction 
of barricades. I told my officers to treat as enemies of the 
republic all who tried to erect any.'* In fact he prevented 
the raising of several.^ There were no barricades within 

* Considerant 36. 

2 Moniteur 3144-5- Cf, ibid., 3140, 33io. 
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whom they found in the Spinning Room. " I accosted M. 
Ledru-Rollin," said Pouillet in his account, 

and in a loud voice repeated to him and to the group around 
him the same thought and perhaps the same words that I had 
just used to Colonel Guinard. . . . My conviction was as 
strong as ever; in fact from minute to minute the likelihood 
of an outbreak of hostilities seemed to me to be growing 
greater. ... I can afHrm that the deputies began immediately 
to deliberate on the question as to whether they should leave 
the Conservatory or remain there. . . . The deliberation was 
neither regular nor solemn. It was a conflict of opinions and 
contradictory assertions, an indescribable confusion. Nobody 
demanded the floor, everybody took it 

Pouillet himself tried to convince individual deputies of the 
advantage of quitting the Conservatory, and he won Con- 
siderant over to his side. A quarter of an hour was wasted 
in debate while a committee of five deliberated in secret as to 
whether or not a government should be formed at the Con- 
servatory. All was still undecided when shots were heard 
outside.^ 

Changamier had sent two regiments against the Conserva- 
tory. A few scattered shots were fired at them, but the 
deputies tried to prevent all resistance. The Montagnard, 
Boch, cried : " Don't fire." The artillerymen held the 
stocks of their muskets in the air. But the r^fular troops 
steadily advanced and entered the Conservatory. There 
was no organized defense on the part of those inside and 
no attempt to make one.^ Neither did the deputies wish to 
flee. " There was so little thought of flight," said DeviUe, 
a deputy, later, " that we all went up to the troops, Ledru- 

* Pouillet 10-16. 

• Moniteur for 1849, pp. 2103, 3141, 3143, 3223. Commissaire 249 claims 
that there was no resistance only because there was no time to organize 
one. 
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not forget for one moment that of all the deputies I was 
the one that France had honoured with the most votes." ^ 

Thus the deputies of the Moimtain were saved from. 
being shot by the timely arrival of a superior crfficer. Ledru 
said to him : " Major, is it possible that orders have been 
given to shoot imarmed men?" The major ordered the 
threatening guns to be lowered.* At this point Colonel 
Alphonse arrived; Guinard and Ledru spoke to him. 
Guinard said " You can regard tis as your prisoners. 
Ledru-RoUin and I answer for all the citizens here." Al- 
phonse nodded assent. Was this a promise to remain in 
the Conservatory? Alphonse so conceived it, but Guinard 
did not," and Ledru said later : " I did not give my parole." * 
The leader of the Mountain can hardly be blamed for not 
considering that this speech by Guinard bound him not to 
escape. 

At this juncture for some unexplained reason the soldiers 
withdrew from the Conservatory; the Mountain and it de- 
fenders had absolute control within. Already many of the 
deputies and citizens had escaped by breaking the windows, 
jtunping out of them, and then departing through the garden 
and the unguarded rear gates. Deville insisted on staying 
in the first courtyard; others agreed with him. " We will 
all s>tay," said Ledru. The importance of his escape was 
pointed out, but still Ledru resisted. Then Pilhes seized 
him by the arm and forced him bodily into the building; 
further Ledru would not flee.' Soon the first courtyard 

* Discours polttiques 2 : 367-8. 

• Moniteur for 1849, pp. 3310, 3323. 

• Ibid,, 3222-3. Cf. Guinard in Messager du Nord, June 26. 

* Discours polttiques 2 : 568. 

'Rivolution de 1848, 17:48; cf. Moniteur 3279; Pouillct 16-9; St 
F6rreol, Mimoires 2 : 194. 
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forever by the following statement : " Signard escaped by 
the famous vasistas of which there was so much talk on 
the occasion of the flight of Ledru-Rollin. Signard was 
mistaken for Ledru, owing to the fact that they had similar 
figures and were both stout. Now, the truth is that Ledru 
left only at the end of the manifestation and by a door 
imder the very eyes of the officials, who let him pass, 
whereas Signard and others got away as best they could 
by a broken window." Ledru-Rollin, who knew the truth, 
let the reactionary papers calumniate him,^ probably because 
he did not wish to reveal to the government the presence of 
Signard at the Conservatory. The matter in itself is not 
of great importance, but the picture of the fat orator squeez- 
ing through a small opening was long a mine of satire for 
the conservatives, who dubbed the members of the Mountain 
Conspirateurs du Hasard^ and Ledru-Rollin Vasistas I, 
King of Window-panes.* The ridicule also affected the 
republicans. Thus Lamber, the father of Juliette Adam^ 
was disgusted not at the failure but at the " hesitating and 
ridiculous role played by the last two champions of his 
ideas." * 

As soon as Ledru emerged from the garden of the Con- 
servatory he was recognized and surrounded by a crowd 
who shouted: " Here is our leader; here is Ledru-Rollin." 
Ledru tried to silence them. A short deliberation was held 
and then Ledru, together with Considerant and Martin Ber- 
nard who had joined him, walked off in the direction of the 
Madelonettes prison, accompanied by five or six civilians. 
The director of the prison had received favors in the past 

^Joigneaux 2:23. 

'Conspirators of Fortune. Remember tiie Mountain headquarters 
were in the Rue du Hasard. 

• Seurre 2:321. 

* Adam 333. 



iu-m I^ni R<4hn 
*Mn{athy and tu fpy 
mmi painJ* He 
frx-mlt In praccrd i 
larrr trttiftnl : " M 
hit chi(hr4 wrrr na 
lut " ' 
I'tmutkrant Uirr 

\V « tuil DM ipone M 
orr> *trp and tihlti 
Thftr tim« I wu < 
uvl iwNc wr tud to 

m of<lrr mx lo run i 

mumar% wr wouM h 
brra AfTTttnl and I 
Ittiown fftctHit who < 
an ' hir iranquil g 

<r'>r.1 r\rT\-.nr Jt to .»> .nu^tHnL ••<: »>>« vuuiw. iub.:uki. 

\^ : i> -or UM-nili «rrr talking with l^ni . , . . « jrooth of 

IV v..(t;h t "A. t .mvntcTant to a plarr of nfety.' 

\k A rr.!;!; i.i rtx- ilitctiMKm txlwTrn Lcdni and his eont- 
ju: .«-. Mjn^ri IWtunl wmi up la a womin and aaltvd 
;«-r:-:;>i- ' ; . ii^ hrr ro»»n» tcittpiicahly. The wocnan 
T r-'i'T-'. » ;}; }irr liii\)ancl ami thm rrftueU. The htttland 
K4 t rn. v"--'^! I-nlrii »h<mi he later dnchbed: " Me had a 
[Ik. kjL'^ -.ir.Aft ht« arm arxl tmre a lar{e hrim hai; he was 
i- -;:;.-!-t^- ticiirr " ' A(Tonlmi; to the Et^fmmuut, the 
- -r ■■ X-. i;-..tifj;rtit who had heen traniponed after the 

■' -..,■.». • - •,. p twi Cf •(W jju. !>«. 



394 LEDRU'ROLLIN AND SECOND FRENCH REPUBUC [548 

June Days offered Ledru a refuge, but Ledru declined it and 
continued on down the Rue Vertbois. He was not dis- 
guised and walked along tranquilly.^ After this we lose 
sight of him. Somewhere or other in Paris he found a 
safe hiding place for that night. 

Thus without any resistance the so-called headquarters 
of the insurrection were captured. Colonel Guinard had 
remained some time after Ledru's departure, had conversed 
quietly with Pouillet, and had finally gone home where he 
was arrested the next morning. In all Paris only three 
barricades had been constructed and three more started; 
these had been easily captured. Colonel Forestier had of- 
fered no resistance when he was arrested.* 

It is thus clear that there was no organized resistance to 
the government on Jime 13, The leaders of the Mountain 
had no intention of causing an uprising and had made no 
plans for one. The few arms that were within reach were 
not even taken. The arms at the Palais National remained in 
the armory. A small amount of ammunition for hunting 
was left at Ledru's cotmtry house, not brought to Paris. 
On the other hand, the conduct of General Changamier on 
this day should sully his name foreover. He attacked an 
unarmed procession for no cause, illegally, and with useless 
cruelty. He talked much about putting down a great revolt 
whereas nowhere did he meet resistance. The Bonapartists 
exaggerated this little disturbance and lied about its size. 
Very possibly they instigated what little fighting there was. 

As to the leaders of the Mountain, it is hard to decide 
whether or not to blame them for their actions on Jtme 13. 
They saw that the executive was ready to defy the constitu- 
tion in its own interest. They saw that the legislative 

^ Evinement, June 21, 18491 

■ Ledru trial, Moniteur for 1849, p. 3^^7', Changamicr's account in 
ibid,, 2103. 
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referred approved. In spite of an eloquent protest by Pierre 
Leroux the state of siege was decreed 394 to 82, the left vot- 
ing in the negative. A proclamation was adopted calling <xi 
the people to rally to the support of the Assembly. The 
arrest of Suchet was announced. Cremieux and the Mcm- 
tagnard, Canet, protested; but attorney-general Baroche de- 
fended the arrest and the Assembly voted the previous ques- 
tion 328 to 97. After the arrest of the six deputies in the 
courtjrard of the Conservatory had been announced, the 
members of the Assembly separated.^ 

^ For good account of the session, see Barrot 3 : 302-312. 
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out being obliged to undergo the inspection of the men of 
the Rue de Jerusalem [policemen] the mysterious intervention 
of devoted friends was needed. As for me, I almost doubted 
of success. . . . Once on the train, I considered our operation 
as crowned with success. We were asked for our passports 
at the Quievrain station. I shall always regard the inspector 
as a brave and loyal official. ... In brief, at five o'clock we 
got out at the station in Brussels.^ 

Ledni remained in Belgium only a short time, for the 
Belgian liberal ministry asked most of the French proscripts 
residing there to leave the country. Accordingly he pro- 
ceeded to England and settled in London. As soon as his 
wife was assured of his escape, she followed him.* 

In the French departments rumors were current that the 
government had been overthrown. As a result there was a 
serious uprising at Lyons on June 15 which was finally put 
down * and another at Colmar and Strasbourg in Alsace.* 
There were minor uprisings at Amiens, Bordeaux, EHjon, 
Grenoble, Montpellier, Rheims and Riom.* Order was soon 
restored in the provinces. There the authorities spread 
calimmies against Ledru. The peasants were told: 
" Ledru-RoUin was a thief. There were forty thousand 
people in Paris who paid him forty sous a day apiece. He 
intended to make himself king. It was the money he carried 
off that made the republic poor." * 

The radical newspapers continued to defend the Mon- 
tagnard refugees, but most of these journals were either 

* Bernard, 73-5. 

' For details see Caiman, Ledru-Rollin aprh 1848, ]>p. 20-1. 

• Moniteur for J849, p. 2091. 

* Muller 64-5, 180-7. 

' Dufaure in Assembly, Jtme 16, Moniteur for 184^, p. 2084; Ledru 
trial, ibid., 31 18. 

• Senior i : 181. 
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of cartridges and some powder as well as five letters relative 
to political matters/ 

The first policeman that visited Ledru's Parisian home 
in the Rue de Toumon was told that Ledru had not re- 
turned since the morning of June 13. Berthe Leroux, the 
maid of Mme. Ledru-Rollin, admitted him to the deputy's 
study. There he found a quantity of pamphlets, books, and 
manuscripts, but a rapid survey showed nothing relative to 
a plot. A few days later another official arrived and found 
M. and Mme. David d' Angers with Henriotte Ledru-Rollin 
in her bedroom; nothing was discovered there. In the study 
was Mathis, the private secretary, who declared that he had 
just entered; a stack of papers before him proved the truth 
of this assertion. The papers were in great disorder, but 
the policeman collected all those relative to political affairs. 
Mathis insisted they were of no importance, for Ledru was 
in the habit of destroying all his political correspondence. 
The official told him that this was his affair and went 
away with these papers as well as some letters in Italian 
and German. This appeared to disturi) Mathis.* As these 
letters were not produced at the subsequent trial they must 
indeed have been innocuous. 

Still later, on October 13, a third visit was made by the 
police, but this was only to look for Ledru, who was sus- 
pected of having returned. The cause of this visit is amus- 
ing. A neighbor thought that she heard a cat jumping 
about in the deserted apartments. She told her friends, and 
the story grew until it was asserted that the Montagnard 
chieftain was there.* During July a search for the fugitive 

* Affaire du 13 Juin 1 : 516. 
■ Ibid., I : Si7-a 

* LR Papers i : 563, letter of Mathis. For details see Caiman, Ledru-- 
Rollin apris, pp. 18^. 
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would be refused. Lastly, they could do more useful work 
at liberty abroad than in prison.^ 

On October 13 the trial opened at Versailles. There 
were sixty-seven persons accused of whom twenty-nine were 
present. They were divided into four catagories. i** 
Socialist-Democratic Committee of twenty-five. 14 accused; 
5 present. 2° Committee of the press. 7 accused including 
Delesduze; 3 present. 3® Deputies. 311 accused, including 
Ledru, Martin Bernard, and Considerant; 11 present. 4° 
Miscellaneous. 15 accused including Etienne Arago, Fore- 
stier, Guinard, and Schmitz; 10 present.* Prominent mem- 
bers of the radical and moderate parties acted as lawyers 
for the defense. Thirteen of them were deputies or ex- 
deputies, such as Buvignier, Cremieux, Jules Favre, and 
Michel de Bourges. Of the ten others, two were leaders 
of the bar : Madier de Mont jau, Sr. and Thourel. 

As soon as the trial began, all the accused present except 
two declared that the constitution had been violated and that 
therefore the court had no jurisdiction. Madier and Michel 
tried to argue the question, but the court refused to hear 
them. The general accusation was then read. The first 
point brought up was the formation of the Solidarity repub- 
licaine as a means of rousing revolt, but so weak was this 
point that it disappeared after the accusation had been read. 
Then letters of Martin Bernard and Delescluze were pro- 
duced. Those of the former were decidedly peaceful, those of 
the latter could be interpreted as pacific or warlike. It is 
noteworthy that not a letter of Ledru was brought for- 
ward as evidence although his entire correspondence had 
been seized. The first proposal on the part of the Mountain 

*/WJ., October 4; Tribune du Peuple, October 3, 1849. 

*Moniteur for 1849, 3193-9. For excellent, full account of the trial*, 
showing unfairness of the judges, see Felice in Rivolution de 1848, 61 
314-325. 
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with the subject. Nor had the assertion that at a banquet 
of Alsatian cooks attended by none of the accused a toast 
was drunk to the cholera that killed Marshal Bugeaud. 
Neither was it a crime on Ledru-RoUin's part to receive 
from Italy letters abusing Oudinot and the policy of the 
cabinet. The meetings of June 11 were mentioned and 
they were stated dogmatically to be warlike, but every shred 
of evidence produced showed that they were pacific. It was 
asserted that the Society for the Rights of Man had de- 
clared for an appeal to arms if peaceful measures should 
fail. This was probably true, but note that peaceful meas- 
ures were preferred. The speeches and manifestoes of June 
II and 12 were called a summons to arms, but it has been 
shown that they were really a peaceful protest. Then came 
the " military outbreak " of the thirteenth and the uprisings 
in the provinces ; of course a biased version was given.^ 

Altogether the prosecution had proved nothing. It had 
asserted that there was a conspiracy but had brought for- 
ward no proof. It had shown that the deputies of the 
Mountain had been at the Conservatory and it had charged 
them with insurrection, but again it had given no clear proof. 
It had hunted into the most obscure comers and all it had 
shown was that the accused believed that the constitution 
had been violated and that a few other men not among the 
accused had clearly advocated a revolt. It had twisted 
innocent facts into incriminating evidence, and, when even 
that had been impossible, it had made a bare assertion that 
there had been a conspiracy. 

After the general accusation had been completed the in- 
dividual accusations were taken up. That of Ledru-Rollin 
told of his presence at the various meetings, but it falsely 
stated that he had made a speech at the Palais National. It 
added that fifty cartridges, two cases of gunpowder, and 

» Moniteur for 1849, pp. 5099-31031 311S-8. 
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It is frequently stated ^ that the prisoners were insultit^ 
to the soldiers who testified. This is not true. To such 
an officer as Colonel Alphonse the accused were anxious to 
extend thanks for his courtesy. It was only when (^cers 
insulted them that they became angry. Once Daniel Lama- 
ziere, one of the accused deputies, even gave the lie to a 
captain, whereupon he was fined by the court.* On October 
25, 1849 ^^^ review of the general facts was completed; from 
then on until November 7 witnesses were heard relative to 
the individual cases of those present. 

On November 7 District Attorney Rjoyer stimmed up for 
the prosecution. He repeated the arguments used in the 
opening accusation. He gave the usual biased lawyer's plea. 
When analyzed, his speech offered no evidence of a precon- 
certed plot and was not convincing on the charge of insur- 
rection.* 

November 1 1 was appointed for the final argument of the 
defense. Michel de Bourges began by sa3ring that if the 
constitution had been violated, insurrection would have been 
permissible. Royer interrupted to maintain that only the 
Assembly had the right to judge violations of the con- 
stitution. But this was precisely the point which the Moun- 
tain denied. President Berenger refused to let Michel pro- 
ceed. Madier de Montjau, thereupon, in behalf of all the 
lawyers for the defense, declared that as the bench was ex- 
ceeding its authority, none of them would plead.* On the 
twelfth the presiding judge stmimed up, clearly in favor of 
the prosecution," and the next day was read the verdict 

* E, g. Beaumont- Vassy 4: 549-550. 
■ Moniteur 3305. 
» Ibid,, 3546-3557. 
^Ihid,, 3612-5. 
•/Wrf., 3642. 
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against the jiulgnient of the Versailles tribunal. President 
Dupiii called him to order, but Michel continued. The 
president maintained his censure and the Assembly approved. 
Pascal Duprat. a niem))er of the left, had a hot debate with 
Dupin on this |)oint. but the right and centre paid no at- 
tention to Duprat and proceeded to other business. 

The government had not yet attacked all the prominent 
democrats. It decided to prosecute the leaders of the 
Solidarite rcptMicaine. Many of these were already in 
exile or in the i)enal colonies, Init on October 26. 1849 de- 
puty Sarrut.* ex-deputy I?u\ngnier. Delescluze, and six ocher 
civilians were charged with c<»n<ipiracy. .Although all except 
iUivignier and <»ne civilian succeedeil in escaping, a trial was 
held an<l on April u, 1X50 a verdict of guilty was nnind 
against them and |)enaliies »>i one or two years* imprison- 
ment were inflicted.' 

The Mmmtain. thu> reduced in size, was now under the 
leadership of Michel de Puiurges. It is one of the ironies 
if history that the only leafier who had ojienly advocateil an 
uprising should f>e the one who was not arrested and should 
have succeetled a< hearl of the jKirty the far more pacific 
Ix*«!ni-Rr>llin. To rq>lace the Montagnards who had been 
convicted, new elections were held in 18 1:0. and in the mam 
thn>t' wlin were chosen were ra»licals. Thereupon the 
friirhtened Assembly ivissi«,| the law of May 31 mutilatinf; 
universal suiVra^r. Tlu- following year it pas>c<l the well- 
kn'»wn I-'aliMTix law giviiig education into the hnnd of the 
cleri^y. The Montagnard deputies protester! but did noth- 
ing. I-edru in Kngland wanted a more acti\*e policy. He 
helped organize various assfK-iatiMns. »iuch as the XouzifOe 
MnrJafjtic anci the A/iirr'.jfn:,-. which tried to stir up 

* Y\u .\«*t !:;!♦'>• rif':-»- ! ;t"rr:".i'.''i n t» ; ri"»*rcuTc thrc« other 
' ■.;-.■.•;.• ./.f 7"r;«i,ft.;iir lVcc*vl<r :.i. iKjo; April i.i. 1S50. 
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against the judgment of the Versailles tribunal. President 
Dupin called him to order, but Michel continued. The 
president maintained his censure and the Assembly approved. 
Pascal Duprat, a member of the left, had a hot debate with 
Dupin on this point, but the right and centre paid no at- 
tention to Duprat and proceeded to other business. 

The government had not yet attacked all the prominent 
democrats. It decided to prosecute the leaders of the 
SolidaritS reptiblicaine. Many of these were already in 
exile or in the penal colonies, but on October 26, 1849 de- 
puty Sarrut,^ ex-deputy Buvignier, Delescluze, and six other 
civilians were charged with conspiracy. Although all except 
Buvignier and one civilian succeeded in escaping, a trial was 
held and on April 12, 1850 a verdict of guilty was found 
against them and penalties of one or two years' imprison- 
ment were inflicted.* 

The Mountain, thus reduced in size, was now under the 
leadership of Michel de Bourges. It is one of the ironies 
of history that the only leader who had openly advocated an 
uprising should be the one who was not arrested and should 
have succeeded as head of the party the far more pacific 
Ledru-Rollin. To replace the Montagnards who had been 
convicted, new elections were held in 1850, and in the main 
those who were chosen were radicals. Thereupon the 
frightened Assembly passed the law of May 31 mutilating 
universal suffrage. The following year it passed the well- 
known Falloux law giving education into the hand of the 
clergy. The Montagnard deputies protested but did noth- 
ing. Ledru in England wanted a more active policy. He 
helped organize various associations, such as the Nouvelle 
Montagne and the Marianne, which tried to stir up active 

^ The Assembly refused permission to prosecute three other deputies. 
* Gazette des THbunaux, December 14, 1849 ; April 13, 1850. 
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sored by Marx and Mazzini in 1864; he openly declared his 
adhesion to the movement for the association of labor and 
capital, for workingmen's combinations. The French gov- 
ernment, due to his alleged part in the Tibaldi conspiracy, 
excluded him, and him alone of all the exiles, from the two 
general amnesties of 1859 and 1869. This together with 
the fact that he was one of the chief protagonists of the 
republican cause rendered him most popular in France. In 
the supplementary elections of November 1869 ^ Paris ac- 
claimed his candidacy to the legislature. But Ledru re- 
fused to take the preliminary oath to the empire or to come 
to Paris for fear of arrest, and at the last moment he with- 
drew his candidacy. One of the first acts of the OUivier 
ministry was to declare the amnesties applicable to him, and 
early in 1870 he returned to France. 

Ledru took practically no part in the founding of the third 
republic although it was he who suggested to Gambetta the 
idea of forming the Government of National Defense from 
the Paris deputies. During the last months of 1870 he 
played a decidedly secondary part in the radical party, and 
early in 1871 he abandoned it because it seemed to be be- 
coming too revolutionary, to be falling under the influence 
of his old opponent, Blanqui. Elected to the National As- 
sembly in 1 87 1 by three departments, he resigned his seat, 
stating that the election had been based on universal suf- 
frage. The commune so disgusted him that he retired to 
England for two 3rears. In 1874 he reentered public life. 
He defended universal suffrage on June 3 in a speech be- 
fore the Chamber of Deputies, but that was his swan song, 
for on December 31, 1874 Ledru-Rollin expired at Fontenay- 
aux-Roses.* 

^ For details as to liis later life, see Caiman, Ledru-Rottin apris 1848, 
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Differences in tactics we may find, but his fundamental 
beliefs remained the same throughout his life. 

Still Ledru-Rollin had many faults. He could present 
ideas clearly, but he rarely presented facts plainly. That he 
could give an explicit narrative was shown by his account 
of the Moulins outrage. But usually he preferred to in- 
dulge in vague diatribes and hazy indications instead of in a 
simple exposition of the facts. In his pamphlet on June 
13 he weakened his effect considerably by adopting this 
method. In the matter of arrangement he was not adept. 
Too often his lively temperament caused him to pass be- 
yond his subject, and then he was forced to return to it in 
order to mention a forgotten argument. From this, re- 
sult many useless repetitions. He also lacked the power 
of conciseness; most of his speeches would be improved 
by being reduced to half their length. His command of 
humor was slight. His nearest approach consisted of 
irony and of bitter, short replies to interruptors. But it 
must be remembered that most of his contemporaries had 
the same failing. He was egocentric; this was revealed 
clearly in his speeches. Usually the result was effective, 
but at times, as in his attack on Cavaignac on November 
25, 1848, he weakened his oration by this tendency. 

Certain minor characteristics of style should be noted. 
He had an effective habit, most irritating to his opponents, 
especially to chameleon Barrot, of quoting their own earlier 
words against themselves. Unfortunately for them they 
could not return the complement. Ledru's speeches were 
filled with certain phrases : en effet, par hasard, encore un 
coup, j'en suis convaincu, je ne saurais trop repeter, per- 
mettes-moi de vous le dire. He was overf ond of appealing 
to the consciences of the deputies. The form of rhetorical 
question was a favorite with him. 

We can notice various styles employed by Ledru in ad- 
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universal suffrage; after 1849 during the period of exile he 
gave more prominence to the referendum. Here was the 
chief 'change in his ideas. Up to 1848 he considered the 
will of the people as the supreme arbiter : later he declared 
that there were certain rights superior even to the popular 
will. This was a revival of the the old, old theory of 
natural rights, a favorite theory with Rousseau. In financial 
matters Cambon was largely Ledru's master; from him he 
received the ideas of assignats and of the refusal of a salary 
to the clergy. But his f tmdamental beliefs were those that 
are steadily gaining ground today ; taxation of luxuries, not 
necessities ; a progressive and proportional income tax. It 
was with Cambon rather than with Robespierre that he sided 
on religious matters, for he advocated a complete separation 
of church and state. On education he accepted the prin- 
ciples of the Convention, of Lakanal and Robesjnerre : free, 
universal, secular, state education. 

In foreign affairs Ledru combined the intense patriotism 
and the idealistic internationalism of the first republic He 
was as touchy on French honor as any general, as proud of 
France as any chauvinist. For him France was the foun- 
tain-head of republicanism, bound to conquer the world by 
her ideas. Unlike the Girondins, he did not advocate an 
offensive war with arms to spread these principles; that 
was unnecessary. He advocated a defensive warfare of all 
the European democracies, headed by France, against the 
Holy Alliance of reactionary monarchs. From this war 
he hoped to see emerge a United States of Europe, a sort of 
League of Nations. Of foreign coimtries there was one 
that he abused until he learned by a long residence to know 
it, namely England; there was another for which he al- 
ways expressed the greatest admiration although he did not 
reveal profound knowledge of it, namely the United States. 

In judicial matters his two chief desires were the abolition 
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16 might become a riot, he took measures to prevent it 
The movement of May 1 5 and of June he helped suppress. 
Later, when he saw the Bonaportists and the reactionaries 
trying to undermine the republic, he insisted on the right of 
revolution as a final weapon in the hands of the people, but 
he desired to use every peaceable means first. Even on June 
13 he would have preferred not to come to blows. Under 
the empire he took no part in conspiracies ; he felt confident 
that the mere force of pacific opposition, the emeute of uni- 
versal suffrage, would be sufficient to imdermine the rotten 
structure of a reactionary government. 

Ledru-RoUin was not a great party leader. He was too 
easily swayed by his companions. He was too confident of 
an ultimate victory for his cause, and he did not clearly 
enough see the forces of his adversaries. He appealed to 
\ such measures as impeachment for too slight a cause. When 
' j he held the Assembly enthralled and might have obtained a 
vote adverse to the government, he frequently demanded too 
much and antagonized the moderates. The most notable 
J example was on May 11, 1849 when he could have had 
Barrot severely censured and he asked for recognition of the 
Roman republic. But tmder the second republic he showed 
more wisdom than any other of the republican leaders. He 
was an opportimist and a man of comparative moderation. 
He saw clearly that the prime necessity for the true re- 
publicans was the union of all factions against the extreme 
revolutionists and the conservatives. Only one other pro- 
minent statesman saw this also; this was Lamartine. 
(Flocon and Cremieux can ibe considered merely as fol- 
lowers of Ledru and Lamartine.) Unfortunately neither the 
socialist theorists like Louis Blanc nor the timid moderates 
like Marrast would agree to this program. When this imion 
became impossible, Ledru tried another, a union of all 
radicals and sociaUsts on a platform of practicable reforms. 
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16 might become a riot, he took measures to prevent it 
The movement of May 15 and of June he helped suppress. 
Later, when he saw the Bonapartists and the reactionaries 
trying to undcnnine the republic, he insisted on the right of 
revohitioii as a final weaiH>n in the hands of the people, bA 
lie desired to use every i)caceable means Arst. Even on Jme 
13 he would liave preferred not to come to blows. Under 
the empire he took no part in conspiracies; he fdt contideat 
that the mere force of {ificitic o]>i)osition, the cmeute of um* 
vcrsdl suffrage, would Ik: sutTicient to undermine the roRcn 
structure of a reactionary government. 

Ledru-kollin was not a great party leader. He was too 
easily swayed by his companions. lie was too confident of 
an ultimate victory for his cause, and he did not dcftrlj 
enough see the forces of his adversaries. He appealed to 
^ such measures as im|>eachment for too slight a catisc Wben 
.he held the As>embly enthralled and might haL\t obtained a 
vote adverse to the government, he fre(]uently demanded too 
much and antagonized the moderates. The most nocabk 
example was mh May 11. i«^49 when he could have had 
Marroi severely censured and he asked for recognition of the 
Roman re;)u])lic. I'Ut uiuier the second republic he showed 
ni«»re v.-iMU»m than any (»ther of the rq)ublican leaders. He 
was an <»piM>rtunist and a man of com|>arative moderation. 
He saw clearly that the prime necessity lor the tme 
publicans was the uniofi of all factions against the 
revolutioni>is and tlie conservaiivTS. Only one other jwt^ 
minent statesman saw this also; this was Lamartine. 
( Flocon and c'rrmieux can be considered merely as fol- 
lowers of Ixrdru and I^imartine. ) L'nfortuttately neither tht 
xKriali^t tlu-Mri^ts like I^niis lilanc n(»r the timid mc 
like Marra>t wimbl agree ti> this program. When this 
Uvame inn>«»**si!'le. Ixdru irie<l another, a tmion of 
radicals and socialists on a platform of practicable ref 
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Chapter V, Page 81. Subervie to Ledru, March 19, 1848. 

" Mon cher collegue, 

" Vos ennemis sont aussi les miens. On vous travaille, on 
me travaille, parce qu'on sait que nos principes sont les memes. 
J'ai besoin de causer avec vous. J'irai vous trouver demain 
matin; 

" Tout a vous, General Subervie." ^ 

Chapter V, Page 82. Jacques Cavaig^ac to Ledru, March 
7. 1848. 

" Voici, Monsieur, le nom de Tenfant dont je vous ai parle 
avant-hier: Charles Victor Peter, age de sept ans et quelques 
mois. Fils d'ouvrier, ce qui lui convient le mieux c'est 
I'education qui le mettra en mesure de gagner sa vie, d'avoir 
son pain au bout de ses doigts, ce que le temps 6u nous vivons 
doit nous faire apprecier plus que jamais. 

" Vous m'assurez de la nomination au ministere de mon fils, 
dont chacun me parlait hier; j'avais besoin de me rappder 
notre conversation. J'ai d'ailleurs, maintenant, la conviction 
que mon fils refuserait. Le nommer ministre ne serait done 
que le renvoyer comme gouvemeur. 

" Vous m'interdisez les remerciements, Monsieur, sans 
m'interdire les obligations de la reconnaissance. Croyez que 
personne ne songe plus que moi au fardeau dont vous devez 
etre ecrase, et n'est pourtant plus rassure en vous le voyant 
porter. 

" Veuillez croire aussi a tous mes sentiments, J. Cavaignac. 

" Je cherche sans les trouver ces pauvres gens auxquels mon 
fils s'interessait, et dont vous m'avez parle." ^ 

Chapter IX, Page 141. Taschereau to Ledru, undated but 
probably March, 1848. 

" Mon cher ami, 

^LR Papers 1:212. 
•LR Papers 1:201. 
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justice. J'en conclus que tu n'as pas ecrit a Favre ou que tu 
as change d'avis. 

" Permettez-moi de te le dire, mon vieux camarade, je serais 
desole que tu prisses ce dernier parti. Tu dois, si on t'accepte 
sur le pied d'egalite, entrer au pouvoir et y porter ton drapeau, 
ta signification. Refuser, c'est declarer la guerre, et declarer la 
guerre, c'est t'insurger contre le principe avant qu'on Tait 
meconnu et viole et precisement au moment 6u on te convie a 
participer a son application, a concourir a nous donner les 
consequences. II faut etre net et logique. Si M. de Lamartine 
et toi f ormez les elements du pouvoir nouveau, tout est sauve, 
tout pour Tete au moins. Ceci dit, il faut que M. de Lamartine 
pese de son poids sur la chambre et determine son choix. Toi, 
il faut que le peuple sache de suite cette alliance et qu'ainsi 
les defiances soient desarmees, au moins celles des hommes 
honnetes et devoues qui craignent pour le salut de la cause du 
peuple et qui croient en toi qui les represente. Quant aux 
autres, ils peuvent bien prendre ton nom pour pretexte. Mais 
ils ne veulent de toi ni des autres ; il ne veulent que d'eux et 
leur sanglante dictature. 

"J'ajoute que si, ce qu'a Dieu ne plaise, oela n'etait pas 
compris par la chambre et qu'elle n'acceptait pas cette com. 
binaison, tu rentrerais dans Topposition, mais alors encore je 
n'accepte que Topposition avec ses moyens r^uliers, sa presse, 
ses societes f onctionnant r^[ulierement et pesant sur la chambre 
de toute Tautorite morale de la raison. Quant a un autre genre 
d'opposition, celle armee et mena^ante, meme en ce cas, je ne 
Tadmets pas ; je ne Tadmets que si la chambre veut renverser 
la forme ripublicaine. C'est un droit que je ne lui recoonais 
pas; le people lui-meme tout entier n'a pas ce droit. II ne 
peut pas plus ne pas etre republicain qu'on n'a le droit de 
renoncer a sa liberte individuelle. 

"A toi. A demain matin, Landrin." ^ 

* LR Papers i : 217. 
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Seine Inferieure a envoyer de suite sur Paris toutes les troupes 
de la Garde Nationale et la ligne dont il pourra disposer. 
Ledru-Rollin, Gamier-Pages, Lamartine, Marie. Requerez le 
chemin de f er pour transporter les troupes." ^ 

Chapter XV, Page 219. Carton (?) to Ledru, August 6, 
1848. 

Mon cher Ledru, 

Je viens seulement de lire le rapport de M. Bauchart et 
votre discours; je me suis toujours tenu a distance de la vie 
politique, mais je ne puis en ce moment resister au desir de vous 
feliciter. J'ai retrouve dans vos paroles chaleureuses cette 
sincerite et cette elevation de sentiment que depuis si long- 
temps m'ont attache a vous, elles suffirant aux gens de coeur 
pour justifier, s41 en etait besoin, la purete de vos intentions 
et de votre conduite. A mes yeux le proces que vous fait la 
commission est juge. 

" Je ne me serais pas permis de m'entretenir d'une emotion 
qui, bienque profonde en moi, a peu d'importance comme 
element de Topinion publique, si je n'avais trouve chez mes 
amis, anciens conservateurs comme moi, les sentiments que 
j'ai moi-meme eprouves. 

" Ce petit temoignage de sympathie vraie vous sera peut- 
etre de quelque douceur au milieu des amertumes de la vie 
publique. 

" Tout a vous de bien, A. Carton." ^ 

Chapter XV, Page 224. Marrast to Creton, August 20, 1848. 

" Le president de TAssemblee Nationale a Thonneur de pre- 
venir son honorable coUegue, M. Creton, que s'il persiste a 
vouloir adresser des interpellations au ministre des finances, il 
aura la parole immediamment apres la lecture du proces- 
verbal." » 

* Lille Library Ms. 985, No. 683. 

* LR Papers i : 244. 

* LR Papers i : 227. 
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avoir trahi la cause de la nationalite italieime en lan^ant 
Tanatheme sur la guerre de Tindependance s'etait enfui de 
Rome. II pourra bien y rentrer dans les f ourgons de Tetranger, 
comme les Bourbons rentrerent en France, mais il n'aura 
d'autre destin que celui des Bourbons. La haine et le mepris 
des Romains peseront toujours sur le pontif catholique qui 
s'est adresse a tous les rois de la terre, meme a la Prusse 
schismatique et a TAngleterre protestante, pour reconquerir 
a main armee au prix du sang un trone de vanite. 

" Les democrates f ranqais devaient protester contre Tacte de 
violence liberticide qui va se consommer sur les bords du 
Tibre. Les representants de la Montague ont decide qu'ils 
donneraient aux Italiens un temoignage de leur vive sympathie 
en formant un comite specialement charge des interets de 
rindependance italienne et dont feront toujours partie deux 
des patriotes ici presents a Paris. 

" Ce comit6 est compose des Citoyens Lamennais, Ledru- 
RoUin, Baune, Felix Pyat, et Victor Schoelcher. II vient de se 
constituer en nommant pour president le Cit. Lamennais et 
pour secretaire le Cit. V. Schoelcher. II a pour but Taffran- 
chissement de la peninsule entiere, pour devise : solidarity entre 
la republique f rangaise et la republique italienne." ^ 

^ Schoelcher Papers 2 : 172-4. 
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Cuvillicr-Fleury: Portraits politiques et r^volutionnaires. Paris, i^. 

Levy. 

Portrays Ledru as influenced alternately by Regnault andf Ddvau. 

Favre, Jules : Conferences et Melanges. Paris, i88o» Hetrcl. 

Lau<iatory, filled with extracts from speeches; no first-hand in- 
formation. 
Gallois, Napoleon : Vie politique de Lcdru-RoUin. Paris, 1S90. Dutertrc 
(Wash.). 

Extremely laudatory. Ends wiA June 13, 1849. FiUed with ex- 
tracts from speeches; little original material. Believes that Ledru 
was not sufficiently revolutionary. 
Hartmann, Georges: Ledru-iRollin. In La Citi 4: 3-10 (BN). 

Best account for period of childhood and youth. 
Ledru^ollin, Henriette: Introduction to Discours politiques. 

Brief and naturally laudatory. 
Mirecourt, Eugene de : Lcs Contemporains No. 84 : Ledru-Rollin. Paris, 
1853, Mirecourt (Society Library, New York). 

Absolutely false impressions and numerous false facts. Only 
value is as a collection of calumnies. 
Quentin-Bauchart, Pierre: Silhouettes de 1848: Ledru-Rollin. In Nou- 
velle Revue 16: SU'54^ 
Conservative but fair. Too brief to have great value. 

Ulbach, Louis: Nos Contemporains No. 6: Ledru-Rollin. Paris, 1869 
(BN). 

Highly eulogistic. Lacks balance. Contains interview with min- 
ister of the interior. 
Vermorel, A.: Les Hommes de 1848 (pp. 146-185). Paris, 1869^ Allo- 
nier (Wash.). 
Fair, full of quotations. 
Gaulois, February 28, 1874 (BN). 

Interview with Ledru, elaborated if not false. 

Caiman, Alvin: Ledru-Rollin apres 1848. Paris, 1921, Rieder. 
Only full account of life after June 13, 1841QL 

L6vy-Guenot, Roger: 

We hope to see appear soon a book on the life of Ledru-Rollin 
up to March 5, 1648. The erudite part on the banquet campaign of 
1847 has already been published in the RivoluHon de 1S4S, 16 : 17- 
28, 58-75. 

Various unimportant articles, two anonymous, others by Audebrand, 
Blind, Breynat, Merzer, Pressense. Also articles by C. 'E*, Bourget, 
Delvau, Loudun, Montepin and Calonne, Normand (BN). Another 
by Lorand (Bibliotheque Royale, Brussels). Another by Holyoake 
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Cuvillicr-I*'lcury : Portraits t><^li^i*iu<>'^ •■'* rcvolutionnaircs. Paris* 1859, 
Levy. 

Portrays Lcdru as influenced alternately by RcKnauIt and DelTaa. 

Favre, Jules: i'cmftfrtiiccs ct Melanges. Paris, 1880. Iletzcl. 

Laudatory, tilled with extracts from speeches: no tirst-hasd in- 
formation. 
Gallc'is. Na|M)Ieim: Vic politique de Ledru-Rollin. P^ris. 185CK Dotertrc 
(Wash J. 

Kxtremely laudatory. Knds with June 13. ifiLiQ. Filled with tx- 
tract.s from speeches; little oriffinal material. Believes that Lcdrv 
was not cuiTicit-ntly rcvolutioiur}-. 

Ilartmann. GcorKcs : Ledru^KolIin. In La CiU 4: yio (BNj. 
Hcst account fur period of chiMhood and youth. 

l^ilrU'Kollin. Mcnricttc: Introiluctiun to Discours politiqucs. 
Brief and naturally laudatory. 

Mircci'urt. Kuf^rnc dc: Les Contcmporains No. &L4: Ledni-RolUa. Pkrii^ 
185.^ .Minxourt (Society Library. New York). 

Ab>iiiuivly fahe impressions and numerous false facta. OtJtf 
value is as a collection of calumnies. 

Qucntin-Bauchart. Pierre: Silhouettes dc 1848: Ledni-Rollin. la .V«m- 
xrlU Hci^e 16: 514-540. 
Cm!icr\ati\e Imt f:ur. Too hrief to have great value. 

Ulbach. Loui»: Nos Contcmporains No. 6: Ledni-Rdlin. 

HiK'hly eulogistic. I^ick^ balance, drntains interview 
i^tvr of thr interior. 
Verm^rrl. A.- Ijcs Ilommes de 1H48 (pp. 146-185). Paris, i86gL AO^ 
nier « Wa^h.i. 

K.-iir. ful! of quotations. 
il.zu' ■'.< !".!.ri:.,ry jS 1R74 iBN'». 

I::'tr\:»A wirli I-*-i'.rii. claU^ratcd if not false. 
C;i''*:.iv. \'-.:!. fi-Ini K.-Vin a;Tr- 1H4H. Paris. i€)ji. Rieder. 

'>n;y full account of life after June 13, i&iql 
Levy-r;i:rn'"'f. Rc^srr : 

We h<^\v tr» see appear «<v^n a book on the life of Lcdra-RoSi 
i:r> \^ March 5. \K^. Thr r-ru'l-tr jtart on the haoqnct caaya^ of 
iS^r ha- a^roaly U-cfi pub*i*hed in the RH\>lut%on dt tS^B, •(: 17- 
j>P =X-7V 

Vari UN unin-i»«>rt.int article*, two a:inn>TnouA. others fay / 
r*i:'.i! Bri>i:at. Nfir/i-r. rri^^cnsr. \!*o articles by C Ei, 
T\:. -.u T .-^ij.i.jn. \'..rvp;''. an! ral.^rre. Normand (BN). 
by Iy'r.-intl ( Bib^i4Kh(*que R- ya!r. Briift-eU). Another fay 
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PART U. OTHER MATERIAL 

(A> OnoAL AND SEMi-OrnciAL DocuMBim, nc 

Monitcur Vnivcrsel 

The official newspaper of the gnvernmcfit, containing 
tary debates, reports of parliamentary commiuions, lawt, 
political trials, and official versions of news. 

Compte rendu des Seances de TAssemblee Nattonalc. Paris, iftiQi la- 

primeric Natioiiale. 

Compte rendu dcs Seances de TAssemhlee Legislative. Paris. i8«gL 
Pankoucke. 

Qucntin-Hauchart. Alexandre: Rapport de la Commission d'l 
r Insurrection qui a cclatce dans la Joumcc du 23 Jnin ct 
Kvenements du 15 Mai 1K4AL Paris. 1848L Henry. 
See Chapter XV. 

Affaire <!u i.^ Juin ift4<A Scant a Versailles; Complot. Attentat. 

Volume ( contains the preliminary depositions; volmne a. iIk 
stenoKraphic re(iort of the trial as found in the Momiifmr; vohMK 
3. the fli)cuments seized. The first two volumes can be fooad only 
at the French ministry of justice; the invaluable third vi 
be located nowhere. 

Anderson. Frank: Constitutions and «ither selected Documents 
tiw of the History of France. .Minneapolis. 1906^ Wilson. 

Bulletins dc la Repuhliquc. F*aris. 1^18. itureau Central (BN). 
Sec Chapter IX. 

French Rcvniution cf 184^^. 

A collrrtiftn '»f new>papers, broadsides, and p>^iHiIar 
CoIiiTT'.bia I 'ni versify Library. Similar and more complete 
timis may W found HN and VP. 

Murailles Rt-\i#luti 'nnaircs. EtJite'l by .^. Itelvau. Paris. 1868. 

Cul-tcti-n '.^f rc\i>!i:tiiinary placards. 

.•\fr.chcN R'■u^rc$ : Curi..*itis Rv. ulutionnaires. Ivlited by Bernard. 
185 1. Ciraud and Gc»n'ea. 
Similar tn .Uur.:j;.V.f AV: '.'Mfi >»:rMi>,'.c but not as complete 

Vie de Pari>. Annual c-ditci! !•>• r.-4>scrieu. Paris. l8g8-i^i. 

<"o!lict:on K'i mi'><.i;'ar'.«..u* i.ic:^ dcilin^c with Paris ptasl 
present. 

Saulcry L. F. S. C. Snuvrnir« nun.i^rr.ati'jurs de la Re\o!uti«^ de t8A 
Pari*. iK^ii. Rui%«c:ii! 
Rr;':!c;is -f mri!^!^ m.-tdc in 184?*. 
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Sand. George : Letters. London. i885. Ward and Downey. 

Sezc. Aurelian de: La Journee du 13 Juin. In RHolution d€ iS4i, »: 

IQ'JJ. 

Ix'Kitimist standpoint. 

Stern, Daniel: Ixrttres repuhlicaines. Paris, 1848, Proux. 

Brief. di>cur.sive. declamator>'. fair-minded, philotophicaL 

(D) DiARiE.<; AND McMons 

.\charcl. Amadec: Souvenirs personnels d'Emeutes ct dc Re%olisiiom. 

Paris. 187-?. U-vy (PL). 

Adam. Juliette: Roman de mon Rnfance ct de ma JeuneucL Ptfik 

IQ02. Lemerre. 

Alison. Sir A. : Some Account of my Life and Writings. Edmbon^ 
1883, Ulackwuod. 

Alton-Shce. Comte d' : Souvenirs dc 1847 ct dc 184& Pari*. 187^ Dney- 

fuus (IICL). 

Ambi-s. Haron: Intimate Memoirs of Napoleon IIL Lon<loii, 191J!. ftal 

(PL). 

Harrot. CM. ( )(iilon : Momoires Ptisthumes. Paris, 1874-6. 

ivxtremely cold, unfair, tortuous, conceited, dry account bf 
cal a(I\crsary of Ixdru. Killed with extracts from spcccho. Al- 
ways c'^>n>idered himself ri^lit and never admitted that far had 
committed a mistake. Many untrue rumors wilfully stated at 
f.'icts ; many f.icts flistorted. An apologia pro x^ta sua badly 

CiMeliane, Cnmte de : Journal. Paris. iSi^5-7. Plon-Nourrit. 

React i< /nary ^rneral. usiually sen>ible but somctiraeft aboard. 
chictlv uiih militarv life. 

C.iUN?iditTi-. Nfarc Mt-mi-irs. I-ondon. 1S48. Heniley. 

Fairly rtiiable. miwferately p.irttal memoirs by prefect of 

Circourt. A<I 'lAw dr Souvmirs .I'une Mission a Berlin. ParH^ 
Picard. 
I'i'H^iTVativi- difilr.mat. friend of I^martinc. 

(.'■•Tumi^^airr. SlHiHTJcn: Miriiiirrs rt Snuirnirs. Lyons, ll 
< Wji'^h I. 
r)i^.ip:'"»ir.tinffly litt!c ^n I.r«;i«!ati\r .\s&en:bly by 
Ih: Tamp Mnximc S u.tv.ir- .!•• !*\nncc IJ^. Paris. 187^ 

vTiii rly r'.:!:!ary rx;«<r,i ^.cr^ fif c«in'>i-r\ative. 
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Oicnu, Adolphc: Lcs Conspirateurs. Paris, i?SO, Gamier. 

One of several pamphlets by unmasked police spy. Unreliable, 
malicious, probably to a large extent invented. 
Considcrant, Victor : Joumee du 13 Juin. Paris, 1849^ L^vy. 

.Moderately clear apology for fiasco by one of its leaders. More 
rhetoric than facts. 
Corkran, J. F.: History of the National Constituent Assembly. New 
York, 1849, Harper. 

Rather superficial, fairly unbiased, but with conservative ten- 
dency. Thinks Ledru was a bluflPer. 
Darimon, Alfred: A travers une Revolution. Paris, 188I4, Dentu, 

Largely a biography of Proudhon. 
Delord, Taxile: Histoire du Second Empire. Paris, 1875, Germer- 

Bailliere. 
Delvau, Alfred: Histoire de la iRi6volution de Fevrier. Paris, 1850, 
Gamier. 

Poor partisan account by Ledru's private secretary. More dis- 
cussion than history. Socialist and Blanquist who worships Ledru 
but thinks he was not sufficiently revolutionary. Diffuse and philo- 
sophical but not deep. Poor style. 

Drevet, Pere : Myst^res de THotel de Vilne. Paris, i8go, Gamier. 

Account by radical. Disliked Gamier «Pagb but liked Ledru and 
Lamartine. 

Faure, Philippe: Joumal d'un Combattant de F6vrier. Jersey, 1859, Le 
Feuvre (BN). 

Fonvielle, Wilfred de: Banquet des Ecoles. In Nouvelle Revue no: 

470-4^. 
Le 13 Juin 1849. In Revolution de 1848, 8: 459- 

475. 
One of the minor radical leaders. 

Forster, K. : DuRoyaume a TEmpire. Paris, 1854, FirminwDidot (PL). 

Foster, G. G., and English, T. D.: The French Revolution of 1848. 
Philadelphia, 1848, Ziebcr (PL). 

(rallois, Leonard: Histoire de la 'R6voluti(Mi de 18481 Paris, 1849-50, 
Naud (BN). 
Fair-minded radical ; admires Ledru. Wholly secondary materiaL 

Gamier-Pages, Louis-Aiitoine : Histoire de la Revolution de 1848. Paris, 
1864-1872, Pagnerre (Volumes 9-1 1 in HCL). 

Remarkably impartial though it naturally over-emphasizes his 
own part. Best source on meetings of the provisional government, 
less full on those of the executive ccunmission. Most detailed of 
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Leroux, Pierre: La Greve de Samarez. Paris, 1866^ Dentu. (In Sor- 
bonne Library.) 

Longepied and Laugier: Comit^ Revolutionnaire; Club des Qubs. 
Paris, 1850, Gamier (BN). 

Declamatory recital by two prominent members of the Qub des 
Clubs, enunciating evolutionary and radical doctrines. 

Lucas, Alphonse : Les Clubs et les Qubbistes. Paris, 185 1, Dentu. 

Descriptive list of clubs. Strong reactionary tries to be fair bat 
remains unreliable. 

Marx, Karl: Dix-huit Brumaire. Paris, 1900, Schleidier. 

Opinions of great socialist on Louis Napoleon, liis friends, and 
his enemies. 

Menand, Louis: Prologue d^une Revolution. Paris, 1849, Librairie dn 
Peuple. 
A Montagnard defends Caussidiere. 

Mill, John Stuart : Vindication of the French Revolution of February, 
1848. In his Works 2 : 335-410. London, 1859, Parker. 

Brilliant defense of the revolution. Annihilates Broufl^bam's 
flimsy tirade. 

Nougarede de Fayet, Auguste : La V6rit6 sur la iR^volutioa de F^vrier 
1848. Paris, 1850, Amyot (HCL). 
Fair-minded account, details on February Days. 

Ollivier, Emile : L'Empire liberal. Paris, 1897, Gamier. 

Volumes i and 2 of this apologia pro vita sua deal with die 
second republic. 

Pouillet, Qaude : La Conservatoire des Arts et M^ers pendant la Joor- 
nee du 13 Juin 1849. Paris, 1849, Gamier (BN). 

Invaluable account by director of the conservatory. Gives facts 
in small compass followed by long defense of his own conduct 

Pyat, Felix: Lettres d'un Proscrit. Paris, 1851, Magen. 

Regnault, Elias: Histoire du Gouvemement provisoire. Paris, i^SO^ 
Lecou. 

Fair-minded accotmt by Ledru's chief of cabinet Chief fault it 
tendency to see plots where none existed. After Stem best oontem* 
porary accotmt. 

Robin, Charles : Hisoire de la (R6volution f ran^aise de 1848. Paris, z8^ 
Penaud (BN). 

Good republican account, chiefly secondary, detailed on February 
Days. 
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Chena Adolphc: Les Conspiratcurs. Paris. 1850. Garnicr. 

(>iiv of several pamphlets by unmasked police spy. Uardiablc 
maliciiius. probably to a large extent invented. 

Coiisifk-rant. X'icior : Joumce du 13 Juin. Parts, 184^ Levy. 

M.xlcrately clear apolofry for fiasco by one of its leaden. More 
rhetoric than facts. 
Corkran. J. F. : >Iistory of the National Constituent Assembly. Ncv 
York. 1K4Q. Harper. 

R;ithcr superficial, fairly unbiased, but with OQiUcnr alive Ml* 
flc::cy. Thinks l^dru was a bluffer. 
Oarimon. .Alfred: A travcrs une Revolution. Paris, 18B4, Detto. 
Largely a biography of Proudhon. 

Delord. Taxile: ilistnire du Second Empire. Paris, iQts 
Bailliere. 

Delvau. .\lfrcd: llistoire de la RevDlutioa de Fe\Tier. Piuift. 
Gamier. 

Pi>or partisan acct.»unt by Lcilru's private secretary. Mon 
cussitMi than history. Sucialist and Blanquist who worship Letfn 
but think-s he was not butlicicntly revolutionary. Diffuse an4 pltfl» 
sophical but not deep. Poor style. 

Drevft. Perc: Mysteres <k I'Motel dc Vilne. Paris. 18901 Gamkr. 

Acc^'unt by radical. I>islikcd Garnier-Pages but liked Ledm aai 

Ionian inc. 

I-'aure. I'hilip(^; Jnumal d'un Comliattant de Fevrier. Jersey, iBjOi Lr 

Feuvre ( HN ». 

Kiinviellc. \ViIfrc<i dr - Banquet ties KcdIcs. In .VMfCv/fr Rtvme lio: 

4?t>-4«7. 
I^ ijt juin iKiQ. In Rholution dt ii4t,B 4S^ 

475 
Ore of the minor radical leaders. 

Fnr^Ttr. K I Mi Roy.iiinie j I'Kmpire. Paris. 18^4. Firmin-Didoi (PL) 

roNirr. r. r, . ;in.| i-nk-ii-h. T. D. . The French Re«-oltitiaa of 

I'hi:a !e!;>h:a. I.S4S. Zicliir f PL;. 

<ia!lniK. I.r..nar>i HtNt'-ire rlc la Re\o!ution ^c 1K1& Pari^ 
\;»u,l I UN \. 

\'\iir-Tr.iv.*\vi\ raMici! ; aiirrirrs Ix-Jru. Wholly secondary 
<ikrn:iT l'.i;:i'.. ! . iii*. \nt> irte !!i*t- :rc •> la Revolution de I&A 
iS'4 I'^^r-? PuKTurre (Vi.Iume* 'Mi in IICL). 

KrnurkaMy iTjartia! thi^fsh it naturally ore 
i'»n I ,irr Hr^t ^i^rce o;: nwetirff* of the provisional 
le>> full 1^ thi»»e of the exccuti\e commission. MoM 
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Leroux. Pierre : La Greve dc Samarez. Paris, 1866. Dentn. \ la 

bonne Library. > 
Longcpied and Laugicr: Comite Rc\'oluuonnaire ; Qab dct QoU. 

I'aris. 1850. Gamier <BN>. 
iHrclamatury rrcital by two prominent members of the Qnb da 

Clubs, enunciating f\ olutionar>' and radical doctrines. 

Lucas. AIphon!»c: Les Oubs ct les Gubbistes. Paris, 1851. Drstv. 

IX'scrxptive 1i»t of clubs. Strong reactionary tries to be fair Ifll 
remains unreliable. 

Nfarx. Karl: IHx-huit Rrumaire. Paris, igoo. Schleicher. 

Opiniun^ of ^cail socialist on Louis Napoleon, his friends, aad 
his enemies. 

Memoifl. Ixiui^: !*roIt.Fgue «i*une Rc\olution. Paris. 1K4OL Librvrie ^ 
Peuple. 
A Montagnard defends Causstdiere. 

Mill. John Stuart : N'lndication of the i->ench Revolution of 
liK^. In liN \V«irks j: 335-410. Ltmdon. iHvk Parker. 
Rri!li.i:it dt'fcn%e of the revolution. Annihilates 
flimsy tirade. 

Nougarcdi* de Fayet. .'Nuguste: I^ Vcrite sur la RevolutioB de F^ 
iSl|8. Paris. 1S50. .\myoi (HCL). 
Fair-mir.ricd account, details on Februar>* Uajrs. 

Ollivicr. Tinilc: L'Empire liberal. Paris. i8q7. Gamier. 

\'c!umcb I and 2 of this apologia pro I'ita i«a deml 
^cc-'iii! rci'ul.Iic. 

PouiI!ct. Claude: I^ C<.^servato:re drs .\rts e! Metiers pendant U J< 

r.ir -'m \x Juiri i^^y P:.ri«. :S4r>. Oarnicr (BN). 

Ir.\a!i:.iS!c :icc->unt hy «lircct<>r •>! the conservatory. Gives 
in *>n:u!! C' r:-.;>asN followed by Ii<ig defense of his own c o od iK l 

Pjat. Fi!ix. I.cttrcs *!*i:n Pro>crit. Pari*. XH51. Magcsi. 

Kivnauit. F.iias Mintf-ire du 'iouvemement provisoire. Paris. 
Lecou. 

Fair*!r.in'!eJ acc-ur:t by I^edru's chief of cabinet. Chief ii 
i*n'irr.cy t«« *ee ;•! t* where none existed. After Stern best 
p Tary account. 

R'lir: ^>.arlts Hi^«i:rr dr !a Kc\i':ui: n frar.caise de I&iR Pan^ ll 
Per.au.! «HNi. 
<'i'««l republican acLour::. rhieVy scc«'r.»!ar>. detailei] 

:>av<. 
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Chenu, Adolphc: Les Conspirateurs. Paris. 1Q91. Garaier. 

<>iif of >cviTal pamphlets by unmasked police spy. L'srciiafaic 
mnliciou!.. prol>ably to a large extent invented 

Consi<kTant. Victor: Ji>urnce du 13 Juin. Paris, i&ig^ lji\y. 

Moderately clear apology for fiaiKo by one of its leaden. More 
rhetoric than facts. 
Corkran. J. F. : History of the National Constituent Assembly. Nc« 
York. 1849, Harper. 

Rather bupcrt'icial. fairly unbiased* but with 
(le:xv. Thinks Lc<Iru was a bluffer. 

Darimon. Alfred: A travers une Revolution. Paris, il 
Largely a biography of I'roudhon. 

Delurd. Taxilc : Histoirc du Second Ifjnpire. Paris, 187$. Gemff- 

Hailliere. 

Delvau. Alfred: Histoire de la Revolutioa de Fe\-rief. Pkris, iS;! 
Gamier. 

Poor partisan account by Ledru'> private secretary. Mart 
cuss ion than history. Sfxialist and Hlanquist who wonhip* Lrdra 
but thinks he was not sufficiently revolutionary. Diffuse 
sophical but not deep. Poor style. 

Drevrt. Pere : Mysteres <k rHiitel de Vilne. Paris. l49X 

Accdunt by radical. I>isliked Gamier-Pages but liked Lcdru 

I ^marline. 

I-'aure. Philipfie : Joumal d'un Comljattant de Fcvrier. Jersey, iflggi I^ 

Feu V re ( BN ). 

K.»n\ie!!c. Wilfred de: Banquet dcs Kci*!es. In Xotn'fllr Rttme 1 10: 

470-487. 
I^ I J Juin iKig. In Rh-oluiiom dt s84t,B 4S^ 

475. 
* >ne of the minor radical leaders. 

Fiir-r*-. K I hi Riiy.iume a I'Fnipirc. Pari.«, 1854. Rrmin-Didol (P1-) 

Fn^trr. C-. G. am! i nk'ii-h T I ►. The French Revolatiou of iSA 

rhi::i :e!;'hi.-i. I.S4S. ZieNr (PLi. 

tlallm-. !-e-r:ar«! Hist* ire de !a Krwilution de i&iA. Puis. 

\.4U.l I B\ ». 

I'air-mindet! ra '.ic.i! . .I'lr-irrN I^Jru. Wholly secondary 
<fani:tr P.iL'f I • ui*"- Vnt- im- !ii*t' :rr ile la Resolution de SSA 
rJ*4 :>*7'?. PakT.trre iV..:ume* '^-ii in HQ-V 

Ki T'ark.iMy ir"jiarti.ii thiiugh it naturally orer* 
«»un I ,irr WvX >.'»urcr •»:•. TT'.rftr^ff* of the provisional 
le«H full ..fi thrive of the executiir r ^nmission. Mort dcllAid flf 
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Poumies de la Siboutie. Dr.: Souvenirs. Paris. iQifll Ploo (PL). 
Prejudiced partisan of Guizot gives little infornutJoa. 

Quentin-Bauchart, Alexandre: Etudes et Soovenirs tor U Deasiter 
Republique ct le Second Empire. Paris, 1901. Ploo-Noorrit ( WmIl). 
Extreme conservative deputy, but usually fair. Admirci lev 
people except himself; admires neither Ledru nor Barrot. 

Ranc, Arthur : Souvenirs, G>rrcspandence. Paris, iplj, Corotiy. 

St Ferreol. Amadee : ^!es Memoires. Brioude. 1887-18M Chanvcl ( BK). 

l^es Proscrits en Belgiquc. Brussels, i§^ !!< 
quart OiCL). 
Montagnard gives little information prior to June ij, 184^ 

Sand, George: Souvenirs de 184R. Paris. 1882, Calmann-LeTy (PI«>. 
Retlcctive rather than historical. 

Sarcey, Francisque : Journal de Jeunesse. Paris. 1903, BiUiaihrqat d 

.\nnales i Wash.). 

Scheurer-Kestner, A. : Souvenirs de ma Jeunesse. Paris* 1905^ 
tier C Wash. ). 

Senior. Nassau William: Journals kept in France and Itmly. 
1871, King. 
G>nservative whig; writes light but not superficial 

Tocqueville. .Alexandre de: Souvenirs. Paris, 1893, 
Bitterly satirical, brilliant. self-oonfidenL 

Veron. L. : Memoires d'un Mourgeois de Paris. Paris. 1853-5. 
Unfair supporter of Thiers. 

Vielcastel. Comte Horace de : Memoires 185 1- 1864. Berne. lOflb l, HaDtf. 

Malicious, slanderr>us gossip. 

( E ) Hi mxju u by Contcm rotAUis 

Anonymous: JfUrnecs illustrecs de la Revolution de l8|flL 
IMon \VLk 
IVtAilrd. colorless account to accompany illustrationib 

.Anonymous: I^ RiMiuan'^-tfUt cii 1S48. Mouscron. 184& 

Very prejudiceil against the aff.iir. superAcial. em: 
trg trial. 

AraiCo. ! riir.p.o I.r*. r.'>rc* vn :^. Tariv. iSf-7. IVntu iBX). 
I'rr^oru! acC'-unt rrl.Mint; a!riii«i Mtlrlv td his own 




Arc.iy. .1 "tj-h -fc ■ Iri!i*cri*ti n^ rontcmpf-raines. Paris^ 1884 
Uvv jVPi. 
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Sand. Geor(;c : Letters. Lcifidon. 18%. Ward and Downe>'. 

Size. Aurclian de: La Journee du 13 Juin. In Rholmtion d€ t94i. lo: 

19-JJ. 
IjrL;itinii^t standpoint. 

Stern. IXiniel : I-ettros republicaines. Paris, 1A4& Prouz. 

lirief. di!»cur>ivc. dcclaniator>', fair-minded. philosofibicaL 

(D) DXAKIES .\ND MeMOIBS 

Achard. Amadve : Souwrirs i>er!ionncls d'Emeutes et dc Rc^olatioM. 
Paris. i87.>. I^vy i PL). 

Adam. Juliette: Roman dc mon Enfance et de ma Jcunesse. Parifti 
1902. Lcmcrrc. 

Alison. Sir A. : Some Account of my Life and Writingi. EdinboriA 
1883, HlackwiKxi. 

Alton-Shcv. Comtc d': Souvenirs de 1847 ct de 1&48L ParU, ifl^ Dr^- 

fous ( ilCL). 

Ambi-s. HarL>:i: Intimate Memoirs of Napoleon IIL London, 19IJI, ftiri 
M'L). 

iSarrot. C. il. Oililon: Memoircs Posthumes. Paris. l974-6. 

Rxtremely cold, unfair, tortuous, conceited, dry account hf 
cal ail\cr>arv of Ix-dru. Killed with extracts frcmi spredtta. AI- 
ways considered himself ri^ht and never admitted that be hai 
committed a mistake. Nfany untrue rumors wilfully stated as 
facts : many facts distorted. .-\n apologia pro xita HM badly 

Ca^tellane. C'nmte <!e: Journal, i'aris iHi>s-7, Plon-Nourrh. 

Ki-acti^'nary ^'(.'neral. u»u.'i]!y sensible but sometimes absard. 
chictly with military lite. 

Cau>M(!ii Ti". Nfarc Mi-m-^irs. I^ondon. 1848, Itcntley. 

Fairly rdiabic. mix!rrately partial memoirs by prefect off 

CirciHirt. A<l Ijihr de Souvenirs fl'une Mission i Berlin. 

Picard. 
l''M*iSiT\ativc (!:;'!omat. friend of Lamartinc. 

Oir!i!:ii^N;i:rr. Nki^tii-n: Mr:ii'»irf> et Souvenirs. Lyons, 
f WaOi. I. 
Oisapr^niminfrly littV •■« Ix^^i^Litive .\ssembly by 
I>i: Camp. NTaximr Su-.tiiifN iIi- I'AnfWr IJ^. Paris. x9s^ 

i>.itr'.v military rxjit-rirncrs of Ct'fn<>i-rvative. 

V\<\. A. .^•:u\i:-.ir> .:"uti \rti-tr. Pari>. iSr7 Dentu (PLk 
Artint an'l :rirn.! of I.nlru. 
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Sand. George : letters. London. 1886. Ward and Downey. 

Sczc. Aurclian de : La Joumce du 13 Juin. In RHolmtUm de ti4i, »: 

UJ-JJ. 

Ix-Kitiniist standpoint. 

Stern. Panic!: I-cttrcs rcpuhlicainc5. Paris. 1A48. Proux. 

Hrit'f. di>cur!tivc. declamatory, fair-minded, philosophicaL 

(D) DlAKIES AND MeMOIBS 

Achard, Amadee: Souvenirs (tersonnels d'Fmcutcs ct de Revoli 

I*ari>. i8r.'. U-vy \VL). 

Adam, Juliette : Roman de mon Fnfancc et de ma Jeunette. Pi 
1002. Lcmerre. 

Alison. Sir A.: Some Account of my Life and Writingi. 
1883. HlackwLKxl. 

Alton-Shce. Comte d* : Souvenirs de 1&17 et ile 1&48L Pari*, ifl^ Dn9- 

fous 1 HCL). 

Ambi'S. Haron: Intimate Memoirs of Napoleon ML LoiKlaa, 191^ 

I I'D. 

Barrot. C. II. Oililon: Mcmoires Po&thumes. Paris. 1874-6. 

I-lxtremely cold, unfair, tortuous, conceited, dry ac count bgr 
cal atl\er!>ary of Ix'dru. Filled with extracts from spccchca. Al- 
ways considered himself rif^ht and never admitted that be hai 
committed a mistake. Many untrue rumors wilfully ftalod ai 
facts ; many facts distorted. An apologia pro lita sua badlj 

Ca^'tcllanc, Comte tie: Journal. Paris. 1H95-7. Ploo-Noorrit. 

Keactiiinary ^'^'neral. usually sensible but sometimes atMord. 
chieHy wi:h military life. 

Caus-idiifv. Marc Mem^'irs. Ixwidon. iK|R. Hentley. 

Fairly reliable. mo«lrrately partial memoirs by prefect of 

Circourt. Ai! -Ijthe de . Souvenirs il'une Mission a Berlin. 
Picard. 
Conservative ciiplomat. friend of Lamartine. 

G>:r.riii'"*aire. .N!«;i^lien: Mem- lire*, et Souvenirs. Lyons, 
« Wa^h > . 
nisapfointinuly iitt!e «»n Ix^'i^Iatiie .\ssembly by M( 
Ih; Camp. Nfaximc S- u'.t::ir* ifr I'Annce 1^48. Paris. \9y6>^ 

cTiierty military ex;Hrirncrs of cf^^crvative. 

1 I'. X. A.: S'.u\tinrs .I'uii \r:i-:e. Pari*. 1S77 Dcntu (PLK 
Arti'-t .in<l friend of I-e-iru. 



